- krsna «

the

lord
Sweetness






Jri Jri guru-gaurangau jayalah

- Korsna -

the

lord
Sweégness

SRT SRTMAD
BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA GOSVAMT MAHARAIJA

GAUDIYA VEDANTA PUBLICATIONS

VRINDAVAN ¢ NEW DELHI ¢ SAN FRANCISCO



© 201 S GAUDIYA VEDANTA PUBLICATIONS. SOME RIGHTS RESERVED.
EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED, ONLY THE TEXT (NOT THE DESIGN,
PHOTOS, ART, ETC.) OF THIS BOOK IS LICENSED UNDER THE CREATIVE COM-
MBS MONS ATTRIBUTION-NO DERIVATIVE WORKS 4.0 INTERNATIONAL LICENSE.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at
www.purebhakti.com/pluslicense or write to gvp.contactus@gmail.com

- Cover painting, paintings on pages 19, 23, 35, 42, 77, 81, and on the chapter pages of
chapters 1, 3, and 7 — by Syamarani dasi

- Paintings on pages 88, 122, 151, 187 — by various artists

- Photograph of Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharija in the guru-parampara series

- Verse translations marked with an asterisk

© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

www.krishna.com

All other paintings and photographs are copyright of each respective artist and are
used with permission:
- Painting on the chapter page of chapter 5 — by Syamarani dasi (www.bhaktiart.net)
- Paintings on pages 91, 92, 140, 143, and on the chapter pages of chapters 2, 4,
and 6 — by Prabhavati dast
- Painting on page 46 — by Prasanta dasa
- Photograph of Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Mahiraja in the
guru-parampard series — by Subala-sakha dasa

WWW.MYGVP.COM
The endowment fund for Krsna — the Lord of Sweetness was established
by Jagannatha dasa (Fiji), in memory of his good wife, .Krsna-lila dasi

Krsna — the Lord of Sweetness X 7

First Edition ~ October 2015 (5,000 copies)
Printed at Spectrum Printing Press Pvt. Ltd. (New Delhi, India)

ISBN 978-1-63316-137-5
Library of Congress Control Number 2015954124
Cataloging in Publication Data--DK
Courtesy: D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd. <docinfo@dkagencies.com>
Bhaktivedanta Narayana, 1921-2010, author.
Krsna, the lord of sweetness / Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. -- First edition.
pages cm
Includes verses in Sanskrit (roman)
ISBN 9781633161375
1. Krishna (Hindu deity)--Childhood. 1. Title.
BL1220.B43 2015 DDC 294.52113 23



| consenss |

EDITORS’ PREFACE -i -

CHAPTER ONE -1 -
ADVENT OF THE IMMACULATE PURANA
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOUL » 3 »
THE STORY OF PARTKSIT MAHARAJA 6 o
THE TRUE MEANING OF ‘VYASASANA’ o 11 o
THE HISTORY OF SRILA SUKADEVA GOSVAMI e 15

SRILA SUKADEVA GOSVAMT IS ATTRACTED TO SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM e 22

CHAPTER TWO - 27 -
THE BIRTH OF SRT KRSNA IN GOKULA
GLORIOUS VAISNAVAS 29 o
THE DEMIGODS APPEAL TO SRTKRSNA ¢ 32 «

SRTKRSNA IS BORN IN GOKULA 40

CHAPTER THREE - 59 -

KRSNA’S EARLY CHILDHOOD PASTIMES
KRSNA, THE SON OF NANDA AND YASODA » 61 ¢
THE DEMONESS PUTANA © 65
THE SAKATASURA DEMON © 71
TRNAVARTA, THE WHIRLWIND DEMON ¢ 74

THE NAME-GIVING CEREMONY « 80

CHAPTER FOUR - 85 -

A THIEF OF HEARTS
KRSNA’S CHARMING NAUGHTINESS » 87 o
MOTHER YASODA’S LOVE FOR KRSNA * 99 o

KRSNA IS CONTROLLED BY LOVE AND AFFECTION 108 »



CHAPTER FIVE - 113 -
THE BINDING OF NAUGHTY KRSNA
MOTHER YASODA BINDS KRSNA © 115
KRSNA CAN GIVE EVERYTHING s« 125 o

THE FRUIT SELLER @ 130 «

CHAPTER SIX =137 -

LORD BRAHMA STEALS THE COWHERD BOYS AND CALVES
LEAVING GOKULA FOR THE FOREST OF VRNDAVANA « 139 »
KRSNA’S PLAY WITH THE COWHERD BOYS » 142 o
VATSASURA AND BAKASURA e 146 o
AGHASURA 149 «

LORD BRAHMA STEALS THE COWHERD BOYS AND CALVES « 157 o

AN EXPLANATION OF A VERSE FROM SRTMAD-BHAGAVATAM o 163 o

CHAPTER SEVEN - 169 -
INVALUABLE INSTRUCTIONS — THREE PASTIMES
DHENUKASURA » 171 o
ROMAHARSANA SUTA ¢ 179

SUDAMA VIPRA * 183

GLOSSARY - 191 -

APPENDIX - 199 -
CLASS DATES AND VIDEO FILE URLs









i

nityaslil@*pravista om visnupada
SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA SVAMI MAHARAJA




nitya-lila-pravista om vispupada




nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada

RIMAD BHAKTISIDDHANTA SARASVATT PRABFHUPADA |

{ E NG S~ )







= FEdtors’ Preface = —

In 1998, in Malaysia, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja gave a series of lectures about the wondrous pastimes
of Sr1 Krsna, the ultimate Divine Person. These lectures were
originally presented in 1999 by the late Sripad Hrsike$a Maharaja
and the devotees of Malaysia, in a book entitled Damodara-lila-
madhuri.

In these lectures, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja first gives
the history of the scripture on which he is about to speak: Srimad-
Bhdagavatam. This is presented in Chapter One of this book.

Srimad-Bhdgavatam is written in Sanskrit and is divided
into twelve cantos. It is regarded throughout India as the most
authentic literature on the Supreme Lord. Its Tenth Canto
describes the loftiest conception of Godhead: a God who relishes
such sweet and loving relationships with His devotees that both
He and they lose all awareness that He is God. It is this Tenth
Canto on which Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja speaks in this
book, Krsna - the Lord of Sweetness.

In Chapter Two, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija explains
who Krsna is, and in Chapters Three to Seven, he narrates some
of Krsna's charming childhood pastimes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s native language, Hindi,
is erudite and refined, and he uses many Sanskrit words to
specifically convey the elevated philosophy he is so well known
for presenting. In his English lectures also, he employs Sanskrit
words for this reason, because often he is speaking to people
who are familiar with them.

In our presentation of this particular series of lectures,
however, we have for the most part translated these terms
into English, just as we sometimes do when translating Srila
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Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s Hindi books. In cross-referencing
the respective sound files, one may note that a few words may be
required to adequately cover the specificity of a Sanskrit term.

In summary, the book you hold in your hands contains a rare
and elevated conception of the Absolute Truth, presented simply,
so that anyone can understand it and begin their journey of
becoming blissfully immersed in the Lord’s all-loving pastimes,
thus transcending all material difficulties.

SRILA NARAYANA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA* & 2

On February 7, 1921, the new moon day of the month of
Magha, Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
took his divine birth in a highly educated and respected brahmana
family in the village of Tiwaripura, in the Buxar district of Bihar,
India. In February, 1946, he met his gurudeva, Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajfiana Kesava Gosvam1 Maharaja, and his life of complete and
exemplary dedication to the path of krsna-bhakti began.

From 1946 onward, he traveled throughout India to spread
the message of bhakti-yoga, or establishing a connection with
the Supreme Lord through devotional service. In the mid 1980’s,
the first Western devotees came to receive his guidance, and in
1996, upon repeated requests, he went to Europe and America.
During the next fourteen years, he circled the globe more than
thirty times.

His gurudeva had instructed him to translate the writings of
prominent Vaisnavas into Hindi, a task he assiduously assumed
throughout his entire life and which resulted in the publication

1 This section is taken from “A Glimpse of the Life of Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja,” Rays of The Harmonist magazine, Vyasapija
Edition, 2011.
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EDITORS’ PREFACE

of nearly fifty Hindi texts. These invaluable masterpieces are
currently being translated into the major languages of the world.

Since his heart brimmed with the most profound realizations
of Radha and Krsna's pastimes, which automatically include the
essence of all transcendental truths, it was radiant with the deepest
affection. Those who heard his discourses felt supreme protection
from the onslaught of material miseries and experienced a deeper
commitment to the path of bhakti. When he uttered the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra at the time of initiation, it bore the same effect. He is
famous for how he transformed people’s hearts in these ways.

A most endearing hallmark of his telling others about Krsna
was the heart-stealing affection he showed to all. As a topmost
devotee of the Lord, he was able to enter the deepest recesses of
the heart to give the unmistakable reassurance that he is one’s
eternal well-wisher. The depth of his affection is a tangible reality
for all who have experienced it, and this in itself bears subjective
testimony to the fact that he was a true emissary of the Supreme
Lord. As thousands of devotees will affirm, his genuine interest in
the spiritual well-being of all souls was evident in his equal love
and affection for all. He cared not if a person were his disciple, the
disciple of another, or of another philosophical school altogether.
His divine affection knew no bounds.

OTHER SPEAKERS =

During his lectures, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja often
asked others to speak about a given topic. These speakers have
extensively heard the pastimes of Krsna and the philosophy of
bhakti-yoga from him, and simply reiterate what they have heard.
In this book, it is seen that he sometimes interacts with or corrects
them, which helps us focus more clearly on the point being made.
Their respective names precede their talk.

iii
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Where there is an exchange between Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja and the speaker, we have inserted the name before each
speaker. All other text is a transcription of Srila Maharaja’s lecture.

Two of the speakers have received new names befitting
changes in their spiritual social status (asrama): Navina-krsna
Brahmacari is now Sripad Bhaktivedanta Madhava Maharaja,
and Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari is now Sripad Bhaktivedanta
Aérama Maharaja. We have noted this the first time their
respective names appear in this presentation.

OUR EDITING PROCESS © =

We have edited these lectures with certain goals in mind. Our
first and foremost goal was to properly represent Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja. We also wanted a person reading bhakti-yoga
literature for the first time to understand it with ease, although
you will note the occasional irreplaceable Sanskrit word. And
we wanted a person familiar with hearing the lectures of Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja to hear his ‘voice’

Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja has explained
that in relation to presenting the lectures of one’s guru to the
public, the higher class disciple sees what the guru wants from
him. When English is his guru’s second language, such a disciple
corrects the English so as to best represent him.2 We concede that
we are far from high-class disciples, yet in an attempt to follow
Srila Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja’s guidelines, we have made cer-
tain editorial decisions in pursuit of trying to nicely represent
our guru, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja.

2 This is a summary of Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja’s
discussion with devotees in March 1978. A transcription can be found in
Walking with a Saint, 2007, in the section “Why We Edit the Way We Do.”

iv
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We tried to the best of our ability to present these lectures
in accordance with Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s wording,
but sometimes we had to insert a few words to convey a gesture,
edit to make a concept clear in English or to express implied
and unfinished wording, or adjust sentence structure. All such
edits were made to ensure that his spoken word and expressed
concepts were clearly conveyed in written format.

Sometimes, an editorial insertion was necessary to clarify a
philosophical point or to insert an intended phrase or sentence
from a story. Such insertions appear in brackets.

We have only presented those lectures for which we had a
video file. In three instances, where there is an interruption in a
video file, we have replaced that part of the story with a relevant
excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s books or classes.
In one instance, we have replaced missing text from a Srimad-
Bhdgavatam verse translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.

APPENDIX — URLs FOR
@ = THE VIDEO FILES OF THE CLASSES

In the book’s Appendix, we have presented the date each
lecture, or chapter, was spoken and the relevant video’s file name,
so that anyone can watch Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja deliver
these priceless lectures. The reader is welcome to communicate to
us any shortcomings in our presentation of these classes.

GLOSSARY & "

Generally, but not always, definitions of Sanskrit words have
been included directly after the first few instances of a term'’s
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use. In this book, we have tried to minimize Sanskrit terms as
much as possible, and have, in most cases, favored conveying the
meaning of a term over its direct use. Nevertheless, some Sanskrit
terminology was found to be indispensable, and therefore a brief
glossary of Sanskrit names and terms has been included at the
back of the book.

DIACRITIC PRONUNCIATION & 2

Throughout this book, the diacritic markings used to indicate
the pronunciation of Sanskrit words are pronounced as follows:
a as in father, 1 as in see, 1 as in boot, r as the ri in rip, t as in train,
d as in drain, 11 as in ink, § and s as the sh in ship, and ¢ as in chip.

OIS

Although a series of checks was in place to ensure accuracy in
our presentation of these lectures, we are aware that there still
may be discrepancies. We beg forgiveness from our respected
readers if they find the text inadequate in any way.

Due to Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s blissful absorption
in the pastimes of Krsna, the Lord of sweetness, his narration of
these pastimes is not only charming but potent. We hope those
new to the path of bhakti-yoga, as well as those who have walked
the path for many years, are nourished at heart by this book.

Aspiring to serve Sri Guru and the Vaisnavas,
The Publication Team

Sri Visvariipa-mahotsava
September 28, 2015
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOUL

jivera ‘svartpa’ haya—krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-Iila 20.108)

By constitution, all souls are eternal servants of Godhead.
Nowadays, in different parts of the world, there are so many con-
ceptions of God, but God is one without a second. The people of
one place may not believe in God, while the people of another place
do. But whether they believe or not, there is certainly a person
or a power that controls all. No human can control everything.
No human can create this world and control the whole universe.

In this world, whether one accepts God or not, no one can deny
the truth of death. Whether one is an atheist or a theist, all will
accept that death is true. Furthermore, all will accept without any
doubt that in this world, there is birth, death, sorrow, and suffering.
No one is satisfied. All fear death. At any time, suffering may come.

In this world, sometimes a man feels happiness in the company
of a lady, and a lady feels happiness in the company of a man.
Sometimes, we take something [for our enjoyment] and taste it.
Sometimes, we have and support many children, and by this, a
little happiness comes. But this happiness is always coming and
going; there is no permanent happiness in this world.

The rsis and munis (saints and sages) have researched the
following questions: From whom does the world come? From
whom does support and nourishment come? In whom does the
world again enter? That very person or power is God. G. O. D. -
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Generator, Operator, and Destroyer. If we are not faithful to Him
and if we are not serving Him, we cannot be happy.

He is full of all powers. All opulence is within Him, and He is
always so very merciful. He desires that all suffering persons
come to Him, serve Him, chant His names, remember Him, and
be happy forever. He wants that they know, “This body is not my
self; it is not the soul. This mind, also, is not the soul. They are
temporary. Our soul is present, but it is covered by these two outer
bodies (the body and mind). As a result, we have forgotten God.”

God, also, is a person. He is an ocean of rasa (transcendental
loving relationships) and very powerful, and so we should try
to know and serve Him. Then we can come out of [the cycle of
repeated] birth, death, sorrow, and suffering, and be eternally
happy. Without doing this, there is no way we can be happy.

In this world, there may be so many different styles of living,
but everywhere, the nature of the soul is the same. All are eternal -
in China, Russia, America, or anywhere. Souls are the same, in the
same category [in that each soul is an eternal servant of God, Sri
Krsna], but due to lack of good association, people have forgotten
Krsna, and they are forgetting Him more and more.

In India, Vedic culture and knowledge are so developed that
they have ‘discovered’ the soul, and they have ‘discovered’ the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and the variety of relationships
the soul can have with Him. We cannot see and realize God with
these material eyes or with material knowledge. Never.

Transcendental knowledge is given by the unbroken disciplic
succession of bona fide spiritual masters, starting with Krsna
Himself, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. From Him, the
disciplic succession came. He imparted this transcendental
knowledge to Lord Brahma, and Brahma gave it to Narada
Rsi. Narada Rsi gave it to Vyasadeva, and Vyasadeva gave it
to Sukadeva Gosvami. Thus it descended. We should trust this

disciplic succession and try to follow it.
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What are the qualities of God? How is He so merciful? What
relationship do we have with Him, and how can we realize and
serve Him eternally? This is explained in Srimad-Bhagavatam.
In my classes here, | want to explain something from the Tenth
Canto of Srimad-Bhdgavatam. It will be very tasteful to hear and
also very helpful in your practice of bhakti-yoga.

Without bhakti-yoga, we cannot realize the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead. He is so merciful that He sometimes descends to
this world. Why? To bestow His mercy upon the living entities
here. He manifests in so many ways, in so many incarnations.
For instance, He comes in the form of Matsya (a fish), Kirma
(a tortoise), Varaha (a boar), Nrsirhhadeva (half man, half lion),
Vamana (a dwarf), Parasurama (a warrior), Rama (a great king),
Baladeva (the elder brother of Sri Krsna), Buddha (a teacher of
non-violence), and then Kalki (the destroyer of the universes).
But the root of all ten forms is Sri Krsna. He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

He comes - descends to this world - and attracts all. What to
speak of attracting human beings, He also attracts the deer, birds,
and other animals, as well as the creepers and trees - everything.
You should know that trees possess a soul, as do the creepers.
A soul is present in hogs, fish, eggs — everything - and in demi-
gods also. If you practice bhakti-yoga, you can see and realize this
fact, and gradually, you will attain bhakti.

What is bhakti?

Two things are eternal: the soul and the Supersoul. The Super-
soul is Krsna, and there are unlimited souls. The pure soul and
Krsna meet together only through the medium of love and
affection. Meeting with God through pure love and affection is
called bhakti-yoga. This love and affection ( prema) has so many
categories.

Those souls who are in the purest stage - those in the spiritual
realms of Goloka, Vrndavana, and Vaikuntha - serve Krsna eterally.

@) ]
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Those souls who are in material bondage, however, are covered
by the deluding material potency and have a gross and subtle
body. They are called conditioned souls. Conditioned souls are
always unhappy, suffering in the cyclic chain of birth and death.
How can they attain the eternal, transcendental stage? They can
attain it by practicing bhakti-yoga from the beginning - from
faith, to firm faith, then a taste for devotional service, attachment,
the awakening of pure spiritual emotion, and finally, extremely
condensed love for God ( prema).

[ want to explain some of Krsna’s pastimes, because people
generally do not want to hear high-class conclusive philosophical
truths. You will find it very interesting if we explain the Tenth
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam - how Krsna descends to this world,
how He kills the demons and protects saintly persons, and how He
plays when He is here.

THE STORY OF PARIKSIT MAHARAJA

Sukadeva Gosvami spoke Srimad-Bhdgavatam to Pariksit
Maharaja. Do you know Pariksit Maharaja?

About five thousand years ago, there was a king named
Pariksit. He was the son of Abhimanyu and his wife Uttara.
Abhimanyu was the son of Arjuna and was connected with Krsna.
[Arjuna’s wife, Subhadra, was the sister of Krsna.] It was in this
dynasty that Pariksit Maharaja appeared. He was a very learned
and powerful king.

Once, Pariksit Maharaja went out to conquer the whole world.
When he was returning, he was so hungry and thirsty that he
went to the hermitage of the saint Samika Rsi, whose son’s name
was Srngi Rsi. At that time, Samika Rsi was meditating on Krsna,
and had gone into such a trance that he forgot his body and
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became completely unaware of his surroundings. He was totally
absorbed in Krsna’s pastimes. In the meantime, King Pariksit
approached him and said, “I am so thirsty; please give me water.”
But the rsi did not hear him. The king asked two or three times,
and then he remembered that he was the king of that place. He
thought, “Upon my coming here, this rsi has seen me and closed
his eyes. He is not actually in trance. A saintly person, a Vaisnava,
should be very humble and merciful. I am asking for water, but he
is not giving it. He is remaining totally silent.” Pariksit Maharaja
became somewhat angry.

[As a child,] King Pariksit had played on the lap of Krsna. He
was a very religious-minded person and was very learned; he
knew all philosophical conclusions about the Absolute Truth.
How then did this illusion, by which he became angry, come
about? The material illusory potency of the Lord (mdyd) cannot
touch him, but the spiritual illusory potency (yogamaya) can.
Yogamaya desired for Srimad-Bhagavatam to somehow manifest
in this world, and that is why she put the king in illusion. Other-
wise, Pariksit Maharaja, being so learned, remained far away
from that material illusory potency, which normally could not
cover his knowledge. Yet, by the wish of Krsna, it happened. The
king thought, “You are not honoring me, so I must give you some
punishment. [ cannot beat you or abuse you, because you are a
brahmana (of the priestly order), but I will give you a garland -
a snake garland.”

In that place, there was a dead snake lying on the ground.
Pariksit Maharaja took the serpent and wrapped it threefold
around the rsi’s neck like a garland, and then left that place. On
his way, he thought, “What have I just done? Have I offended
that rsi? If he was really in trance and meditating on Krsna, then
[ have done wrong and have committed an offence. But I don’t
know if he was really in trance or not. If he was, then, by his curse,
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[ may be destroyed; my life may be destroyed. What should I do?”
Thinking like this, he proceeded toward his kingdom.

As he was nearing his kingdom, two students of Samika Rsi
arrived. They offered him obeisance, and said, “When you put the
dead serpent on the neck of Samika Rsi, his five-year-old son was
playing with other boys nearby. When he heard that someone had
put a dead snake around his father’s neck, he became furious. He
took some water from the river Kausika (Ganges), and spoke the
following curse: ‘Whoever placed that dead snake on my father’s
neck will be bitten by a snake-bird and die in just seven days. No
one will be able to save him. He then took water and sprinkled it
[signifying the affirmation of a curse].”

Srigi Rsi then went to his father, climbed on his lap, and began
to weep loudly. After some time, his father came to his external
senses and asked his son, “Why are you weeping?”

“0 Father, have you not seen this dead serpent on your neck?”

Samika Rsi understood that it was Pariksit Maharaja who
had done this. How did he know? He knew past, present, and
future. Anyone who does real internal worship and service of
the Lord (bhajana) becomes so powerful that he can know past,
present, and future. You, also, can know past, present, and future
by performing bhajana. All of our spiritual predecessors are
qualified to have this knowledge. Like Krsna, they are so powerful
that whatever they say comes true.

The sage rebuked his son: “Oh, you are very ignorant. This
has been done by King Pariksit. He is so learned and religious-
minded. He is the nephew of Krsna and the grandson of Arjuna.
If he dies, the whole world will be thrown into chaos and
destroyed. A brahmana should be tolerant and forgiving. Why did
you become so angry? A brahmacari, especially, should be very
tolerant, yet you became angry. You know that tolerance is the
most important quality of a Vaisnava or anyone.”
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trndad api sunicena, taror api sahisnunad
amanind manadena, kirtaniyah sada harih
Sri Siksastaka (3)

[Thinking oneself to be even lower and more worthless
than the insignificant grass that has been trampled
beneath everyone’s feet, being more tolerant than a
tree, being devoid of pride, and offering respect to all
others according to their respective positions, one should
continuously chant the holy name of Sri Hari.]

“You are a brahmana, but you do not have the quality of
tolerance. What will happen if Pariksit Maharaja dies? He will die;
I know.” In trance, Samika Rsi saw that by this incident, Srimad-
Bhdagavatam would manifest in this world, and so he became
silent, and said nothing more.

Samika Rsi could see everything - that Pariksit Maharaja
would hear Srimad-Bhdgavatam from Sukadeva Gosvami and
that Pariksit Maharaja would thus be liberated - but he also
knew that Pariksit was already a liberated soul, and that this was
like a drama. He realized that Krsna was doing all this. Samika
Rsi told one of his students, “Go to Pariksit Maharaja and tell
him, ‘In seven days a serpent will bite you and you will die, so do
whatever you want to do.””

That student went to Pariksit Maharaja and related every-
thing to him. Maharaja Pariksit became happy and told the
student that this was not a curse but a benediction. “For a long
time [ have wanted to give up all these worldly things - kingdom,
reputation, son, wife, and so forth - and practice bhakti-yoga in
a solitary place in the forest, but [ was too involved in all this
to be able to do so. I therefore think this is not a curse. Rather,
Krsna has given me an opportunity. It is the blessing of Krsna
Himself. I must give up everything worldly, and chant, remember,
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and hear the very sweet and powerful pastimes of Krsna. This is
the only way.”

Pariksit Maharaja did not go back to his kingdom. Leaving his
royal dress, bow and arrows, crown, and everything, and wearing
only a simple cloth, he sat on the bank of the Ganges, facing
the river.

In the meantime, all the great realized rsis, maharsis, and
Vaisnavas, like Narada, Vyasa, Agastya, Vasistha, Atri, Parasara,
Visvamitra, and Parasurama, arrived. There was no computer
system or microphone - nothing. But in a moment they came.
How did they know to come? Do you know the Caspian Sea?
That is where Kasyapa Rsi came from. Vasistha also came from
such a far distance - Mongolia. Many rsis, about eighty-eight
thousand, came from different parts of the world in a moment.
We cannot imagine how it occurred. Many sages who were
steeped in transcendental knowledge, fruitive workers, empiric
philosophers, those who perform severe austerities, and yogis
also came there and were talking with each other.

Pariksit Maharaja humbly asked them, “I want to know some-
thing: If a man is on his deathbed, what should he do? If a man is
not dying today or immediately, then he will die tomorrow, or the
day after, or in one year, two years, four years, twenty years, fifty
years, one hundred years, five hundred years, or even after one
hundred thousand, five hundred thousand, or millions of years.
He must [eventually] die.”

Some of us may live for one hundred years, some may live for
even one hundred twenty years, but it is very rare [for a human
being] to live longer than that. Still, we hear that Indra, the king
of heaven, and others lived for many thousands of years, or
hundreds of thousands of years, and that Brahma, the secondary
creator of this universe, lives even longer, for so many millennia.
Lord Brahma has such a long life-span: 4,320,000,000 years
constitute the twelve hours of his day, and the same constitutes

10
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the twelve hours of his night. There are three hundred sixty days
in his year, and he lives for one hundred such years. But even
so, he too will die. We, also, will surely die. How can we escape
death? How can we be liberated, and how can we be happy?”

Some of the rsis and munis (sages and great thinkers)
instructed Pariksit to meditate on the featureless aspect of the
Absolute Truth. Some recommended that he perform austerities.
Others urged him to give hundreds of thousands of cows to the
brahmanas. Someone else said, “You should take bath in the
Ganges.” In this way, the rsis who had gathered there advocated
many different courses of action.

Then a young boy of sixteen years, naked, tall, and very
beautiful, but covered with dust, approached from a distant place.
Some ladies noticed him and took him to be a madman. They
scooped up handfuls of dirt and threw it at him. Some naughty
boys clapped and exclaimed, “He is a mad person,” and threw
stones at him. But like an elephant, he continued on his way,
being unaffected. He took no revenge and exhibited no anger; he
was completely carefree. He came near Pariksit Maharaja.

Pariksit Maharaja and the whole council of sages saw him, and
folding their hands, immediately stood up. Vyasadeva, Narada Muni,
and the rsis Parasara and Vasista blessed him, saying, “May auspi-
ciousness be upon you.” Others also folded their hands like Pariksit
Maharaja. Pariksit Maharaja came forward and welcomed Sukadeva
Gosvami. He took him and gave him a high sitting place like this
[touching his raised seat]. This is called a vydsdsana.

THE TRUE MEANING OF ‘VYASASANA’

That vydsasana was not like this [slightly lifts up the bolsters
of his vyasdasana]. What was it like? It was perhaps an elevated,
a high earthen place, or it was constructed of wood. Nowadays,

11



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

this large opulent seat is called a vydsasana. But what is this?
[ do not think this is actually a vyasasana. What is a vydasdasana?
It is a seat on which a man like Vyasadeva sits, and upon doing
so, all the qualities of Vyasadeva enter him. This is a vyasasana.
Such a person can explain essential truths about Krsna, the living
entity, the deluding material potency, etc., and thus he can give
Krsna to others. Suppose there is a characterless person who is
attached to money and the three W’s - wine, women, and wealth -
who is quite ignorant of all philosophical conclusions, who [for
external show] wears big, big sacred clay markings (tilaka) and
holy neck beads of tulasi, brilliant saffron-colored cloth, and
carries a big danda (staff of a renunciant). If such a person sits on
a golden throne, is not a vyasasana. Really it is not. The vyasasana
represents the qualities of a Vaisnava, a realized soul like Vyasa,
who comes to preach about Krsna everywhere and place Him in
the heart of all souls.

[By placing an unqualified person on this raised seat,] we
make some offense to the vyasasana. We should not do that.
[ want that those sitting on the vydsasana think, “I should have
the quality of Vyasa.” What is that? Bhakti, pure bhakti, with
realization of the essential truths about Krsna, the living entity,
the deluding material potency, and pure devotion, and with
knowledge of all of the literature that manifests the real meaning
of the Vedas, Srimad-Bhdgavatam, and Sri Caitanya-caritamrta.
In fact, the vydsdsana is only for such a person; one who cannot
fall from his spiritual position. We see that those who use the
vyasasana without having such qualification fall down after some
days - head down and feet up. There is no one to save them.
The vyasasana is such a thing that one who rightfully sits on
it will never fall down. He will always serve the Divine Couple,
Sri Radha-Krsna.

Pariksit Maharaja gave an elevated seat to Sukadeva Gosvami,
and with honor and humility, he asked two questions. Actually, he

12
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asked many questions, seven or eight, but they were all included
in these two:

“If a man is dying just now, like me..” Actually, Pariksit
Maharaja had seven days left, but he is asking about a man who
is dying immediately, in only one minute’s time or no time at all.
“What should he do? Should he hear Srimad-Bhdgavatam?”

If he has no time, then he can chant the maha-mantra, or the
holy names of Krsna - hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare
hare, hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare. If he has no
time for the full mahd-mantra, then ‘O Krsna’ will do. But Krsna’s
name is somewhat crooked®: Kr-s-na. If he cannot chant ‘Krsna,
he should then chant ‘Rama’ or ‘Radhe. ‘Radhe’ is superior. By
hearing this, the servants of Yamaraja, the god of death, will not
come to take him to the lower realms, and that is why he said in
Srimad-Bhdgavatam:

akamah sarva-kamo va
moksa-kama udara-dhih
tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusam param
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (2.3.10)

[Whether one is free from desires, full of desires, or
desirous of liberation, one should, having attained a higher
intelligence, worship Bhagavan, the Supreme Person, with
intense devotion.]

etan nirvidyamananam
icchatam akuto-bhayam
yoginam nrpa nirnitam
harer namanukirtanam
Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.11)

1 Krsna's dear devotees sometimes refer to Him as ‘crooked’ or ‘tricky’
because of His playful, elusive nature. Since His name is non-different from
Him, such descriptions apply to His name, also.

13
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[O King, it is the opinion of all scriptures and all previous
spiritual predecessors that whether one is an unalloyed
devotee, detached from material existence on account of
direct experience of the misery of material life, whether
one is desirous of elevation to the heavenly planets or
liberation, or whether one is a self-satisfied yogi, one
should chant the holy name of the Lord with great love.]

At the end of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Vedavyasa has glorified
the chanting of the Lord’s holy names:

nama-sankirtanam yasya
sarva-pdpa pranasanam
pranamo duhkha-samanas
tam namadmi harim param
Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.13.23)

[All sins are completely destroyed by the chanting of the
Supreme Lord’s names, and all kinds of miseries are
relieved by complete surrender to His lotus feet and
by always bowing down to Him. I offer my respectful
obeisance to that Absolute Truth, Sri Hari.]

If a person has only two or three days left to live, then he
should hear Krsna's pastimes. In this way, he will attain a high
destination. If he hears the name of Krsna and Rama at that time,
then, when he again comes to this world, he will have the chance
to hear conclusive truths about Sri Krsna, and he will chant His
holy names. Knowing that Goloka Vrndavana, the highest planet
in the spiritual sky, is the supreme destination, he will achieve love for
Krsna like that of the residents of Vraja. Like Ajamila?, anyone can

2 Ajamila had been a sober brahmana, but due to circumstance, he fell to
depravity. As he was dying, he called out to his son, whose name was Narayana
(a name of God), and because of the holy potency of that name, he was
delivered to the spiritual abode.

14
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conquer death by hearing Krsna’s name. He may return to this
world and get a bona fide guru, gradually progress through the
stages of attaining faith, firm faith, a taste for devotional service,
attachment, the awakening of pure spiritual emotion, and finally,
condensed love for God (prema). Thereafter, he will go to Goloka
Vrndavana.

After Pariksit Maharaja asked his questions, Sukadeva Gosvami
began to recite Srimad-Bhdgavatam. You should also know who
Sukadeva Gosvamt is. [To Pundarika dasa] Can you explain?

THE HISTORY OF
SRILA SUKADEVA GOSVAMI

Pundarika dasa: Srila Gurudeva has explained the history of
Pariksit Maharaja and the pastime of Sukadeva Gosvami’s meeting
with him.

We have heard that five thousand years ago, when Sri Krsna
was performing His pastimes in this material world, Sukadeva
Gosvami was present in the form of a parrot who was very dear
to Srimati Radhika. He used to stay with Her, and She loved this
parrot, because he would always chant, “Krsna, Krsna, Krsna,” in
such a sweet voice that Srimati Radhika would feel very happy.
She would get him to sit on Her hand, and She would caress him
with love and affection. She would tell him to say the name ‘Krsna,
and the parrot would say, “Krsna.”

Srimati Radhika would give the parrot pomegranate seeds,
beautiful sweets, and other things to eat, and the parrot became
very satisfied. One day, for some reason, the parrot flew from
Srimati Radhika’s palace in Varsana to Nandagaon, where Krsna
was playing. He sat on a tree where Krsna was performing His
pastimes and began singing, “Krsna, Krsna.” He chanted that

15



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

name, because this is what he was trained to do. Hearing this
sweet sound, Krsna was attracted. He called the parrot in such an
affectionate way that he came and sat on His hand. Krsna began
teaching the parrot to say ‘Radhe’

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No. Krsna did not teach the
parrot to say ‘Radhe’ here.

[To Prema-prayojana dasa] Do you remember? You should
speak.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Srimati Radhika was very affectionate
to Her parrot, and as Sripad Pundarika dasa explained, one
day the parrot flew to Nandagaon from Varsana. When he got
there, the parrot cried, “Oh, why was I so restless to have left
Varsana?”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: The parrot was calling,
“Krsna, Krsna” in the same tune that Srimati Radhika would
usually sing. Krsna thought, “Where is Radhika?” He was
searching, but he could not see Her. He saw a parrot in a tamala
tree, saying, “Krsna, Krsna, Krsna, Krsna.” Then the parrot began
to say, “I am so unfortunate. I was always in Radhika’s hands,
playing, and She was caressing me and giving me pomegranate
seeds and sometimes rice in milk. She was always nourishing
me. But I am so unfortunate. I left this loving Srimati Radhika,
because my nature as a bird, as an animal, is to go here and there.
Now I am here.” And again he uttered, “Krsna, Krsna.”

Krsna thought, “It seems that he is very near and dear to
Radhika.” Krsna told him, “You should again utter, ‘Krsna, Krsna.”

Then, very sweetly, in the tune sung by Radhik3, the parrot
uttered, “Krsna, Krsna.” He again said, “I am so unfortunate. [ flew
from the hands of Radhika and came here. I am ungrateful.”

Krsna called to him, “Come, come.” He flew into the hand of
Krsna, and Krsna told him to say ‘Krsna, Krsna.
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In the meantime, two sakhis (girlfriends) of Srimati Radhika -
Lalita and Visakha - came there and said, “O Krsna, this parrot
belongs to our sakhi, Srimati Radhika. Please return him to Her”

“If he belongs to your sakhi, you can call him,” Krsna replied.
“He can go. | have nothing to do with this parrot.”

Lalita and Viéakha called, “Suka, Suka,” but the parrot did not
come to them.

“How can I make him go back?” Krsna asked. “If he belongs to
your sakhi, then She can come and take him, or you can take him
to Her, but I cannot make him go by force.”

Krsna and Madhumangala continued to play with the parrot
and hear him chant, “Krsna, Krsna.”

Lalita and Visakha went to Yasoda, the mother of Krsna, and
pleaded with her, “Srimati Radhika is so worried. She may give up
Her life. Please take this parrot from Krsna so that we can return
him to Her”

Yasoda said, “Don’t worry. Sit down and wait here. I am
coming.” Yasoda went to Krsna and took His hands in hers. “You
are a very naughty boy,” she said, “always playing with birds and
animals. Come with me. Your father, Nanda Bab3, is waiting for
You to take maha-prasadam?®, but You are playing here and there”
She took the bird and began to drag Krsna by His hands.

Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but He could
not think of what to do! He became speechless like an ignorant
person, like a child. He was dumbfounded.

Mother Yasoda dragged Krsna there and then said, “O sakhis,
Krsna must now take bath.” She gave them the bird, saying,
“Please go quickly. [ don’t want Krsna to be always playing with
birds, dogs, monkeys, and all these animals.”

In this way, the parrot was returned to Srimati Radhika.

3 The remnants of food offered to the Supreme Lord.
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When Krsna’s manifest pastimes were coming to a close,
Krsna and Srimati Radhika instructed the parrot, “You should
stay in this world. We are going to return to Our pastimes in
the spiritual realm, but if you are not in this world, it will be
destroyed. You should stay here and distribute bhakti. Later,
Srimad-Bhdgavatam will manifest through you.”

[Hearing that Sri Radha and Sri Krsna would soon return to
Goloka Vrndavana,] the parrot became so worried, but he could
not disobey Their order to remain in this world. Later, when
Krsna’'s pastimes became unmanifest and He returned to His
transcendental abode, Vrndavana Gokula, this parrot began to fly
here and there, searching for a place to hear narrations of Krsna,
but he could not find any such place.

By and by, he came to Mount Kailasa, where he heard Sankara
(Lord Siva) reciting that same Srimad-Bhagavatam [as presented
in the history of Pariksit Maharaja] to his wife, Parvati-devi. The
parrot sat in a tree that had very green leaves. In the meantime,
Sankara was speaking the First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth
Cantos. Parvati-devi had no interest in conclusive philosophical
truths (siddhanta).* Those who have no interest in siddhanta will
sleep or play. They will have no interest in it at all. Parvati-devi
slept, but the parrot had so much interest in hearing Srimad-
Bhdgavatam that he imitated Parvati-devl’s voice and encouraged
Sankara to continue: “Go on, very good, very interesting. What
happened after this? What happened after that?”

Sankara did not doubt that Parvati-devi was listening. He
went on reciting Srimad-Bhagavatam, and when the Tenth Canto
[which narrates Krsna’s pastimes] was complete, he began the
Eleventh Canto, which contains much siddhanta. At that time,
Parvati-devi awoke. “Oh,” she said, “I have not heard everything,
[ was sleeping. Please recite this again for me.”

4 Parvati-devi was fully versed in all philosophical truths, but for the sake of
this pastime, she appeared to be disinterested in them.
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Sankara said, “If you were sleeping, then who was encouraging
me to continue by saying ‘Go on, go on, go on’?” He looked around,
but he did not see any human being. He then peered very carefully
at the green leaves of a tamala tree, where he saw a parrot. No
other birds or animals were there - only that one parrot. Sankara
exclaimed, “The parrot was imitating the voice of Parvati-devi!
He is unqualified to hear Bhdgavatam, but he heard everything.
I must kill him, because if an unqualified person hears Srimad-
Bhagavatam, he will misuse that knowledge and make offense.”

That is why Sanikara wanted to punish and kill him. He took his
trident and chased him. This parrot was immortal, yet [fearing for
his life,] he flew to the hermitage of Vyasadeva. There, Vyasadeva
was speaking the same narration, Srimad-Bhagavatam, to his
wife, Vitika. In wonder - “Oh, very good!” - her mouth opened.
The parrot flew into her mouth and entered her womb.

Sankara soon arrived at that place. “O Vyasa,” he asked, “has any
parrot come here?”

Vyasadeva began to smile. “Why are you searching for a parrot?”

Sankara replied, “He has heard Srimad-Bhagavatam, although
he is unqualified, and so [ want to kill him.”

“What is the result of hearing Srimad-Bhdgavatam?” Vyasadeva
asked.

“Anyone who hears Srimad-Bhagavatam will become transcen-
dental and immortal,” Sanikara answered.

“If he has heard it and become immortal, then how will you
kill him?”

Sankara smiled and left that place.

Thus the parrot entered the womb of his mother, Vitika, and
remained there for the next sixteen years. Vyasadeva petitioned
him repeatedly: “Who are you, who have remained in the womb
of your mother? Please come out. Don’t give your mother pain.”

Sukadeva replied, “I don’t want to enter maya (illusion). If you
can remove this mdyad for a moment, then [ will come out.”
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“Very well. I am powerful enough to do this,” Vyasadeva replied.
“You should come out.”

“Who are you?” Sukadeva asked.

“I am Vyasa.”

“I have no faith in you.”

“In whom do you have faith?”

“I have faith in Krsna.”

“All right. I shall call Krsna.” Vyasadeva meditated on Krsna
and prayed to Him to appear there, to tell Sukadeva to come out.

Krsna came immediately and said, “O boy, you should come
out of the womb of your mother.”

The boy replied, “I don’t want to enter mayad. Who are you?”

“I am powerful enough to protect you. I am Krsna Himself.”

“Oh, You are Krsna. Then You can do this.”

Krsna said, “You should come out right now.”

If a mustard seed, very round and tiny, drops on to the edge of
a razor, can it stay there? Whether it falls this side or that, it will
fall. [In other words, “Maya will touch you only for the amount of
time a mustard seed can balance on the edge of a razor”]

In a moment, Krsna removed mayd. Sukadeva came out and
immediately ran into the deep, dense forest.

Vyasadeva thought, “My son is a brahma-jiiani (one who has
realized the impersonal feature of the Supreme Lord). [ wanted
him to hear Srimad-Bhdgavatam. In this world, there is no one
qualified to hear it. | wanted to explain it to him, but he is running
away.’ Vyasa began to follow Sukadeva, calling out, “O my son, O
my dear son!”

Sukadeva ignored his father’s call and continued into the forest.
The trees echoed in response to the call of Vyasadeva, “Who is a son?
Who is a father? Who is a mother? Who are sons and daughters?
There is only illusion. There is no relationship with any father
or mother in this world. Our only father, mother, and so forth is
Krsna. These material relationships are illusory. We are all souls.”
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Sukadeva Gosvami left all such illusory relationships behind.

There is no true relationship between any two people in this
world, not between father and mother, wife and husband, nor
between daughter and son with father and mother. The only
permanent relationship is with Krsna. All others last only for
some time.

Sukadeva left that place. [Pointing to Navina-krsna Brahmacari]
What happened after that?

SRILA SUKADEVA GOSVAMI IS
ATTRACTED TO SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

[While Sri Vyasadeva was following his son, beautiful young
damsels who were bathing naked covered their bodies
with cloth, although Sri Vyasadeva himself was not naked.
But they had not done so when his son had passed. The
sage inquired about this, and the young ladies replied that
his son was purified and when looking at them made no
distinction between male and female, but the sage made
such distinctions.*]
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (1.4.5)

Navina-krsna Brahmacari (now known as Sripad Bhaktivedanta
Madhava Maharaja): Vyasadeva said to the girls, “My dear son
went this way just now. Seeing him, you did not cover yourselves,
and you weren’t shy. Why, upon seeing me, did all of you become
so shy?”

They replied, “Your son never asked us any question. You are
asking, but he did not.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “He looked upon us as if we
were dry wood. He did not see male or female. But you are asking
us questions.”
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Navina-krsna Brahmacari: “Sukadeva Gosvami does not care.
He does not see the difference between us and dry wood. But you

are asking us.”

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: “You see the difference

between male and female.”

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Vyasadeva tried his level best, but he
could not find Sukadeva, and so he came back. In the meantime,
some hunters came who would go to the forest every day to catch
birds. They maintained their life by selling these birds, baby
birds. Vyasadeva said, “I shall give you a mantra by which you

can catch more birds.”

He then narrated a verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam:

barhapidam nata-vara-vapuh karnayoh karnikdaram
bibhrad vasah kanaka-kapisam vaijayantim ca malam
randhran venor adhara-sudhaydpiirayan gopa-vrndair
vrndaranyam sva-pada-ramanam pravisad gita-kirtih

Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.21.5)

[Syamasundara is entering the forest of Vrndavana accom-
panied by His cowherd boyfriends. In His turban there
is a peacock feather; over His ears, a karnikara flower;
on His body, His yellow garments glitter like gold; and
around His neck, extending down to His knees, is a heart-
stealing garland strung with five kinds of fragrant forest
flowers. His beautiful dress is like that of an expert dancer
on a stage, and the nectar of His lips flows through the
holes of His flute. Singing His glories, the cowherd boys
follow from behind. In this way, this Vrndavana-dhama,
which is more charming than Vaikuntha, has become
even more beautiful by the impressions of Sri Krsna’s
lotus feet, which are marked with the conch, disc, and
other symbols.]
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There are so many verses in Srimad-Bhagavatam, but this
verse about the beauty of Krsna's form is prominent.

When the hunters uttered this verse in the jungle, so many
parrots came into their trap. One human, completely naked
[Sukadeva Gosvami], came to them and asked, “O my dear friends,
from where did you hear this verse?”

[Video file ends here. The completion of the story is taken from a
lecture by Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, spoken on July 8,
2007, Germany, as transcribed by the Harikatha team.]

Srila Sukadeva Gosvami said, “Please ask whoever has taught
you this verse to explain the qualities of the person described in
this verse.”

The next day, the hunters returned to Srila Vyasadeva, and he
gave them another verse:

aho baki yam stana-kala-kiitam
jighamsaydpayayad apy asadhvi
lebhe gatim dhatry-ucitam tato 'nyam
kam va dayalum saranam vrajema
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (3.2.23)

The witch Putana went to Vrndavana to kill Krsna, having put
poison in her breast, but Krsna is so merciful that after killing
her, He gave her a destination like that of a mother. Who can be as
merciful as Krsna? Of whom can we take shelter besides Krsna?

After hearing this verse, Sukadeva came to Srila Vedavyasa,
who then taught him the entire Srimad-Bhagavatam.

25



26

MOTHER YASODA AND
BABY KRSNA



The

Birth

OF

Sri I@Sf@
Gokula




| ; rsna, the Supreme Personality of

Godhead, came from the womb of

Yasoda. On the basis of established
truth (tattva), both Krsna the son of Devaki
and Vasudeva, and Krsna the son of Yasoda
and Nanda Baba, are the same, but from the
perspective of transcendental mellows, and

from the perspective of potency, Krsna the
son of Yasoda and Nanda Baba is superior.



GLORIOUS VAISNAVAS

First of all, I offer innumerable obeisances to my gurudeva,
nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajfiana Ke$ava Gosvami Maharaja, and again, innumerable
obeisances unto the lotus feet of my S$iksd-guru, Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja.

You all know that Svamiji* came to the Eastern and Western
countries and within a very short time mercifully preached every-
where the glories of Krsna’s name and the glories of bhakti. We
are struck with wonder at how quickly he did this, from one
corner of the world to the other. Yet when he left this world and
entered the Lord’s pastimes in the spiritual realm, devotees all
around the world and also in India became weak [in their practice
of bhakti], because they had no advanced Vaisnava association.
Lacking this association, their bhakti began to dry up.

Svamiji saw that some of his disciples were neophyte Vaisnavas
and that although they wanted to progress in bhakti, they were
gradually drying up [without advanced Vaisnava association].
[ think that he mercifully inspired me to travel. He has sown the
seeds of bhakti everywhere, and he has established a very good
foundation. Otherwise, a person like me could not have done
anything. You are hearing from me only by his mercy. He wrote

1 ‘Svamij’ was Srila Narayana Gosvimi Maharaja’s affectionate address
for Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada, who brought the
Krsna Consciousness movement to the Western world. ‘Svamijt’ is based on his
sannydsa name, ‘Svamf. Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja began to call him

this in the 1950s, when Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja took sannyasa.

29



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

many books, so that new devotees or anyone can understand
what pure devotion (bhakti) is, who the Supreme Personality of
Godhead is, and how we can be happy in this life and in future
lives. I see that wherever 1 go, a good foundation has been
constructed by Svamiji.

I am also so indebted to Srila Gaura Govinda Maharaja. He
was a pure Vaisnava. He followed [the instructions of] his guruy,
Svamiji, but faced so much opposition. He desired to overcome
these obstacles, but he met so many obstacles, on all sides; he
was surrounded.

He was so bold. He strongly emphasized and impressed upon
everyone the necessity of Vaisnava association. That is why
almost all of his disciples are now associating with us, with me.
I am indebted to him, also. I know that such a Vaisnava can never
die. They have crossed the limitations of birth and death; they are
present anywhere and everywhere. They are continuously serving
their holy masters, Sri Radha-Krsna and Sriman Mahaprabhu.
When they see that we are preaching in the same mood, they will be
very happy and will sprinkle their mercy upon us.

You should have very strong faith in bhakti and in our disciplic
succession of bona fide spiritual masters ( guru-parampara). Do
not be weak. If there is no Vaisnava association, you can associate
with the books left by the gurus in our disciplic succession,
books such as frimad-Bhdgavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
and Bhagavad-gita. But when the living representative of the
Supreme Lord is present, you should try to hear from him.

We are in Malaysia for a very short time. If this preaching
party travels to the Philippines as planned, then we are only here
for two or three more days — tomorrow and the day after. And
if we do not travel to the Philippines, then we are in Malaysia
for a few extra days.? You should listen to all these discourses

2 The Philippines tour was later cancelled, and Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja stayed in Malaysia for a total of seven days.
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and then try to practice in the same manner as the gurus in
our disciplic succession (guru-parampara). Vyasadeva heard
from Narada Rsi, and Sukadeva Gosvami heard from Vyasadeva,
and then they practiced. Our whole disciplic succession of bona
fide gurus did this. Svamiji took initiation from Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, and he totally followed him. We
should follow our guru-parampard, our guru. Don’t have any
doubt about this.

I was going to explain the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam,
but you should also know about the character of Dhruva, Prahlada,
Ajamila, Bharata Maharaja, and Citraketu Maharaja [as described
in the other nine cantos]. For a spiritual practitioner, the example
of their character is very powerful.

Ajamila was a wretched and characterless person. He took
wine and even committed murder. There was no sin he did not
commit. Yet, by uttering ‘Narayana, a name of the Supreme Lord,
he was purified and went to the spiritual realm, Vaikuntha. There
is no doubt that anyone who chants the names of the Lord - Rama,
Narayana, Nrsirmha, and especially Krsna - will develop bhakti.
But he should chant these names with honor, from the very core
of his heart and without any doubt. Of course, he will have to give
up some things. He will have to follow four basic principles. What
are they?

dytitam panam striyah siina
yatradharmas catur-vidhah
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (1.17.38)

Brajanatha dasa: (1) No illicit association with the opposite sex,
(2) no meat-eating, fish, or eggs, (3) no intoxicants like tobacco,
wine, etc., and (4) no gambling.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No kind of gambling. Four
principles. However, if you do not practice bhakti, if you do not
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chant and remember, then following these principles is of no use.
[By associating with Vaisnavas,] by and by you can give up these
unfavorable activities. Vaisnava association is very essential.

THE DEMIGODS APPEAL TO $RI KRSNA

We witness so much mercy in the character of Krsna. Once,
the Earth goddess took the form of a cow, and weeping, she went
to the demigods and goddesses. “I cannot tolerate the weight of
all these bogus, sinful people,” she said. “They are unaware of
their eternal nature and are like demons. They do not know the
religion of the soul and think, ‘We are the monarchs of all.”

Who were these sinful, bogus people? Jarasandha, Duryodhana,
Aghasura, Bakasura, Sisupala, Dantavakra, Paundraka Vasudeva,
Kalayavana, and especially Kammsa. They were always eating,
drinking, and mating - nothing else. They had no spiritual goal
and did anything to be happy. They took fish, meat, and wine and
did any worldly act. As a result, they began to forget that they are
the soul, part and parcel of Krsna and His eternal servant. The
general populace became influenced by these persons and also
became like them.

Therefore, the Earth goddess approached the demigods, weep-
ing. The demigods and demigoddesses could not think of any solu-
tion, so all of them, along with the Earth goddess, went to Lord
Brahma and Lord Siva. They too could not give them any remedy.
At last, Brahma took them all to the Milk Ocean, and there he began
to meditate on Garbhodakasayi Visnu, an expansion of Krsna.

After meditating for some time, Lord Brahma heard something.
Garbhodakasay1 Visnu was telling him, “I know everything. My
master, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, has ordered
Me to give this message to you, which you should share with
the other demigods: ‘Very soon, Krsna will come to Earth and
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do what the Earth goddess wants done. All the bogus persons
and demons who do not believe in God, in the Vedas, in the
fundamental nature of the living entity, or in the principles of
bhakti will soon be destroyed.

“‘Krsna will soon appear in the Yadu dynasty. All you demi-
gods should take birth in that dynasty also, either in Vraja or
in Mathura. Your wives should also take birth in the Yadava
dynasty or they should take birth as the gopis of Vraja and serve
Srimati Radhika’” Lord Brahma repeated what he had heard from
Garbhodakasay1 Visnu to all the demigods present, and then
everyone returned to their respective abodes.

Jarasandha, Karhsa, Ravana, Duryodhana, and all other demons
only engaged their senses in worldly pursuits. They did not believe
that they are a soul, part and parcel of Krsna. They thought they
could be happy solely by indulging in different forms of material
pleasures, like associating with women, acquiring wealth and
reputation, and by controlling others with their power.

Krsna came to establish the process of self-realization for the
age (yuga-dharma). Do you know about yuga-dharma? [Within the
material creation,] there are four periods of time known as yugas:
Satya-yuga, Treta-yuga, Dvapara-yuga, and Kali-yuga. [Each of these
four yugas has a specific prescribed spiritual practice (dharma).]
In Satya-yuga, all persons were very religious-minded and were
always meditating on the Supreme Lord. There were also demons
in Satya-yuga, such as Hiranyaksa and Hiranyakasipu, but they
were rare. In Treta-yuga, the yuga-dharma was to perform fire
sacrifices, as Lord Ramacandra did, for the welfare of the whole
world. In Dvapara-yuga, the yuga-dharma was to serve the deities in
the temple. And in [the present yuga,] Kali-yuga, the yuga-dharma
is the congregational chanting of the holy names of the Lord.

Krsna came to the material world for many reasons, one of
them being to establish the yuga-dharma. What was the yuga-
dharma at the time of Krsna’s appearance in Dvapara-yuga? It
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was deity worship. But what is real dharma? Real dharma refers to
the eternal nature, or occupation, of the soul. Krsna established
this by speaking Bhagavad-gita.

Within Srimad-Bhdgavatam, in chapters such as Uddhava-
samvada, Krsna established that the living entities’ intrinsic
nature is to love God. Srimad-Bhdgavatam is the gist of all the
Vedas, Upanisads, Puranas, Ramayana, and Mahabhdrata. 1t is
the essence of all scriptures. In Srimad-Bhdgavatam, it is said that
Sri Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and our highest
object of worship, and that Vrndavana, His holy abode, is non-
different from Him. The method of worship of the milkmaids of
Vraja, the gopis, is the best of all methods of worship. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu Himself has accepted these conclusions.

aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama vrnddavanam
ramya kacid updsana vraja-vadhii-vargena ya kalpita
Srimad-bhagavatam pramanam amalam premd pum artho mahan
Sri-caitanya-mahdprabhor matam idam tatradaro nah parah
Caitanya-mainjusa,
Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura

[Sri Krsna, the son of the king of Vraja, is our exclusive
object of worship and love. In the same way that He is
worshipful, so is His transcendental abode, Sri Vrndavana-
dhama. The mood in which the young brides of Vraja
[the gopis, headed by Srimati Radhiki] worship Him
is the highest and ultimate form of love of God. Srimad-
Bhagavatam alone is the immaculate scriptural evidence
of this. Pure love for Krsna is the supreme objective of
life [beyond mundane religiosity, economic development,
sense gratification, and impersonal liberation]. This is
the conception of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. We hold this
conclusion in supreme regard [and have no inclination or
respect for any other conclusion or cheating opinions].]
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Actually, Krsna came to establish the religion of love for God,
and He established it. Uddhava realized it by associating with the
gopis. Krsna Himself said:

na paraye 'ham niravadya-samyujam
sva-sadhu-krtyam vibudhdayusdpi vah
ya mabhajan durjaya-geha-srnikhaldah
samvrscya tad vah pratiyatu sadhuna
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.32.22)

[My darling gopis, your meeting Me is innocent and
immaculate in every respect, because it is devoid of
even a single iota of desire for your own happiness. It
is overflowing with supremely pure love. Although the
bonds of affection for the members of one’s own home are
impossible to overcome, you have completely demolished
them. Thus, for loving service to Me, you have transgressed
the moral laws of this world. Even if I lived as long as the
gods, I would be unable to requite even one drop of your
love, sacrifice, and service. All of you may free Me from
debt simply by your own gentle nature, but I am forever
the debtor of your prema, and will always continue to be.]

“I can never repay the gopis. Never” Krsna feels He cannot
possibly repay the gopis for their selfless service, even if He were
to have hundreds of thousands of births as Indra or others with
extended longevity In actuality, Srimad-Bhdgavatam speaks of
the gopis’ - especially Srimati Radhika’s - intrinsic love for Krsna.
Although Srimati Radhikd’s name is not directly mentioned
within the §rimad-Bhdgavatam, Her name is there everywhere.

Now again comes the question: How did Krsna come to the
Earth planet?

3 When Krsna enacts human-like pastimes, He forgets He is God, the creator
of Indra and others who live for an extremely long time.
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In India, the Yadu dynasty is still present today. Before
Krsna appeared in the Yadu dynasty, there was a king named
Ajamidha. He had two wives. One was in a dynasty of those in
the administrative, military class (ksatriyas). The other wife
was in the lineage of cowherd people (gopas and gopis). From
the ksatrayini lineage came Siirasena, and from Siirasena came
Vasudeva Maharaja [of Mathura]. From the gopi’s womb came
Parjanya, and from Parjanya came Nanda Baba [of Vraja]. So
actually, Nanda Baba and Vasudeva Maharaja are brothers.* One
is a gopa and one is a ksatriya, but they are brothers.

Karhsa's father, King Ugrasena, had a brother named Devaka,
and Devaka had a daughter named Devaki. When Devaki had
attained maturity, her marriage ceremony was performed, in
which she was married to Vasudeva Maharaja. Kamsa was so
happy that his sister* was going to be married. After the marriage
ceremony, Karhsa gladly sat his sister and brother-in-law on a
golden chariot, which he drove with his own hands.

Karhsa held the reins of the chariot in his left hand and a
whip in his right, and he carried a sword in his belt. His sister
and brother-in-law wore the beautiful dress and decoration of
a bride and bridegroom. As the chariot proceeded toward the
home of Vasudeva Maharaja, suddenly, an aerial voice said, “O
foolish Kamsa, you are ignorant. The eighth son of Devaki, whom
you are now carrying on the chariot, will kill you.”

Hearing this, Kamhsa immediately jumped down from the
chariot. Dropping the horses’ reins and his whip, he took the
sword from his belt. Taking the hair of Devaki in his left hand and
raising his sword in his right, he cried, “I will kill you!” He was
thinking, “If Devaki is killed, there will be no first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth son to kill me.”

This is the symptom of one who is ndstika. What is the
meaning of ndstika?

4 In Indian culture, a cousin is often referred to as one’s brother or sister.
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Devotees: Atheist.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Atheist, one who does not
believe in God. Kammsa knew that what this aerial voice spoke
would come true, but he thought, “I will make this prediction false
by killing Devaki.” He never thought, “If the aerial voice speaks
the truth, then how can I stop it?” In fact, Karhsa was unable to
kill her, but still he said, “I will make this prediction false!” and
took up his sword.

An atheist thinks, “There is no God, no controller of this world.
[ am the controller of this world. I can do anything I wish.” But
really, he cannot.

In the meantime, Krsna inspired Vasudeva to turn to Karhsa
and say, “Oh, why do you want to kill her? You are very much a
coward. You fear a lady? Only a coward can kill a woman. Any
strong, noble personality would never do such a thing. Yet you
want to kill not just any lady but your very dear, darling sister.
You must not kill her”

“But her eighth son will come and kill me!” Kamsa said.

Vasudeva believed this, and he believed that Devaki would
surely have an eighth son. He was unable to make a false statement
to Kamsa. He had strong faith [that what the aerial voice spoke
must come true]. He thought, “I should be an instrument. Surely,
the eighth son will come.”

Vasudeva said to Kamsa, “You know well that anyone who takes
birth will eventually die. Even if Devaki lives for a hundred years
or more, eventually she will die. Why kill her? You know that you
also will die. Why are you fearing death? Also, I have decided to
give you all my sons, not only the eighth. I will give you any son that
is born to us, and you can put him to death. Why kill your sister?”

Karhsa trusted the words of Vasudeva Maharaja, because he
knew that he was a very religious person and would not fail to
honor his word. Karhsa thus set Vasudeva and Devaki free, but he
kept a close watch on them.



THE BIRTH OF $RT KRSNA IN GOKULA

After some time, the first son was born. Vasudeva picked him
up and gave him to Maharaja Karhsa, who said, “I do not fear this
son. There is no sense in my sinning unnecessarily,” and set the
child free.

But Vasudeva Maharaja was not convinced. He knew that such
persons can change their mind at any moment. Sometimes they
become angry, and sometimes they take pity on others. Some-
times they laugh, and sometimes they are very fearful. Nothing
is certain.

In the meantime, Narada Rsi came there and said, “My dear
son Kamsa, you are a very foolish person. You know that the
eighth son will be born and that the other seven sons will grow
bigger and bigger and help the eighth son kill you. Visnu knows
much about politics and is very tricky. He may count in such a way
that the seventh child will be the eighth. We cannot say which
of Vasudeva’s sons Visnu will consider the first, second, third, and
so on. Therefore, you should kill all of his sons.”

Why did Narada do this? Because it would take at least ten
years for the eighth son to come, which is a very long time.> By
then, Kammsa would have destroyed the whole world. Karmsa
should be killed before that — very soon. Narada desired that the
sons of Devaki quickly take birth and perish, so that Krsna would
soon come and kill Karhsa.

Narada also said to Karhsa, “I have heard in a meeting of the
demigods that they are making a clique to oppose you. Actually,
the entire Yadava dynasty are demigods, and the wives of the
demigods have become wives of the Yadavas. All will help Him
to kill you.”

Karhsa became furious. He greatly trusted Narada Rsi. He
considered him his guru and was certain he knew everything.

5 The pastimes of the Supreme Lord exist beyond the realm of material logic.
“0 Arjuna, My birth and activities are transcendental...” (Bhagavad-gita 4.9).
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Narada Rsi left, and Kamsa called for the return of Vasudeva
Maharaja’s first son. He then killed him, smashing him onto a
stone. When [the first] six sons of Vasudeva Maharaja were killed,
what happened?

[To Navina-krsna Brahmacari] You should speak something.

SRI KRSNA IS BORN IN GOKULA

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: After the first six sons were Kkilled
by Karhsa, Devaki again became pregnant. Krsna was to come
as the eighth son of Devaki, but whenever the Supreme Lord
descends to the Earth planet, His transcendental abode manifests.
So first, Baladeva Prabhu, who embodies the reality of the Lord’s
transcendental realm, appeared in the womb of Mother Devaki-
devl as her seventh child. Simultaneously, He entered the womb
of Rohini-devi, another wife of Vasudeva Mahar3ja, in His original,
complete form. The form of Baladeva in Devaki’'s womb was an
expansion of that original form.

Vasudeva Maharaja thought, “Kamsa is so wicked-minded. If
Rohini-devi remains in Mathura and gives birth to her child here,
then he could Kkill her offspring as well as Devaki’s. It is better
that I send her to Gokula, Vraja, where she can stay with Nanda
and Ya$oda” Vasudeva Maharaja therefore arranged to send her
there.

Meanwhile, about six months into the pregnancy, Krsna
ordered the personification of His internal spiritual potency,
Yogamaya-devi, to transfer the baby in the womb of Devaki-devi
to the womb of Rohini. Baladeva, the son of Devaki, thus merged
into His complete form in the womb of Rohini. Thus, the two
Baladevas combined and became one.

Similarly, Krsna simultaneously entered the womb of Devaki-
devi and the womb of Mother Yasoda. Baladeva Prabhu took birth
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[in Vraja, from Mother Rohini’'s womb] eight days prior to Krsna’s
birth. The day of Baladeva’s birth is called Raksa-bandhana or
Baladeva Piirnima.

Eight days after Baladeva’s birth in Vraja, Krsna appeared
in both Mathura and Gokula Vraja. In Mathura He appeared in
a four-armed Narayana form, sixteen years of age. He wore a
crown on His head and was adorned with many ornaments.
In His four hands, He held a conch-shell, the Sudars$ana cakra
(disc), a club, and a lotus flower, respectively. On that same day,
in Gokula, Krsna took birth from the womb of Mother Yasoda
in a two-armed form.

Krsna never took birth in Mathura from the womb of Devaki-
devi. He manifested there. It is quite impossible for a baby to be
sixteen years old when he comes from his mother’'s womb. When
a normal baby takes birth, he is not wearing any ornaments and
does not carry a club, conch-shell, lotus, or Sudarsana cakra. It
is not possible to take birth from a mother’s womb in this way.
Therefore, Krsna only appeared in Mathura; He did not take birth.
He manifested there in the form of four-armed Visnu, or Narayana.

On the same day in Vraja, however, Krsna actually took birth
from Mother Yasoda’s womb. A few minutes later, Yogamaya-
devl, the personification of His spiritual potency, also took birth
from that same womb. Because Mother Yasoda was tired [from
the first birth], she did not know that she had given birth to two
children.

Meanwhile, in the jail of Karhsa, Vasudeva Maharaja and Devaki-
devi were praying to Krsna, with folded hands. Krsna then gave
them remembrance of their previous births, in which they were
Kasyapa and Aditi, who had performed severe austerities. And
before that, they were Pré$ni and Sutapa, who had also performed
much austerity. By all these austerities, they had satisfied Lord
Visnu, and He appeared before them. Visnu told them to ask for a
benediction, and they said, “We want a son exactly like You.”
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Visnu replied, “It is mentioned in scripture:

na tasya karyam karanam ca vidyate
na tat samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate
parasya Saktir vividhaiva sriiyate
svabhaviki jiiana-bala-kriya ca

Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.8)

[He does not have any mundane work to perform, nor does
He possess material senses. There is no one like Him, and
certainly no one is greater than Him. He has an eternal and
natural superior energy that is manifested in various ways
and is the source of knowledge, strength, and activity.]

“Because you have asked for the benediction of having a son
exactly like Me, and because no one is equal to Me, I will have to
personally come as your son.”

Krsna in His four-armed form thus appeared before Vasudeva
and Devaki in Karsa’s jail in Mathura. He summoned the influ-
ence of Yogamaya, and at once, a parental mood came in the
heart of Vasudeva and Devaki [overcoming their mood of awe
and reverence]. They prayed to Him, “babhiiva prakrtah Sisuh -
please be like a worldly child so that we can protect You” (Srimad-
Bhdgavatam 10.3.46). [The Lord then withdrew His four-armed
form and appeared before them with two arms, like an ordinary
child.]

Krsna ordered Vasudeva, “Take Me to Gokula, Vraja.” Pre-
viously, Vasudeva Maharaja had said to Kamsa, “I promise that
[ will give you all of my sons.” But when Krsna Himself appeared
as his son and ordered Vasudeva to take Him to Gokula, Vasudeva
Maharaja did just that, thereby breaking his promise to Kamsa.
We may ask, “Is such dishonest behavior religious?” Krsna
has said, “man-nimittam krtam pdapam api dharmaya kalpate,”
(Padma Purana). This means that if a person performs any
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sinful activity, not for his own benefit but for Krsna’s or because
Krsna has ordered him to, then that is real religion. It is the
best religion, because Krsna is Truth. The demigods are praying
to Krsna:

satya-vratam satya-param tri-satyam
satyasya yonim nihitam ca satye
satyasya satyam rta-satya-netram
satyatmakam tvam saranam prapannah
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.2.26)

O Bhagavan, whatever You desire becomes reality. You
are true to Your vow because You are responsible for
manifesting Your own desires. Truthfulness is the means
to attain You and therefore You are the Supreme Truth.
You are unchanged during creation, maintenance, and
destruction. You are Truth itself. You are the root cause of
the five major ingredients of creation: earth, water, fire,
air, and space. After these elements are again manifested
during creation, You are present within them as the
indwelling Supersoul, and after devastation, only You
remain. You are the origin of both truthful speech and
equal vision. Therefore, we are taking shelter of You, who
are the original form of the Absolute Truth.

Therefore [when Krsna was in the womb of Devaki], the
demigods prayed to Him, “You are Truth, past, present, and
future. You are the embodiment of Truth.”

Obeying Krsna’s order, Vasudeva Maharaja took Krsna to
Gokula. As he approached the river Yamuna, he saw that Yamuna
was flooding. “How can I carry this boy across?” he thought. “It is
not possible.”

While he was considering what to do, Yogamaya-devi appeared
there in the form of a jackal and swam across the Yamuna River.
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When Vasudeva saw this, he thought, “Oh, there is not so much
water. If a jackal can effortlessly cross, then I can also.”

Vasudeva Maharaja picked up baby Krsna and entered the
Yamuna. Heavy rain continued to pour, and bright flashes of
lightning lit up the night sky. Baladeva Prabhu, in the form of
Anantadeva, the giant transcendental snake with thousands of
hoods, covered Vasudeva Maharaja and baby Krsna with His
hoods, protecting them from the torrential rainfall. Due to the
influence of Yogamaya-devi, Vasudeva Maharaja was not aware
of Anantadeva’s protective presence above him.

As Vasudeva was crossing the river Yamuna, the water level
rose higher and higher, because Yamuna-devi was very eager to
touch the lotus feet of Krsna. At first, Vasudeva Maharaja carried
Krsna in his arms, but after some time, he placed Krsna on his
head. Just as Vasudeva Maharaja was about to disappear under the
water’s surface, Krsna thought, “Oh, this is very hard for My father,”
and He touched Yamuna-devi with His feet. Yamuna-devi became
satisfied and her waters receded, allowing Vasudeva and Krsna
to easily cross. Upon reaching the other side of the river Yamuna,
Vasudeva Maharaja immediately took Krsna to Gokula to stay.

Meanwhile in Gokula, two children had just been born from
the womb of Mother Yasoda: one boy (Krsna) and one girl
(Yogamaya). But when Vasudeva Maharaja arrived at the home of
Yasoda and Nanda Baba in Gokula, he was unaware that Yasoda
had given birth to two children. By the influence of Yogamaya,
he saw only the baby girl. Following the order Krsna had given
him in Mathura, Vasudeva placed his baby boy, Krsna the son
of Devaki, in the home of Nanda Baba and Yasoda in Gokula. He
thought, “I am keeping my son here.” As he left, he picked up the
newborn baby gir], Yogamaya, and returned with her to Kamsa’s
jail in Mathura. Upon reaching Karhsa’s prison, the locked jail
door again opened automatically, as it had done when Vasudeva
had left the jail.
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THE BIRTH OF $RT KRSNA IN GOKULA

Krsna, the son of Vasudeva and Devaki, is an expansion of that
Krsna who took birth from the womb of Mother Yasoda in Vraja.
When Vasudeva brought his son to Gokula and placed Him in the
house of Nanda Bab3, his son merged into that Krsna who is the
son of Nanda and Ya$oda, but no one could perceive this. Mother
Yasoda also did not know that Vasudeva Maharaja had taken her
newborn baby daughter, Yogamaya, and left his own son with her.
No one was conscious of this incident.

That morning in Mathura, as baby Yogamaya was crying, all
the watchmen informed Karsa that the eighth child of Vasudeva
and Devaki had taken birth the night before. Karhsa was sleeping,
but he immediately awoke and came there. Devaki-devi tried her
level best to hide that baby girl, who was not her own daughter,
and protect her from Kamsa.

She pleaded with Karsa, “O brother! This is not a boy; it is a
girl. The aerial voice said that it will be the eighth son who will
kill you, so don’t kill her. I have one suggestion: I can marry my
daughter to your son, and then she will be your daughter-in-law,
but don’t kill this baby girl.”

Karhsa had no compassion for Vasudeva and Devaki. With the
desire to smash the baby girl against a rock, he tried to snatch her
from DevakT’s lap, but she somehow slipped from his grasp and
flew into the sky, assuming an eight-armed form. “O you foolish
Karhsa,” she cried. “How can you Kkill me? Your Kkiller has already
taken birth elsewhere!”

Karhsa was astonished. He realized, “This baby girl, who just
ascended into the sky, has revealed her true form. Indeed, she is
my worshipable deity, Durga-devi (the goddess of the material
energy).” Karsa strongly believed that his worshipful deity could
never tell any lie, and thought, “Surely my Kkiller has already taken
birth somewhere else.”

Karmsa immediately called an assembly and told those present
the whole story. “My worshipable deity has declared that my
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killer has already taken birth, so how can we kill my killer?” He

arranged another meeting with Piitana, Aghasura, Bakasura, and

all the other demons. They concluded that they would kill any

babies who had taken birth in the last eight to ten days. Piitana

made a special vow: “I shall take the main responsibility for this.”
Hare Krsna.

varicha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

[I offer obeisance to the Vaisnavas, who, just like desire
trees, can fulfill the desires of everyone and who are full of
compassion for conditioned souls.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Prema-prayojana dasa]
Can you make this point clearer? Speak about Krsna’s appearance
in the jail in Mathura and His birth in Gokula.

[To the assembly of devotees] You should try to understand
this. This subject is very important. We know that Krsna has
appeared in Mathur3, in the jail of Karhsa. In Srimad-Bhagavatam
also, all these facts have been written, but it may not be clear.

Prema-prayojana dasa: According to the general conception,
people think that Krsna was born in Mathura. If we go to Mathura,
we will see many signs pointing to Krsna’s birth place. Everyone
considers Mathura to be Krsna’s birth place, and that Vasudeva
carried Him to Gokula. But in the scriptures, there are many
statements:

krsno ‘nyo yadu-sambhiito

yah ptirnah so ’sty atah parah
vrnddvanam parityajya

sva kvacin naiva gacchati

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.67)
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[The Krsna known as Yadu-kumara is Vasudeva Krsna.
He is different from the Krsna who is the son of Nanda
Maharaja. Yadu-kumara Krsna manifests His pastimes in
the cities of Mathura and Dvaraka, but Krsna, the son of
Nanda Mahar3ja, never at any time leaves Vrndavana.*]

Actually, Krsna never takes one step outside of Vrndavana.
But, if Krsna is always in Vrndavana and never leaves, how can it
be that He was born in Mathura? Krsno ‘nyo yadu-sambhtito. We
should know that the son of Vasudeva and Devaki and the son of
Yasoda and Nanda Baba are not the same. The son of Yasoda and
Nanda Baba is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supreme
Lord Sri Krsna in His original form.

The son of Vasudeva and Devaki is called Vasudeva Krsna, and
He is an expansion of Ya§oda-nandana Krsna (Krsna, the son of
Yasoda), who is the original form of Krsna. Therefore, Vasudeva
Krsna, who appeared in Karhsa’s prison cell to Vasudeva and
Devaki, was the expansion of Krsna the son of Yasoda.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Is there any difference
between an expansion of Krsna and the root [original] Krsna?

Prema-prayojana dasa: In the Brahma-samhitd it is stated,
“advaitam acyutam anddim ananta-ripam - all forms of the Lord
are one.” By authentic philosophical conclusions, by established
truths, They are all one. This is called visnu-tattva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should not say that
Krsna the son of Nanda and Yasoda and Krsna the son of Vasudeva
and Devaki are different. If you say this, all will criticize you.

Prema-prayojana dasa: It is not that They are different, They are
one. “Advaitam acyutam andadim ananta-riipam - all the unlimited
forms of Visnu are one.” To use the word ‘difference’ is not right
here, as Srila Gurudeva has corrected me. The actual word is
vaisistya (speciality). There is some speciality in each form.
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siddhantatas tv abhede 'pi
srisa-krsna-svariipayoh
rasenotkrsyate krsna-
ripam esa rasa-sthitih
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.2.59)

[According to transcendental realization, there is no
difference between the forms of (four-armed) Narayana
and (two-armed) Krsna. Yet in Krsna there is a special
transcendental attraction due to the conjugal mellow,
and consequently He surpasses Narayana. This is the
conclusion of transcendental mellows.*]

According to established philosophical conclusions, all visnu-
tattva, plenary manifestations of the Supreme Lord, are one. But
if one views each manifestation of Visnu from the perspective
of transcendental mellows, then one will see that Vrajendra-
nandana Syamasundara Krsna (the beautiful, dark-complexioned
son of the king of Vraja) is the full embodiment of all mellows
of transcendental love. Each [form] has a speciality, but this
Krsna, who is the embodiment of all loving mellows, is known by
such names as Vrajendra-nandana, Sydimasundara, Ridhanatha,
Gopinatha, Gopijana-vallabha, and Radha-kanta.

According to the perspective of established conclusions,
Krsna’s expansion is non-different from Him, but according to
the consideration of transcendental mellows and relationships,
Krsna the son of Vasudeva and Devaki is not equal to Krsna the
son of Nanda and Ya$oda.

At exactly the same time that Vasudeva Krsna appeared in
the jail of Kammsa in Mathura, Vrajendra-nandana Krsna was born
in a natural way from the womb of Mother Yasoda in Gokula.
Therefore, even though it is said by common people that Mathura
is the birthplace of Krsna, He was not actually born there; He
only appeared there, and His true birth place is Gokula.

50



THE BIRTH OF $RT KRSNA IN GOKULA

Vasudeva Krsna appeared in the prison cell, but [Yasoda-
nandana] Krsna was born in Gokula. Another reason we know
Krsna was born in Gokula is because the next day, the ceremony
in which the umbilical cord was cut took place there. This can
only take place if there is natural childbirth. This is the real
proof. Therefore, this is one of the specialities that differentiates
Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara Krsna from Vasudeva Krsna.

In the pastimes of Vasudeva Krsna, there is much aisvarya.
Aisvarya is generally understood to mean ‘opulence, but the real
meaning of aisvarya is the Supreme Lord’s performance of any
activity that cannot be performed by a human being or demigod.
If it surpasses the limitations of human beings and demigods,
then that pastime is called an aisvarya pastime. Krsna in Vraja is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and His pastimes there are
saturated in sweetness. [Even though Krsna in Vraja possesses
all aisvarya, His pastimes in Vraja are not considered aisvarya
pastimes.] Instead, they are called naravata-lild, or pastimes that
resemble the activities of ordinary human beings.

When Vasudeva Krsna appeared in the prison cell [in His
four-armed, fully ornamented Narayana form], Vrajendra-
nandana Syamasundara Krsna was born from the womb of
Mother Ya$oda in Gokula. After Krsna's appearance in Mathura,
Vasudeva Maharaja prayed to Him, and by the influence of
Yogamaya, a parental mood entered his heart: “Please become
like an ordinary child so that we can protect You.” That Vasudeva
Krsna, who had appeared in a large Visnu form, then became
like a small baby. Vasudeva Maharaja was overwhelmed, feeling,
“O my son,” and picked Him up. As soon as Vasudeva picked
up his son, the shackles fell from around his wrists, the chains
binding his legs released and fell to his feet, and all the prison
doors opened.

There is a teaching in this. What is that teaching? If we approach
the Supreme Lord with a certain mood, with relationship - “O my
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son,” “O my friend,” or “O my beloved,” - then, very quickly, all
the bondage of material existence will fall away. Picking up baby
Vasudeva Krsna, Vasudeva Maharaja carried Him out of Karsa's
dungeon and headed toward the river Yamuna.

When Vasudeva arrived at Yamuna, it was flooded because
of the very strong rainfall, making crossing dangerous. He did
not know how to proceed or how he would cross. Still, he was
determined to carry out the order of Vasudeva Krsna, who had
told him, “Please take Me to Gokula and exchange Me with the
daughter of Mother Yasoda.”

At that time, a jackal appeared there and began to cross the
river. Vasudeva thought, “Maybe I actually can cross.”

There is a teaching in this, also: When we try to advance in
our Krsna consciousness, many, many obstacles will come, but if
we are very determined to carry out the order of guru and Krsna,
then by their mercy, some guidance will manifest and help us
cross beyond those obstacles.

As Vasudeva Maharaja was crossing the river, Anantadeva
came behind him with His many hoods and sheltered him. In
the same way;, if a person is determined to carry out the order
of guru and Krsna, we should know that guru-tattva, in the form
of Anantadeva and that person’s gurudeva, are with him at every
moment, protecting him from many difficulties and obstacles.

When Vasudeva arrived in Gokula, he approached Vrajendra-
nandana Syamasundara and Yogamaya, who had been born at the
same time. It is understood that Mother Yasoda had given birth to
twins, one boy and one girl. The boy was the original Krsna, and
the girl was Yogamaya-devl. Vasudeva Maharaja did not see the
original Krsna. He merely came and placed his child, Vasudeva
Krsna, on the bed, and this Vasudeva Krsna merged into the body
of the original Supreme Personality of Godhead, Yasoda-nandana
Krsna. He then picked up the newborn baby girl, Yogamaya-devi,
and carried her back to Mathura.

52



THE BIRTH OF $RT KRSNA IN GOKULA

varicha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

[I offer obeisance to the Vaisnavas, who, just like desire
trees, can fulfill the desires of everyone and who are full of
compassion for conditioned souls.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To a nearby devotee] Can
you say the name of the father and mother of Krsna?

Devotee: Nanda Maharaja and Ya$oda.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not Vasudeva?
Devotee: No...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This is wrong. You should
reconcile this, because He was also the son of Vasudeva and
Devaki. If you do not reconcile this, then Srimad-Bhagavatam will
be considered incorrect.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari (now known as Sripad
Bhaktivedanta Asrama Maharaja): In the Srimad-Bhdgavatam it
is stated that Krsna is the son of Devaki. We accept this statement
from Srimad-Bhdgavatam as fact. Butthen how can we understand
the statements of Prema-prayojana Prabhu and Navina-krsna
Prabhu that Krsna is actually the son of Mother Yasoda? Actually
He is the son of both Mother Yasoda and Devaki-devi.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Mahardja: The question arises
whether or not Devaki had any pregnancy. Was there anyone in
her womb?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who was in her womb? Was
it not Krsna? Devaki had a child in her womb for eight months.
How did that child get there? In this world, a child comes into
the womb from husband to wife, but in this instance, there was
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no such process. Vasudeva Maharaja recited a mantra: om namo
bhagavate vasudevaya. By this mantra, Krsna entered the womb
of Devaki. Vasudeva spoke the mantra in the ear of Devaki, just
as gurudeva gives mantra to his disciple, by which Krsna comes
in our ‘womb, our heart. In the same way, by Vasudeva Maharaja
speaking this mantra, Krsna came as transcendental sound.
Krsna is the same as transcendental sound.

He entered the womb of Devaki. But who was He? He was
narayana-tattva. Lord Narayana had given a benediction to
Devaki and Vasudeva in their previous life as Kasyapa and Aditi,
and also in their prior births as Vrsni and Sutapa. Kasyapa and
Aditi had wanted a son like Him. Like whom? Like four-armed
Narayana. Narayana came and said, “There is no one equal to Me,
and so I, Myself, will have to enter your womb.”

That very Narayana, the expansion of Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Vrajendra-nandana, entered the womb
of Devaki-devl. That is why Vasudeva Krsna, four-armed Krsna,
appeared from her womb. Narayana never comes from a womb;
He always resides in the heart. From this womb, four-armed Krsna
appeared, and He is Vasudeva, nardyana-tattva, the expansion
of [Vrajendra-nandana] Krsna. According to the perspective of
established truth, They are the same. Yet, there are specialities
in each of Them.

Who was in the womb of Mother Yasoda? In their previous
birth, Yasoda and Nanda Baba were Drona and Dhara. In that life,
they performed many austerities and worshiped Brahma [the
creator of the material universe]. Brahma is a devotee of Krsna,
and he knew that Krsna is the eternal son of Nanda and Yasoda.
While in trance, Brahma saw that very soon Krsna would enter
the womb of Yasoda. Brahma gave a benediction to Drona and
Dhara: “You will possess so much [parental] love and affection
for Krsna that He will enter your womb as your son.”
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Therefore, Krsna Himself, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who possesses all sweetness and all majesty and opulence,
entered the womb of Mother Yasoda. Krsna appeared in Mathura
and took birth in Gokula on the same day, at the very same
time - at midnight on the eighth day of the lunar cycle in the
month of Bhadra (August-September). In Mathura, He appeared
in a four-armed form, as a sixteen-year-old boy, with four hands,
holding Sudars$ana cakra, a club, lotus, and conch, but in Gokula,
He was born with two arms like an ordinary baby - no hair or
ornaments, nothing.

When Vasudeva Maharaja took his baby boy across the Yamuna
to the house of Nanda Bab3, the boy merged into the two-armed
Krsna. When Krsna appeared in the jail of Karhsa, there was no
link, no umbilical cord connecting Devaki and her son, Vasudeva
Krsna. But there in Nanda Baba’s house in Vraja, there was a
link between Krsna and His mother (Yasoda). In the morning,
an expert lady came and cut the umbilical cord. Many brahmana
priests came and began to recite mantras. A bath was given to
Krsna. So many things were done there in Vraja, just as when any
lady gives birth to a child. All procedures were performed. But in
Mathura, nothing was done. Do you understand?

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, came from the
womb of Yasoda. On the basis of established truth (tattva), both
Krsna the son of Devaki and Vasudeva, and Krsna the son of
Yasoda and Nanda Baba, are the same, but from the perspective
of transcendental mellow, and from the perspective of potency,
Krsna the son of Yasoda and Nanda Baba is superior. How is He
superior?

A son will sit on the lap of his mother, but when he becomes
older, when he has matured, he is given in marriage to a woman
and becomes her husband. He is still the same person, but when
he was a little boy, he thought, “She is my mother and I am her
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son.” When he is married, what does he think? “I am the husband
of this woman,” and His wife thinks, “He is my beloved husband.”
She cannot think of him as her son.

When Krsna is a little baby, He is like a son, and when He
grows older, He is the object of all rasas (transcendental relation-
ships) and reciprocates with devotees according to the various
gradations of their love. Vrajendra-nandana Krsna is the object
of all rasas, but Vasudeva Krsna can never be. He can only be
the object of affection for those who relate to Him with moods
of neutrality, servitude, partial parental affection, and partial
friendship, but not for those with a mood of amorous affection.
Therefore, Vasudeva Krsna and Vrajendra-nandana Krsna each
have Their specialities. You should know that Krsna is partly the
son of Vasudeva and Devaki, but He is fully the son of Nanda and
Yasoda.

This is naimittika-lila. Do you know the meaning of naimittika-
lila? Naimittika means ‘occasional’

Krsna’s eightfold daily pastimes, such as cowherding, his
friendship with the cowherd boys, and rasa-lila, are all nitya-lila
(eternal pastimes).

In Krsna’s eternal pastimes in the spiritual world, Krsna never
takes birth from the womb of Yasoda, but all think that He has. But
here in this world, Krsna performs naimittika-lila. The killing of
Karhsa, Aghasura, Bakasura, and all these demonts, is naimittika-
lila; they are not eternal pastimes. In Krsna's pastimes in the
spiritual world, there is a mood that these pastimes have taken
place, that Kamsa is there, but the actual form of Karsa is not
there. Karhsa can never enter Krsna’s transcendental pastimes in
the spiritual world, but there may be a mood or conception that
he is present.

All Vrajavasis think, “Krsna has gone to Mathura and killed
Karhsa. Now He has returned from Mathura.” This is due to
Krsna's pastimes in this world. Krsna’s pastimes related to killing
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Karhsa, His appearance before Devaki, and His birth from the
womb of Yasoda are seen only in His pastimes in this world, not
in the spiritual world.

All the Vrajavasis understand that Krsna has taken birth just
one month ago, or two months, six years, or nine years ago. But
the actual pastime did not take place.

When you do bhajana (real internal service and worship) and
become mature in that, you will cross this infant stage of being
a neophyte devotee and become an intermediate devotee. Then
you will realize something of what we have spoken. And then,
when you attain the stage of being a devotee on the topmost
platform, you will realize more. Finally, when you totally give
up this body and go to the transcendental world, you can realize
all these things. Before this, you should know all philosophical
conclusions and try to believe in them.

57



KRSNA DESTROYING THE SAKATASURA DEMON



Krsna's

Farly Childhood
Pastbmes




rsna’s pastimes are of two kinds:

(1) full of majesty and opulence

(aisvarya-mayi) and (2) full of
sweetness (madhurya-mayi). Vaikuntha
means the spiritual sky, where there is so
much opulence. In Goloka (the topmost
planet in Vaikuntha), there is also great
opulence, but Krsna’s sweetness and His
sweet pastimes cover that opulence.

------------



KRSNA, THE SON
~s\c OF NANDA AND YASODA

==

Srila Narayana Gosvami Mahiraja: You should come with me
to Goloka Vrndavana.

Devotees: Gaura-premanande! Hari Haribol!

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yesterday, we heard that
Krsna took birth in Gokula, and that the Krsna who appeared
in Mathura mixed with that Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara
Krsna upon reaching Gokula from Mathura. We heard how [baby]
Yogamaya was taken by Vasudeva and placed in the hands of
Karhsa. When she was in the hands of Vasudeva Maharaja, she
was Yogamaya (the spiritual pastime potency), but when Karhsa
took her in his hands, she at once disappeared, and in her place
came her manifestation, Mahamaya - her shadow. Yogamaya
always helps souls serve Krsna, but Mahamaya punishes living
entities and throws them far away from Him. Karhsa did not
know that this switch had happened.

Karhsa took this baby in his hands and threw her onto a
stone. At once she flew into the sky and became Durga-devi, or
Mahamaya, the shadow of Yogamaya. He saw that she was eight-
armed and bore many weapons, and that she was sitting on a
lion. He offered his obeisance to her, and she put her feet on his
head. Merely by the touch of her toe, he fell down and began to
roll on the Earth. He then began to pray.

Mahamaya-dev1 told him, “You cannot kill me or my Prabhu.
The eighth child of Devaki has already appeared in another place.”
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What was happening in Gokula at that time? In the morning
following Krsna’s birth, Nanda Maharaja held a big festival. The
umbilical cord connecting Yasoda and her baby boy was cut. All
the ladies saw this. They saw that Krsna, a very beautiful baby,
had come from the womb of Yasoda, so no one in Vraja could ever
believe that Krsna took birth in Mathura. They witnessed His
birth in Gokula with their own eyes. But the residents of Mathura
never witnessed His birth; none of them ever saw that.

[Playfully] The residents of Mathura may be liars [regarding
Krsna’s birthplace], but not the residents of Vraja, the Vrajavasis.
We should believe the Vrajavasis, not the Mathuravasis. If Krsna
says He has taken birth in Mathura, then He is also a liar. We
cannot believe Mathures$a Krsna. We should only believe Yasoda
and the gopis, Nanda Baba, and those who reside in Vraja. Krsna
is surely the son of Nanda Baba and Yasoda.

In Srimad-Bhdagavatam, however, Sukadeva Gosvami has
stated, “Krsna is the son of Vasudeva. He took birth in Mathura.”
Is it false? It is not false. Why not? Because Sukadeva Gosvami
wanted to please Pariksit Maharaja. Who was Pariksit Maharaja?
How was he connected with that Krsna who appeared in Mathura?

Arjuna was married to Subhadrj, the sister of Vasudeva Krsna
and the daughter of Vasudeva and Devaki. Maharaja Pariksit, the
grandson of Maharaja Yudhisthira, would have been happy to
know that Krsna was in his dynasty. In order to please Pariksit
Maharaja, Sukadeva spoke like this, but really, if Sukadeva had
been speaking to Yasoda, Nanda Baba, or any Vrajavasi, then
what would he have said? He would have said that Krsna is the
son of Nanda Baba and Yasoda.

Though Sukadeva Gosvami spoke like this to please Pariksit
Maharaja, by chance, two things automatically came from his
mouth. First, he expressed how happy Nanda Baba felt when a
son was born from the womb of Yasoda:
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nandas tv dtmaja utpanne
jatahlado maha-manah
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.5.1)

[Nanda Maharaja was naturally very magnanimous, and
when Lord Sri Krsna appeared as his son, he was over-
whelmed by jubilation.*]

Secondly, he used the word pasuparigajaya when narrating
Brahma’s prayers to Krsna.

naumidya te ‘bhra-vapuse tadid-ambaraya
gufijavatamsa-paripiccha-lasan-mukhaya
vanya-sraje kavala-vetra-visana-venu-
laksma-Sriye mrdu-pade pasupangajaya
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.14.1)

[[Lord Brahma said:] O Prince of Vraja, You are worshipful
for the whole world. O You whose complexion is the color
of a new, dark raincloud. Your yellow garment beautifies
Your dark, fresh, raincloud-colored limbs like a steady
streak of lightning. Your neck is decorated with a garland
of gufija berries, Your ears with ornaments, and Your
head with a crown of peacock feathers. A garland of forest
flowers and leaves adorns Your neck, a morsel of rice
mixed with yogurt is in Your hand, Your eyes are shaped
like lotus petals, and Your appearance with Your flute and
buffalo horn is exquisitely beautiful. Your lotus feet, which
are the shelter of Laksmi-devi, are very soft and full of
affection for Your devotees. You are always moving here
and there in the Vrndavana forest on Your soft lotus feet,
to enjoy Your pleasure pastimes. All glories unto You, son
of Nanda Maharaja, who tend the cows. Please accept my
obeisance.]
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Brahma is our guru. He cannot speak falsely. He is saying
pasupangajaya. “O Krsna, You have come from the womb of
Yasoda.” Pasu means gopa [or gopi]. Here, Nanda Baba is the gopa,
and Ya$oda is the gopi. [Ariga-jdya means ‘to his son, Krsna.]

Jayati jana-nivaso devaki-janma-vado®. This verse is the
essence of the entire Srimad-Bhdagavatam. It states devaki-janma-
vado. Some persons may say, “Krsna is the son of Devaki,” but this
is only vada (theory). Vada means it is not true.

“Krsna is the son of Yasoda-devi” This is true. Ignorant
persons, those who do not know transcendental truths, will speak
differently. The truth has been written in Srimad-Bhagavatam
many times.

1 jayati jana-nivaso devaki-janma-vado
yadu-vara-parisat svair dorbhir asyann adharmam
sthira-cara-vrjina-ghnah su-smita-sri-mukhena
vraja-pura-vanitanam vardhayan kama-devam
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.90.48)

Sri Krsna resides in everyone’s heart as the Supersoul. (Or:
He lives among His own near and dear relatives, the gopas or
Yadavas. Or: He is present in the heart of every living entity, and
He is the shelter of all.) It is only a rumor that He was born from
the womb of Devaki; actually He has no birth. He is served by
the best of the Yadu dynasty. (Or: He is the honorable chairman
in the assembly of the Yadavas.) Although He can accomplish
anything simply by His desire, by the strength of His own arms
(or: by the strength of His arms in the form of His associates
like Bhima and Arjuna), He destroys the demons who oppose
the principles of religion. He takes away the pain of the endless
chain of birth and death from all moving and non-moving
living entities. (Or: He takes away the pain of separation that
all moving and non-moving living entities in Vraja-puri feel in
His absence.) He increases the transcendental desire of all the
young gopis, of Vraja-purl (or: of all the ladies of Mathura-purt,
Dvaraka-puri, and Vraja-puri) by His smiling lotus face. May
that Sri Krsna be ever victorious.
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When the gopis are in an angry mood, they say to Krsna, “You
are not the son of Yasoda, because You are mischievous. You must
be the son of Devaki and Vasudeva.”

[Speaking to the audience] Are you Vrajavasis or Mathuravasis?
Those who are Mathuravasis or who want to be Mathuravasis,
should raise their hands. [No hands are raised.] Now, those who
want to be Vrajavasis should raise their hands. [All raise their
hands.] You should all know that Krsna is son of Yasoda and
Nanda Baba.

THE DEMONESS PUTANA (f}\%

Now you should again come with me to Gokula Mahavana.

There, Krsna was only two or three days old. He was so
beautiful, so very attractive. Even His weeping was charming.
Though He was naked, He was more beautiful than when He was
decorated. His everything - His crying, His weeping, His laughing,
His smiling — was so very charming. All Vrajavasis were charmed.

In the meantime, Karhsa again heard an aerial voice: “Your
enemy has appeared in another place.” He became very angry.
He thought, “They conspired against me and have somehow sent
this boy to another place.” He declared to his associates, “O my
dear friends..” Who were these friends? Aghasura, Bakasura,
Piitana, Caniira, Mustika - all. “You should try to discover where
this boy is, and you should kill Him by any means.”

Meanwhile, Pitana arrived. She reminded him that he was
her brother. Previously, when Karhsa was trying to conquer the
whole world, Putana was his enemy and they fought each other.
Karhsa could not defeat her;, and so he attempted to make peace.
“You are my sister;” he said, and Putana told him, “You are my
brother. We should help each other”
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Now Putana wanted to support Kammsa. She promised, “I will
kill that boy wherever He is in this world. [ will find Him, because
[ know many tricks and much magic. I will very quickly search
out that boy and Kill him.”

Pilitana had no son. She was ugly and impure, because she was
always taking the blood and flesh of brand new baby boys. She
changed her ugly feature in order to appear as a beautiful young
mother, and after putting poison in her breasts, she immediately
went here and there in the villages, looking for new baby boys,
those whose age was between birth and ten days. Using magic,
she took those new babies and consumed their blood, flesh, and
everything. Finally, when all new baby boys were murdered, she
came to Gokula.

Now, you may ask, “There are so many great personalities
who practice spiritual life, but they cannot become free from
the deluding material potency and they cannot reach Gokula in
Goloka. How, then, could Piitana come to Gokula?” Even perfected
personalities such as Sanaka, Sanandana, and Sanatana, who are
no longer under the control of the deluding material potency,
cannot go to Gokula. But if a person performs internal worship and
service of the Lord (bhajana) under the guidance of the residents
of Vrndavana - the friends, father, mother, or gopi beloveds of
Krsna, especially a gopi - he can go to Gokula, otherwise not.

How did this demoness Piitana enter Gokula? Yogamaya
attracted her, otherwise, she could not have gone there. Only
exalted, liberated personalities who have developed great love
and affection for Krsna in their previous births can gain entrance.
Demons cannot go, but Yogamaya attracted Pitana. Why? She did
so in order for the love and affection [of the Vrajavasis for Krsna]
to be renewed. If there is no current in one’s love and affection,
if it remains the same, then it stagnates and becomes like snow.
That love becomes frozen and somewhat sickly and feeble. It
cannot please Krsna or make Him happy.
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Yogamaya attracted Piitana in order to renew the love and
affection of Yasoda and all the residents of Vraja. They saw that a
boy - Krsna - came from the womb of Yasoda. After just two days,
Krsna was crying and Yasoda had gone somewhat far away from
Him. She had thought to do something and was late in attending
to her son. Her transcendental love had become somewhat weak,
and for this reason, Yogamaya attracted Putana.

But there was also another reason Piitana came.

When Vamanadeva [an incarnation of Krsna] went to the
home of Bali Maharaja, He came in a very small form. Although He
was short in stature, He was very beautiful. When Vamanadeva
went there, He begged three steps of land from Bali Maharaja.
Bali Maharaja’s daughter, Ratnamal3, saw Him and thought, “This
boy is very beautiful. I have no child. I want Him to be my child.”

Vamanadeva knew of her desire and said, “Yes, I will become
your son.” But later, Ratnamala saw that Vamanadeva had become
so tall. He took [with His first two steps] all of Bali’s kingdom - as
well as all the heavenly planets, the abode of Lord Matsya, the
abode of Lord Brahma, and other places - and with His third step
He took the body of Bali Maharaja. Finally, He bound him. Bali fell
down to the ground and began to cry. Seeing this, Ratnamala said,
“This Vamanadeva is very dangerous. If He were to become my
son, [ would give Him poison.”

Krsna [the source of Vamanadeva and all other Visnu expan-
sions] satisfied the desire of Ratnamala in her later birth as
Pitana. She came to Vraja disguised as a mother, but because she
had no son, her breasts did not give milk. If there is no baby, there
is no breast milk. Ladies who have no children naturally have
no breast milk. If a lady has a child, milk is produced from her
breasts while the child is young. When the child grows up, the
mother’s milk dries up. There was no milk in Plitana’s breasts,
but by using magic, she put a very strong poison in them.
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If a person touches poison, he will die, but Piitana put poison
in her breasts and placed Krsna on her lap. After some time, she
realized that Krsna had closed His eyes and was not drinking. If
Krsna did not take her ‘milk, how would He die? She pumped
the poison into Krsna’s mouth and held the back of His head to
crush it, but she could not. Krsna sucked out the poison, along
with her life and soul. He is so powerful that He can turn poison
into nectar. He sucked the poison from the breast of Piitana, and
He also sucked out her life airs. She began to call out, “Leave me!
Leave me! Leave me!”

Even though Piitana had the power of ten thousand elephants,
she could not break Krsna’s grasp. She tried her best to push Him
away, but baby Krsna continued sucking the breast of Pitana,
holding onto her breast with His two small hands. She could not
get rid of Him. She cried, “I have used all of my power and I cannot
get rid of this Krsna. Maybe my brother Karhsa can help me.”

Pitana held Krsna to her chest and flew into the sky. She was
not thinking of Krsna, but of Karhsa. Krsna was thinking, “I will
not give you up. You have come to Me as a mother. Why should I
give you up?” [Unable to free herself from Krsna’s grasp,] Piitana
fell from the sky onto the garden of Karhsa, which became fully
smashed; everything in Karmsa’s garden was destroyed. Piitana’s
body became twelve miles long. The name of the village where
her hands fell became known as Hathras. Hatha means ‘hand’
Each place the different parts of Piitand’s body landed became
towns named after her. Where her head fell became known as
Musana. Musdna means ‘head. Meanwhile, Karhsa had not heard
the news that Putana had been killed. He was waiting for her to
return to Mathura.

At that time, Nanda Maharaja was not present, having gone
to Mathura. He was so happy because a child had come into his
house in his older years. What age was Nanda Baba when Krsna

68



KRSNA’S EARLY CHILDHOOD PASTIMES

took birth? He was not yet in old age, but in middle age. A mixture
of white and black hair was on his head. There was almost no
chance that he would have a child, but luckily, this boy had come.

Previously, Nanda Maharaja had no interest in worldly affairs.
He was like one in the renounced order. But when Krsna came, he
thought, “How can I nourish Him?” Attachment came for Krsna.
Without such attachment, our bhajana (internal service and
worship) is nothing. In our bhajana, there should be the feeling
“Krsna is mine, and I am Krsna’s.” Either of these should come. If a
spiritual practitioner has no attachment to Krsna, no relationship
with Him, then his bhajana is inadequate; something is lacking.
Nanda Baba had some attachment to Krsna, and he wanted to
nourish Him. But he wondered, “If [ do not pay taxes to Karhsa, what
will happen?” Previously, Kammsa was subordinate to Ugrasena
Maharaja, who was now in jail, but Karhsa was king. Nanda Baba
went to Mathura to pay taxes and offer Karmsa respects.

If Karhsa proved to be helpful [and favorable to Nanda
Maharaja], then Nanda Maharaja’s child would be safe. Otherwise,
Nanda Maharaja reasoned that if Karhsa were unhappy with him,
then Karhsa could put him and Yasoda in prison, as he had done to
Vasudeva and Devaki. Krsna could then be taken and destroyed.
Thinking in this way, Nanda Maharaja went to Mathura to pay
some tax to Kamsa.

When he arrived in Mathura, Nanda Baba first met with
Vasudeva Maharaja. Upon seeing Nanda Baba, Vasudeva Maharaja
said, “You have come! You should leave at once, otherwise some
harm may come to you. Anything can happen. You should not
stay here.”

Hearing this, Nanda Baba considered, “Vasudeva, my younger
brother, is more intelligent than I am, because I am a gopa. I must
follow him.” He told Vasudeva, “You are so lucky to have a son at
your age.”

69



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

Vasudeva was clever. He was thinking, “I have left Krsna in
Gokula, but Nanda Baba does not know this.” He asked, “How is
my son?”

Nanda Baba replied, “Your son, Rama, is well. I consider him
to be like my own son.”

“And what about your son?”

“He is also quite well.”

“You should protect, save, nourish, and support these two
children,” Vasudeva said. He considered that his two sons, Krsna
and Baladeva, were there in Vraja, and Nanda Baba considered
that Krsna was his own son, and that Baladeva was the son of
Vasudeva.

Nanda Baba thus began his return to Gokula. On the way,
he perceived a very beautiful fragrance. “From where is this
fragrance coming?” he wondered.

Then he saw a very long raksasi (demoness) lying on the
ground. The villagers and gopas told him, “In your absence, a
raksasi came and wanted to kill your son, Krsna, but luckily
He was saved. Narayana saved Him, because you have served
Narayana so much. Anyhow, she was killed, and now we are
cutting up her body and throwing it into the fire.”

“Why has her body become so fragrant?” Nanda Baba asked.

“We don’t know,” they replied.

The body of Pitanad had become fragrant because Krsna
had taken all defects and foul things from it. Thus she became
fragrant inside and out. Krsna gave her a motherly position in
Goloka Vrndavana, not directly as His mother, but like a mother.
Sometimes she has the great fortune of giving her breast milk to
Krsna in Goloka, but not in Gokula?.

2 Goloka refers to Krsna’s abode in the spiritual sky. Gokula often refers to
the place of Krsna'’s early childhood pastimes in Goloka, but in this instance, it
refers to His abode as it appears in the material universe.
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There is a difference between Gokula and Goloka. Sometimes.
[in my explanation] I may separate them, but they are inconceiv-
ably one and different. Gokula is the life and soul of Goloka.

In this way, Krsna was performing very sweet pastimes there.

THE SAKATASURA DEMON ,f§

-------------------------------------------

Once, Krsna was sleeping in a cradle under a cart while
Mother Yasoda busied herself with His birthday ceremony.
Just then, an invisible demon who was sent by Kamsa
entered that cart and began to press it down with the
intention of crushing and killing Krsna.

Excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s
Sri Vraja-mandala Parikrama

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The wheel of the cart fell on
the earth, but what did Krsna do before it could crash down on Him?

Pundarika dasa: Krsna was not bothered at all. He was simply
playing like a small child, sometimes throwing His feet in the air,
sometimes His hands...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Sometimes like this with
His feet, His toe here [imitates baby Krsna’'s movements] just like
a small boy, sometimes weeping, sometimes laughing.

Pundarika dasa: As one of His legs came up, His toe touched the
cart and blew it into pieces, causing a big noise. Everybody was
astonished to hear that noise. They all came running and saw
that this cart had been broken. All were scared. The boys playing
nearby were saying, “Krsna kicked this. Krsna broke it.” But others
were unable to believe it.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All the pots full of curd,
milk, and everything were overturned, and there was a big sound.
Yasoda had been engaged in churning butter. Some women
heard the noise, saw the smashed cart, and quickly informed
Yasoda. All the Vrajavasis - Nanda Baba and all - came in fear.
They were looking at the cart and wondering how it could have
been possible, when they saw a demon there and that he had
been killed. They began to search for the cause. Nanda Baba was
looking here and there. The small boys said [in broken language],
“Ba-, Ba-, Ba-, Ba-, Baba-, Ki-, Ki-, Ki-, Krsna has Kki-, ki-, ki-, kicked
this cart, and this demon was killed.”

But neither Nanda Bab3, Yasoda, nor anyone else could believe
it. The brahmanas were called to that place and saw what had
happened. They had already been invited to take part in the
festival Yasoda explained to them, “A demon came. Will you do
something to protect my boy?”

The brdhmanas told her, “Bring a very black cow.” A black cow
was brought, and its cow dung and urine were mixed and made
into a liquid paste. They chanted a mantra to offer protective
prayers for Krsna. What mantra? Laldte kesavam rakset. They
said the mantras that devotees recite when putting on tilaka,
then rakset (‘should protect’) was added to each name of Visnu.
In laldte (the forehead), Kesava should sit; here [touching
the stomach], Narayana should sit; here [touching the heart],
Madhava; Here [touching the throat]...

Devotees: Govinda.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the right
side of belly]...

Devotees: Visnu.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the right
arm]...
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Devotees: Madhusidana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the right
shoulder]...

Devotees: Trivikrama.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the left side
of the belly]...

Devotees: Vamana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the left
arm]...

Devotees: Sridhara.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the left
shoulder]...

Devotees: Hrsikesa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the upper
back]...

Devotees: Padmanabha.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the lower
back]...

Devotees: Damodara.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here [touching the top of
head]...

Devotees: Vasudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Thousands of brahmanas
began to recite Vedic mantras. They made a bath for Krsna with
cow urine and cow dung. They used the tail of the black cow
and began circling it around His head while chanting mantras -
narayana rakset, visnu rakset, sridhara rakset. Krsna then began
to smile. Everyone was so happy that the ghost had gone.
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Thereafter, hundreds of thousands of white cows were given
to the brahmanas, and the bradhmanas became so very happy. A
great amount of gold was also distributed to them.

By such pastimes, Krsna renewed His devotees’ charge of love
and affection for Him.

TRNAVARTA,

Krsna is now ninety days old. Sometimes Yasoda would affec-
tionately hold Him, but sometimes she wanted Him to sleep, and
so she would sing a lullaby: “You should sleep, You should sleep,
my boy, You should sleep.”

[To one of the ladies present] Do you know a lullaby? Yasoda
would sing her boy to sleep just as any mother would. When He
was asleep, she would churn butter for Him. Sometimes, doing
this would lead her to be some distance from Him. At other
times, she would think He should play, and so she would give
toys to Krsna. But then he would drop his toys and cry, “Mother!
Mother!”

One day, when He was about ninety days old, what happened?
[Pointing to Prema-prayojana dasa] You should speak about
Trnavarta.

Prema-prayojana dasa: When Krsna was ninety days old, it
happened that one day He was looking skyward.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Karhsa had said to the
demons, “Until now, none of you have crushed and killed that
little baby” He was rebuking and chastising them. Then, a demon
named Trnavarta came to him and said, “O my dear friend Kamsa,
[ promise that today I will smash that boy and kill Him. I will not
return without killing Krsna.”
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Karhsa embraced him and said, “You should go to Vraja and come
back soon.” Trnavarta went there, because Yogamaya attracted him
to Vraja.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Ordinarily, no demon or materialistic
person can enter Vrndavana, but as Gurudeva explained, Yogamaya
attracted Trnavarta. Why? Krsna was looking at the sky and saw
some birds flying there. Krsna was inspired to also fly in the sky
like that. In order to fulfill Krsna's desire, Yogamaya attracted
Trnavarta, who came to Vrndavana and assumed the form of a
whirlwind.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not Vrndavana, Gokula.

Prema-prayojana dasa: When he came there, the whole sky
became black, because so much dust had been raised in the air.
No one could see anything anywhere because of this dust storm.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: How did it manifest?
Prema-prayojana dasa: By the mystic power of Trnavarta.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. He became like wind,
taking everything and uprooting trees, like a cyclone. He came in
the shape of a cyclone. All the trees were uprooted and scattered
here and there.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Gokula was being devastated by the
power of this mystic yogi, Trnavarta.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What did he want?

Prema-prayojana dasa: He wanted to catch Krsna, take Him up
into the sky, and kill Him.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But He was in the lap of
Yasoda.

Prema-prayojana dasa: But Krsna was in the lap of Mother Yasoda.
By the influence of Yogamaya, He became extremely heavy.
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Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Krsna thought, “If I do not
separate Myself from Mother, then this demon will also kill her.
[ should somehow separate Myself from her” He called Yogamaya,
and Yogamaya came. Krsna at once became heavy, more heavy
than iron. Yasoda placed Krsna to the side, and thus He became
separated from her. Trnavarta came at once, lifted Krsna, and
took Him away from Mother Yasoda.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Trnavarta took Krsna up into the sky,
and Mother Yasoda was crying and trying to see Him. “O my son!
Where are You?” But not seeing anything, she fell to the ground,
weeping.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: All the gopis were in their
houses, and they were in the same condition [as Yasoda]. They
could therefore not come and help Yasoda, who was weeping.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Trnavarta carried Krsna up into the
sky, and in this way, Krsna had His desire to fly fulfilled. After
He had flown for some time, He became satisfied with His flying
experience and He began to hold tightly to Trnavarta’s neck. If you
pick up a child, they will naturally hold on to you. Similarly, Krsna,
like an ordinary baby, began to hold onto the neck of Trnavarta,
but His grip became so strong and He became so heavy that even
though Trnavarta was quite powerful, he could not withstand the
grip of Krsna. Eventually, Trnavarta’s two eyes popped out like
rasagullas (a large, round Indian sweet), and he came crashing
down to the earth. Krsna was quite surprised. He thought, “I just
wanted to play with you and fly here and there in the sky. I was only
embracing you, but somehow or other, your eyes have popped out
like rasagullds. I don’t know why. What can I do? It was not my fault”
Then the storm abated and all was peaceful again.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Trnavarta fell from the sky
onto a stone. He was totally crushed, but Krsna was not injured
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at all. Is there any teaching in this? All of Krsna's pastimes have
very deep teachings.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Trpnavarta is a demon. He represents
an anartha (a tendency that obstructs one’s progress in spiritual
life) that is in the heart of all conditioned souls: the tendency for
speculation and gaining material knowledge. By this, the living
entity thinks, “I am so elevated.” His attachment to material
knowledge and speculation makes him blind.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Vedic knowledge about
the impersonal, featureless aspect of the Absolute Truth is
not favorable for bhakti. Some want to prove the following by
scriptural argument: “Krsna has no shape, no attributes, and
He is not powerful. We are also like this - bodiless. We are also
Supreme Spirit and without shape. Now we are called a jiva, a
living entity, but when we leave this body, we will again be
Supreme Spirit.”

They want to prove this by logic and citing the Vedas. These
arguments and logic are like the wind. They want to cover the
personality of Krsna and the personality of the living entity,
but they cannot. The demon Trnavarta wanted to cover Krsna,
thinking, “Krsna has no shape, no attributes, no qualities.” He
wanted to do as Sankaracarya and the mdydvadis have done.? But
Krsna killed that demon very easily.

You should know that Krsna's pastimes are of two kinds:
(1) full of majesty and opulence (aisvarya-mayi) and (2) full of
sweetness, (madhurya-mayi). Vaikuntha means the spiritual sky,
where there is so much opulence. In Goloka (the topmost planet
in Vaikuntha), there is also great opulence, but Krsna’s sweetness
and His sweet pastimes cover that opulence.

3 Sankaracarya actively propagated the idea that the Supreme Lord is
impersonal and devoid of attributes. Those who follow this same line of
thought are known as mayadvadis. They believe that the Lord’s form is a
product of the deluding material potency.
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He is the creator of all the creations. He supports and
nourishes them, and He has six qualities: wealth, strength, fame,
beauty, knowledge, and renunciation. Among these qualities, one
is the source of all the other qualities, and that is beauty (sri).
Wealth, strength, and fame are part of Him, while knowledge and
renunciation are parts of parts; they are not qualities.* Anyhow,
we should know that there are six categories of opulence in
Krsna, but in Vraja, all of them are covered by a charming sweet-
ness.> All opulences are in Krsna, wherever He is, whether in
Vrajabhiimi or anywhere else. But Krsna’s sweet pastimes are so
powerful that they cover those opulences. There, Krsna is like
a baby boy, a servant, serving Nanda Baba, taking his shoes here
and there, and carrying out the orders of all the residents of Vraja.

His killing of Trpavarta in the sky shows a lot of opulence and
majesty. But Krsna never became four-armed or big like Vamana
did. He never used a weapon, like His disc or anything else. When
He was just a little boy, naked, of only ninety days, He embraced
Trnavarta like a baby monkey catching hold of its mother. Krsna
was thinking, “If you are dying, what can I do? I was embracing
you and playing with you, but your eyes became like rasagullas,
and now you are dying. What can I do?”

Yasoda and Nanda Baba saw Him smash that demon, Trnavarta,
but they were thinking, “Krsna cannot do this. Impossible!”

Who did they think did it? Narayana. They thought Krsna could
only have been able to do this because Gargacarya announced in
His name-giving ceremony, “He is powerful like Narayana.”

4 Knowledge and renunciation are only attributes of a quality; they are not
original qualities in their own right (Jaiva-dharma, Chapter 13).

5 Krsna, the son of Nanda and Yasod3, is the source of all His expansions,
such as Vasudeva Krsna, four-armed Lord Narayana in Vaikuntha, and all His
other Vaikuntha expansions, in which He enjoys pastimes of great opulence
and majesty. The beauty that is one of His six opulences and which is covered
by sweetness refers to the beauty of those expansions, not to Krsna, the son
of Nanda and Yasoda.
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Nanda and Yasoda concluded, “Narayana is so merciful to this
boy. He has given Him some power, and that is why He killed
Trnavarta. Otherwise, Krsna could not have done so.”

Nanda and Mother Yasoda again invited many brahmanas
to come to their home. A black cow was again brought, a paste
of cow dung and urine was again made, and they again recited
mantras - keSava rakset, nardyana rakset - while waving the
black tail of the cow. And again, hundreds of thousands of cows
were given [in charity].

As Krsna grew older, He was sometimes weeping and some-
times playing here and there. Now, He could move His body by
crawling. Sometimes, He would play with Baladeva.

Previously Gargacarya had come from Mathur3, having been
sent by Vasudeva, who requested him, “Go and give names to
my two sons, but do not say that Krsna is my son, otherwise,
Karmsa will come to know and will try to kill Him.” He requested
Gargacarya to perform this ceremony in a secluded place. When
Gargacarya arrived in Vrndavana, what happened? [To Navina-
krsna Brahmacari] Can you tell this pastime?

THE NAME-GIVING CEREMONY

© 00000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: When Vasudeva Maharaja sent
Gargacarya to Vraja, Nanda Maharaja asked Yasoda Ma and
Rohini Ma to take their babies to the cowshed, because Nanda
Baba did not want to hold a big festival.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, Gargacarya advised him
to not do so. Nanda Baba wanted to give many cows and hold a
big festival.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Gargacarya stopped him from doing
anything, and advised him, “If you hold a festival, then Karmsa may
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question, ‘Why is Nanda holding a festival with Gargacarya, the
priest of Vasudeva Maharaja?’ Karhsa might harm your babies,
so do not hold a big festival. Don’t do anything openly.” Nanda
Maharaja went to the cowshed with Yasoda M3, Rohini M3, and
Gargacarya for the name-giving ceremony. Nobody else was
there, only these four persons.

Gargacarya said, “Balarama, the son of Rohini, is very strong
(bala), and He is very beautiful and attractive (rama). His names
will therefore be ‘Baladeva’ and ‘Balarama.’ Baladeva means ‘He
who is the predominating deity of all kinds of power and strength,
and Rama means ‘He who is beautiful and attractive.””

Gargacarya kept the name ‘Krsna’ for the younger son. Krsna
means ‘He who can attract everyone. Krsna is incredibly beautiful,
and He has many qualities. Everyone is easily attracted to Him.
He can attract the whole world. For this reason, Gargacarya kept
His name ‘Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He also told that in each...

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: And he said, “He has come in every
yuga, and His name is different in different yugas. Now, His name
will be Krsna.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Had he appeared in Kali-
yuga before?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: “He appeared in Satya-yuga in a
white complexion, in Treta-yuga in a red complexion, and in Kali-
yuga in a golden complexion.

“Now [in Dvapara-yuga] He is blackish, and His name is Krsna
[which also means ‘black’]. He takes birth in every yuga, and now
He is Krsna.” Thus, he kept His name ‘Krsna.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: But Gargacarya narrated
this in such a style that no one could understand [that Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead]. Nanda Baba, also, was
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covered by Yogamaya's influence and could not understand the
deep meaning behind Gargacarya’s words. He thought, “My son
is so beautiful, and sometimes Narayana mercifully enters Him.
At that time, a miracle happens.”

We will explain more of Krsna’s pastimes tomorrow. There are
many hidden meanings within them. We should try to remember
these pastimes and chant Hare Krsna, and then maya will go far
from you, and you will be liberated. The mercy of Krsna will be
realized and our lives will be successful.



KRSNA STEALING BUTTER
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rsna never becomes hungry.
He wants to taste the mood
of bhakti through the offering
of any preparation. He never tastes
plantain, rabadi, milk, or anything.
He only tastes the essence of those
offerings, which is love and affection.
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KRSNA’S CHARMING NAUGHTINESS

With great honor, Pariksit Maharaja was greedy to hear the
sweet pastimes of Krsna. As Sukadeva Gosvami observed the
moods of Pariksit Maharaja, he became so happy that from his
heart, he automatically spoke narrations about the Supreme
Lord, hari-katha.

Srimad-Bhagavatam describes how those who are really devo-
tees have spontaneous love and affection for Krsna. If they see
a qualified devotee or disciple, an endless stream of bhakti-rasa
(the mellow of transcendental devotion) automatically flows
from their heart, in the form of their narrations of Krsna’s sweet
pastimes. Those who are fortunate bathe in that bhakti-rasa,
and their lives become successful. They forever forget their lust
for eating, drinking, and making merry, and all their fears and
anarthas (tendencies unfavorable for spiritual life) will go far
away. Offenses will also go, and they will soon have pure prema-
bhakti for the lotus feet of Krsna.

[While narrating Srimad-Bhagavatam,] Sukadeva Gosvami
asked Pariksit Maharaja, “Do you want to take water?”

“No, Gurudeva. I do not want to take. I am drinking the ocean
of rasa flowing from your mouth. I do not need anything else. Go
on speaking the sweet pastimes of Krsna.”

Anyone who hears these sweet pastimes of Krsna will soon
have pure love (prema-bhakti) for Him. This is certain. Their
anarthas will go away and they will have nothing to worry about -
neither death, suffering, nor sorrow.
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Sukadeva Gosvami again began to utter hari-katha.

Krsna and Baladeva are the Supreme Personalities of Godhead.
Baladeva is non-different from Krsna. We may see Them as two
different forms, but actually They are one. In this incarnation,
Krsna has appeared in the body of Baladeva only to teach us
how to serve Krsna. Therefore, Baladeva Prabhu is actually the
undivided principle of sri guru. He teaches us how to serve Krsna.
He imparts all spiritual truths.

Now, Krsna and Baladeva are in Vraja, and are gradually
approaching the age of one or two years. As we in this world
grow, we go from childhood to boyhood, from boyhood to youth,
and from youth to old age. However, these stages are not present
in Krsna. In His pastimes in the spiritual world of Goloka
Vrndavana, He is the ever-fresh, eternally youthful embodiment
of the most expert dancer. He is in His teenage years and is very
beautiful. He is never old and never young. Yet, in His pastimes in
this world, Krsna is seen to grow through many different stages.
He has manifested all these stages in order to increase the love
and affection of the devotees.

As little children, Krsna and Baladeva, the Supreme Personalities
of Godhead, now roam here and there, quite naked. Previously,
They used to move about on Their knees, crawling. Sometimes,
They would see a serpent and catch hold of it. Upon seeing this,
Mother Yasoda would become so worried. Sometimes, They
would put Their hands in the mouth of dogs, very wild dogs,
and the dogs would become calm and quiet and wag their tails
back and forth. Sometimes Krsna and Baladeva used to see big,
ferocious bulls. They would catch hold of the bulls’ horns and play
with them, and the bulls would play with Krsna and Baladeva.

Sometimes, when crawling about, Krsna and Baladeva would
crawl to the front door of a gop’s house. If They saw anyone
inside, They would remember Their mothers, and quickly, in fear,
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turn back and run to the lap of Their mothers. And what would
Their mothers do? They would wipe the dust from the bodies of
their children with their veil, take Them on their lap, and caress
Their hair. With tears in their eyes and a melting heart, they
would put their breast in the mouth of Krsna and Baladeva.

Sometimes, gopis would come into the courtyard of Mother
Yasoda, who was engaged in churning butter and doing other
jobs. What jobs? Preparing something for Krsna. She has no other
job. She is always engaged in serving Him. While doing any job,
she was always remembering Him, singing, “Govinda, Damodara,
Madhaveti, Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti.”

Mother Yasoda was brooming. Why? Because Krsna was now
crawling. She was making the floor very neat and clean, and while
doing so, she was singing, “Govinda Damodara Madhaveti.” Some-
times, she was grinding grains and singing, “Govinda, Damodara,
Madhaveti.” She used to give pomegranates to the she-parrots
and tell them, “You should sing as [ am: ‘Govinda, Damodara,
Madhaveti.”

All the vraja-gopis did this, not only Mother Yasoda. In their
homes, they always remembered Krsna and did chores for Him,
knowing that Krsna would come and steal butter from their houses.
Knowing that He would surely come, they would think, “How
shall I, by any trick, catch hold of Krsna?”

In this way, they passed their time. Sometimes in the morning
at seven o’clock, the gopis would come to the house of Yasoda to
see Krsna. He was so beautiful. They all had their own sons, but
they did not have as much love and affection for them as they had
for Krsna. They always thought, “We want Krsna to be our son
so that we can give Him our breast milk and serve Him with love
and affection.”

All the elder, motherly gopis felt this way. Even the cows felt like
this. Sometimes, the cows would come inside the house of Nanda
Maharaja and stand there. Krsna and Baladeva lay under those
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cows, and milk would spontaneously flow from the cows’ udders
into Their mouth. The cows, also, thought, “If Krsna were to become
my son, then [ could give my milk, love, and affection to Him.”

The elder, motherly gopis sometimes went to Nanda-bhavana
(the house of Nanda Maharaja and Yasoda) to see Krsna. They
told Mother Yasoda, “Now that your Krsna has become bigger, He
sometimes comes into our house, to where we keep butter. His
friends — Sudama, Sridama, Subala, Madhumangala, and all - are
like monkeys. There are so many boys with Krsna at all times.
All are naked like Catuhsana and Balakhalya Rsi.” In this way, the
gopis used to complain to Yasoda.

The gopis would speak among themselves: “Yasoda is not
fortunate like us. Krsna comes to our homes to steal and play, but
because He does not steal from His own house, she does not see
all these sweet pastimes. We are so fortunate.”

Though it seems that the gopis are complaining, they just want
Yasoda to know how sweet her son is. “Your boy has become so
naughty. He enters our house, steals butter, and distributes it to
the monkeys and His friends.”

Sometimes, Krsna would tell one of His friends, “While we
hide here in the shade of this tree, go and tell your mother that
your calf has run away. Tell her that someone has untied the calf,
and now that calf is taking the milk of his mother” When that
gopi would hear this, she would immediately run out to try to
stop the calf. In the meantime, Krsna would enter her home to
take butter and many other things.

Sometimes, a gopi would hide and wait for Krsna, thinking
that He will surely come to steal butter. When Krsna came there
and put His hand in the butter pot, she would at once catch hold
of Him.

“Why have You done this?” she would ask Him.

“O Mother, I see this place as My home. [ never thought that
you were not My mother. I came here, never thinking that you
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would catch hold of Me and beat Me.” Saying this, He would begin
to smile, and pulling His hand out of hers, would run away.

Sometimes, a gopi would tell Mother Yasoda, “Today I caught
Krsna red-handed. I asked Him, ‘Why have You come here? Did
You come to steal butter?’

“He replied, ‘No, Mother. Today [ was playing with My calf.
He ran away and jumped in this pot. I followed him. I was just
searching for My calf’

“‘So Your calf jumped in this pot?’

“‘Yes, Mother’

“Krsna put His hand in the pot and pulled out a toy marble
calf. He and His friends began to laugh, and the next moment, He
ran away from there.”

Being the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna always
wants to give pleasure to His devotees. Not all incarnations of
Godhead are like Krsna. Anyone can worship Krsna, but Krsna
wants to worship and serve His devotees. If someone desires
for Krsna to come to his house and steal butter, then Krsna will
come; otherwise, He never comes to anyone’s home.

Duryodhana was such a rich person. He served Krsna water
in a golden glass, and offered Him, in golden pots, preparations of
many delicious foodstuffs, like laddi, peda, kacaudi, puri, makhana -
so many things. Then he said to Krsna, “You should take.”

Krsna said, “I have no appetite. I cannot take.”

If there is no appetite, we cannot eat, but [even if we have no
appetite,] we can take anything offered with love and affection.
In regard to Duryodhana, Krsna thought, “But you have no love
and affection for Me.” Krsna also told Duryodhana, “I have come
to make a proposal. But since you have not complied with that
proposal, how can I take what you offer? I am not a beggar; [ am
not hungry. How can I take?”

Shortly after this, Krsna went to Vidura’s house and pleaded to
his wife, Vidurani, “O Mother Vidurani, I am so hungry. Please give
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me something to eat.” Vidurani, being absorbed in her affection
for Him, began to give Him bananas, but only the outer part,
the peel. She was throwing away the inner part, the soft, sweet
banana fruit, the main thing, yet Krsna was accepting those peels
with love and affection, relishing them more than He relished the
preparations made by His queens Rukmini and Satyabhama in
Dvaraka. He was fully absorbed in taking that.

In the meantime, Vidura came home and saw this. He said to
his wife, “O Vidurani, what are you doing?”

Krsna said, “Don’t say anything. She is not in external con-
sciousness. She is fully absorbed in transcendental love and
affection.”

But upon hearing her husband say, “What are you doing?”
Vidurani came to external consciousness. She began to give
Krsna the banana fruit and throw away the peel.

“This is not so tasty now,” Krsna said.

Krsna never becomes hungry. He wants to taste the mood of
bhakti through the offering of any preparation. He never tastes
plantain, rabadi, milk, or anything. He only tastes the essence of
those offerings, which is love and affection. If anything is given
with love and affection, He will gladly take it. And if a person has
love and affection but is witholding something from Him, then He
will forcibly take it from that devotee. But if there is no love and
affection, He will never take anything.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu used to [playfully] quarrel with
Sridhara, a fruit and vegetable merchant, and would forcibly take
his vegetables. Sridhara would say, “I will not give them to You.
[ am a very poor person. You should not take anything from me;
You should go to others”” Still [because Sridhara had so much love
for Him] Sriman Mahaprabhu used to take his banana flowers and
other things. This is the nature of Krsna.

Krsna is not a beggar. He is complete in all opulences, yet in
Vraja, He serves and plays with all His associates.
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Krsna and Baladeva are now one-and-a-half years old and
have begun walking a little. Though They can stand up, sometimes
They fall down. Some motherly gopis came to the house and
divided into two parties. One party took the side of Baladeva, and
the other took the side of Krsna.

The gopis in Krsna's party announced, “Krsna is so strong that
He can defeat Baladeva.”

The gopis in the party of Baladeva Prabhu responded, “No,
no. Baladeva is stronger than Krsna.” Krsna and Baladeva began
to understand something of what they were saying. The gopis on
Krsna’s side said, “If Krsna defeats Baladeva, then we will give a
laddii to Krsna.” And the party of Baladeva Prabhu responded,
“If Baladeva wins this battle, then we will give a laddii to Baladeva.”

In this way, the gopis inspired Them to wrestle, and Baladeva
and Krsna began to do so. They were equally strong. Some-
times, Baladeva would overpower Krsna, but, in the middle of
Their fight, in just a turn, Krsna would overpower Baladeva,
and then Baladeva would overpower Krsna again. All gopis were

clapping.

Now Krsna is somewhat bigger. One day, Yasoda told Krsna,
“Krsna, today is Your birthday - astami (the half-moon night).
You should fetch a calf and worship the feet of that calf.” Calf here
means female calf. Krsna became so happy. He was wearing only a
tinkling golden chain around His waist. Krsna wondered, “Where
is this sound coming from?” He didn’t know it was coming from own
His waist, and so He looked here and there.

He went to a calf, a very beautiful she-calf that was white like
snow, like a swan, and so stout, so healthy. Krsna wanted to catch
that calf, but it was jumping about. Somehow He caught hold of
her. He wanted to bring her into the courtyard, but she resisted,
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standing firmly on all four legs. There was a struggle between
them. When Krsna finally brought her into the courtyard, He saw
that there was a pot hanging on a rope, and He understood that it
must be a pot of sweet butter.

Krsna forgot that He should bring the calf inside. He only
wanted the butter. But how could He get it? It was hanging from
the rafters. There was not a ladder or anything on which to climb.
There were no friends that He could climb on, one by one. And
there was no stick. How could He possibly do this? Only the calf
was there. He thought, “If I stand on this calf, then very easily [ will
be able to reach it.”

Krsna tried to climb on that calf, but just as He was high
enough to reach the pot, the calf jumped away. Krsna had put His
hand in the pot, but when the calf ran away, He was left hanging
there. He fearfully called out, “O Mother! O Mother! O Mother!”
and cried bitterly.

Mother Yasoda was churning butter when she heard Krsna
weeping. She smiled and ran to help Him. Upon seeing Him, she
exclaimed, “How did this happen? You should stay like that; I will
not help You down. I will punish You for this.”

Krsna began to weep even more loudly than before, as He
called, “Mother, Mother, Mother, Mother!” Yasoda then lifted Him
down and embraced Him.

He was very naughty in His boyhood, and that is why He
received all of the gopis’ love and affection, especially His mother’s.

One day, Yasoda thought, “He has become so naughty, stealing
butter in neighbors’ houses. I must teach Him a good lesson.”

One gopi told her, “In the early morning, Krsna came to my
house to steal. He saw that everything was kept very carefully,
and there was nothing to take - no butter lying about here and
there. My son, a very little boy, was sleeping. Krsna went over
to him and pinched him so hard that he awoke and began to cry.
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He will do this if you do not keep butter in your house for Him.
And sometimes, He breaks all of our pots.”

One day, a gopi was in her home waiting for Krsna and think-
ing, “When He comes, I will catch Him red-handed and take
Him to Yasoda, because she has no faith in our words [when we
tell her that He steals from our houses]. Then she will see the
naughtiness of her boy.”

Very early the next morning, while it was dark, Krsna came
alone to that gopi’s house to steal butter. Looking this way and
that, He was thinking, “No one can catch Me.”

But this gopf was prepared for Him. As Krsna ate the butter,
she came out from her hiding place and caught Him red-handed.
She covered His head with a cloth and said, “I will take You to
Mother Yasoda. Now she may have some faith in us when we tell
her that her boy is a great thief”

When she came to Nanda Baba’s house, she cried out, “O Yasod3,
come and see. | have caught your son red-handed. He has become
a thief. You had no faith in our words before, but today you will
have to believe us.”

As Yasoda walked through the house, she saw that Krsna was
sleeping on the bed. Puzzled, she inquired from the gopi, “Where
is my son?” The gopi took the cloth from the face of Krsna, only to
see that it was her own son who was covered with it.

Krsna came from the room, weeping, “O Mother, O Mother,
just see how they are lying. I never go to that house. They are all
liars. Now [ will go and take butter.”

Later, as Yasoda was doing her many household chores, she
began to think, “All the other gopis prepare butter for Krsna
with their own hands, with love and affection, and therefore that
butter is so sweet. But I do not prepare it with my own hands. My
servants and maidservants do it. From today, I will personally
milk the cows, put the milk on the fire, and make sweet yogurt
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by adding something sour to the boiling milk. Then, I myself
will churn that yogurt to make butter. That butter will be so
sweet that Krsna will happily take it and relish it with great
pleasure.”

MOTHER YASODA’S LOVE FOR KRSNA

Do you know Dipavali! day in India? On Dipavali day, Yasoda
sent all her servants, maidservants, and even Mother Rohini and
Baladeva, to Upananda’s house. Upananda is the eldest brother
of Nanda Baba. She sent them there because there was no one to
help with the Dipavali preparations at Upananda’s place.

In the early dawn, Yasoda was therefore alone, churning. She
was so beautiful. If she weren’t, how could Krsna be beautiful?
If the mother is ugly, the son cannot be beautiful. YaSoda was
so beautiful. Her breasts were broad and her waist was thin. It
was as if her body would break if she were to bend down, and
she wore very fine silk cloth. In India, in those days, the art of
making silk cloth was finely developed. Sarf makers at that time
were so expert that they could weave ten yards of raw silk thread
into a piece of cloth the width of a fingernail. Though Yasoda was
wearing such dense silken cloth for Dipavali, her beauty shone
through. She wore a golden chain around her neck and bangles
on her wrists. She had twisted some silken ropes around a
pillar, and was churning butter with her two hands. Krsna was
so attractive. If thousands of people were to watch any of His
actions, He would attract them all.

While Yasoda was churning, she was remembering Krsna's sweet
childhood pastimes and singing, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti.”
She was partly absorbed in singing and partly absorbed in Krsna.

1 The festival of lamps (dipa) ushering in auspiciousness.
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Her eyes were closed, tears were falling from them, and her heart
was melting. A mrdanga drum has two sides: a larger side that
makes the sound dhik, and a smaller one that makes the sound
tan. Mother Yasoda’s churning was making both these sounds,
and she was singing along with the rhythm: ‘dhik tan, dhik tan’
Her bangles sounded like very sweet karatdlas (hand cymbals).
The sounds coming from her churning meant ‘Fie on those who
don’t worship or remember Krsna. She was totally absorbed in
this churning.

In the meantime, Krsna awoke. He looked here and there for
His mother. “Where is Mother?” His eyes were closed, and He
was calling, “Mother, Mother!” But His mother was elsewhere,
churning. He then began to weep so hard that He could not call,
“O Mother!” He could only cry and rub His eyes, not with His
palms, but with the back of His hands. At first there were no tears
in His eyes, only kajala, black collyrium, was there. He has such
big eyes. Yasoda had applied long kdjala that extended from His
eyes to His ears. When He could not find His mother, He cried,
“I am so hungry, and Mother has gone elsewhere.” After some
time, He realized that His mother could not hear Him. “Oh, she
must be over there, churning and singing” He began to weep
louder, but still His mother did not come.

He started to climb down from His cot, but the cot was so high,
how could He climb down? He can jump across the whole ocean
and the whole world, but He could not get down from His cot.
Inching along on His stomach, with great labor, He got down and
began to walk toward His mother.

There was still a semblance of sleepiness in Him, and He
tottered as He walked. He was weeping also. Tears were in His
eyes and in His nose as well. His tears mixed with the kajala
around His eyes and began to flow like the Ganges and Yamuna.
He was already black, and this black kajala made Him even
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blacker. He was weeping louder and louder, but Yasoda was so
absorbed in singing and churning that she could not hear Him. At
last He came over to her and caught hold of her churning stick
with His left hand, and with His right, He caught hold of her veil.
Yasoda wondered, “Why has my churning stopped?”

She looked behind her and found Krsna there, weeping. She
left her churning at once and put Him on her lap. Wiping His eyes
with her veil, she pacified Him. She began caressing Him, and
placed her breast in His mouth. Krsna had stopped weeping, but
now, Yasoda began to weep softly. She wept tears of love. All eight
bodily transformations symptomatic of deep ecstasy appeared in
her. She wept (asru), the hair on her body stood on end (romarica),
and she trembled (kampa). Perspiration (sveda) appeared like
pearls on her face, and all other symptoms manifested in her
body, as did various profound emotions (vyabhicari-bhavas). In
this way, while Krsna suckled her breast milk, she was completely
absorbed in her love for Him.

After drinking for some time, Krsna was still not satisfied.
Yasoda then saw that the pot of milk on the nearby fire had
boiled and was overflowing onto the fire. She knew that this milk
was a personality. [In other words, it was not ordinary milk but
was conscious.] The milk was thinking, “I am not serving Krsna.
Krsna’s stomach is so big the whole world can fit in it. Also, there
is so much milk in the breasts of Mother Yasoda, that they can
hold hundreds of thousands of milk oceans. All the milk in the
limitless Ksirodakasay1 Ocean? is equal to very little of Yasoda’s
milk. His stomach and appetite are so big, and Yasoda has an
endless ocean of milk. Even if Krsna drinks her milk for a long,
long time, for hundreds of thousands of years, it will not be
depleted. Therefore, I will never have a chance to serve Him,

2 The ocean of milk in the upper portion of the universe, as described in the
Vedic scriptures.
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and so I should give up my life.” [With this mood, the milk boiled
over onto the fire.]

What is the symptom of a devotee? He feels separation from
Krsna in this way: “If my body, my mind, and all my senses are
not engaged in serving Krsna, then [ should die. What is the use
of living?”

We do not think like this. Because the desire to serve Krsna
is not within us, we cannot be considered good spiritual practi-
tioners (sadhakas). When this desire comes, then Krsna will at
once appear and give us service to Him. If He does not come,
then any devotee - like Yasoda - will come to give us a chance to
serve Him.

Ya$oda saw that the milk was falling into the fire with the
desire to give up his life.

She said to the milk, “I will serve Krsna later. First, I will
engage you in service to Him.”

A real devotee, a guruy, is like this, engaging new devotees in
service to Krsna. What is the job of gurudeva? He will engage
qualified souls - those who have an eagerness to serve Krsna -
in service to Him. But those who are not eager will not have
this opportunity. Mother Yasoda, like a guru of those who have
parental affection for Krsna, wanted to help that milk, and so she
quickly put Krsna down by her side and ran to save it. A guru’s
tendency and mood are like this - to help others serve Krsna. It
is the best duty.

We know that Piitana had the power of thousands of elephants,
yet when Krsna was suckling from her breast, she could not rid
herself of His grasp. At that time, Krsna was only six days old. Now
He is much stronger. When He saw that Yasoda wanted to leave
Him, He caught hold of her like a monkey clings to its mother,
with all four limbs. He wrapped His feet firmly around her body
and suckled with great strength. All His senses were engaged. [He
resolved,] “I will not leave Mother Yasoda and her breast.”
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But Yasoda told Him, “Sit here.” Krsna is the Supreme Personality
of Godhead and has so many opulences and so much power. He
can defeat the whole world and all demons - Ke$1, Agha, Baka,
Pitana, Hiranyakasipu, Ravana, and so forth - but He could not
stop Mother Yasoda from putting Him down. He was defeated by
her. With just one hand, she very quickly and easily removed Him
from her breast and said, “You should sit here.” Krsna was helpless.

This pastime contains a good lesson, for all. If anyone has such
devotion to Krsna, all of Krsna’s power goes away by the arrange-
ment of Yogamaya, and He becomes helpless, like a baby. He
wanted to catch hold of His mother and drink her breast milk, but
she quickly put Him down. He began to weep loudly and became
somewhat angry. “Although she has not satisfied My hunger, she
has put Me aside and has gone to save the milk.”

In this pastime, we see that those who serve Krsna also take
care of the articles used to serve Him - the utensils, the clothes,
the flute, the peacock feather - all of these things. Mother Yasoda
used to give more attention to these things than to Krsna. Why?
This is the nature of pure devotion (bhakti). We do not see this so
much in this world, only sometimes. When Krsna would make His
clothes dirty, Yasoda used to slap him. “You are so naughty. I have
just washed Your clothes, and now You are making them dirty.”

Krsna is weeping and Yasoda has put Him aside to save the
milk. There are two considerations here: the milk and Krsna. For
whom does Mother Yasoda have the greatest affection, Krsna or
the milk? The milk exists to satisfy Krsna. We should give our
whole attention to satisfying Him, but here we see the opposite in
Yasoda. She thought, “Krsna is weeping, no harm,” and put Him
aside to run and save the milk. Why? Sometimes she gives Krsna
a slap for making His clothes dirty. These clothes are for the service
of Krsna. Why is she slapping Him for having dirty clothes?

This is the nature of pure devotion. This is why Krsna does not
have as much affection for those who serve Him directly as for
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those who serve His devotees, or the servant of the servant of the
devotee. Krsna becomes so happy with them. Do you understand
what [ am saying?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Are you saying that Krsna will
not be as pleased with those who serve Him directly as He will
with those who serve others who are related to Him, specifically
His devotees?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If one person is directly
serving Krsna and another is serving Radhika, with whom will
Krsna be more pleased?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Whoever is serving Srimati
Radhika.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Because he is serving that person
who is dearest to Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And if someone is serving
Ripa Mafijari, who is serving Srimati Radhika, then with whom
will Krsna be more pleased?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: With the servant of Ripa Mafjari.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Therefore, if anyone is serving
Riipa Maiijari, Krsna will say, “You are a servant of Riipa Manjari?
[ shall give you everything. What do you want?”

This is the nature of bhakti, devotion. Yasoda went to save the
milk. That milk was for Krsna. Yasoda was thinking, “My breast
milk alone will not be enough to satisfy Him. Sweet butter cannot
be prepared from my milk, so it is essential to save that milk.”
And so she went to do that, even though Krsna was weeping.

What is to be understood by Krsna’s weeping? Is He angry or
not? Externally, it may seem that He is angry, but internally, He is
very happy. Krsna thought, “My mother has gone, having put Me
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here without satisfying Me. I will teach her a lesson.” He stood
up and tried to upturn a vessel containing butter, but He was
not strong enough; He saw that He could not do it. He had killed
Putana, but now He was so weak that He could not move this
pot. He could not even shake it. He began to think, “What should
[ do?” He forgot all His majesty and opulence (aisvarya). Where
there is love, Krsna can forget all His aisvarya. Therefore, Krsna
forgot all His aisvarya, became ignorant and weak, and wondered
what to do.

In the meantime He saw a ‘son of a stone” What is a ‘son of a
stone’? In India, it is piece of flat stone used to grind many spices,
masala, and other things.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: A grinding stone.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: Yes. Now there are machines
for this, But at that time, the householder’s wife used to do it
by hand, so beautifully. It was like an exercise. They did not go
for walks or do various exercises. There was so much exercise
in household work at that time, like grinding wheat on a wheel,
pounding grains with a mortar and pestle, washing here and
there, and so much other work.

There was a piece of stone laying nearby. Krsna took the
grinding stone in His hands and tried to break the pot at the top,
yet because it was so thick, it did not break. But He was intelligent.
He saw that the base of the pot was very thin and thought, “If I try
to break this pot from the top, butter will not come out. I should
make a hole in the bottom of the pot.” He made a very little hole,
and gradually all of the buttermilk began to pour out. He looked
on very happily, clapping and saying, “How beautiful!”

He had forgotten about His opulence and majesty. He thought,
“Mother will come and chastise Me, and she may beat Me with a
cane, so what should I do? I should quickly run away from here
and hide.”
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There were two doors, one leading to another room inside, and
the other leading outside, to the main path. Krsna went into the
adjacent room and closed the door. Seeing pots of butter hanging
from the ceiling, He climbed on top of the grinding mortar and
began to eat some of that sweet butter. In the meantime, some
monkeys and crows came. As Krsna was taking the butter, they
jumped over to Him and took it from His hand.

What happened next? [To Prema-prayojana dasa] Can you
speak something?

Prema-prayojana dasa: As Krsna was standing on the mortar
and feeding butter to the crows and monkeys, He saw that they
were so happy. He thought, “Yes, | must feed them.” Why? Because
in Krsna's previous incarnation, He was Ramacandra. At that
time, many monkeys helped Him in His conquest of Lanka, to
bring Sita back to Ayodhya. They worked hard, but Rama had no
decent food to give them. Therefore, Krsna was thinking, “I will
feed them nicely now, because they previously underwent many
difficulties for Me.” As He fed them, He saw how happy they were
becoming. Krsna also thought, “These crows have appeared in
the dynasty of My very dear servant Kakabhusundi, who helped
Lord Ramacandra in His pastimes.”

Krsna was joyfully feeding the crows and monkeys and looking
here and there, being a little afraid that His mother may come. In
the meantime, Mother Yasoda came and saw the broken pot. She
looked on the ground and saw many small footprints belonging to
Krsna, who had run through the buttermilk. Krsna had thought,
“I am so intelligent, [ will run and hide,” but He was not intelligent
enough to realize that He was running through the buttermilk and
leaving footprints that lead to where He was hiding.

Seeing these footprints, Mother Yasoda followed them and
came to the door. Krsna had closed the door, so that no one could
see Him. She opened it and peered in to see Krsna taking butter and
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feeding it to the monkeys, as He looked here and there in fear of
her. Mother Yasoda began to sneak up on Krsna, holding a stick in
her hand. A cat can walk with such soft steps that even if it treads
on dry leaves, the leaves will not make any noise. Just like a cat,
Mother Yasoda began to sneak up on Krsna. As she drew closer,
the monkeys and crows saw her, and becoming afraid, they began
to scatter and fly away in many different directions.

When Krsna saw the birds and monkeys leaving, He thought,
“Where are you going?” Then He realized, “Someone else is here.”
Just as Mother Yasoda was about to catch Him, He saw her. He
quickly jumped down from the grinding mortar and ran away as
fast as He could.

Yasoda ran after Him, shouting, “You friend of the monkeys,
You come here!” Krsna was running in a zig-zag way. Mother
Yasoda was a little plump, and so she could not run so fast.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And she was quite aged.

Prema-prayojana dasa: She was a little older as well, not so young.
Therefore, it was difficult for her to run and catch Krsna. He was so
nimble. As Krsna ran, sometimes Mother Yasoda had to stop and
catch her breath. She shouted, “Krsna, come here! You are a thief”

Krsna cheekily said, “Why are you saying | am a thief? There
is no thief in My dynasty. In the dynasty of Nanda Baba, there is
no thief, but perhaps there is a thief in your dynasty.” And then He
quickly ran away. Why did He say this? Because He had heard Mother
Yasoda and Nanda Baba talking previously about family matters.
In the family of Mother Yasoda, some generations before, there
was a personality named Cora Ghosa. Cora means ‘thief’ Therefore,
Krsna said to His mother;, “I think that in My dynasty, the dynasty of
Nanda Baba, there is no corg, but there is definitely a Cora in your
dynasty.” After saying this, He ran away and Ya$oda chased after Him.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Krsna asked, “Why are you
chastising Me? What offense have [ done?”
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Prema-prayojana dasa: Krsna asked, “Why are you chastising
me? What did I do? I have not done anything.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Who has broken this vessel?”

Prema-prayojana dasa: Then Krsna explained, “O Mother, when
you were going to get the milk, your heavy ankle bells hit the pot
and broke it.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “I have not done it.”

Prema-prayojana dasa: Krsna said to His mother, “You are a liar”

In this way, many sweet arguments were going on. Krsna
finally understood what to do. He thought, “I will not run around
the room. [ will go outside.”

Why?

He knew that His mother would not run out onto the road,
because in Vedic culture, ladies do not go outside alone in
the street. He knew that if she ran outside, it would be very
embarrassing for her. Krsna therefore thought, “I will run outside,
and she will not come after Me.”

He ran outside, and Mother Yasoda came to the door and
thought, “What to do?” She looked left and right and saw that
no one was watching, and then ran outside, chasing after Him.
Finally, she caught Him. With her left hand, she grabbed hold of
Krsna’s right hand, and in her right hand she held a stick. Krsna
was so afraid. He was going this way and that and running around
her legs, trying to get away from the stick.

KRSNA IS CONTROLLED
BY LOVE AND AFFECTION

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here there is a teaching.
Krsna is the goal (sddhya), and the devotee is the practitioner
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(sadhaka) with the aim of attaining that goal. Krsna, the sadhya,
is the practitioner’s object of love.

Krsna is running, and Mother Ya$oda is running after Him
to catch hold of Him. Yasoda will have to run faster than Krsna,
otherwise she will be unable to catch Him. If a thief is running
away and a policeman is following after him, the policeman
cannot catch the thief if he is unable to run faster than him. Here,
Krsna is running and Ya$oda is running. Although no one can run
faster than Krsna, she must run faster, otherwise she will not be
able to catch Him. Similarly, a devotee should practice bhakti in
such a way that he has more love and affection for Krsna than
Krsna has for him.

Krsna has some affection for His devotees, and devotees
have some affection for Krsna, the object of their love. If the
love between them is equal - that is, if Krsna’s love is equal to
the devotee’s love - then Krsna will not be controlled. But if the
devotee has more love and affection for Krsna than Krsna has for
him, then what? Krsna comes under the control of that devotee.
Krsna has so much love and affection for His mother, yet Mother
Yasoda’s love and affection for Him is much more than His. That
is why she was able to run faster than Krsna. This is the hidden
conclusion.

If anyone wants to conquer Krsna by practicing vaidhi-bhakti
(the path of devotion performed out of concern to not break
scriptural regulations), Krsna cannot be controlled by that. The
conception ‘Krsna is superior and I am inferior’ can never control
Him. Krsna does not have much love for a devotee who thinks like
this. But when a devotee has great love and affection for Krsna,
more than Krsna has for him, it is called either raganuga-bhakti or
ragatmikd-bhakti. The gopis have much more love for Krsna than
Krsna has for them, and that is why Krsna is controlled by them
and says, “I cannot repay you for this love, for I have no such love.
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That is why He wants to serve them. He takes their foot dust and
puts it on His head. That foot dust is also what Uddhava has asked
for in his prayer:

asam aho carana-renu-jusam aham syam
vrndavane kim api gulma-latausadhinam
ya dustyajam sva-janam arya-patham ca hitva
bhejur mukunda-padavim sSrutibhir vimrgyam
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.47.61)

[Aho! The vraja-gopis have given up everything for Krsna.
They have abandoned the path of chastity, their families,
and their children, which are all extremely difficult to
give up. Now they have taken shelter of prema-bhakti for
Sri Krsna. The personified scriptures (Srutis) constantly
search for that same prema-bhakti, but rarely attain it.
Let me become a bush, a creeper, or a blade of grass in
Vrndavana. Then I might attain the dust of the lotus feet of
one of those gopis.]

[Uddhava thought,] “I want to serve the dust of the gopis’ lotus
feet. But how? I am not qualified to touch that dust. I should offer
my obeisance to the direction of that dust.” That is why Uddhava
is also praying:

vande nanda-vraja-strinam
pada-renum abhiksnasah
yasam hari-kathodgitam
pundti bhuvana-trayam
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.47.63)

[I bow down to the dust of the feet of the gopis, who reside
in Nanda Baba’s Vraja. Whatever these gopis have sung
about Krsna's pastimes always has and always will purify
the entire world.]
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“I pray at the lotus feet of the gopis for one particle of dust.”
Which dust particle? A particle of foot dust from only one person.
And who is that one person? Srimati Radhika. “I pray, from very
far away, for just one particle of the dust from Srimati Radhika’s
lotus feet. That dust can immerse one in the ocean of rasa.”

The foot dust of the gopis is very powerful. Krsna can only be
controlled if someone has love and affection like that of His mother
or the gopis, not otherwise. Krsna is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, but in Vraja He becomes an ignorant baby. This love is
the highest object of all. This object, the love the gopis of Vraja
have for Krsna (vraja-gopi-prema), is most supreme. Tomorrow
[ will explain further.
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his is not just a story, or

mythology; it is a real pastime.

If a person hears the words
of this story, these words will enter
his heart. He will see that his heart
has been changed, and that he has
become blissful and happy.




MOTHER YASODA BINDS KRSNA S@&

Mother Yasoda’s mood was grave. “If I don’t chastise
Him,” she thought, “He will become quite a trouble maker”
With this in mind, she decided to bind Him. Although Sri
Krsna started to cry, she did not let Him go. “I will keep
Him tied up for a while,” she thought, “and when I have
finished churning the yogurt, I will untie Him and feed
Him butter and breast milk, to calm Him down.”

Mother Yasoda considered, “Krsna is a cunning and
mischievous thief, and His accomplice is this grinding
mortar. Both deserve to be punished. I will tie them
together in such away that Krsna cannot untie Himself
from the mortar.”

Thinking thus, she proceeded to bind Him.

tad dama badhyamanasya
svarbhakasya krtagasah
dvy-arnigulonam abhiit tena
sandadhe ‘'nyac ca gopika
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.9.15)

When Mother Yasoda tried to bind her mischievous
child, the rope was two fingers too short, so she tied it to
another rope.

She had removed the silk ribbon from her braid in
order to bind Krsna with it. Other than the gold chain
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around His waist, Krsna was quite naked. Although His tiny
waist measured no more than twelve fingers, the ribbon
could not be made to bind Him; it was two fingers too
short. Mother Yasoda asked her friend for another rope,
but that was also too short. Time and again she gathered
and added more rope, but it was always too short - and
only two fingers too short - not more, not less.

There is an esoteric meaning in this. One finger repre-
sents the sadhaka’s endeavors, and the other finger repre-
sents the Lord’s mercy. Sr1 Bhagavan becomes controlled
by His devotee only when both of these elements are
present together.

Excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s

commentary on Sri Damodarastakam

2’75

Now come with me to Gokula, where Mother Yasoda has
finally caught Krsna and tied Him to the grinding mortar.

Yasoda again returned to churning the butter, but her mind
was not present. She was a little upset, always thinking about her
son. “Why did I do that? I should not have done so. But actually,
[ was right to bind Him; otherwise, He will become naughtier”

“Then again,” she thought, “I was not just. He is so soft and
sweet, but [ have given Him great pain. Actually, I have not
given pain to Him; I have given pain to my own heart. What can
[ do? Now Krsna is so angry that if [ untie the rope, He will go
somewhere else, and I will not be able to control that. Let Him
remain tied there for some time.” She kept a constant watch, to
see what He was doing.

After some time, all the boys began to joke with Krsna. All
were clapping and laughing, and Krsna began to laugh with them.
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His tears that had mixed with black kajala began to dry on His
face, making a diagonal line down the front of His body. Now He
was somewhat happy and had forgotten what His mother had
done. The boys said, “Let’s untie the ropes, and then Krsna can
be free”

Krsna was enthusiastic. “Yes, you can untie Me. Because My
hands cannot reach the ropes, I cannot untie the knot. You should
try.” The boys tried one by one, but the knot was so tight that no
one could untie it.

One boy would tell another, “You cannot untie it. I will try”
Especially Madhumangala. He waved them all away, saying, “You
are bogus. You have no idea at all. I will untie it.” He quickly
went over to Krsna and pushed all the others out of the way. He
proceeded to try, but he, also, could not untie the knot. The boys
began to laugh.

They thought, “If Baladeva were here, He could untie Krsna in
a moment, and this incident would not have gone on for so long”

In the meantime, Baladeva Prabhu was coming from the house
of Upananda with His mother. When He entered the courtyard,
He saw Krsna fully tied to the grinding mortar and many boys
playing with Him. Baladeva became furious. He thought, “Who
has done this? I will punish him.” He was so upset that His eyes
became reddish and both His hands shook.

Subala said in his ear, “Brother, don’t be upset. Mother Yasoda
has done this.”

“Mother Yasoda?” All of His anger went away at once. “If Mother
has done this, then I cannot do anything. There must be some
reason behind it.” Then He also began to play with Krsna.

Krsna is omniscient. He remembered a pastime that took place
in the last yuga, in which His dear devotee Narada had cursed
Nalakiivera and Manigriva, the sons of Kuvera, the treasurer
of the demigods. Kuvera was a friend of Sankara, and because
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Sankara is very near and dear to Krsna, there was relationship
between Sankara and Kuvera. Narada also was a friend of Kuvera.

Once, Narada was on his way to meet Sankara and Kuvera.
Their houses were near each other. On the way, he saw that the
two sons of Kuvera were quite naked and playing with many
apsaras in a very beautiful pond. Do you know what apsaras
are? They are the wives of the demigods. They are very beautiful,
young teenage girls. All were naked, and they were playing
hide-and-seek and various other games. The two brothers,
having become mad from taking so much wine, lost all shame.
When Narada approached, the demigoddesses - the apsaras -
immediately became shameful and came out of the pond. They
took their clothes, and in shame, began to offer obeisance to
Narada Rsi.

But these two boys were so shameless and mad on wine that
they began to abuse Narada and the girls. “This mad person
knows nothing. Why did he come here? And you are so bogus
that upon seeing him, your taste [for enjoyment] has gone away,
and you have come out of the pond. Come back quickly, come
quickly”

Narada saw the boys were like dry trees, in that they had no
shame, knowledge, or intelligence, and they did not know how to
respect a saintly person, a superior. He thought, “They are very
near and dear to Kuvera and Sankara, and so I should give them
a good lesson.”

A person who does not know pain can very easily give pain to
others. We think we can cut fish, goats, sheep, cows, and so on,
only for the sake of consuming their flesh, their meat. But if we
were to receive a big injection, we would hold up our hands and
say, “Do not do this.” And what would we do if someone were to
cut our finger or half of our neck? Upon experiencing pain, one is
able to realize the pain one has given to others. Bogus persons do
not empathize with those they have given pain to.
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What is the meaning of meat? I have explained it many times:
M-E and E-A-T. Whoever I eat will return to eat me. Every action
has a reaction. If you abuse anyone, you will be abused. If you
give a slap, you will get a slap. Those whose flesh you are taking
will get a human body and they will eat you, and so you should
not do these things.

Nalakuivera and Manigriva had taken birth in an aristocratic
family and were highly cultured, educated, beautiful, and wealthy.
Persons who have great opulence often don’t believe in God.
They don’t have any desire to do bhajana of Krsna and are always
influenced by the false ego. They think, “I am so beautiful, I am so
learned. I come from such an aristocratic family. I am a brahmana,
[ am so wealthy” Therefore, they can never do bhajana of Krsna -
never.

Narada thought to give them a [spiritual] injection and told
them, “Because you are acting just like a tree, you should at
once turn into one. I, who am like your mother and father, your
superior, have come here, but you do not care and you continue
doing nonsense. You should at once become trees.”

He was so powerful; his words were so powerful that in time
Nalakiivera and Manigriva began to turn into trees. They quickly
realized the situation and fell down at the feet of Narada Rsi.
“0O Narada Rsi! We never knew that you were so powerful. We
were immersed in our false ego. Now we realize that Krsna has
mercifully given us this human body to do bhajana, so that we can
realize who we are and who Krsna, God, is. We have misused all
our time, always drinking and merry-making. Please be merciful to
us. Now we are going to become trees? [We are shocked to hear
this.] All of our senses have become inert.”

Narada said, “What I have said will surely come to pass.
No one can make it not happen. But seeing that you now have
some realization, and since you are the sons of my friend, [ am
minimizing my curse. You will surely become trees, but you
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will be trees in Vrndavana. After some time, Krsna will appear
there, and in His boyhood, He will play there and touch you. At
that time, you will be liberated - not only liberated, you will also
obtain bhakti.” Slowly they became pacified and Narada left.

Krsna remembered, “My dear Narada has spoken this. I should
fulfill My devotee’s desire.” Krsna is so powerful that He can
accomplish many tasks with one task.

Krsna told His friends, “Push this grinding mortar while I pull
it. Help Me get out of the house. We should play outside.” The boys
began to push and pull. They came to the main gate at the end of
the house. Just outside the gate, there were two very big trees
with long shadows and large branches. Thousands of birds took
shelter in them. The two trees stood so close together that they
seemed to come from one root, with very little space between
them. Krsna entered the narrow lane that ran between the two
trees. As He moved forward through the trees, He dragged the
grinding mortar, which the boys were pushing from behind.
It turned on its side and became stuck between the two trees,
which touched the mortar, but they did not touch Krsna.

A current may come from one place to multiple other places.
If I touch the last point of a current, the same current from the
beginning point will come to me. Similarly, the rope that tied
Krsna’s waist touched the mortar, and His power came through
the rope to the mortar, and from the mortar to the two trees. The
trees fell down at once, making a tremendous sound. All of Vraja
began to tremble. The Vrajavasis ran from all over toward the
great sound of the falling trees. Nanda Baba was on his way to
bathe in Brahmanda-ghata, but he quickly ran toward the source
of that sound.

Yasoda Ma was restless. Her mind was not on what she was
doing. She also heard the sound and became fearful. “From where
is this sound coming? Is it coming from anywhere near Krsna?”
Her heart was beating rapidly, and immediately she ran to Krsna
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in fear. All the Vrajavasis came at once. The boys who had been
happy and laughing as they played with Krsna and pulled the
grinding mortar became very fearful. They were so fortunate.
Because the trees did not fall straight, they did not fall down on
them. They fell to the left and right of Him, and so no one was
harmed. Still, all were covering their ears and were fearful.

From a distance, Yasoda saw that Krsna was in the middle of the
two trees, and that the trees had been uprooted. She wondered,
“If the trees had fallen on Krsna, what would have happened?”
She could not bear to think this. Completely stunned, she became
like a tree, with no sense at all, like dry wood. No tears fell from
her eyes and she did not even breathe. She was stunned.

Nanda Baba thought, “Krsna is standing amidst the trees, and
the trees have been uprooted. What has happened?” He quickly
ran toward Krsna and saw that He was bound to the grinding
mortar. He, also, became dumbstruck.

In the meantime, the boys assembled. “Baba! Baba! Baba!
Krsna touched the two trees and they were uprooted. Two very
beautiful persons came out. They were like gods, like the sun -
some rays were coming from their bodies. They circuamambulated
Krsna and began to pray to Him. Krsna said something to them,
after which they offered their obeisance by falling flat on the
ground and then went up into the sky.”

Nanda Baba thought, “These boys don’t know anything. How
could Krsna uproot two big trees? I think that a demon instructed
by Kamsa came and wanted to kill Krsna.”

Before all this, Krsna had been playing with the boys, pulling
and pushing. He had been so happy and was laughing, but when
He saw His father coming, He began to weep loudly. Krsna was
taking long breaths, and many tears fell from His eyes.

When Nanda Baba began to pacify Him, Krsna wept even more.
With his cadara, Nanda Baba removed Krsna’s tears. He asked,
“My dear son, who has bound You?” Krsna did not say anything.
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He repeated, “Who has bound You? Tell me! I will punish those
who have bound You.” He asked again and again, as he untied the
rope’s knots.

Krsna spoke into His father’s ear, “Mother has bound Me.”

“Your mother? I never knew she was so cruel-hearted! She
bound You? I will punish her” Nanda Baba began to raise his
hand, but Krsna caught it. Nanda Baba gave Krsna a laddi. Krsna
took it but did not eat it. Now He was pacified a little, and His
tears had almost stopped, but not fully. He was breathing quickly
and deeply, as a child does when he stops crying. Nanda Baba
caressed Krsna’s head and body. He became grave and looked
toward Mother Yasoda with anger.

Mother Yasoda was not externally conscious. The sakhis, un-
happy and worried, were taking care of her and reading her heart.
They wanted Krsna to come and sit on Yasoda’s lap. Meanwhile,
Nanda Baba took Krsna and Baladeva on his shoulders -
Baladeva on his right shoulder and Krsna on his left - and went
to Brahmanda-ghata on the river Yamuna. He bathed his two
sons, and after that, he also took bath. Again putting Krsna and
Baladeva on his shoulders, he returned home. At that time, it
was past two o’clock in the afternoon. There was no cooking in
Ya$oda’s house that day. Who was there to do the cooking?

Rohint saw Nanda Baba coming with the two boys, and she
quickly made a little daliyd, sweet porridge, which is cooked in
water, milk, or buttermilk. When Nanda Baba came, she gave it
to him. First he gave it to Baladeva and then to Krsna, alternately.
When They were satisfied, he took some - very little. He was
so grave. He then went outdoors to the drying room. In India,
everyone’s house, especially the houses of those who are middle-
class and those who are very rich, has two parts. The inner part
of the house is only for the ladies, and the kitchen is there. And
the outer part is like a court, or meeting hall, for when many men
gather. Nanda Baba went to that part.

123



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

Evening soon came. It was about seven o’clock, and time to
take something to eat. Nanda Baba went to the cow shed, walked
up to a very good cow, and began milking it directly into the
mouths of Krsna and Baladeva. He gave Them some sugar candy,
which They ate till Their stomach was full. He then returned to
his house. Now it was night.

All the friends of Yasoda were worried, especially Rohini and
Upananda’s wife. Many old ladies came with Baladeva to the
house of Nanda Baba and Ya$oda. Krsna was with Nanda Baba.
The ladies told Baladeva, “Go and forcibly drag Krsna here, and
we will take Him to the lap of Mother Ya$oda.”

Baladeva went to Krsna to pull Him there, but Krsna had
become so strong that He pushed Baladeva away again and again,
until Baladeva fell down. Mother Rohini asked Krsna, “Will You
not go to Your mother?”

“No.”

“Where will You pass Your night? With whom will You sleep?”

“With Father”

“Not with Mother?”

“No.”

“What will You eat?”

“I will take milk from the udders of cows - Baba will do it -
and sugar candy.”

“And with whom will You play?”

“I will play with My brother, Bala Dai, and Nanda Baba.”

“You will never go to Mother?”

“No, I will never go.”

Mother Rohini said, “And if Your Mother...?” [Srila Maharaja
snaps his fingers above his head.] What does this mean? It means,
“What if she passes away?”

Seeing this, Krsna became very worried and began to weep,
“O Mother, Mother!” and held out His arms to her.
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Mother Rohini quickly took Krsna to Mother Ya$oda and
placed Him on Yasoda’s lap. Until now, Mother Yasoda had been
like a statue, senseless. But when Mother Rohini placed Krsna on
her lap, her heart melted and she began to cry, “My dear son, my
dear son.” She began to weep so loudly that Mother Rohini and all
others began to weep.

Krsna cried, “Mother, Mother, Mother!” Yasoda was weeping,
Rohini was weeping, and all those present were weeping.

After some time, when Yasodd was somewhat pacified,
she gave her breast milk to Krsna, and in the meantime, some
foodstuffs were prepared.

Nanda Baba was called to take prasadam. Krsna and Baladeva
sat on his right and left side. Nanda Baba said, “Krsna, You should
go and call Your mother. If she does not come, I will not take
anything to eat.”

Ya$oda was ashamed and so she did not come. Krsna went
over to her, caught hold of her veil, and dragged her to Nanda
Baba. Nanda Baba ate something and also gave something to
Krsna and Balarama. He left some remnants, which were taken
away and distributed throughout the house. Krsna now sat on
the lap of Yasoda, and that night, He slept soundly beside her.

Krsna, being the Supreme Personality of Godhead, plays many
sweet pastimes in order to renew the love and affection of those
who are doing so much to serve Him.

KRSNA CAN GIVE EVERYTHING

Krsna’s pastimes are not mortal. There is a great difference
between the mortal and transcendental worlds. Someone may
have just a little honor for and a little faith in transcendental words
in the form of hari-katha or Krsna’'s name. Although that person
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is covered with many tendencies that obstruct his progress in
spiritual life (anarthas), as well as ignorance, these transcen-
dental words will come through his ears and enter his heart.
Actually, these words are not words. Krsna Himself, in the form of
transcendental words, enters the heart of any person who has a
fraction of faith. He then cleans the whole heart of that person
and gradually makes it pure. That person’s faith then becomes
thick, and bhakti enters his heart. Gradually, he becomes a devotee.
All bad habits and anarthas go away, and he quickly develops his
Krsna consciousness. Fixed faith (nisthad), transcendental relish
(ruct), and attachment to Krsna (dsakti) follow.

First a person takes initiation from guru, and then firm faith,
transcendental relish, and a strong attachment to Krsna develop.
After this, a person realizes his eternal relationship with Krsna
(bhava-bhakti), and then attains pure loving devotion (prema-
bhakti). He gives up this body, mind, and everything, and becomes
a pure soul, an eternal resident of Vraja, and goes to Vrndavana,
where he remains happy forever. But those who do not hear hari-
kathad, even though they have a good chance to do so, are killers of
their own soul.

nivrtta-tarsair upagiyamanad
bhavausadhac chrotra-mano-’bhiramat
ka uttamasloka-gunanuvadat
puman virajyeta vind pasughnat
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.1.4)

[Glorification of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
performed in the parampara system; that is, it is conveyed
from spiritual master to disciple. Such glorification is
relished by those no longer interested in the false, tempo-
rary glorification of this cosmic manifestation. Descrip-
tions of the Lord are the right medicine for the conditioned
soul undergoing repeated birth and death. Therefore, who
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will cease hearing such glorification of the Lord except a
butcher or one who is killing his own self?*]

Only a self-killer will not hear. To kill any animal or himself
is not actually killing. Those who are not hearing hari-katha
lose their [human] life for hundreds of thousands of births. We
must hear and chant Krsna’s name in this life. It is so powerful.
Very quickly it will make you pure, and pure bhakti will come.
Don’t neglect that. At once, from today, try to do bhajana. We
may die tomorrow; no one knows what will happen tomorrow.
Immediately, from this very evening, we should begin to chant
Hare Krsna and try to give up bad habits.

Suppose there is a very good rasagulld (Indian curd sweet,
permeated with sugary syrup). Do you know what a rasagulla is?

Devotees: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Of all Indian sweets, it is
the best; it is very good and very sweet. But suppose a person
puts poison in it, and you, feeling very hungry, go to take it. If
your mother knows this, she will say, “Don’t take this; it has been
poisoned. If you take it, you will die.” Will you take it? Never. We
are like mothers or doctors. Try to have faith in us. We cannot
cheat you. You can have faith in me and in Vaisnavas. They are
more merciful than mothers and doctors. Have very strong faith
in saintly persons and quickly try to give up all these bad things.
There is no harm if you are in worldly life, in married life. You
should do whatever work is required, but don’t kill fish and
animals and take eggs, meat, wine, or things like this.

This [having faith in saintly persons] is the essence of all
hari-katha. Why has this story of Krsna being bound been told
in Srimad-Bhdgavatam? This is not just a story, or mythology;
it is a real pastime. If a person hears the words of this story,
these words will enter his heart. He will see that his heart
has been changed, and that he has become blissful and happy.
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Therefore, try to hear hari-katha. When an advanced devotee
hears hari-katha, he tries to follow it. He thinks, “I want to be a
mother of Krsna, to serve Krsna like Yasoda,” or “I want to be like
Sudama or Sridima, who are always playing with Krsna,” or
“I want to be like the gopis; | want to serve Krsna as the gopis do.”

Many cowherd boys are serving Krsna. Mother Yas$oda is
serving Him, many mothers and fathers are serving Him, and
many gopis are serving Him. Among them, who is serving the
best, and with whom is Krsna most pleased? Can you say?

Devotee: The gopis.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why? Why the gopis? Why
not the cowherd boys? Why not Mother Yasoda and Nanda Baba?
Krsna's father is also serving Him. Why not any of them? Because
they cannot give everything - all their love and affection -
to Krsna. But the gopis can give everything - their shame, their
whole body, and all their senses. His father and mother cannot
give that.

If a man has two sons, he will give half his love to one and
half to the other. But the gopis give all their love and affection
wholesale to Krsna, and so they are superior to all others who love
Him. Upon hearing all these pastimes, some persons will develop
a greed to follow the gopis. That is why Srimad-Bhdgavatam has
appeared, as well as Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, especially, and the
books of Riipa Gosvami and Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.

You should try to read these books under the guidance of a
bona fide Vaisnava. You cannot explain or taste Srimad-Bhagavatam
without the assistance of a qualified devotee. You may be able to
read it on your own, but you may have no taste for it. But if you
hear it from a saintly person, many realizations come.

Suppose you are lacking something and want some wealth,
and so you go to a very wealthy person and ask for his riches. Can
he give you more than he has? And though he has something to
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give and though you are begging, he still may not give you any-
thing. Four brahmacaris took initiation yesterday. Like beggars,
they went to different persons to collect alms.! At the end of
the day, they gave me what they had collected, but I saw that in
their cloth (where their donations had been placed), they had
been given either only one ringgit, two ringgit, or a half ringgit
(Malaysian currency). Why were they given so little? If you are
begging from someone who has no relation with you, he may
only give two ringgit.

All in this world lack something. If anyone wants from you
more than what you have, you cannot give it. If I want millions
of dollars from any of you, can you give it? Even by selling your
property you would not be able to give it. But if you really want
something from Krsna, and if you pray to Krsna for anything or
everything, He can give it. He has everything, and therefore He
can give anything. He is so humble and generous that He will give
you anything you want.

Others [incarnations of Godhead] cannot give everything -
not even Narayana. Can He give everything? If you want Him to
give you madhurya-rasa (a relationship with Him as His beloved),
can He give it? It is not possible. You may ask Him, “I want You
to make me the maidservant of Radhika,” but He cannot give you
that. Dvarakadisa Krsna - that Krsna who reigns as the king of
Dvaraka - also cannot give it. But Vrajendra-nandana Krsna -
that Krsna who is the son of the king of Vraja, Nanda Maharaja -
can give you anything you want; He can give you even more
than what you want. Therefore, you should pray namami nanda-
nandanam, namami nanda-nandanam?.

1 Atthe time of taking initiation, it is a traditional practice to offer to one’s
guru alms acquired by begging.

2 Thisis a song of eight verses that offers obeisance to that Krsna who is the
son of Nanda and Ya$oda.
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Krsna will give everything, even if you do not pray for anything.
And if you pray to Srimati Radhika, She will give even more than
Krsna can. Her treasury is greater than Krsna's. If Krsna gives
something, it is actually from the treasury of Srimati Radhika.
Therefore, if you pray to Radhika, Krsna will give you anything,
more than you expect. You must pray to Her, but for what? “I want to
become Your maidservant. Sprinkle Your mercy upon me and give
me the type of love for Krsna that the Vrajavasis have, and not
anything else.”

» o«

Unlucky people will ask Krsna, “I want salvation,” “I want
liberation,” or, “I want wealth.” He will give these things quickly
and easily. Instead of praying for these things, you should pray

and hear hari-kathd with a strong will and strong honor and faith.

THE FRUIT SELLER

---------------------------

Once in Mathura, there was a lady from a low caste. She
used to sell very sweet fruit. She would go to the countryside
villages where there were many small children, and she would
walk through the narrow lanes, calling out, “Mangoes! Oranges!
Bananas! Guavas!” She had very beautiful ripened reddish and
yellowish fruits. All the boys would come when they heard the
call of that fruit seller lady.

Sweet boys began to gather around her and look at her fruit
with greedy eyes. They would say, “Mother, | want to take that
fruit”

This lady fruit seller had previously heard the name Nanda-
nandana (Krsna). She had heard that Yasoda had recently given
birth to a very beautiful boy, whose name was Krsna, and that
He was so attractive, so beautiful, that a person who goes to
Gokula [and sees Him] cannot return with his mind. If he does
return, it is without his mind and heart. The fruit seller wanted
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to see that boy, Krsna, and so one day, she filled her basket with
fruit and crossed the river Yamuna in a makeshift boat. At that
time, temporary boats were made from the branches of trees,
including banana trees. Though it was somewhat troublesome for
her, she crossed the river and went to Gokula. At that time, it was
very easy to cross the Yamuna and travel from Mathura to Gokula;
it was only seven miles. We also used to go quite easily. [After
crossing,] we used to go to Gokula by foot, but now we do not,
because many taxis, cars, and other things have been invented.

When the fruit seller arrived in Gokula, she called out, “Bananas!
Mangoes! Oranges! Guavas!” But because she was thinking of
Krsna, she began to call, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti!” Her
hands were not on her basket, in the same way that Indian ladies
carry many pots full of water - one, two, three, four - on their
head without holding them, and in their arms also. And without
holding the pots on their head, they can move quickly. Vraja-gopis
are expert at this.

She was completely absorbed. She had given her heart fully,
and from her heart she was crying, “Krsna! Damodara!” For the
whole day, she wandered around Nanda-bhavana, but Krsna
could not meet with her. She returned to her home, but continued
to go to Nanda-bhavana for three days. [However, she did not get
to see Him.] On the last day, she promised, “If Krsna does not give
me His darsana today, I will not return. I will give up my life.”
Because she had made this promise and because she was so
absorbed in chanting, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti!” Krsna
could not check Himself.

Krsna was on the lap of YaSoda, but hearing the fruit seller’s
chanting, He at once came outside. On the way, He saw a heap of
wheat grains, and taking some in His little cupped hands, He ran
out to the courtyard, calling, “I want fruits! Give Me fruits!”

This fruit seller was from a low caste, and so she did not enter
the house or courtyard of Mother Ya$oda; she remained outside.
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Krsna had taken the grains [for bartering], but most of them
slipped between His fingers. Only some grains - two, three, four -
remained. Krsna thought that His palms were full. The fruit seller
then observed Krsna. She became totally absorbed in looking at
Him. Within a moment, she gave her heart to Him. Krsna called
out, “Give Me fruits, give Me fruits.”

The fruit seller looked upon the face of Krsna and said, “O boy,
only if you call me ‘Mother’ and sit on my lap will I give You fruits,
because now there are no grains left in Your hands.” Krsna looked
into His hands to see that all the grains were gone.

He looked here and there to see if anyone was watching. He
was thinking, “What will happen if My mother or anyone in Vraja
sees Me sitting in the lap of this lady?” After seeing no one else
there at that moment, He at once jumped up, sat on her lap, and
said, “Mother!” Then He immediately jumped off. “Now you should
give Me fruits.”

That fruit seller was so very pleased. She gave Him some
fruits, but even two mangoes and a banana were too much for
Him to hold. She wanted to put all of her fruits in His hands, but
His hands were too small. As He took the fruits from her, He held
them to His chest and stomach, so that He could carry more. He
wanted to take even more fruits, and so she gave Him more. Then,
dancing like boys do when they are happy, He went to His mother
and put all the fruits in her veil. Yasoda began to distribute them
and became extremely happy. The fruits were endless, and she
gave some to all the gopis. Though everyone present was given
fruits, the supply never ran out - it only increased.

What became of that fruit seller? When Krsna had come over
to her, He captured her heart and mind, so she was without both.
She sat outside of the gate for a long time. When people walked
by, they asked, “Why are you just sitting here?” But she would
not, could not, reply.
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Eventually, she took her basket on her head and started for
home. When she came to the banks of the Yamuna River, her
basket felt heavy. “Why is it so heavy?” she wondered. She put the
basket down and saw that it was full of jewels. Just one of those
jewels was so costly that the whole treasury of Kammsa could not
equal it. And there were many such jewels. She thought, “What is
the use of these jewels?” She threw all of them into the Yamuna,
and with her hands above her head, she began to sing like a
madwoman, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti!”

She had no veil; it had come off. She fell to the ground, having
no outer sense. The only thing she could sense was that Krsna
was there. Tears flowed from her eyes and her heart melted. No
one knew where she went after this; she never returned home.
Who can say where she went?

Krsna thought, “She would like to be My mother,” so He
quickly took her [soul] to Goloka. Her body lay on the banks of the
Yamuna. Someone came and made a fire [to cremate it]. But she
went to Goloka Vrndavana, where she became a very beautiful
mother. If anyone wants to achieve the type of love the fruit seller
possessed for Krsna, then they will have to follow her.

Guru has come to give this. You cannot repay him with worldly
wealth, reputation, or anything else. You have nothing with which
to repay guru. You should think about and understand his glories.
He wants to give you the same wealth that Krsna gave to that fruit
seller. Try to be like her; don’t waste your time. Don’t waste your
human birth. You should immediately try to be like her, always
singing, “Govinda, Damodara, Madhaveti!”

But you should not sing this like a song. Instead, pray to Krsna
full of heart, and then Krsna will hear; otherwise, you are only
singing a song, making music. Krsna does not hear your music.
He knows all music. So much music can come from His toenail
alone. His inferior devotees [those who are devoted to Him but
not imbued with selfless love for Him] can sing so much for Him.
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Try to pray full of heart, and Krsna will hear. Be absorbed in
whatever kirtana you sing. Krsna will not be satisfied if you are
simply making music; He will not hear. But if you are chanting
and remembering like the fruit seller, then Krsna will definitely
hear. He will come at once and give you His wealth.
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Vrajendra-nandana, You look like

a new rain cloud, and adorned

with a vyellow garment that
sparkles and shimmers like lightning,
You look very elegant. With gunja berry
ornaments embellishing Your ears and a
peacock feather on Your head, Your lotus
face emits a brilliant luster.



LEAVING GOKULA FOR
g“ THE FOREST OF VRNDAVANA

For the last three days, I have spoken about ddmodara-Iild,
the pastime of Krsna being bound to a grinding mortar. After this
pastime, all the Vrajavasis became worried as a result of the many
disturbances that were occurring in Gokula. Many demons were
coming and attacking Krsna, wanting to kill Him. The Vrajavasis
considered, “It is better to leave Gokula and go to a pleasant
forest, where there is plenty of grass for the cows, plenty of
water, a river, and a good forest in which Krsna and Baladeva can
play. Also, we should find a place where there is no disturbance
or fear of demons. The forest should be pleasant, with cuckoo
birds, peacocks, deer, and plenty of grass for the cows.”

Upananda said, “Maharaja Sandilya Rsi is here. He knows every
nook and corner of Vrndavana. I also have some experience, so
we can go there. In Vrndavana, Govardhana is so pleasant. There
are waterfalls, a river, plenty of grass, the most beautiful Manasi-
ganga, and everything needed for Krsna to play. Also, there are so
many banyan trees, pipala trees, forests of kadamba and tamala
trees, and many deer; and the water of Yamuna is very lovely. We
should go there.”

Having decided to go to Vrndavana, Nanda Baba had his
servants make an announcement on the drum: “Tomorrow, very
early in the morning, about four or five o’clock, all of our cows will
be directed toward Vrndavana, after crossing the nearby Yamuna
River. All our wealth should be taken on bullock carts. The elderly
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fathers, mothers, and others should sit on those carts, along with
all young children. The rest will follow with the cows. All should
‘quick march’ from here.”

[The following morning,] Krsna and Baladeva sat on a big
cart with Mother Rohini and Mother Yasoda. Other children, also,
were with their mothers and elderly persons on bullock carts. The
young cowherds marched with the cows. The number of cows
was endless, like an ocean. There were streams of black cows and
white cows. It was so beautiful.

They proceeded for miles and miles, in a pleasant way. They
made many rafts by tightly binding together the branches of
banyan trees, and hundreds of thousands of gopas and gopis
crossed on these boats. The bullocks walked across, pulling their
carts behind them, and all the cows swam across. Even the little
calves happily jumped in with their mothers and crossed the
river. It was a very pleasant sight. Everyone took their morning
breakfast on the bank of the Yamuna. After resting for some time,
they quickly marched toward the village of Chattikara, which is
situated on the west side of Vrndavana. Upon reaching there,
hundreds of thousands of bullock carts formed a half-moon
shape. Thorny briers were placed outside the carts, so that no
one could easily enter. They made their huts there, under the
bullock carts, and they also made a gosald, a cowshed, on the
outskirts of the village.

As Krsna was coming from the bank of the Yamuna on the
bullock cart, He asked Mother Ya$oda, “Mother, who is that I see
standing and trembling in the distance?”

Mother Ya$oda said, “It is a pipala tree. It is always trembling,
and its leaves are always dancing.”

“And who is that person with such a long black beard?” Krsna
asked.

Mother Yasoda replied, “That is not a person; that is a tree,
and his name is banyan tree.”
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“Look! I see two beautiful golden horns jumping here and
there. Who is that?”

“That is a deer”

In this way, Mother Yasoda was teaching Krsna. Boys have the
tendency to inquire, “What is this? What is that? How did this
happen? How did that happen?” and so Yasoda was teaching
Krsna, and He was learning.

Eventually, they arrived at their new village. Krsna and
Baladeva Prabhu were very happy to be there, nearby the Yamuna
River and Govardhana Hill, where there were many ponds and a
large and pleasant forest - Madhuvana - that had great amounts
of honey (madhu). Krsna began to play there.

KRSNA’S PLAY
WITH THE COWHERD BOYS

Krsna left Gokula at the age of three-and-a-half and came to
Madhuvana around the age of five. Because He took so much
butter, ghee, and rabadi (a milk sweet), He was sportive and
strong in His boyhood. Krsna and Baladeva used to wrestle
and play sportively, jumping here and there, and playing with
monkeys. The monkeys would sit on the tree limbs with their
tails hanging down, and Krsna and Baladeva used to easily jump
and catch hold of them. Then, when the monkeys would jump
from one tree to another, Krsna and Baladeva would follow, doing
the same. Sometimes They would play leap-frog, and sometimes
They would dance like peacocks. They played in various ways.

Krsna told His father and mother, “Now that I am strong, I
want take to the cows out to graze.”

Hearing this, Ya§oda became worried. She said, “No, no. You
are a small boy. You cannot go.”
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KRSNA PLAYING WITH HIS FRIENDS

“Mother, I should go, because this is our tradition.” He was so
obstinate. “I must go, Mother. | must go.”

A priest was called, and an auspicious date was decided for His
first day of cowherding. That day became known as Gopastami.
Nanda Baba, Upananda, and all the superior gopas decided that
because Krsna was so small, it would be better for Him to go
out with other children. Krsna and Baladeva could go to nearby
places and graze small calves, but not the full-grown cows. Krsna
was happy with this, and Yasoda, after decorating Him in an
auspicious way, brought Him shoes to wear and an umbrella to
use when taking the calves out.

On an auspicious day, the Vrajavasis worshiped Narayana,
Nrsirhhadeva, and Silagrima. Yasoda Ma decorated Krsna
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elaborately. She never actually wanted Krsna to go cowherding,
and so she kept decorating and decorating Him. Meanwhile, the
auspicious time for setting off was approaching, and the priest,
who was thinking about the cows he would soon be receiving
in donation for his services, wanted Krsna to head out. “Quickly,
quickly,” he told Krsna.

Yasoda wanted to put the shoes on Krsna and Baladeva and
give Them the umbrellas, but Krsna told her, “Mother, the cows
are our superiors and are worshipful for us. You should try to
give each cow an umbrella and four shoes. Only then will We
accept these things for Ourselves.”

Why did Krsna say this? He wanted to touch the Earth with
His feet so that it would become auspicious. The Earth wanted
to take Krsna’s feet on her breasts. The breasts of the Earth are
everywhere, in the form of mountains. She always wants Krsna's
lotus feet on her, and that is why Krsna never took an umbrella
or wore any shoes.

After giving many cows in donation, Krsna began to move
toward the forest with His many calves. The calves were beautiful.
Some were small, some bigger, and some bigger still, but all were
less than one year old. Both the she-calves and he-calves were
there. [By this time,] Krsna and Baladeva were with Their gopa
friends - Sridama, Sudama, Subala, Madhumangala, and so on - and
all the Vrajavasis came out of the village of Chattikara, Vrndavana,
to see them off.

Mother Yasoda, however, was not in the mood to give Krsna up.
Because she wanted to keep Krsna forever within her embrace,
she did not return home, and so Krsna told her, “Mother, you
should go back” She reluctantly began to return, but when Krsna
took one or two steps forward, she again wept like a cow for
her calf. This happened again and again. At last, Krsna told her,
“I vow that We will come back. Please return.” Hearing this, Yasoda
stopped weeping.
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Nanda Baba and the other gopas were also following Krsna,
but Krsna stopped them as well. There were many gopis and
friends of gopis, aged three, four, and five. They were worshiping
Krsna with crooked glances, and Krsna was accepting their
worship with His eyes. They wanted to meet with Him. They
sat on rooftops and balconies, in doorways and windows. Some
came out of their house and stood in their courtyard. Krsna
was beautifully decorated with a peacock feather, the Kaustubha
jewel, and His vamsi (flute).

kasttiri-tilakam lalata-patale vaksah-sthale kaustubham
nasagre vara-mauktikam kara-tale venuh kare kankanam

sarvange hari-candanam sulalitam kanthe ca muktavali
gopa-stri-parivestito vijayate gopala-ciida-manih

Sri Gopala-sahasra-nama-stotra (28)

[His forehead is decorated with musk tilaka, the Kaustubha
jewel rests upon His broad chest, and an exquisite pearl
hangs from the tip of His nose. The flute gracefully rests in
His lotus hands, and bracelets adorn His wrists. His entire
form is anointed with sandalwood paste, and a necklace of
pearls graces His attractive neck. All glories to the crest jewel
of the gopas, who is surrounded by all the young vraja-gopis.]

One jewel, a diamond, was on Krsna's nose, glittering brightly.
His beautiful earrings were always kissing His cheeks, and His
tilaka was beautiful. Sandalwood, kumkum (a powder made from
turmeric or saffron), musk, and camphor were on His cheeks
in patterns resembling spider webs, making Him look very
beautiful. The fragrance they gave was cooling. [Upon seeing
Krsna so beautifully decorated,] no one wanted to turn back,
especially the gopis.

But Krsna told them repeatedly, “You should now return. [ am
not going far away. I am very nearby and will return shortly.”

145



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

The Vrajavasis nearly fainted. All stood there, weeping. At
last, Krsna entered the forest and could no longer be seen. They
could only see the dust in the sky [raised by the calves’ hooves].
When the dust settled, Nanda Baba, Yasod3, and others somehow
returned back.

VATSASURA AND BAKASURA é

For some days, Krsna went to the nearby forests with Baladeva
and others to take the calves out to graze. One day, a very strong
demon came in the shape of a calf. A bad fragrance came from
him, because he took opium, flesh, meat, eggs, wine, and other
bad things. A bad smell was coming from his nose and mouth.
It was very severe. He came among all the calves, wanting to
mix with them. All the calves held their tails high, turning them
around and jumping about, as they moved in fear toward Krsna
and Baladeva.

Krsna looked toward Baladeva and thought, “What is happening
today? I see that all the calves are fearful. [ also see a beautiful,
strong new calf.”

Baladeva spoke with His eyes, not words: “There is something
wrong. We should be careful”

That demon calf [Vatsasura] wanted to gradually come closer
and kill Krsna and Baladeva, but Krsna immediately caught hold
of the demon’s hind legs, swirled him around in the air, and threw
him into the sky. The demon fell onto a tree. Krsna ran, following
him as he tried to escape. The forest where this happened is called
Khadiravana. Do you know Khadiravana? We have gone there on
Sri Vraja-mandala parikrama'. Krsna followed the demon calf into
Khadiravana and killed him.

1 Circumambulation of the sacred tract of land known as Vraja.
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After some days, a large demon named Bakasura came. Baka
means ‘crane.” His lower beak was on the earth and his upper
beak touched the sky. He wanted to swallow Krsna.

At first, the crane appeared to be in a trance, like a yogt standing
on one leg near a pond or near the Yamuna. Wanting to swallow
Krsna, he quickly picked Him up in his beak, but Krsna became
like a hot iron rod. Being unable to keep Krsna in his throat, he
vomited, and Krsna was thrown free. The crane again wanted to
attack Krsna, but Krsna quickly placed one leg on the demon’s
lower beak, and with His hand, He raised the demon'’s upper beak.
In this way, Bakasura was divided in two and thus killed.

These two demons, Vatsasura and Bakasura, were the embodi-
ments of duplicity and hypocrisy. Nowadays, there are so many
Bakasuras, duplicitous people. At the time of Krsna there was
only one, but nowadays we cannot count them.

Though some people may have taken initiation and are
chanting the holy name, wearing tulasi beads around their neck,
applying tilaka, and displaying all other external signs of being a
Vaisnava, they remain very tricky - hypocritical and duplicitous.
Outwardly, they seem friendly, but inwardly, they are like an
enemy. Externally, they speak very sweet words, but inside, they
hold a knife. Krsna can recognize this and destroy them. We see
that they fall down very quickly. If anyone is chanting the holy
name, hearing hari-kathd, and remaining in good association, he
should keep far away from such duplicity.

Duplicitousness is when one is chanting, remembering, and
[appearing to be] a Vaisnava, but is still overly attached to wealth,
reputation, followers, wife, children, and so forth. Those who are
deceitful and always criticizing and offending Vaisnavas for petty
reasons are offenders; they are not actually Vaisnavas.

But to be [falsely] detached is also not good. We should make
Krsna the center of our life and relationships: “My wife is the
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beloved of Krsna,” or “My husband is the beloved of Krsna,” or
“My children are the servants of Krsna.” We should support and
nourish this conception. [We should consider that] everyone is
the servant of Krsna, and thus associate with all the Vaisnavas.
Whatever we do, we should do for Krsna.

The gopis were married, as were many associates of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The Pandavas were also householders,
and they were not too attached. We should do all these things for
Krsna, because we are not qualified to be in the renounced order.
But we can become qualified, gradually. When we come to the
age of fifty or sixty, all these things should gradually be given up.
Then, we can leave everything to our sons and our sons’ wives. At
that time, we will be known as vanaprasthi (one who is retiring
from material life). As a vanaprasthi, you can live with your wife,
no harm. But after some time, you should give your wife to your
sons and be renounced in a proper way, doing bhajana like Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.

Family life is not bad. In it, we can learn many things. This
world is the perverted reflection of the spiritual world [where
Krsna is the center of one’s activities]. It is like a ladder by
which we can gradually go up. But when family life is not like
a ladder, not like a school for training in spiritual life, then it is
very bad. It should be like a training school where one learns
how to love Krsna. A married person should think, “I should
love Krsna like my son or like my husband - more than my
husband - like a beloved, like a friend.” This household life is like
a training school. Those who have past impressions of married
life, having fully tasted it in previous lives, do not take to house-
hold life.

Those who pretend to be brahmacaris but are not actually
brahmacaris will fall down after some time. They may have taken
sannyasa, the renounced order, and are preaching all over the
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world, but if they are internally attached to ladies and wealth,
they were never qualified for this renounced order. They only
pretended to be qualified for wealth and reputation. Guru should
not give sannydsa to such persons.

Those who are duplicitous in this way are like Bakasura. We
should try to be careful of this Bakasura. You cannot kill him
yourself. Who can kill him? Only Krsna or Baladeva.

One day, Krsna and Baladeva were grazing the calves in
Talavana. All the boys were thirsty and hungry. What happened
then? Govinda-bhakata should speak.

AGHASURA
==

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacarti: I don't know the story so well.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I have told it many times.
[Playfully] If you don’t remember, I will make you remember by
twisting your ears. Then, very quickly you will remember.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Shortly after Krsna had killed
Bakasura, He and the cowherd boys were again taking care of the
calves. They were not yet five years old. The demons Piitana and
Bakasura had a younger brother.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Piitana had two brothers:
Bakasura and Aghasura. One of them, Bakasura, was killed. Now
Aghasura became furious.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Aghasura was angry that his
elder brother and sister had been killed. Karhsa incited him to
take action.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He promised Karnsa, “I will
take revenge and [ will surely kill Krsna today.”
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Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Under the influence of Yogamaya,
Aghasura was able to enter Vrndavana. He was a great mystic
yogi, and he came in the form of a serpent, but not just any
ordinary serpent. He took the form of a python and expanded his
body to become eight miles long, and then he lay on the forest
path. Just as Bakasura had previously opened his mouth with his
upper beak touching the sky, Aghasura opened his mouth in such
a way that his upper jaw was in the clouds. The cowherd boys
were playing. As he opened his mouth, a very foul, fishy smell
emanated from within, from his intestines.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: All the cowherd boys said,
“What is this?”

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Then the cowherd boys, seeing
this big structure, looked at each other and said, “What is this?”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “This is like a mountain.”

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacarti: At first they thought, “This looks
like a huge mountain going up into the sky.” On closer examina-
tion, they thought, “No, this is not a mountain; it is a huge cave.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The cave of that mountain...

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: The look of the entrance gave
them the impression it was a cave. On closer examination, they
saw that actually, it was a big snake.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, no. They saw that the
tongue was like a big red carpet.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: [Laughing] There was a big red
carpet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They thought, “We should
go in, whether it is a serpent, mountain, or cave — no harm. Krsna
is here. He is coming right behind us. He will save us if anything
happens.”
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Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: They quickly and confidently
proceeded into the mouth of Aghasura, because they had the
confidence that Krsna was with them and that whatever would
happen, He would protect them.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And what was Krsna doing?

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: He was scratching His head
wondering what was going on here.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He was in the last row...

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Yes. He was behind the others,
but He did not go in with them. He stayed outside and was look-
ing on.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Where are they going?
[ cannot save them, and they have walked inside.” He was
scratching His head, wondering what to do.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacart: It is explained that even though
the cowherd boys had walked into the mouth of the demon, Krsna
looked on in amazement, thinking, “How could Mahamaya, the
material illusory energy, manifest such a wonderful thing as this
big snake.”

The cowherd boys had walked in, but Aghasura was not satis-
fied, because he actually wanted Krsna. Finally, Krsna followed
the cowherd boys and walked into the serpent’s mouth. The
serpent, being satisfied that Krsna was within, closed his jaws.

In the mouth of that serpent, the cowherd boys fainted.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All the calves also went in.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: All the young calves that the
cowherd boys had been taking care of also went into the mouth
of Aghasura and fainted. Now that Krsna, the cowherd boys, and
the calves were within his mouth, Aghasura wanted to devour
them all, but Krsna suddenly became very, very hot.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Where?
Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Within the demon’s jaw.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No. [Points to throat.]

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: [Laughing| That is what [ meant.
Within his throat.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He could not breathe, also.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Aghasura could not breathe. He
was choking.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What was he doing? He was
struggling for his life.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Aghasura was fighting for his
life and moving his head left and right, trying to get Krsna out. He
wanted to vomit Him out, just as Bakasura had previously done.
But this time, Krsna did not allow that. Krsna got hotter and hotter
and hotter; and the heat increased within the head of Aghasura. His
head was about to burst. His eyes, which were like big rasagullas,
popped out of his head.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He began to roll down...

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Aghasura, the big serpent, began
to roll, squiggling all over the place. Finally, the life air of Aghasura
could no longer take the intense pain and heat, and it burst out
through a hole in the top of his skull.

Aghasura’s soul, or atma, came out and hovered in the sky.
Meanwhile, all the demigods above were looking upon the whole
scene and wondering what was going on. When Krsna had gone
into the serpent’s mouth, they thought, “Alas, Krsna will be killed!
What a calamity! What tragedy!” As they saw Aghasura’s soul
floating in the air, they wondered what was going to happen next.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Mahardja: Then Krsna opened
Aghasura’s mouth and they all came out.
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Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: Krsna opened the mouth of
Aghasura. He revived the cowherd boys and the calves, and they
all walked out. Krsna came out, and Aghasura’s soul, which was
seen hovering in the sky, merged into the body of Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, into His feet.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: He merged into His feet. [Laugh-
ing] It is explained how fortunate this Aghasura was that, though
he was a demon, he still attained brahma (the impersonal, non-
dual effulgence emanating from Krsna’s form). His soul merged
into Krsna’s foot.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: [To Prema-prayojana dasa]
Can you say something about this? Do you know some prayers by
Brahma? Try to remember something more.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Krsna came out of the mouth of
Aghasura, and Aghasura was relieved of all his false ego. Some
say that Krsna killed him, but this is not true. Krsna destroyed
all his false ego and his sinful body, and liberated his soul. Seeing
this, all the demigods became overjoyed. They began to beat
drums and dance. They chanted and showered flowers on Krsna.

At that time, Brahma, the creator of this universe, the highest
of all demigods, was traveling in the sky on his swan carrier. He
wondered, “What is going on? What is all this celebration about?”
When he came closer, he saw the soul of Aghasura enter into the
lotus feet of Krsna. He was very astonished.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: [To Navina-krsna Brahmacari]
What became of Aghasura’s soul? You should explain.

Govinda-bhakata Brahmacari: But he (Prema-prayojana dasa)
knows all the prayers. We are waiting for that.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He should know the essence
and the conclusive truths. You can only learn this in the association
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of high class Vaisnavas, realized souls, otherwise not. We can
remember the verses and so many things, but some things are
understood only in the association of Vaisnavas.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Bakasura attained liberation. There
are five kinds of mukti (liberation): sdrtpya, salokya, sdrsti,
samipya, and sayujya. Among these five, devotees don't like sayujya
liberation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is sayujya?
Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Sayujya means ‘to merge with brahma
(the impersonal effulgence emanating from Krsna's form).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What happens there?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: A person undergoing an operation
has no sense of anything; he doesn’t know what is going on.
Similarly, in sayujya-mukti, the soul cannot understand if he is
even existing or not. He is just like stone. He does not realize he is
a soul; his soul performs no activity. Krsna did not give Aghasura
this type of liberation; He gave him sdrtipya-mukti.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is saripya-mukti?
Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Sartipya means attaining a form like
that of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: A form like Narayana's -
four-armed. Not a two-armed form like Krsna’s, although some
similarities will be there. And what is samipya?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Sdmipya means ‘near to.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Anyone who is liberated
and receives samipya-mukti goes to a planet in Vaikuntha that is
near Krsna's planet. And there is also sarsti.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Sdrsti means having the same
opulence as Krsna.
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Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Opulence like Krsna’s,
but not exactly the same, not as much. What kind of liberation
does the Supreme Lord - as Krsna or Ramacandra - give to the
enemies He Kkills?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Sayujya.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: At first, some devotees, like
Sukadeva Gosvami [and the four Kumaras], had some attraction
to this type of [impersonal] liberation. This is also high-class.
But Vaisnavas don’t accept this sayujya-mukti, and [Gaudiya
Vaisnavas, the followers of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu] do not
want samipya, sarupya...

Navina-krsna Brahmacart: ...salokya, sarsti.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: Krsna mercifully gave
Aghasura sartipya-mukti, and he received a form like Narayana’s,
near one of His spiritual planets. But [Gaudiya] Vaisnavas do not
want this.

Lord Brahma was thinking, “This liberation is quite rare.
Millions of brahmavadis (those who have realized the impersonal
aspect of the Absolute Truth) do not receive liberation, but
upon being killed by Krsna, Aghasura has easily attained it.” He
realized, “Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is not a
demigod or anything else. | want to see some...”

«

Navina-krsna Brahmacart:
Brahma wanted to test Krsna, but this is not so. Brahma is an
dcarya (great spiritual master who instructs all by his own
example). He could not even think to test Him.

Brahma wanted to make an effort to see more of Krsna's
pastimes. Why? Because Yogamaya inspired him to do so. In
Vraja, Krsna would go out in the evening to milk the cows, and
at that time, all the cows would think, “If Krsna were my calf, then I
could give Him my milk.”

‘...more pastimes.” Some say that
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “If He were my son..”

Navina-Kkrsna Brahmacari: Also, all the friends of Mother Yasoda
thought, “If Krsna were to become my son, it would be my very
good fortune.” [They desired this because often,] on the way back
from cow-grazing, all Yasoda’s friends, one after another, would
take Krsna on their lap.

After this, Mother Yasoda took Krsna to her own residence.
The other motherly gopis thought, “If only I could have Krsna as
my son, even for a moment. Mother Ya$oda is so fortunate. She
sleeps with Krsna and nourishes Him always. If Krsna were to
become my son, then I could nourish Him as Yasoda does. This
would be my good fortune.”

LORD BRAHMA STEALS
. THE COWHERD BOYS AND CALVES

Navina-krsna Brahmacarti: All of the young vraja-gopis are little
girls. They think, “Krsna will be my husband.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Krsna is so sweet and
beautiful”

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: “He is so sweet and attractive.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “He is so strong. We want
Krsna to be our husband.” Krsna knew all those young gopis who
were not yet married.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: This refers to those gopis who were
Krsna's same age, from five to ten years old.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In India, little children
take pots full of water and go to Sankara, Lord Siva. They then
perform a sacred bathing ceremony of him and pray, “We want a

157



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

very beautiful husband.” Though they are not yet mature, still they
pray for this.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Krsna can accomplish many tasks
with one action. He gave an order to Yogamaya, then Yogamaya...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, not ordered. He desired
it, and...

Navina-Kkrsna Brahmacari: He desired.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And Yogamaya at once
came.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: She came and wanted to fulfill
Krsna's desire. Then Brahma came.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yogamaya inspired Brahma.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Yogamaya inspired Brahma3, and then
Brahma stole all Krsna's calves. At first, Krsna and His friends
were taking their meal under a tree, as the calves grazed nearby.
Brahma stole away all the calves and hid them near Tapovana,
near the banks of the Yamuna. All the cowherd boys were wonder-
ing, “Where are our calves?” They could not find them.

Krsna said, “I shall find out where they are. If I cannot, then I
shall play My flute; then all the calves will come.”

The cowherd boys said, “No, You can sit here. We will go.”
They left Krsna and went there to search for their calves. Then
Brahma...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No. They remained sitting
there. Krsna told them, “You cannot search. I will quickly look for

them. You stay here and take milk. I will come back very shortly”

Navina-krspna Brahmacari: When Krsna went in search of the
calves, Brahma came and quickly took away all the cowherd
boys and hid them in the same place [he had hidden the calves,
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near Tapovana]. Krsna came back, but He could not understand
what happened. He was thinking, “What happened? There are no
calves or cowherd boys.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He was searching.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: He thought, “When I go back home,
how shall I explain?” On that day, it was the birth star, or birth
constellation (birthday), of Baladeva Prabhu, and so He was not
with Krsna and the cowherd boys and calves. Krsna was thinking,
“All the cowherd boys’ mothers will ask Me, ‘O Kanhaiya, You
came alone. Where is my son? What shall I say to them?” Due to
His performing nara-lila (human-like pastimes) at that time, He
became so confused that His face became dry. In His hand there
were some foodstuffs — some rice and yogurt - but because He
was searching here and there, He forgot to eat it. With the help
of Yogamaya, He came to understand that Brahma had stolen all
the calves and cowherd boys, and keeping them in a cave by the
banks of Yamuna, had gone to his abode, Brahmaloka.

Krsna changed His form to look like Brahma, and went to
Brahmaloka. He said to Brahma’s servants, “Somebody wants to
cheat Me.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “He wants to cheat you all.”

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: “He wants to cheat you all. He is
coming here in a four-headed form that looks like my own. Be
careful. Don’t be cheated by him.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Don’t let him come here.”

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: “He is an imposter, so don't let him
come here.”

Later, Brahma himself came. Since he was entering his own
residence, he had no need to ask anyone for permission, yet his
watchman said, “Do not enter! Who are you?”
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Brahma asked, “Are you mad?”

“No, we are not mad. You are mad. If you advance any further,
we shall break your leg.”

Brahma wondered, “What is happening here? Any other
day, they never insult me, but now they even want to beat me.”
Surprised, Brahma came back and meditated on this. In his
meditation, he saw that Krsna Himself was the cause of this
incident. He became very sorry for his behavior and returned to
Vraja, where he saw Krsna grazing the calves.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: With all the calves!
Navina-krsna Brahmacari: And with all the cowherd boys.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: He was wandering here
and there with them, playing.

Navina-krspa Brahmacarl: Krsna was playing as if nothing
had happened. Brahma rubbed his eyes and saw that all those
calves and cowherd boys had become four-armed. Why? The
worshipful deity of Brahma is Garbhodakasayi Visnu, who is
four-armed. Krsna wanted to show Brahma, “What to speak
of Me, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, even My calves
and cowherd boys, as well as their sticks and clothes, are not
less than Garbhodakas$ayl Visnu. They all are transcendental.”
Brahma paid his obeisance again and again to Krsna and offered
Him prayers.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But then he again saw
Krsna alone...

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: ..searching for His calves and
cowherd friends.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Feeling very sad, Brahma
began to pray, “You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
[ could not understand You.”
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Navina-krsna Brahmacari:

naumidya te ‘bhra-vapuse tadid-ambaraya
gufjavatamsa-paripiccha-lasan-mukhaya
vanya-sraje kavala-vetra-visana-venu-
laksma-Sriye mrdu-pade-pasupangajaya
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.14.1)

[O Lord, You are the only person in the whole creation
worthy of our prayers. O Vrajendra-nandana, You look
like a new rain cloud, and adorned with a yellow garment
that sparkles and shimmers like lightning, You look very
elegant. With a garland of gufija berries around your neck,
ornaments embellishing Your ears, and a peacock feather
on Your head, Your lotus face emits a brilliant luster.
The garland of many colored forest flowers and leaves
around Your neck, the cow-herding stick and forest bugle
under Your arm, and Your venu flute tucked into Your
cummerbund look splendid. In Your soft lotus hands are
morsels of rice and yogurt. Appearing in this sweet attire
of a cowherd boy, You attract everyone. Your delicate lotus
feet, softer than lotus flowers, are marked with auspicious
symbols. To these lotus feet alone, [ am offering prostrated
obeisance again and again.]

Brahma is praying, “O Pasupangajaya.” Here, Brahma is con-
firming that Krsna is the son of Nanda Baba. How? Pasupa means
‘he who takes care of the cows, and that person who has taken
birth from him is pasupangajaya. This ‘person who takes care
of the cows’ is Nanda Bab3, and He who came from Nanda Baba
is Krsna.

Here, Brahma is saying, “I fall down at His lotus feet” Whose
feet? “Naumidya te 'bhra-vapuse - He whose body is like a new
cloud” Then tadid-ambardya. Just as there is lightning in a cloud,

161



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

His yellow garment is like lightning on His body. His body is like
anew cloud, and His yellow garment is like lightning.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: His cadara (shawl).

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: What is His ornamentation?
Guifijavatamsa - one kind of fruit.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Guja is one thing, and
avatamsa is another thing; they are not the same. Guija beads
are made into a garland and are placed on His neck. Avatamsa
means ‘earrings’ - so beautiful. They are made from flowers.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: On His head, there is a paripiccha,
a peacock feather. Vanya-sraje. He is decorated - His whole body;,
from top to bottom - with wild flowers from the jungle. Kavala-
vetra-visana-venu. In His hands are some foodstuffs and a stick
for cow-grazing, and He keeps a flute in His waist.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is laksma-sriye?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Laksma-sSriye means there are many
auspicious symbols on the soles of His feet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What are they?

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Thunderbolt, chariot, lotus, fish,
and many others. When Krsna walks around, all these marks are
impressed upon the Earth.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Mrdu-pade.
Navina-krspa Brahmacari: Mrdu-pade means ‘moving very slowly.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: Slowly, like a young
elephant - very beautifully.

Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Krsna is carefree. He is walking
freely and slowly.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Smiling...
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Navina-krsna Brahmacari: Smilingly. Brahma prays, “I bow
down at Your lotus feet.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: [To Prema-prayojana dasa]
Do you know any verse in this regard? Jiane prayasam udapdsya
namanta eva.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Brahma climbed down from his swan
carrier and fell again and again, offering his obeisance to Krsna.
In a faltering voice, with his hair standing on end, and with tears
flowing from his eight eyes, he began to offer many prayers, like
this beautiful prayer Srila Gurudeva has just now quoted.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What did he see? Was
Krsna eating something?

AN EXPLANATION OF
g“ A VERSE FROM SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM

Prema-prayojana dasa: He saw how Krsna was standing like an
ordinary boy, holding food in His left hand - some yogurt and
rice. It was dripping through His fingers. Brahma began to offer
a prayer:

jiiane prayasam udapdsya namanta eva
jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-vartam
sthane sthitah sruti-gatam tanu-van-manobhir
ye prayaso ’jita jito ‘py asi tais tri-lokyam
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.3)
[Those who, even while remaining situated in their estab-
lished social positions, throw away the process of specula-

tive knowledge, and with their body, words, and mind
offer all respects to descriptions of Your personality and
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activities, dedicating their lives to these narrations, which
are vibrated by You personally and by Your pure devotees,
certainly conquer Your Lordship, although You are other-
wise unconquerable by anyone within the three worlds.*]

Brahma said, “The endeavor for knowledge should be given
up. Rather, one should simply pay one’s obeisance to Krsna.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is jAdne-praydasam?

Prema-prayojana dasa: Jiiane-prayasam means ‘the endeavor
to acquire knowledge about Krsna, the Absolute Truth. Further-
more, the knowledge of Krsna’s opulence is an obstacle, a stum-
bling block, for those who want to enter into the sweetness of
Vrndavana. Krsna has said:

ai$varya-jiianete saba jagat misrita
aisvarya-Sithila-preme nahi mora prita
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 4.17)

[In this whole universe everyone has knowledge of Me as
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. But love that is made
feeble by this reverential knowledge is not satisfying to Me.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Can we explain nirvisesa-
jiana?

Prema-prayojana dasa: Nirvisesa-jiana is to think that Absolute
Truth is formless, impersonal, with no qualities, no pastimes, no
abode, no associates, and no activities. This should be rejected.

Srila Nariayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is not told here. Here,
jAdne prayasam means devotional service mixed with speculative
knowledge. This means thinking that Krsna is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, that He is Narayana. This should also be
stopped [if one wants to enter the eternal realm of Vraja, where
Krsna performs charming human-like pastimes].
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Prema-prayojana dasa: One might say, “If we give up this knowl-
edge of the opulence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, then
how will we understand anything?” Therefore, Brahma is giving
the actual suggestion. What is that? “Jivanti san-mukharitam
bhavadiya-vartam - one should hear the descriptions of Krsna's
sweet pastimes.” From where? From the lips of a pure devotee.
That means not from any tape, not from any book, not from any
video, folio, internet, or database. That will not do.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: These other things will not do.

Prema-prayojana dasa: Brahma then said sthane-sthitah. This
has different meanings. One meaning is ‘to stay where you are’
There is no need to make any external arrangements or change
anything. If you are a brahmacari (celibate student), then remain
a brahmacari. If you are a grhastha (a householder), then stay
a grhastha. If you are a vanaprastha (one who has retired from
family life) or a sannydsi (one in the renounced order), then
stay in that position. There is no need to make any external
arrangements. Just subject yourself to the flow of nectar coming
from the mouth of any pure Vaisnava.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The second meaning?

Prema-prayojana dasa: The other meaning is ‘stay in that place
where there is a pure devotee speaking the sweet pastimes of
Krsna, and never leave. Always constantly hear hari-katha from
the lips of a pure Vaisnava.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What would a person do
there?

Prema-prayojana dasa: Not hear for enjoyment, but actually
completely surrender one’s body, mind, and words to that pure
Vaisnava. Then that hari-katha will truly enter one’s heart.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharija: No. Offering pranama
(humble obeisance) to that place, to the person who is giving

165



KRSNA — THE LORD OF SWEETNESS

hari-kathd, to Srimad-Bhagavatam, from which he is reading, and
to those who have arranged for hari-katha to take place. Those
who make such arrangements think, “The Vaisnavas should come
to take part in this,” and thus they invite all Vaisnavas.

We should also offer pranama to those who arranged prasadam,
to those who have arranged for places to sit, and to anyone who
has broomed. Offer prandma to them with your whole body.

What do we do with our mind? We think, “How lucky I am
that I am hearing hari-kathd.” Do prandma by heart and by mind,
also. Give respect to all, especially to those who are speaking
hari-katha. Such as who? Baladeva Prabhu, one’s guru, or Pariksit
Maharaja. Pariksit Maharaja had great faith, honor, and trust in
Sukadeva Gosvami.

Prema-prayojana dasa: A question may come in one’s mind, “If |
give up the endeavor for jiidna, then how will I control the mind?”

One should not fear this. Brahma is saying ye prayaso jita jito
‘py asi tais tri-lokyam. Many sages and yogis make great endeavor
to control their mind and senses, but...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They don’t want to control
their mind; the mind is insignificent. They want to control Krsna.
But Krsna is never controlled by any of them. For those who hear
hari-katha, Krsna is very soon controlled by them. And gradually,
sadhana-bhakti, bhava-bhakti, and prema-bhakti come, and their
life becomes successful. Anything more?

Prema-prayojana dasa: What to speak of controlling our mind,
simply by hearing hari-kathd, Krsna easily comes under control.

Srila Nardyana Gosvami Maharaja: Don’t have so much faith in
reading. Everything [in the scriptures] is locked and concealed.
“Jaha, bhagavata pada vaisnavera sthane - if you want to understand
Srimad-Bhagavatam, you must approach a self-realized Vaisnava
and hear from him” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 5.131).
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We may think, “I will read by myself and I will become a topmost
Vaisnava.” But in truth, you cannot understand even a word of the
scriptures on your own. If the Vaisnava, the guru, is bona fide and
knows Srz'mad-Bhdgavatam, then he has the key to unlock it, and
you will know and realize these things; otherwise, by your own
mind, by your own intelligence, by your reading, and so forth, you
cannot know them and you will fall down. You should hear from
Vaisnavas. Then?

Prema-prayojana dasa: By hearing hari-kathd, Krsna...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What will happen? If a
person hears in this way, Krsna will come into his heart in the
form of words, hari-katha, and He will clear all kinds of doubts,
all kinds of anarthas and offenses, and his heart will become
pure and smooth. Krsna will make him realize everything about
bhakti-yoga. This is the process. You should try to hear from a
qualified Vaisnava. If that is not possible, then you can read. But
when that Vaisnava again comes, you should hear from him.

You may have read Srimad-Bhdgavatam many times, but you
have never heard it the way we are explaining it.

After hundreds of thousands of births [of independent
endeavor], you will not become qualified to know all these
things. We first heard from our gurudeva and many Vaisnavas -
Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
Srila Jiva Gosvami, and others - and then we attained something,
very little, like a stone on the shore of an endless ocean.

Try to hear and keep what we hear in our heart. When we leave
here, try to remember what I have spoken and what Vaisnpavas
have spoken. As you go to sleep, try to remember all this, and in
your sleep, thoughts of what you have heard and remembered
will come to you. If you are not doing this, and if you go from here
and leave all you have heard behind, only remembering worldly
things, then it will be of no value to you at all.
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DHENUKASURA

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We have been explaining the
sweet pastimes of Krsna from Srimad-Bhagavatam. Tomorrow
we leave Malaysia. | have not been able to explain so much, but
when we next come, we will begin from where we leave off. Now
[ want to speak something in brief.

Once, Krsna and Baladeva, along with many cowherd boys,
were near Madhuvana (a forest of Vrndavana), and were feeling
very hungry. They perceived the sweet scent of ripened palm
fruits. The cowherd boys told Krsna, “Today we were attacked
by a very severe demon. There was no one to save us but You.
Krsna and Baladeva, You are so powerful. You can save anyone.
If You had not saved us, we surely would have died.”

Who was that demon?

Devotees: Trnavarta.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Krsna said, “Let us see what
Baladeva Prabhu is doing.” [To Prema-prayojana dasa] In brief,
you should speak about what happened after that.

Prema-prayojana dasa: A sweet fragrance was coming from
the forest called Talavana. In this forest, there were many tala
(palmyra) trees, which were being guarded by a demon named
Dhenukasura - the ass demon - and his many donkey associates.
They protected this forest of sweet tala fruits. They would taste
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some fruit themselves and then offer the rest to Kamsa, for his
pleasure. They were Karhsa’s associates.

Krsna, Balarama, and all of Their friends made their way to that
forest, being attracted by the sweet fragrance of the tdla fruits.
Upon their arrival, they found that there was no Dhenukasura
or other ass demons in sight. Baladeva approached one tree and,
being extremely powerful, began to shake it. Very large tala fruits
fell to the ground. Upon hearing this sound, Dhenukasura and all
his associates came running and saw Baladeva shaking the tree.
“Just see! Some boys have come to steal what is meant for our
master, Kamsa.”

Dhenukasura became angry, and he ran toward the boys while
making a terrible sound. As he came closer, he turned around
to kick them and kill them with his hind legs. Baladeva, being
very strong and heroic, ran forward to meet the demon’s charge.
He caught Dhenukasura by the hind legs and swung him around
and around so quickly that the demon gave up his life, merely
by the centrifugal force. Baladeva threw the demon into the air,
and the demon landed on the top of a tree. He was so heavy that
when he hit the tree, it came crashing down. The trees grew close
together, so the tree on which Dhenukasura fell hit another, and
that one hit another, and then another, and so forth. Many trees
fell one after another, like dominoes.

Seeing this, the associates of Dhenukasura became even
angrier. They charged, one after another. Krsna and Balarama
grabbed them one by one by their hind legs, swung them around
in the air, and threw them into the treetops. In this way, they
demolished all the trees in the forest. When the boys saw this, they
clapped, happy to see the fun. But a problem arose. With all the
demons lying dead here and there, the trees smashed, and blood
everywhere, the boys realized, “These fruits are contaminated.
We cannot eat them,” and so they did not take any of them.
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In this pastime, there are some very deep meanings. What
teachings have our dcdryas revealed from this pastime?

Dhenukasura is an ass demon. The ass has many peculiar
characteristics. He is a symbol of ignorance. Why? There are
many reasons.

First, in the summer season, when it is hot, the ground
becomes dry and all the grass dies. During that time, the ass eats
a little grass here and there. He moves quickly, because what
little grass is left is scattered. After eating for some time, he looks
around and considers, “All the grass is gone. I must have eaten
so much.” Simply by thinking he has eaten all the grass, his belly
feels full and he becomes fat.

Later, the rainy season comes and grass is everywhere. He
eats and eats, moving from one grassy patch to the next. After
many hours, he looks back. “I've only come a short way and still
there is grass everywhere. | have not eaten anything.” Actually,
in the rainy season, the donkey has eaten much more than in
the summer season, but because he sees that there is still grass
everywhere, he thinks, “I have not eaten anything” and thus
becomes skinny.

The ass is like the materialist in this world. Due to nature,
grass is both growing and disappearing, but Dhenukasura is
thinking, “It is  who am doing everything.”

prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih karmani sarvasah
ahankara-vimiudhatma kartaham iti manyate
Bhagavad-gita (3.27)

Here, Krsna says, “All activities in this world are performed by
nature, but the conditioned soul, being covered by the ignorance
of false ego, thinks, ‘1 am doing everything” When he achieves
anything in his life, he becomes satisfied, thinking it has been
achieved solely by his actions.”
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Actually, he has done nothing, but still he thinks, “I have done
so much.” He thus becomes happy, just like the donkey. In this
way, the donkey is the symbol of ignorance.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Is there something more?

Prema-prayojana dasa: Also, we see in India how the donkey
is used as a beast of burden. He is most often seen carrying a
heavy load upon his back; a load so heavy that the donkey’s small
legs shake. Yet, even though he is carrying a heavy load, he never
has the opportunity to enjoy the contents of that load. He is like
the washer-man, who carries many clothes but never once wears
those clothes himself. The donkey may carry many sweets and
lots of sugar, but he never gets to taste them. Similarly, an ignorant
person works very hard, but he never gets any pleasure. Another
example is a person who does much sadhana and bhajana,
but not under the shelter of a bona fide guru. He can therefore
not taste any rasa; no realization will come from his sadhana
and bhajana.

The donkey has another peculiar quality. He is always chasing
after the she-donkey. And the she-donkey has a peculiar quality,
as well, in that when she is chased by the male donkey, she
always kicks him in the face. In this world, those who are always
running after the opposite sex are like donkeys. Even though
they are repeatedly kicked in the face, they never give up; they
never lose their enthusiasm. In this way, they are exactly like
donkeys.

There is another very clear example of the mentality of the
donkey that can be conveyed in a story.

Once upon a time, there was a man who earned his livelihood
by using donkeys to take pilgrims up the Himalayan Mountains to
have darsana of the deity of Kedaranatha (Lord Siva). He would
place all of the pilgrims’ possessions on the donkeys, and they
would walk up the mountain. It would usually take a few days.
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They would stop at guest houses for the night, and then carry on
with their journey the next morning.

One day they set out, and in the evening arrived at a guest
house. The pilgrims went inside to take rest. It was then that the
owner of the donkeys noticed he had forgotten something. Every
night he would bind the donkeys by the legs, so that they would
not walk away, and the donkeys would still be there when he
would awaken in the morning. On this day, however, he left the
ropes down at the bottom of the mountain. Upon remembering
this, he thought, “What will I do now? My donkeys may wander
off in the night.” He was lamenting bitterly. “What to do?”

Just then, he saw a saintly person who was also on pilgrimage
there. He thought, “Saints are kind and merciful. Perhaps he can
give me some good advice.”

He went to the saint and said, “O Mahatmaji (great soul), can
you please help me? I am in a very tricky situation. I have left the
ropes | use to tie up my donkeys at night at the bottom of the
mountain. How can I keep them from running away at night?”

The saintly person said, “This is not a problem. All you need
to do is bring your donkeys near a tree, as you usually do every
evening. Then, lift the leg of the donkey, and with one hand,
mimic the tying of a rope around his leg. If you do this with all
the donkeys, you will not have any problem.”

The donkey owner was inspired to try. He took his donkeys to
a tree, tied their legs with a pretend rope, as he was instructed,
and then went to take rest. In the morning, just as the saintly
person had predicted, all the donkeys were still there. The owner
of the donkeys was overjoyed. “This great soul has given me such
good advice.”

When the pilgrims came out and loaded all of their luggage
onto the donkeys, the owner yelled, “Let’s go!” But the donkeys
would not move. He pushed them, slapped them, and hit them,
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but they wouldn’'t move. “What to do now?” he thought. “I will
go back to that saint. He is very intelligent.” He went back to the
saint and said, “Please help me. Now my donkeys won’t move.”

The saint said, “Don’t you know why?”

“No. Can you tell me?”

“Yes. You should go to your donkeys and again take hold of
their legs. Move your hand in the opposite direction, to mimic
untying the ropes you ‘tied’ last night, and then say ‘Move!’ and
they will go.”

The guide returned to the donkeys and made an untying
motion around their legs. Then he said “Move!” and they all
proceeded toward Kedaranatha.

What is the purport of this story? The donkey is greatly
ignorant. Those donkeys were never actually bound; only their
minds were bound. Similarly, for the living entities in this world,
the mind is the cause of bondage. But the mind is also the cause
of liberation. Understanding this, we should approach a bona fide
guru and Vaisnavas, and by following their good instructions, our
mind will become detached from all material identifications and
bondage. What kind of bondage? What is it that makes us bound
just like the donkey? In Srimad-Bhagavatam, the psychology of
a donkey has been described:

yasyatma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma ijya-dhih
yat-tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij
Janesv abhijiiesu sa eva go-kharah
Srimad-Bhdagavatam (10.84.13)

[One who identifies his self as the inert body composed
of mucus, bile, and air, who assumes his wife and family
are permanently his own, who thinks an earthen image or
the land of his birth is worshipable, or who sees a place
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of pilgrimage as merely the water there, but who never
identifies himself with, feels kinship with, worships or
even visits those who are wise in spiritual truth - such a
person is no better than a cow or an ass.*]

A donkey is not an animal with four legs and long ears that
says ‘Hee-haw’ Rather, it is psychology, consciousness, that
determines whether one is a donkey or not. A donkey may
therefore have two legs. Yasyatma-buddhih. Anyone who thinks,
“I am this body,” which is composed of three elements - mucus,
bile, and air - is a donkey. Such a person takes the body to be
the self. Anyone who has the tendency to become completely
absorbed in the intimate relations of family life - wife, home,
children, and so forth - has a consciousness like that of a donkey.
Anyone who thinks that the material elements in this world are
worshipful, or that the land of his birth is worshipful, and thinks
“Yes, | am British, and Britain is great and worshipful,” or, “I am
American,” or, “I am Malaysian,” is like a two-legged donkey.

Someone may think, “I will make progress in my spiritual
life by going to the holy places and taking bath in the sacred
rivers.” If he goes to the holy places and takes bath, but does not
avail himself of the association of the saintly persons, the pure
Vaisnavas, who live in those places and who can give him good
spiritual instructions, he is like an ass. All these varieties of
ignorance are personified in Dhenukasura.

There is another teaching in this pastime. When Dhenukasura
came to Kill the boys, it was Baladeva who came forth and
killed him. What is the significance of this? Baladeva is the first
expansion of Krsna, and He is the original guru. He serves Krsna
in every capacity. Baladeva is the original, undivided essential
truth of guru. The fact that Baladeva Kkilled this demon means
that we have this anartha (unwanted tendency) of ignorance,
just as Dhenukasura did.
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We cannot remove this anartha by our own efforts. We will have
to approach a bona fide guru. Only by the merciful instructions of
a bona fide guru - by his kindness, by his glance, by his words,
and by his heartfelt blessings - can this ignorance be removed.
Without the shelter and without the mercy of a bona fide guru,
we cannot come off the donkey platform and come to the human
platform, nor can we come to the platform of knowledge: pure
love for Sri Sr1 Radha-Krsna.

varicha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

[I offer prandma again and again to the Vaisnavas, who are
the saviors of the fallen, who are just like wish-fulfilling
desire-trees, and who are oceans of mercy.]
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ROMAHARSANA SUTA
...................... SIS

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Once, Baladeva Prabhu
went from Kuruksetra to Naimisaranya. There He saw that
Romaharsana Siita was giving classes on Srimad-Bhagavatam
and other Puranas to many great sages. They were about eighty-
eight thousand in number. He was sitting on the vydsdsana,
just as I am here, giving classes to all. Everyone present was
hearing attentively from him. When Baladeva Prabhu arrived,
all the sages present stood up and offered Him their obeisance.
But Romaharsana Sita, who was on the vyasasana, thought,
“Baladeva Prabhu is a gopa, from a lower caste. Why should I
offer my respects to Him? [ am such a realized soul. I know all
the Vedas and Puranas. All are praising me and giving me honor”
Such was his false ego. In this way, he was sitting and giving class.

Baladeva Prabhu saw this. Being the first expansion of Krsna,
He is non-different from Krsna Himself, and He is the personified
principle of §ri guru (guru-tattva). He knew that Romaharsana
Siita was not qualified to give class on Srimad-Bhdgavatam, and
so He said, “You have not properly realized what you have heard
from your guru. If you are not honoring and giving respect to
other Vaisnavas, then you are not a qualified Vaisnava and are
unqualified to give class on Srimad-Bhdgavatam or the Puranas.
You should know that I am the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
If you are not showing honor to Me, how can you honor other
Vaisnavas? You cannot, and you are therefore unqualified to speak”

Baladeva Prabhu thought, “I should act to clearly establish the
correct principle.” He then cut off the head of Romaharsana Suta,
killing him. All the sages prayed to Baladeva Prabhu. “Now he is
dead. You have killed the person from whom we were hearing
hari-katha. This is not good. What should we do?” They were
lamenting.
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Baladeva Prabhu asked them, “Do you want Me to give life
back to this wicked, unqualified person?”

They answered, “No, we don’t want that. But we do want to
hear hari-katha from a realized person.” Baladeva quickly called
Romaharsana’s son, a boy of only five years. He placed His feet on
the boy’s head, and in this way greatly blessed him. That boy was
so inspired that he began to recite all the Vedas - the Upanisads,
Srimad-Bhdagavatam, Bhagavad-gitd, Vedanta, and everything.
Baladeva Prabhu seated that boy on the vyasasana, and there,
the boy began to recite these truths. Baladeva Prabhu is guru. A
real, qualified, fully realized guru preaches the glories of Krsna
and pure bhakti, the truth of the living entity, the truth of maya
(the deluding potency), and the truth of devotion. Such a guru is
a manifestation of Baladeva Prabhu.

Those who do not have these qualities and instead possess
the false ego ‘I am guru’ will memorize some verses of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, but without realization, and they will not practice
bhakti-yoga. Such persons are not even devotees of intermediate
qualification (madhyama-adhikara). They have elementary quali-
fication (kanistha-adhikara) only. They have no bhakti. How then
can they sow the seeds of bhakti in the heart of others? They
cannot. They only have a false ego, and so they can only give false
bhakti. With this false bhakti, a person can collect money and
honor, and thus both guru and disciple will go to hell.

In Jaiva-dharma, Bhaktivinoda Thakura describes a person
who, at the time of taking initiation from [an unqualified]
guru, had no idea of the essential truth about who a genuine
guru is, took initiation ignorantly. Since there is no action [no
potency] as a result of taking diksd from an unqualified guru,
that person should at once give him up and receive initiation
from a realized Vaisnava guru. Without doing so, he will have no
realization of bhakti at all; bhakti will not come. This has been
described throughout the scriptures. Srila Jiva Gosvami has given

180



INVALUABLE INSTRUCTIONS

this understanding. We should try to follow Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura and Srila Jiva Gosvami. If someone does not have real
bhakti, how can he give the seed of bhakti to others?

At the time of receiving initiation from a guru, a person may
have been ignorant of the essential truth about who a real guru
is. In time, he comes to understand, “I have taken initiation from
my guru. He chants the holy name and is sincere, but he has no
actual realization and is not even at the stage of a devotee on the
intermediate platform (a madhyama-adhikari). What should I
do?” He will go directly to his guru with this request: “Gurudeva,
please order me to associate with another guru — one who is very
elevated.”

If that guru says, “I am so happy to hear this. You should go to
that guru, and [ will also go,” then he is really a guru and he should
not be given up. He should be honored as a guru who shows the
path of bhakti. Such a guru should be given honor, but the disciple
should surely associate with that other; elevated guru.

Sometimes, a very elevated instructing spiritual master (siksa-
guru) is obtained - a topmost devotee like Jiva Gosvami. This
happened in the case of Syamananda Prabhu. His gurudeva,
Hrdaya-caitanya, instructed him as follows: “I chant and I remem-
ber, and I am satisfied. But if you want to have more knowledge and
more realization, and if you want to enter pure bhakti, you should
go to Jiva Gosvami in Vrndavana. I don’t know all that he knows.”

Syamananda Prabhu went to Srila Jiva Gosvami, along with
Narottama Thakura and Srinivasa Acirya. They were very inspired
by Jiva Gosvami, a topmost devotee, and under his guidance, they
studied all the scriptures on bhakti. Their initiating gurus were
very pleased by this. This is the system or etiquette followed by
Vaisnavas, and we should also try to follow it.

So, Baladeva Prabhu killed that Romaharsana.

Now we are coming to the conclusion of our Srimad-
Bhdgavatam classes. Because now our time here is practically
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over, in the short time remaining, I wish to narrate a little of the
pastimes of Krsna.

Some beginner devotees (kanistha-adhikdris) want to gain
entrance into Krsna’'s pastimes and do bhajana, but they think,
“If we perform bhajana of Krsna, He will take away all our
possessions, and we will become paupers, beggars. But if we
worship Durga, Kali, Siva, or Ganes$a, with his very long trunk and
enormous stomach, they will easily give us everything - so much
wealth, a beautiful wife or husband, and many good, qualified
children. If we serve Krsna and perform bhajana of Him, it may
be that we will become street beggars with no wealth.”

Krsna can do this. It has been stated in §r1'mad—Bhdgavatam:

yasyaham anugrhndami harisye tad-dhanam Sanaih
tato dhanam tyajanty asya svajana duhkha-duhkhitam
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.88.8)

This means that those to whom Krsna shows special favor
or gives His pure mercy quickly become street beggars, and are
always weeping here and there, crying, “O Krsna! O Krsna!” They
have no tendency to accumulate wealth or assets. Some people
are fearful of this [attaining Krsna’s favor and losing everything].

[In relation to this verse,] Svamiji, Bhaktivedanta Svami, told me
a story in order to warn me. He said, “I was fearful of this Srimad-
Bhagavatam verse, but I never stopped chanting Krsna's names
or remembering Him, and I continued reading the Bhagavatam.
Previously, I was eagerly performing so much labor to make
money and be happy with my family. But after some time, my
medicine factory was unsuccessful. [ then made a medical shop,
which became very well-known. Indian Prime Ministers used to
come to this shop, but unluckily, it also failed. I then started a
medical agency, making many medical preparations to sell, but
that also failed.”
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His wife told him that he could not make money and could
not support them. After that, his children turned against him. He
traveled to Mathura, where he told me, “I could not realize that
all that happened was the mercy of Krsna. Now I am a beggar”

[ told him, “You have not come for all those silly things - bad
things. Krsna wants to perform many miracles through you.
You should take the renounced order.” Happily, on the order of
my gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Prajiiana Ke$ava Gosvami Maharaja,
he took initiation into the renounced order. As you well know,
he preached Krsna consciousness, pure bhakti, throughout the
whole world shortly after this. My purpose in telling you this is to
say that there is no need to fear.

SUDAMA VIPRA
............. C }g@(()\'}

Krsna had a friend named Sudama Vipra, who lived in Dvaraka.
He was very poor. Why was he poor? Because he never made
any endeavor to collect money. He was always found chanting,
remembering, reading Srimad-Bhagavatam and other such books,
and worshiping Krsna, and he therefore had no time to make
any money. Sometimes, he went out to beg after noticing that his
wife was very worried there was nothing to eat. Occasionally,
someone would put something in his begging bag, and sometimes
he would return to his home without having collected anything.

His wife was a very high-class devotee. She used to think,
“Anything that comes as a result of my husband’s begging I will
first offer to God. Only then will I give all that prasadam to my
husband.”

But Sudama was merciful. He always thought, “Although young,
my wife appears old.” He took one or two morsels of prasadam
and Kkept the rest for her.
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And what did his wife think? “He has left this for me!” She
was worried for him. One day, she told him, “I have heard
that Dvarakadisa - Krsna, the emperor of Dvaraka - has great
opulence and wealth, and being very merciful, He takes pity on
the unfortunate. He is your friend. I know that He has so much
respect for brahmanas. He even personally gives in charity to
them. He supports and nourishes both cows and brahmanas. You
should go to Him.”

Sudama said, “I may go, but I cannot beg anything from Him.”

“Just go there. He will see that you are a brahmana and His
friend,” she said. “He will surely give you something.”

His wife requested him repeatedly. Why? Did she want any-
thing for herself? No, for her husband. She was thinking, “If some
wealth were to come, | would be able to easily serve my husband,
and both of us would be happy” Thinking this way, she repeatedly
requested him to go.

Sudama replied, “You insist that I go there, but I don’t want
to go to beg anything from Him. Since I may have a chance to see
the lotus feet of my friend Krsna, I will go, but I will not go empty-
handed. You must give me something to take to Him.”

She looked around her home to see if there was anything
to send Krsna. She searched high and low, but could not find
anything. She went to her neighbor and asked, “Can you give me
something that my husband can take to Krsna?” The neighbor
gave her a very small amount of hard old chipped rice. She
wrapped it in a very dirty cloth and brought it back to her
home. They had no clean cloth, what to speak of new cloth. She
securely tied the chipped rice in that old, torn cloth and gave it
to her husband. He took it and began to chant the holy names
of Krsna:

krsna govinda govinda gopala nanda-lala
girivara-dhari madana-gopala
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girivara-dhari nanda-dulala
krsna govinda govinda gopala nanda-lala

Although he was quite young, he appeared old, and he was
lean and thin. His skin color was dark, he had no good clothing to
wear, and there were many cracks in his feet, because he had no
shoes. But he also had no concern for all this. He cared only for
krsna-bhajana and nothing else.

The cracks in his feet were so big that he was unable to
walk much. He soon became tired, but he knew he had to go on.
Somehow or other, he got to Dvaraka and asked someone, “Can
you direct me to the palace of Krsna?”

Everyone there was acquainted with Krsna’s palace, and they
told him, “Go this way.” Thus, in a short time, he came to the
door of the palace where Krsna lived with Rukmini, His principle
queen. Krsna would often stay in Rukmint’s room, and she would
fan Him with a yak tail fan and offer Him many preparations. She
was always in a serving mood. The doorkeepers, armed with
many weapons, saw this brahmana enter.

The brahmana asked, “Can you show me to where Krsna is?”

The doorkeepers said, “Krsna has ordered us to never stop
any brahmana from entering, and we see that you are brahmana.
Come quickly” They took Sudama directly into Rukmin?’s house.

From a distance, Krsna saw that poor bradhmana from the
palace windows. “My classmate Sudama is coming!” He ran
toward him, weeping. Giving up the throne in RukminI’s home
and leaving everything, He cried, “My dear friend Sudama!”

He quickly ran up to Sudama Vipra and embraced him. He
brought him into the palace and sat him on Rukmini’s bed, upon
which Krsna Himself would sit.

He told all of His 16,108 wives, “Bring very nice water.” What
kind of water? Fragrant, lukewarm water mixed with camphor
and other substances. With that water, Krsna personally began
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to wash Sudama’s feet. Rukmini, Satyabhama, and other queens
were supplying the water, and some queens were fanning Sudama
with a yak tail fan.

All present were able to witness such a wonderful thing:
Krsna was not only washing Sudama'’s feet with water, but with
His own tears, also - so gently, and in such a pleasant mood.
After that, Sudama was given something to eat, and then he lay
down to rest. Krsna thought, “It may be that Sudama wonders
if I recognize him. He may think that [ am respecting him solely
because I respect all brahmanas, and not because I remember
our friendship.”

Krsna said to Sudama, “O friend, do you remember that the
wife of our gurudeva once said, ‘Today it is raining. We have no
dry wood with which to cook. Quickly go to the forest and bring
some dry wood’? I took you with Me to the forest. In the meantime,
it started to rain heavily, and it became dark, as if it were night.
The rainfall was like elephant trunks or great pillars. Everywhere
quickly became flooded. The narrow lanes were deep with water,
and water in the wider lanes was shallow. When night came, we
stood under the sky in the heavy rain, piling a heap of wood upon
our heads so we would not become wetter.

“We stayed like that the whole night, and in the morning,
Guruji came, calling, ‘O Krsna! O Sudama! Where are you?’

“‘We are here!” we replied. Guruji at once came with a light
and saved us, and then took us home.

“Upon our arrival home, Gurudeva said, ‘There is no need for
you to read or study anything. By my mercy, all scriptures - the
Vedas, Upanisads, and so forth - as well as the sixty-four arts, will
at once manifest in your heart. Soon after, we actually realized all
this. Do you remember?”

Sudama Vipra replied, “I remember. But I doubted You would
see that I am a poor brdhmana related to you by friendship.
[ wondered if Your receiving me as You did was only part of
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Your courtesy to any simple brahmana. I now realize that this
was not so.”

While Krsna and Sudama churned all these topics, morning
gradually came. Sudama Vipra said, “My dear friend, I now want
to go back to my family. Brahmani (my wife) hasn’t taken anything
to eat yet, and so [ should go.”

Krsna told him, “Yes, now you can go.” Krsna never gave him
anything, not even some new cloth, a coin, or any fruit. He took
him to the border of Dvaraka, where He offered obeisance to
Sudama Vipra and embraced him. In a sad mood, He returned
to Dvaraka.

One thing I forgot to mention. When Krsna and Sudama
stayed up talking that night, Krsna asked, “My friend, have you
brought Me anything from My sister-in-law? She must have sent
something. She could not have sent you empty-handed.”

Sudama was thinking, “Krsna is so sweet and soft. If [ give Him
this old chipped rice and He eats it, His stomach may become
upset. He is accustomed to taking butter, milk, rasagulla, and
malpud. How can I give Him this? It is not proper”

But Krsna somehow knew that Sudama had hidden the bag of
chipped rice under his tightly closed arm. Sudama was lean and
thin, and was therefore unable to properly conceal the bag. Krsna
forcibly snatched the packet and said, “What a very sweet thing
My sister-in-law has sent Me.” Opening the bag, He took a palmful
of chipped rice and ate it.

Krsna was going to take more, when His wife Rukmini stopped
Him. She said, “You have given everything to this brahmana. Now,
what will You give all of us queens?”

As Sudama was leaving Dvaraka, He thought, “Krsna is so
merciful. If He had given me many gifts, I would become wealthy
and might have forgotten Him. He is so merciful that He has not
given me anything.” Thinking in this way, he gradually came closer
to his home. He arrived the following day. When he got there, he
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had to search for his hut. “Where is my home?” he wondered. He
was unable to find it, because there was no longer any hut there.

Sudama had one cow. Like his wife, the cow was lean and thin
and appeared old, even though she was young. The cow had no
milk in her udders, because she had no calf. “Where is my cow?”
he wondered. “Where is my hut? Where is my wife?”

In the meantime, he saw some heavenly damsels coming
from the royal palace. In their midst was a very beautiful, young,
teenaged princess. They walked toward Sudama Vipra, holding
lamps and all the ceremonial paraphernalia for welcoming him
in the Vedic tradition.

He wondered, “Why are they coming to me? Who are they?”

The women were smiling and singing beautiful songs, and
they surrounded Sudama Vipra. That beautiful teenaged princess
came over to Sudama Vipra and touched him, and he also became
very young, like a prince.

It was then that Sudama realized, “All this has come from
Krsna’'s mercy. This princess is actually my wife. Krsna did not
make me a prince before I came, because if [ had arrived home
bearing great opulence and with health and beauty, my wife
would never have recognized me.

“Krsna has done this because when I came to see Him, He
thought, ‘Sudama Vipra had nothing at home to give Me and has
borrowed something from his neighbor. Although I have so much
opulence, I cannot repay him. Whether | were to give him all
or only part of My wealth, it would not equal the rice that this
brahmana has given Me [out of love]. How can I repay him?"”

Sudama was thinking, “Krsna is so merciful. That is why He
did not directly give anything to me in my presence. Rather, He
gave me something during the night” A farmer also receives
all of his blessings indirectly, at night. He ploughs the land and
cultivates it. If there is no rain, he becomes worried, because
he can do nothing about his plight. Krsna is so merciful that He
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waters fields in the night, not in the day. The following morning,
the farmer is happy to discover this, and he thinks, “All the fields
are covered with water!”

In the same way, Krsna never gives anything directly to any
of His devotees. Rather, He gives in this way: “I am so indebted
to you. I cannot repay you.” And if He gives wealth, like He gave
to Sudama Vipra, then He laments, “In truth, I have not given
anything. What [ have given to Sudama does not compare with
what he brought Me, even though he had to borrow it. What
[ gave is very insignificant.”

Krsna is so merciful. If you serve Him, He will give you wealth,
reputation, and everything, to a greater degree than what Durga,
Kali, Ganes$a, or any demigod can give. You should not fear. Try
to serve Krsna. He can give you anything. He will give wealth,
and after some time, He may give you pure bhakti. He gave that
to Sudama Vipra. You should not fear worshiping Krsna. From
today, try to serve Krsna, chant His names, and remember Him.
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aisvarya - majesty and opulence.

anarthas - literally, an-artha, meaning ‘non-value’; unwanted
desires, activities, or habits that impede one’s advancement
in bhakti.

- B -

Bala Dail - the elder brother of Sri Krsna, known as Bala
(Balarama or Baladeva Prabhu).

Baladeva Prabhu - elder brother of Sri Krsna.

Balakalya Rsi - an ascetic from South India.

Bhagavad-gita - literally, ‘the song of God. Sri Krsna’s immortal
instructions to Arjuna, His friend and disciple.

bhajana - internal meditation and worship.

bhakti - devotion to God.

bhakti-rasa - the relish of devotional service.

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu - a treatise on devotion by Srila Ripa
Gosvamy; literally, ‘the nectarean ocean of devotional humors’

Bhakti-sandarbha - a treatise on devotion by Srila Jiva Gosvami.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura - an exalted Vaispava in the lineage of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu who wrote hundreds of books and
songs about devotion to Krsna.

bhakti-yoga - loving devotional service to God.

bhava-bhakti - stage of bhakti at which the first rays of prema,
or pure love of God, make their appearance, and at which
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the heart is softened by various inclinations toward perform-
ing bhakti.

Brahma - the secondary creator of this particular material universe.

brahmacari - a male who, having dedicated himself to achieving
perfection in spiritual life, has renounced his home and
family, and remains celibate.

brahmana - a person in the priestly order, who -cultivates
qualities of tolerance, compassion, forgiveness, etc.

Brahmanda-ghata - a bathing place in Gokula.

Brahma-samhita - prayers of Lord Brahma, spoken upon the
creation of the world.

- C -
cadara - shawl.
Catuhsana - child saints known as the four Kumaras.

- D -
Durga - wife of Lord Siva; she presides over the material energy.

Duryodhana - son of Dhrtarastra and the vowed enemy of the
Pandavas, the dear devotees of Krsna.

- G -

Ganesa - demigod in charge of material opulence and freedom
from misfortune; he has the head of an elephant.

Garbhodakasayi Visnu - second Visnu expansion, who enters
each universe. From His navel a lotus flower appears,
from which Brahma, the secondary creator of the material
universe, takes birth.

Gargacarya - the priest of the Yadu dynasty.

Gokula - the place of Sr1 Krsna'’s birth and early pastimes.
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Goloka - Krsna’'s abode in the spiritual realm where He enjoys
human-like pastimes.

gopa - cowherd boy/man.

gopi — cowherd girl/woman.

guru-parampard - unbroken succession of bona fide spiritual
masters.

guru-tattva - absolute principles regarding the genuine spiritual
master.

_H_

Hari - a name of the Supreme Lord.
hari-katha - narrations about the Supreme Lord, Hari.

- ] -
Jiva Gosvami - one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana, the fore-

most followers of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, famous for his
irrefutable treatises on the Absolute Truth.

- K -

kadamba - tree of light-colored bark; in Vraja, it represents
Srimati Radhika.

kajala - a preparation of lampblack used to darken the edges of
the eyelids; collyrium.

Kali - wife of Lord Siva.

Kamsa - demoniac king of Mathura and avowed enemy of Krsna.

Kadyapa Rsi - one of the first progenitors of the universe;
performed austerities to get the Lord as his son.

Kaustubha - jewel worn by Krsna on His chest.

Krsna - [pronounced Krishna] literally, ‘all attractive one’; the
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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_L_

Laksmi-devi - the goddess of fortune and eternal consort of Sr
Visnu.

- M -

malpua - shallow-fried sweet pancakes made from refined flour
and milk.

madhurya - sweetness, charm.

maharsi - great sage.

mantra - literally, ‘mind delivering’; a spiritual sound vibration
that delivers the mind from its material conditioning and
illusion when repeated over and over; a Vedic hymn, prayer,
or chant.

Mathura - the city where Sri Krsna appeared as the son of
Vasudeva and Devaki in the prison of His maternal uncle,
Karhsa; the realm just outside Vraja, where Krsna performs
human-like pastimes.

Mathuravasis - residents of the city of Mathura.

mayd - the material, deluding potency of the Supreme Lord; His
external energy.

Milk Ocean - abode of the first Visnu expansion.

Mother Yasoda - mother of Krsna.

muni - sage, saint.

- N -
Nanda Baba - father of Krsna.
Nandagaon - village of Nanda Baba.
Narada Rsi - a great sage among the demigods who travels
throughout the universe broadcasting the glories of Krsna.
Narayana - the opulent four-armed Lord of Vaikuntha, the
spiritual realm.
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nardyana-tattva - four-armed expansions of Lord Narayana.

nitya-lila-pravista om visnupdda astottara-sata - that exalted
personality who sits at the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord
and now has entered the Lord’s eternal pastimes.

- P -

Padma Purana - a sacred text put into writing approximately
five thousand years ago.

Pariksit - the king to whom Sukadeva Gosvami recited Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

prema-bhakti — devotion performed with pure love for God.

Prabhu - Lord, master.

pranama - obeisance.

prema - pure love of God.

Puranas - eighteen historical supplements to the Vedas.

- R -
rabadi - milky sweet.
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami - one of the six Gosvamis of Vrndavana,
known for his intense yearning to serve Srimati Radhika.
Ramacandra - an expansion of Krsna who appeared in Treta-
yuga.

Ramayana - the history of Lord Ramacandra.

rasa - transcendental loving relationships.

rasagullas - large, round Indian sweet, dripping with a syrupy
sugar mixture.

rasa-lila - Krsna'simmaculate dance with the gopis of Vrndavana.

Rohini - mother of Baladeva Prabhu.

rsi - saint.

Rukmini - principle queen of Sri Krsna in Dvaraka.

Riipa Maiijari - the most dear maidservant of Srimati Radhika.
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- S -

sadhaka - spiritual practitioner.

sadhana - spiritual practice performed with the aim of attaining
a particular goal.

sadhana-bhakti — the practice of devotional service.

sakhi - female friend.

Satyabhama - favorite queen of Sri Krsna in Dvaraka.

salokya-mukti - the liberation of attaining the same planet as
Lord Narayana or His expansions.

Siksa-guru — the spiritual master who imparts divine instructions
on bhakti.

Siva - a qualitative expansion of Sri Krsna who supervises the
material mode of ignorance and who annihilates the material
€OSmos.

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta - the transcendental biography of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, written by Srila Krsnadasa Kavirja
Gosvami.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu - Sri Krsna Himself, appearing as His
own devotee.

Sriguru - a genuine representative of the Supreme Lord.

Sridama - a dear cowherd friend of Krsna.

Srimati Radhika - the eternal consort of Sri Krsna.

Sudama - a dear cowherd friend of Krsna.

Suka - parrot.

Sukadeva Gosvami - son of Vyasadeva and speaker of Srimad-
Bhagavatam to Maharaja Pariksit. In Goloka-dhama, Krsna’s
eternal abode in the spiritual world, he is the parrot of
Srimati Radhika.

Supersoul - the Lord who resides in the heart of all living entities.

Syamananda Prabhu - an exalted devotee who lived in Vrndavana
after the time of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
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_T_

tamala - a tree with bark that, in the rainy season, resembles the
color of Krsna.

tilaka - sacred clay used to mark the forehead and other parts
of the body to indicate that one is a devotee or an aspiring
devotee of the Supreme Lord.

-U -

Uddhava - Krsna’s advisor, minister, and close friend in Mathura
and Dvaraka.

Upananda - elder brother of Nanda Maharaja.

Upanisads - one hundred eight Sanskrit treatises that embody
the philosophy of the Vedas.

-V-

Vaikuntha - the majestic and all-opulent realm of the spiritual
world, which is the abode of Lord Narayana and His various
expansions; all the residents of Vaikuntha have spiritual
bodies and possess four arms.

Vaisnava - devotee of the Supreme Lord.

Varsana - the location of the parental home of Srimati Radhika.

Vasistha - great sage, guru of Lord Ramacandra.

Vasudeva Krsna - that Krsna who appeared as the son of
Vasudeva and Devaki.

Vedas - literally, ‘knowledge’; the four primary books of knowl-
edge organized and put into writing by Srila Vyasadeva.

Vedic - an era in which the instructions, principles, codes of conduct,
and so forth, of the Vedas were implemented in one’s every-
day life.

Vidura - son of Vyasadeva and great devotee of Krsna.

vipra - priest, brahmana.
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Visnu - vis - pervading; nu - person; all-pervasive one; the
Supreme Lord.

visnu-tattva - the existential truths about Lord Visnu.

Vraja - name for the spiritual realm where Krsna performs
human-like pastimes; Vraja encompasses Vrndavana, Gokula,
Chattikara, Nandagaon, Varsana, etc.

Vrajavasis - residents of Vraja.

Vrajendra-nandana Syémasundara Krsna - the beautiful, dark
complexioned son of Nanda, the king of Vraja.

Vrndavana - the topmost pastime place of Sri Krsna. Literally,
‘the forest of Vrnda.

Vyasadeva or Vyasa - the great sage who recited the entirety of
Vedic literature.

vyasasana - an elevated seat (dsana) upon which a person such
as Vyasa, who represents the Supreme Lord, sits to deliver
discourses on the Absolute.

- Y -

Yadu dynasty - the dynasty in which Sri Krsna appeared.

Yamuna - holy river that flows through Vraja.

Yasodanandana Krsna - Krsna the son of Yasoda; refers to Krsna
in His human-like feature.

yogamaya - spiritual illusory potency of the Supreme Lord; His
internal energy.

yogi — one who practices the yoga system with the goal of
realizing the Supersoul or merging into the Lord’s body.

yuga-dharma - prescribed spiritual practice for the age.
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Appendix

CLASS DATES AND AUDIO/VIDEO FILE URLs

https://soundcloud.com/srila-bv-narayan-maharaja/sets/1998-kl

CHAPTER ONE - 3 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981203KL Class And Bhajans PM - Advent of the Immaculate Purana
MOVIE: 19981203KL Class And Bhajans PM

CHAPTER TWO -4 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981204KL_Pm - The Birth of Sri Krsna in Gokula
MOVIE: 19981204KL_pm

CHAPTER THREE - 5 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981205KL CLASS PM HINDI AND ENGLISH - Krsna’s Early Childhood Pastimes
MOVIE: 19981205KL CLASS PM HINDI AND ENGLISH

CHAPTER FOUR - 6 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981206DAMODAR LILA PM - A Thief of Hearts
MOVIE: 19981206KL CLASS AND BHAJANS TAPE 5C

CHAPTER FIVE — 8 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981208 DAMODAR LILA - The Binding of Naughty Krsna
MOVIE: 19981208 DAMODAR LILA

CHAPTER SIX - 9 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981209 MORE DAMODAR LILA - Lord Brahma Steals the Cowherd Boys
and Calves

MOVIE: 19981209 MORE DAMODAR LILA and 19981209_KL Class Tape 8A

CHAPTER SEVEN - 10 DECEMBER 1998
AUDIO: 19981210KL CLASS TAPE 8B P2b - Invaluable Instructions — Three Pastimes
MOVIE: 19981210KL CLASS TAPE 8B P2b
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OUR WEBSITES

www.purebhakti.com
for news, updates, and free downloads of books,
lectures, and bhajanas

www.purebhakti.tv
to watch and hear, or to download, classes online

www.harikatha.com
to receive, by email, the lectures and videos of
Sti Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
on his world tours

www.bhaktistore.com
www.gvpbookdistribution.com
WWW.mygvp.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you are interested to know more about the books, lectures,
audios, videos, teachings, and international society of
Sri Stimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja,
please contact the secretary at
connectwithussoon@gmail.com

YOUR COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK
We humbly invite our readers to submit any errors
they may find in this publication at
www.purebhakti.com/gvp




ENGLISH TITLES PUBLISHED BY
SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA

A Life of Humble Service
Arcana-dipika
Beyond Nirvana
Bhagavad-gita
Bhajana-rahasya
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindu-bindu
Bhakti-rasayana
Bhakti-tattva-viveka
Brahma-sarhhita
Brhad-bhagavatamrta (Vol. 2.1)
Butter Thief
Caitanya Mahaprabhu — The Original
Form of Godhead
Camatkara-candrika — A Moonbeam
of Complete Astonishment
Controlled by Love
Damodarastakam
Discerning the True Sentiments
of the Soul
Distinctive Contribution of
St Rapa Gosvami
Essence of All Advice
Essence of Bhagavad-gita
Fearless Prince
Five Essential Essays
Gaudiya Giti-guccha
Gaura-vani-pracarine
Gift of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Gita-govinda
Going Beyond Vaikuntha
Gopi-gita
Guru-devatatma
Happiness in a Fool’s Paradise
Harinama Maha-mantra
Harmony
Hidden Path of Devotion
Impressions of Bhakti
Jagannatha Ratha-yatra
Jaiva-dharma
Journey of the Soul
Krsna — the Lord of Sweetness
Letters From America

Maharsi Durvasa and
Sti Durvasa-asrama

Manah-Siksa

My Siksa-guru and Priya-bandhu

Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya

Navadvipa-dhama

Nectar of Govinda-lila

Our Eternal Nature

Our Gurus: One in Siddhanta,
One at Heart

Our Lasting Relationship

Pinnacle of Devotion

Prabandhavali

Prema-samputa

Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

Raga-vartma-candrika

Raya Ramananda Samvada

Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

Secrets of the Undiscovered Self

Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam

Shower of Love

Siksastaka

Siva-tattva

Slokamrtam

Slokamrtam-bindu

Soul of Book Distribution

Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiana Kesava
Gosvami — His Life and Teachings

To Be Controlled by Love

True Conception of Guru-tattva

Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana

Upadesamrta

Utkalika-vallari

Vaisnava-siddhanta-mala

Venu-gita

Srf Vraja-mandala Parikrama

Walking with a Saint (2007, 2008,
2009, 2010)

Way of Love

When Kindness and Compassion
Take a Form

Rays of The Harmonist (periodical)



WORLDWIDE CENTRES & CONTACTS

www.purebhakti.com/contact-us/centers-mainmenu-60.html

INDIA

Mathura: Shri Keshavaji Gaudiya Math — Jawahar Hata, U.P. 281001
(Opp. Dist. Hospital), Email: mathuramath@gmail.com ¢ New Delhi:
Shri Raman-vihari Gaudiya Math — Block B-3, Janakpuri, New Delhi
110058 (Near musical fountain park), Tel: 9810192540; Karol Bagh Centre:
Rohini-nandana dasa, 9A/39 Channa Market, WEA, Karol Bagh, Tel:
9810398406, 9810636370, Email: purebhakti kb@gmail.com e Vrindavan:
Shri Rupa-Sanatana Gaudiya Math — Dan Gali, U.P. Tel: 09760952435; Gopinath
Bhavan — Parikrama Marga (next to Imli-tala), Seva Kunja, Vrindavan 281121,
U.P.,, Email: vasantidasi@gmail.com e Puri: Jay Shri Damodar Gaudiya
Math — Sea Palace, Chakratirtha Road. Tel: 06752-223375 » Bangalore: Shri
Madan Mohan Gaudiya Math — 245/1 29th Cross, Kaggadasa pura Balaji
layout, Bangalore-93, Tel: 08904427754, Email: bvvaikhanas@gmail.com;
Shri Ranganath Gaudiya Math — Hesaraghatta, Bangalore, Tel: 09379447895,
07829378386 ® Faridabad: Shri Radha Madhav Gaudiya Math — 293, Sector-14,
Hariyana, Tel: 09911283869 ¢ Navadvipa: Shri Shri Keshavaji Gaudiya Math —
Kolerdanga Lane, Nadiya, Bengal, Tel: 09153125442

AUSTRALIA
Garden Ashram — Akhileshvari dasi, Tel: 612 66795916, Email: akhileshvari.
dasi@gmail.com e Shri Gaura Narayan Gaudiya Math — Brisbane, Queensland,
Tel: +61 403 993 746, Email: bhaktibrisbane2010@gmail.com

CHINA / HONG KONG
15A, Hillview Court, 30 Hillwood Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Tel:
+85223774603

UNITED KINGDOM & IRELAND
Birmingham: Shri Gour Govinda Gaudiya Math — 9 Clarence Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 0ED, U. K., Tel: (44) 121551-7729, Email:
bvashram108@gmail.com ¢ London: Shri Gangamata Gaudiya Math — 631
Forest Road, E17 4NE London, Tel: 02080578406, Email: gangamatas@hotmail.
com e Galway: Family Centre — Tel: 353 85-1548200, Email: jagannathchild@
gmail.com

USA
Gaudiya Vedanta Publications Offices — Tel: (800) 681-3040 ext. 108, Email:
orders@bhaktiprojects.org ¢ Alachua: Shri Shri Radha-Govinda Mandir —
Tel: (1) 386-462-2682. Email: yourbvgi@gmail.com, Website: www.bvgi.org e
Houston: Shri Govindaji Gaudiya Math — Tel: (1) 281-650-8689. Email: info@
sggm.org, Website: www.sggm.org



