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Editorial

Sr1 Sri Radha and Krsna’'s l7la and Their vision of each other is described as nitya navina, eternally
fresh and new. When Radha sees Krsna She thinks, “Who is this wonderfully attractive dark com-
plexioned boy? I have never seen Him before!” Similarly, on the sadhaka’s journey he experiences
newer and deeper realizations concerning the tattvas of the Absolute, such as his understanding
regarding the identity of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and whether it was for primary or secondary
reasons that Mahaprabhu decided to answer Sr1 Advaita Acarya’s thunderous calling and inaugarate
the auspicious Sarkirtan yajiia on earth 513 years ago.

As our genuine love deepens, the covering veils of illusion and misconceptions fall away, revealing
finer and eternally ever fresh perceptions to be experienced and tasted by the sadhaka.

Bhakti devi Herself is described as that dynamic current of positive loving service to our isfadevas—
Radha and Krsna—and just as any strong current surges to cover newer ground churning the depths
of the river bed, so our appreciation of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu as jagad guru and bhajana $iksa guru,
guiding us to the lotus feet of Radha and Krsna becomes clearer. What was the primary reason for His
advent at this time? To taste for Himself that highest conception of Radha’s own ‘unnatojoalla prema.’
And what was the ‘treasure’ He came to give to the bound jivas? The beauty of His own bhakti,
‘unnatojjvalla rasam sva bhakti $riyam,’ that most intimate service to Sri Radhika Herself, radha-dasyam.

anarpita-carini cirat karunayavatirnah kalau
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasari sva-bhakti -Sriyam
harih purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah
sada hrdaya-kandare sphuratu vah Saci-nandanah

anapita-not bestowed; caririi-having been fomerly; cirat-for a long time; karunaya-by causeless mercy;
avatirnah-descended; kalau-in the age of Kali; samarpayitum-to bestow; unnata-elevated;ujjvala-rasam-
the conjugal mellow; sva-bhakti-of His own service; Sriyam-the treasure; harih-Lord Hari ; purata-than
gold; sundara-more beautiful; dyuti-of splendor; kadamba-with a multitude; sandipitah-lighted up; sada-
always; hrdaya-kandare-in the cavity of the heart; sphuratu-let Him be manifest; vah-your; Saci-nandanah-
the son of mother Sact.

”May that Lord who is known as the son of Srimati Sacidevi be transcendentally situated in the
innermost chambers of your heart. Resplendent with the radiance of molten gold, He has appeared
in the Age of Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow what no incarnation ever offered before: the most
sublime and radiant spiritual knowledge of the mellow taste of His service”.

This $loka has been taken from Srila Ripa Gosvamis's Vidagdha Madhava, and quoted by Srila
Krsnadasa Kaviraja three times in his Caitanya Caritamrta, Adi 1.4; Adi 3.4; Antya 1.132.

By our developed love and affection towards the Divine Couple through service to Guru and
Vaisnavas and our steady progressive sadhana bhajana securly aimed at the prema-prayojana, the high-
est conception, which, in the Gaudiya tradition is service in the personal camp of Radha, our success
is assured. It is only then that we can experience the full dynamism of bhakti devi’s ever fresh cur-
rent. At that time our hearts and minds can be immersed in that nitya-navina river of divine hari-katha
as spoken by our dcarya preceptors.

We sincerely hope that our readers will be inspired by the siddhantas revealed by our acarya’s words,
and in particular at this auspicious time relish the contemplation of the Golden Avatara, SriCaitanya
Mahaprabhu.

N.K.Dasa.



First Ray % Publications
Srimad Bhagavad-gita

Commentary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravartt Thakura
& Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja

Second Ray %% Forum

Taking Srila Prabhupada Straight
Bhakti Vidagdha Bhagawat Maharaja

Condolences
Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja
Third Ray # Guru-tattva

The Charm And Superiority
of the Bhagavad-parampara
Srila Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami Mahardja

Religion of Nothingness
Introduction to Being And Nothingness

Being And Nothingness

Srila Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami Mahardja

Fourth Ray % Parikrama

Circumambulation of
Sri Navadvipa Dhama
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvat? Prabhupada

Fifth Ray % Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai

Essay on Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta
Srila Bhaktivedanta Svamt Mahardja

Sri Saci-Tanyastakam
Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya

Sixth Ray & Sri Sri Radha-Krsna

VrSabhanu-nandini
Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja

10

20

21

27

30

32

36

40

42

Front cover: Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, given by Back cover: Lotus, the representation of Sri SrT
Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja to Sr1 Gaudiya Radha-Krsna's eternal abode.
Vedanta Samiti, Kesavajt Gaudiya Math, Mathura.



English titles

published by the

Gaudiya Vedanta Publications

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
His life and precepts

The Vedanta
Its Morphology & Onthology

Vaisnavism
Real & Apparent

Rai Ramananda
Nam Bhajan

The Bhagavat
Its Philosophy, Theology & Ethics

The Nectar of Govinda-Lila
Going Beyond Vaikuntha
Bhakti-Rasayan
Sri Siksastaka
Venu Gita
Manah Siksa
Sri Bhakti rasamyrta-sindhu-bindu

Life History of Impersonalism
Victory of Vaisnavism

Prabandhavalt
Pinnacle of Devotion
Krsna, the Ocean of Rasa
Their Lasting Relationship
Sri Upadesamrta
The Essence of All Advice

The True Conception of Guru-tattva

Available from:
Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Math
Mathura (U.P) 281001, India
E-mail: order@igvp.com

Rays of ]
The Harmonist

Published by the
Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti:
Founder-acarya

Nitya-lila pravista o visnupada paramahatrisa 108
Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja.

President-acarya
Tridandi svami
Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Maharaja.

Vice-President
Founder of Rays of The Harmonist
Tridandi svami
Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja.

Chief Editor Editor
Tirthapada Dasa Nanda Kisora Dasa
Associate Editor Contributing Editor

Syamala Dast Vaijayanti-mala Dasi

Proofreaders Layout &

Vicitra Dasi Managing Editor

Madhurika Dasi Kaliya-damana Dasa

Our purpose is to spread rays of illumination from
the spirit of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, as desired by Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja. Our heritage is the
Harmonist, or Sri Sajjanatosanijournal, founded by Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, later edited by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada. May the
present day Vaisnavas bestow their divine grace upon
our attempts to please them.

Rays of The Harmonist
Girirajaji Mandira, Seva Kufija
Vrndavana 281121
Mathura Dist., U.P,, India
Phone/Fax: +91 / (565) 445-294
E-mail: rays@igvp.com
Web Site: www.igvp.com/rays




First Ray % Publications

Srimad Bhagavad-gita

"Innermost Intentions"

Commentary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura
& Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja

Sloka 1

dhrtarastra uvaca —
dharma-ksetre kuruksetre samaveta yuyutsavah
mamakah pandavas caiva kim akurvata safijaya

Anvaya

Natural sequence of words according to the translation: dhrtarastrah uvica —Dhrtarastra said; sarijaya—O Safijaya;
kim akurvata—what did they do?; mama-kah—my sons; ca—and; pandavah—the sons of Pandu, the Pandavas;
eva—after that; samavetah—assembled; dharma-ksetre kuruksetre—in the land of religion, Kuruksetra; yuyutsavah—

desirous to fight.

Translation

Dhrtarastra said: “O Safijaya, what did my sons and the sons of Pandu do, having assembled at Kuruksetra,

the land of religion, desiring to fight?”

Translation of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s
Sararthavarsini-bhavanuvada (commentary)

gauransukah sat-kumuda-pramodi
svabhikhyaya gos-tamaso nihanta
$ri krsna-caitanya-sudhanidhirme
mano’dhitisthan svaratiri karotu
pracinavacah suvicarya so’ham-
ajiio’ pi gitamyta-lesalipsuh
yateh prabhoreva mate tadatra
santah ksamadhvam Saranagatasya

May SriKrsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who dispelled
the darkness of the earth by distributing His own name
(811 Krsna), who is increasing the bliss of the lotus-
like devotees, who is the storehouse of the nectar of
prema, who is the bestower of unnata-ujjvala-rasa which
is the most elevated relationship of divine conjugal
love, perform His playful pastimes in my heart.

Although I am devoid of knowledge, by delibera-
ting on the thoughts expressed by previous Vaisnava
acaryas, I have become greedy to taste a drop of nectar
in the form of the Gita, according to the doctrine of SrT
Gauranga-sundara, the crest jewel of all sannyasis.
Therefore saintly people should excuse this surren-
dered soul.

The Supreme Absolute Truth, Parabrahman Sri
Krsna, bhajana (devotional service) to whose lotus feet
is the intended aim of all éastra, appeared as ST
Vasudeva-nandana, the son of Sri Vasudeva, in Sri
Gopala-puri, in His original human-like form. Al-
though He is supremely inconceivable and beyond the
cognition of material senses (adhoksaja), He neverthe-
less became visible to the eyes of common men by the
medium of His yogamaya potency. He imparted the
instructions of Bhagavad-gita, thus delivering the jivas
of this world, who were drowning in the ocean of birth
and death. He submerged them in the great ocean of
prema (divine love), by giving them a taste of the sweet-
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ness of His beauty (saundarya madhurya) and other
qualities. He appeared in this world, being bound by
His promise to protect the saintly people and annihi-
late the demoniac. But on the pretext of removing the
burden of the earth, He in fact gave supreme protec-
tion—in the form of awarding liberation (rmukti) to mis-
creants, to those who were antagonistic towards Him
and to all those jivas drowning in this vast ocean of
material existence which is just like the Kumbhipaka-
naraka, a hellish planet where sinful people are cooked
in boiling oil.

Bhagavan Sri Krsna instructed Bhagavad-gita so that
even after His disappearance pastime conditioned
jivas, who are influenced by ignorance since time im-
memorial and who are completely subject to lamenta-
tion, illusion, etc., could be delivered. Another pur-
pose was to uphold His glories sung by munis as found
in the $astra. He directed these instructions of Bhaga-
vad-gita to Arjuna, His very dear associate (priya-
parikara), who had voluntarily accepted a veil of lam-
entation and illusion.

This Gita has three divisions: karma-yoga, jfiana-yoga
and bhakti-yoga. By endowing the purport of all the
Vedas in eighteen chapters of Bhagavad-gita as eighteen
types of knowledge, Sr1 Krsna thus ascertained the
parama purusirtha, the supreme objective. Niskama-
karma-yoga (working without attachment to the fruits
of one’s prescribed duties) has been described in the
first six chapters of Bhagavad-gita and jriana-yoga (yoga
through knowledge) in the last six chapters. The six
chapters on bhakti-yoga, which is more confidential and
more rare than karma-yoga and jiiana-yoga, have been
kept between them. Bhakti is the elixir vitae for karma
and jaana. Without bhakti, both karma and jiiana are
fruitless, and are partly acceptable only when mixed
with bhakti.

Bhakti is of two types: kevala (exclusive) and
pradhanibhiita (with bhakti predominating). Kevala-
bhakti, being independent and supremely powerful,
does not need any assistance from karma and jiana.
Therefore it is also known as parama-prabali (supremely
valorous), akificana (Krsna being his only possession),
ananya (exclusive) and so on. On the other hand,
pradhanibhiita-bhakti remains mixed with karma and
jiiana—this will later be deliberated upon in more de-
tail.

To explain the nature of Arjuna’s lamentation and
illusion, the speaker of Mahabharata, Sri VaiSam-
payana, a disciple of Vyasadeva, has introduced the
Bhisma-parva section to the listener, Janamejaya, by
speaking the sentence ‘dhrtarastra uviaca’ etc.
Dhrtarastra asked Safijjaya, “O Safijaya, desiring to

tight, what did my sons and the sons of Pandu do,
having assembled at Kuruksetra?” Here a question
arises. Dhrtarastra has mentioned that his sons and
the Pandavas have assembled with the sole purpose
of fighting, so it is certain that they will fight. What
then is his intention in asking, “What did they do?”
Just to answer this, Dhrtarastra has used the word
dharma-ksetre, the land of religion. It is said in Sruti:
kuruksetrari1 devayajanarn—"Kuruksetra is the sacrifi-
cial arena of the devas,” therefore, this land is famous
as a promotor of religion. Thus the influence of asso-
ciation with this land can subdue the anger of irreli-
gious persons like Duryodhana and others, who may
then become inclined to dharma. The Pandavas are al-
ready dharmika by nature. The influence of Kuruksetra
may arouse the faculty of discrimination and the con-
sideration that the massacre of one’s own relatives is
improper, and thus both parties may agree to a peace-
ful settlement. Outwardly Dhrtarastra is pretending
that he will be happy with a peace treaty, but inter-
nally he is feeling great dissatisfaction. He considers
that if they call a peace treaty, the kingdom will con-
tinue to remain an impediment for his sons.
Dhrtarastra thinks, “The warriors on my side, like
Bhisma, Drona and others, cannot be conquered even
by Arjuna. Therefore since our victory is certain, it will
be beneficial to fight.” These internal sentiments of
Dhrtarastra, however, are unintelligible to others.
Here, by the component ‘ksetra’ in the word ‘dharma-
ksetre, Sarasvati-devi is indicating a special meaning.
‘Dharma,” that is, the incarnation of dharma,
Yudhisthira, along with his associates, are like plants
of rice, and their maintainer, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, is
like a farmer. The various kinds of assistance given by
Krsna to the Pandavas are likened to the watering of
the crop, making a cause-way around the field. The
Kauravas, headed by Duryodhana, are like the syama
(blackish) weeds which grow in the rice field. This in-
dicates that as the syama weeds are uprooted from the
rice field; similarly Duryodhana along with the other
Kauravas will be uprooted from this dharma-ksetra.

Translation of
Srila B.V. Narayana Maharaja’s
Sararthavarsini-prakasika-vrtti (commentary)

caksur unmilitari yena tasmai $ri gurave namah

Toffer my most humble obeisances unto SriGurudeva,
who has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the
darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.
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namah ori1 visnupadaya kysna-presthaya bhiitale
§r1 $rimad bhakti prajiiana kesava iti namine
atimartya-caritraya svasritanarica-paline
jiva-duhkhe sadarttaya $ri nama-prema-dayine

I offer obeisances unto the lotus feet of Om
Visnupada Astottara-8ata Sr1 Srimad Bhaktiprajﬁéna
Kes$ava Gosvami Maharaja, who is so dear to Sr1 Krsna.
He is a completely divine personality, who nurtures
those who have taken shelter of him with great affec-
tion. He feels aggrieved upon seeing the suffering of
those jivas who are averse to SriKrsna, and he bestows
the holy name along with prema.

namah ori1 visnupadaya kysna-presthaya bhiitale
$rimate bhaktisiddhanta sarasvatiti namine

I offer my obeisances unto Om Visnupada SriSrimad
Bhaktisiddanta Sarasvati Prabhupada, who is so dear
to Sri Krsna.

namo bhaktivinodaya saccidananda namine
gaura-Sakti-svariipaya riipanuga-varaya te

I offer my obeisances unto Saccidananda Srila Bhak-
tivinoda Thakura, who is the foremost of riipanuga
devotees and the embodiment of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu'’s sakti.

visvanatha-riipo’sau bhakti-vartma pradarsanat
bhakta-cakre varttitvat cakravartyakhyayabhavat

Because he illuminates the path of bhakti for every-
one, he is known as Visvanatha. And because he has
attained the foremost position among the community
of devotees, he is known as Cakravarti. From the mean-
ing of both these words, his name has become signifi-
cant as Visvanatha Cakravarti.

The great preceptor, maha-mahopadhyaya, Srila
Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, an eminent acarya and
great scholar of Vedanta in the Sri Gaudiya-sam-
pradaya, and the crest-jewel of rasika-bhaktas, has com-
piled a commentary (ttka) on Srimad Bhagavad-gita
called $r7 Sararthavarsini, which is invaluable and full
of essential meanings. This commentary was written
in Sanskrit and was previously only available in Ben-
gali scripts. Consequently, the Hindi-speaking audi-
ence has been completely deprived of reading this in-
valuable treasure. Thus, for the comprehensive wel-
fare of faithful people, I am beginning to translate the
above said commentary into Hindi. The style and bhava
of the commentary are extremely deep and enriched

with exalted philosophical conclusions (siddhanta). To
make the translation simple, easy, and comprehensive,
I considered it necessary to write a prakasika-vrtti, a
further explanation to illuminate the commentary. This
arduous task is not possible without the mercy of Sri
Guru, Vaisnavas and Srila Vis§vanatha Cakravartl
Thakura himself. Therefore I, full of distress, first of
all pray at their lotus feet for their mercy and bles-
sings.

Srimad Bhagavad-gita is the compilation of the essence
of all srutis, Upanisads and Puranas. Based on sound
evidence from Vedic literature received through guru
parampara (amndya pramana), it is concluded that
Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna, the son of the King of
Vraja, Himself is Svayarh Bhagavan, the Original Per-
sonality of Godhead. He is the embodiment of all
nectarean mellows (akhila rasamrta murti). He is the om-
nipotent (sarva Saktiman), non-dual absolute reality
(advaya jAiana para-tattva). Among His unlimited po-
tencies three are prominent: cit-sakti (svariipa-sakti), jiva-

e, W
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The place where the Gita was imparted by Sr Krsna to Arjuna.
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Sakti (tatastha-sakti) and acit-Sakti (maya-sakti). By the
will of Svayarm Bhagavan SriKrsna, Vaikuntha, Goloka
and Vrndavana are transformations of His cit-sakti. All
jivas are a transformation of His jiva-sakti, and the
material creation is the transformation of His maya-
Sakti. The jivas are of two types: mukta (liberated) and
baddha (bound). The mukta-jivas are eternally engaged
in relishing the bliss derived from serving Bhagavan
in Vaikuntha, Goloka and various other dhamas (spiri-
tual abodes). They never become bound in this mate-
rial world, the prison house of maya; hence, they are
called nitya-mukta, eternally liberated. Sometimes by
the will of Bhagavan they appear in this illusory world
as His associates for the sole purpose of giving wel-
fare to the people of the world. The other type of jiva
is called anadi-baddha, or bound since time immemo-
rial. Being enveloped by maya since beginningless time
they are suffering the three types of miseries while
wandering in the cycle of birth and death.

Bhagavan SriKrsna, who is an ocean of compassion,
seems to have created illusion (4jiiana) in the heart of
His eternal associate (nitya-siddha-parikara) Arjuna, by
the influence of His acintya-Sakti (inconceivable po-
tency). Thus, on the pretext of dispelling this illusion,
He spoke this Bhagavad-gita, the determinant of atma-
tattva, the true nature of the soul, for the deliverance
of all jivas under the grip of maya. The subject ulti-
mately established in Bhagavad-gita is visuddha-
bhagavad-bhakti, supremely pure devotional service to
Bhagavan. Only by taking shelter of suddha-bhakti, as
described in the Gita, can the jivas under the influence
of maya become situated in their pure constitutional
position (visuddha-svariipa) and render service to SrT
Bhagavan. Besides this there is no other beneficial path
for the baddha-jrvas.

On the basis of concrete $astric evidences and in-
vincible arguments Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti
Thakura and other prominent Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava
acaryas have clearly established that the speaker of
Bhagavad-gita is not nihaktika, devoid of potency;
nirvisesa devoid of variety; nirakara, formless and
nirguna, devoid of transcendental qualities such as
transcendental mercy (aprakrta daya). The jiva is never
parabrahma and, even in the liberated stage, can never
become parabrahma. Even after attaining mukti, the jiva
will remain a pure atomic spiritual particle only. How-
ever, at that time he is said to be a bhagavat-parikara, an
eternal associate of Bhagavan.

In $ruti-mantras it is proven that both Paramesvara
and the jivatma are intrinsically qualified as know-
ledge (jfiana-svariipa), the knower (jiiata-svariipa), the
enjoyer (bhokta-svariipa) and the doer (karta-svariipa),

and possessed of a pure spiritual ego (cinmaya-
ahankara). Therefore, regarding their constitution, there
is no difference between them from the perspective of
tattva; but because the jiva is atomic spirit, his knowled-
ge is limited and he can be over-powered by maya.
Paramesvara is the master of maya. Although there is
no difference between I$vara and the jiva on the basis
of tattva, the perception of this difference is real. This
perception of difference is called vaisistya, meaning spe-
ciality or having a unique distinguishing characteris-
tic. Just as the sun and sun’s rays are simultaneously
the same and different, being the possessor of at-
tributes and the attribute respectively, similarly the re-
lationship between Parameévara and the jiva, which
is that of being one and different, is firmly proven in
the Vedas. Since this relationship of simultaneous one-
ness and difference is beyond one’s intellect and is only
intelligible with the help of $astra, it is therefore called
acintya, inconceivable. Thus the subject matter of Bhaga-
vad-gita is the nitya acintya-bhedabheda-riipa para-tattoa,
the eternal supreme reality, who is inconceivably one
and different from His potencies.

Although it is accepted that the Supreme Absolute
Truth, Sri Krsna, is simultaneously one and different
from the jiva and the material world, which are both
transformations of His $akti, it is the perception of dif-
ference which is eternal, i.e. predominant, not the per-
ception of oneness. The knowledge of the jivatma,
paramatma, the abode of paramatma and the means to
attain paramatma have been determined in appropri-
ate places in Bhagavad-gita.

Although karma, jiiana and bhakti have been ex-
plained as the three means of attaining Brahman, in
fact bhakti-yoga is the only means to achieve Bhagavan.
The preliminary stage of bhakti-yoga is called karma-
yoga. When there is further progress, this intermedi-
ate stage is called jiiana-yoga, and in its mature and
elevated stage, it is called bhakti-yoga. Karma in itself is
not a direct sadhana to attain Bhagavan, but only a suc-
cessive sadhana. When the heart becomes purified by
following karma-yoga mixed with bhakti (bhagavad-
arpita-karma, offering the fruits of one’s activities to
Bhagavan) as described in the Vedas, tattva-jiiana, true
knowledge of spirit and non-spirit appears there. Both
jfiana and karma devoid of a sense of bhagavat-tattva or
God consciousness are futile. Along with the appear-
ance of tattva-jiana, kevala-bhakti manifests in the heart
simultaneously. When this kevala-bhakti attains its ma-
ture stage, then prema manifests in the heart of the jiva.
This prema is the only means of attaining and having
direct realization of Bhagavan. This is the concealed
mystery of the Bhagavad-gita. One cannot achieve mukti
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merely by nirvisesa-jiiana, featureless, impersonal
knowledge. Only when jiiana is mixed with bhakti-
bhava (a devotional mood) can one obtain mukti in the
form of salokya, sariipya etc., as the extraneous result.
By performing kevald-bhakti as described in the Gita,
one can attain prema-mayi-sevi, loving service unto the
supreme absolute truth, Svayarn Bhagavan Sri Krsna,
in His supreme abode, Goloka-Vrndavana. When one
attains this abode, there is no possibility of coming back
to this material world. Achievement of this prema-seva
is the prayojana, the ultimate goal for the jivas.

Bhakti is of two types: kevald (exclusive) and
pradhanibhiita (principally inherent). Kevala-bhakti is
also called ananya, akiticana, visuddha and nirquna-bhakti.
Pradhanibhiita-bhakti is also of two types: karma-
pradhanibhiita (where bhakti predominates karma) and
jAana-pradhanibhiita (where bhakti predominates jiiana).
Performance of karma-pradha-nibhiita-bhakti gradually
purifies the heart, whereby tattva-jiiana is achieved, and
by performing jiiana-pradhanibhiita-bhakti, one obtains
mukti. Only that karma-pradhanibhiita-bhakti which aims
at tattva-jigna, and that jaana-pradhanibhiita-bhakti
which aims at obtaining kevala-bhakti are called karma-
yoga and jiiana-yoga respectively, and they are only
steps to bhakti. Otherwise, without bhakti, both jiiana
and karma are futile.

The Gitopanisad is composed of eighteen chapters. It
begins from Chapter Twenty-five of the Mahabharata’s
Bhisma-parva and continues until Chapter Forty-two.
It has three divisions, each consisting of six chapters.
The first division explains that the jivatma is an ariisa
(part) of Ivara and that his svariipa, constitution, has

been described in such a way that he can acquire the
eligibility to render service to Bhagavan, the arist
(whole). Suddha-bhakti-tattva, the principle of pure de-
votional service, has been explained in the middle six
chapters. It is this bhakti which is the topmost means
of attaining Godhead, which is parama-purusartha. In
the third and final part, tattva-jfiana has been defined.
The subject matter of the Gita is kevald-bhakti which is
like cintamani, a transcendental touchstone. This
cintamani has been safely kept inside Bhagavad-gita,
which is likened to a treasure chest. The lid of this
chest is niskama-karma-yoga, the base is jiiana-yoga and
the treasure is bhakti. Only those people who have
staunch faith, who are fixed in religious principles,
who have good character and who are self-controlled
are qualified to study this conversation. Such quali-
fied people are of three types: sanistha, paranisthita and
nirapeksa. For more details on this subject, please refer
to the bhavanuvada of slokas 13-16 of Chapter 12.

For the proper flow of the book, Sri Krsna Dvai-
payana Vedavyasa has included in the first twenty-
seven verses phrases such as: dhrtarastra uvica or
safijaya uvaca. They should be accepted as the intro-
ductory part of the book. Just as a piece of salt when
mixed with the salty ocean gets completely dissolved
and becomes one with the ocean, similarly these in-
troductory words composed by St Vedavyasa have
also become one with the great ocean of Bhagavad-gita
spoken by Sri Krsna.

This Bhagavad-gita is at present being translated into
English from the Hindi edition.

Monument at Kuruksetra, depicting Arjuna’s chariot.
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Taking Srila Prabhupada Straight

Bhakti Vidagdha Bhagawat Maharaja

Introduction

The following letter is written by His Holiness B.V.
Bhagavata Maharaja, a disciple of Srila Bhakti Pramoda
Puri Goswami Maharaja who, at the age of 101 years, is
the most revered and senior disciple of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada currently liv-
ing on the planet. In this most sober essay, he answers
various unfounded and fallicious accusations, put for-
ward by a member of the ISKCON Governing Body
against the personality of Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Goswami Maharaja. Our reason for publishing this is
that the points raised by him in defence of Srila
Narayana Maharaja are correctly pertaining to funda-
mental truths concerning the principal of acarya. By a
patient and unbiased reading of the logical assertions
he makes herein, one will be able to see clearly that one
acarya may differ from another in terms of the detailed
methods which he employs to present the absolute
message of the sampradaya to the public at large and to
his disciples in particular; but this does not prove, in
and of itself, that he is not in the line of his predecessor
acarya. Rather, the bold and uncompromising tone of
His Holiness' presentation challenges us to understand
both the genius and the sensitivity utilized by the acarya
in his merciful delivery of the same esoteric truths of
Gaudiya Vaisnavism to the masses. He will never
change the siddhanta, and his mood will also be ex-
actly the same as his predecessor.

Bhakti Vidagdha Bhagawat Maharaja cites the ex-
ample of the powerful preaching mission of His Divine
Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja, the
Nityananda-saktyavasha-avatara of the 20th century who
spread the message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
throughout the globe. In his presentation of the prac-
tices and teachings of Gaudiya Vaisnavism to the mod-
ern public, he chose to modify them in a form different
from that of his own Guru Maharaja, Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Thakur Maharaja. Yet, in so doing,
he was not actually deviating from his Gurudeva, but
rather he was demonstrating his absolute dedication to
his orders. By this we must see that in the hearts of the
most exalted Vaisnavas there is an overflow of mercy to
help the plight of the fallen conditioned souls. It is this
true compassion which inspires them to devise ways
to attract and to engage the sincere aspirants willing to

accept the medicine they are delivering. Their appar-
ent difference from that of their predecessors is rather a
mark and measure of their own glorious position of
exalted spiritual realization.

We appreciate the logic and forthrightness of Sripad
Bhagavata Maharaja’s letter, and we applaud his cou-
rageous effort to defend a pure devotee of Sri Sri Radha-
Krishna. - Ed.

The Letter

All Glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga. Hare Krsna.
Please accept my respects. As a humble servant of the
servant of Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura and following the orders of my Guru-Maha-
raja, Om Visnupada 108 Sri Srila Bhakti Pramode Puri
Goswami Maharaja, I am writing this letter to warn you
in a friendly way not to commit Vaisnava-aparadha. It is
written from a completely neutral point of view, so that
no one will feel attacked or offended at heart. I ask for
forgiveness if such thing is felt.

I came across your letter on the CHAKRA Website
the other day and thought it my duty to protest against
the spreading of such wrong conceptions of the
Gaudiya-Math and its exalted Vaisnavas in the line of
Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
I will just try to show you some of the misconceptions
that you are spreading in the name of guru-seva (or ser-
vice to your Srila Prabhupada).

1.If you do not like to invite His Holiness Narayana
Maharaja to any of your ISKCON centers, that’s fine,
but I think that if a vaisnava shows up at my door and I
do not feel any happiness upon seeing him, that also is
to be considered a vaisnava-aparadha. H. H. Narayana
Maharaja is a well-known vaisnava (that you cannot
deny) so if you or any of the members in your organi-
zation (which is also supposed to be a vaisnava organi-
zation) are not happy to see such a vaisnava at your door-
step, then you are generating such aparadhas.

2. You speak about the indications of Srila Narahari
Sarakara Thakura in the Sri Krsna Bhajanamrita, that if
one’s spiritual master is in good standing, and yet is
not sufficiently elevated to give a disciple instructions
for his further advancement, then the disciple may take
permission from his diksa-guru and thus take advan-
tage of the more advance vaisnavas for instructions. Then
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you have asked, “What if the diksa-guru does not give
his approval?”. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has an-
swered this very clearly in his book Jaiva-Dharma as
follows: “When the disciple chooses someone as a guri,
he has no opportunity to verify if that person is tattvajna
(he who knows the treatises of Vaisnavism) and
vaisnavas (in the real sense) then at the time of the ef-
fect, he cannot get any result from that kind of initia-
tion and must give him up at once”.

So there is no question of asking permission from such
a so-called guru (guru-bruva). You are well aware of the
fact that many of your ISKCON members are not well
trained to accept a guru and in many cases choose them
out of ignorance. When after sometime they come to
understand that their guru is not qualified enough, they
give him up and search for a more advanced vaisnava
to instruct them. It does not matter if the so-called guru
isin good standing according to your ISKCON or G.B.C.
rules. It has been seen that by following the instruc-
tions of your G.B.C. many innocent devotees have been
cheated by accepting someone as their guru who was
never qualified to accept disciples. The most recent ex-
ample is that of your Harikesa (Maharaja or Prabhu)
which proves my point very clearly. You should not turn
the devotees into slaves of the G.B.C. Rather, according
to the scriptures you must allow them to freely search
for a spiritual master. It is not a question of whether a
disciple goes to Narayana Maharaja for instructions or
not. You have to understand the reason why these
people go to him. Obviously they have the idea that
their present guru is not qualified enough to instruct
them. The moment a disciple thinks like this, his rela-
tionship with his guru is automatically broken. Accord-
ing to Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, he should not disre-
spect his previous guide, but should with due respect
search for a real initiation. This previous initiation is to
be considered as abhasa (a faint presence) and it is strictly
necessary to accept initiation (in the real sense) in order
to begin doing real bhajana-kriya.

You have put forward so many arguments to prove
that H.H. Narayana Maharaja is not an advanced devo-
tee. Aword to the wise, please do not spread these ideas
because you have to care for your own spiritual wel-
fare and at the same time be careful not to criticize the
advanced devotees. You have also stated that H.H.
Narayana Maharaja’s approach is significantly differ-
ent from that of your Srila Prabhupada and that he is
not a siksa-disciple of your founder-acarya. Does that
mean that one who differs in details from the line of his
guru is not an advanced vaisnava? If this is so, I would
like to ask you a few questions, and please do not con-
sider this as an attack since it has been you who has

brought out all these old issues. We do not disrespect
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja, but you yourself
are disrespecting him. We just want to warn you so that
you will not commit any offenses against your own guru
by misunderstanding his teachings.

I do not think that H.H. Narayana Maharaja is claim-
ing to be your authorized spiritual master. It was your
own G.B.C. who chose him to be an authorized spiri-
tual master. Previously they had done the same with
Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Maharaja, and it seems
ridiculous that you do not understand that the siksa and
diksa gurus must always be kept on the same level, so
just as you cannot reject Srila Swami Maharaja, you (and
the G.B.C.) cannot reject Srila Sridhara Maharaja or H.H.
Narayana Maharaja, due to the fact that you yourself
have given them this position.

Your Prabhupada taught you all that one should not
blindly accept someone as a spiritual master. My ques-
tion is that when he taught you all these things had you
blindly accepted him as a spiritual master? It is quite
clear that at the beginning of the ISKCON movement
none of your godbrothers were well-aware of the nec-
essary qualifications of a bonafide spiritual master. Just
out of pure inspiration they had taken initiation from
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja and were defi-
nitely not cheated by following the instructions of the
Caitya-guru. Even after having diligently studied the
scriptures it does not qualify one to select a bonafide
guru. The inspiration that comes from the heart is what
helps you. If this inspiration comes from the G.B.C., then
it may not be permanent. The only judgment a disciplic
can make about his guru is whether he is a mayavadi or
attached to sense enjoyment. If the disciple wants to
get to know his guru in every sense, then he has to be
on an equal level with that guru , then what need would
there be for an initiation? Please stop to think it over for
one minute. How was it that you chose your Prabhupa-
da as a bonafide guru when all of you were completely
(and it still seems that most of you are) ignorant about
guru-tattva?

I have the answers from the scriptures. This can only
happen by inspiration. Being merciful to the jiva, Sriman
Mahaprabhu inspires the heart of the disciple in the
form of Caitya-guru so as to accept initiation or instruc-
tions from a certain vaisnava acarya. Your G.B.C. mem-
bers are trying to prove that Mahaprabhu has cheated
them, because at first they were inspired to take siksa
from Srila Sridhara Maharaja and later rejected him as
unauthorized. Then they accepted instructions from
H.H. Narayana Maharaja and once again stopped com-
ing to him also. Does this mean that they were wrongly
inspired by Mahaprabhu again and again so as to take
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instructions from non-bonafide siksa-gurus? Tomorrow
they may discover that they were cheated by Mahapra-
bhu when they accepted Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja as their diksa and siksa-guru. Is this the reason
why Harikesa left your movement as well as the in-
structions of your Prabhupada and so have many oth-
ers?
siksa guruke ta jani krsnera swarupa
antaryami bhakta-srestha ei dui rupa

"I know the siksa-guru to be directly Lord Krsna. He
functions in two ways, as antaryami and as the greatest
devotee”.

Some of your ISKCON G.B.C. members accepted
H.H. Narayana Maharaja as their siksa-guru who must
be on an equal level as the diksa-guru, and now you are
questioning whether he is a rasika-bhakta and an ad-
vanced devotee or not. Maybe after some time you will
have the same doubts about your own diksa-guru also.
We would not, however, put forth such a question since
we know your guru better than you do.

Rasika means a devotee who has established his rela-
tionship with the Supreme Lord. Our entire guru-
parampara is composed of eternally liberated (ragat-mika)
residents of the transcendental Vraja-dhama. All of them
are rasika devotees. An unfortunate disciple who can-
not accept his guru as a rasika devotee has no chance of
making progress on the spiritual path. We accept your
Gurudeva as well as H.H. Narayana Maharaja as rasika
devotees and as advanced wvaisnavas. But will you ac-
cept that?

You have argued that H. H. Narayana Maharaja has
aggressively targeted ISKCON members and congre-
gations. I would like to know if it is that he goes to the
temples and drags the people out or they, who go to
him to listen to his Hari katha. It seems to me that you
are saying that the Gaudiya Math has no right to attack
the apasampradayas and Mayavadis. Then what are we
going to preach? It is not Narayana Maharaja who re-
veals the evils of your G.B.C. and other ISKCON lead-
ers. Your G.B.C. has rejected 7 of your original 11 gurus.
Does Narayana Maharaja have anything to do with this?
You must feel ashamed that these people (the 7 G.B.C.
members who left) have proven by their activities that
they were not even on the level of kanistha-adhikaris. If
H. H. Narayana Maharaja ever spoke of them as
kanistha-adhikaris, then he must have spoken about the
best in your present ISKCON organization.

To say that the present ISKCON structure is a karma-
yoga organization is to give them the highest respect.
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has written that apart from
the niskama-karmi, a sakama-karmi cannot be referred to

as a yogi. Therefore according to him only a niskama-
karmi is performing karma-yoga. It is a shame that dur-
ing the Tulasi worship and parikrama you chant “yani
kani-ca papani” and so on, when it is clearly known that
it is a prayer for a sakama-karmi who wants to subdue
all of his sins by doing devotional service. Your sannyasis
and gurus (at least most of them) keep the Nrisimha-
Kavaca and little pendants of Lord Nrisimhadeva on
their necks for protection an this is clearly sakama-karma.
Persons who have such tendencies cannot be counted
amongst the karma-yogis. We think that a few amongst
the best are practicing karma-yoga. We have due respect
for them and may be H.H. Narayana Maharaja is aware
of that, and therefore he is giving such high apprecia-
tion of ISKCON, as a karma-yoga organization, just to
respect those few who are performing niskama-karma.

You have also complained that H.H. Narayana Ma-
haraja reinitiated disciples of ISKCON gurus. But do
you think of it as a reinitiation or a real initiation? Re-
garding those Harikesa disciples who had lost faith two
or three years ago, and later took real initiation from
Narayana Maharaja, was it not an intelligent move on
their part? Were they ever initiated by Harikesa in the
real sense of the word? So where is the question of
reinitiation? Actually H.H. Narayana Maharaja only
initiates those who are sincere spiritual seekers who
have been cheated, as well as those who were about to
be cheated by your present G.B.C.s. So why are you so
disturbed? He has never reinitiated anyone, because this
term reinitiation is in itself ridiculous. It means noth-
ing!

It is a true fact that Tamal Krishna Goswami and
Giriraja Maharaja used to respect H.H. Narayana Ma-
haraja as their siksa-guru. They even performed guru-
puja aratikas to him many times at the Kesavaji Gaudiya
Math. How is it that they can abandon a person whom
they have accepted as their siksa-guru without any ap-
parent reason? Both of them are initiating gurus in
ISKCON at the moment, but if they argue that they
could not recognize him before, that means that they
do not have any realizations as to how to understand
what are the principle symptoms of an advanced
vaisnava. So why are they initiating so many people and
your G.B.C. supports them as bonafide gurus, if they
do not have the power to distinguish the position of a
vaisnava, which is a minimum qualification for a
madhyama-adhikari?

You are disturbed because H.H. Narayana Maharaja
spends an exceptionally long time in the most success-
ful preaching area of Tamal Krishna Goswami. Please
try to understand the situation. If today Srila Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Maharaja came in his previous form to
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preach in the world, and the disciples of Tamal Krishna
Maharaja asked him to stay for a long time at their place,
and he agreed to stay for that time preaching, would
you be asking the same questions? For the disciples of
Tamal Krishna Maharaja H.H. Narayana Maharaja
seems to be the guru of their guru, and it would be natu-
ral for them to arrange a long time program for him.
Why does that disturb you so much? If Tamal Krishna
Goswami wants to preach and spend an exceptionally
long time in the most successful centers of any Gaudiya
Math he is welcome. It is a fact that I witnessed many
of the ISKCON gurus and sannyasis visiting the Gaudiya
Math headquarters in Mayapura and were always wel-
comed as well as respected like any other Gaudiya Math
acarya. It is very immature that you are not ready to
respond in the same manner.

In 1990 you were persuaded by some people who
were accepting siksa from H.H. Narayana Maharaja to
visit him. Where are those siksa disciples now? How
are they giving siksa to others? What will they say when
asked by others where did they get their siksa from?
This is ridiculous. Somehow you were disturbed be-
cause in the first verse of Isopanisad the word idam was
explained differently from the book published by
ISKCON. I strongly request you to see the commenta-
ries by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Baladeva
Vidyabhusana on this verse if it is not offensive for you
to read other books than those of your Prabhupada. You
were very shocked because you are a disciple of Srila
Swami Maharaja (as you have written) and in front of
you H.H. Narayana Maharaja has said that there was
an error in his book. If you do not say that it is the error
of the book do you want to prove your gurudeva as a
fool? You may do so but we do not, because we know
your guru better than you do. In the commentary of
Caitanya-Caritamrita it is written that gunja-mala means
a garland of small conchshells. Do you accept that? Do
you put garlands of conchshells on Krishna instead of
gunja-mala? If you say that there are no errors in the
books written by your gurudeva are you trying to say
that he did not know what gunja-mala means? You may
say yes, but we the members of Gaudiya Math are very
much afraid to commit offenses at his lotus feet know-
ing perfectly well what is a gunja-mala, and knowing
that the mistake is only in the book, not in him. In many
other places there are also many mistakes, but these mis-
takes are only in the books. Why are you blaming H.H.
Narayana Maharaja for wanting to protect the respect
of your Prabhupada?

You have written that your Prabhupada emphasized
the importance of his books. That may be true, but you
must remember that most of these books came out only

after ISKCON was established. H.H. Narayana Maha-
raja, as well as many other Gaudiya Math devotees,
were getting close association with your Gurudevalong
before ISKCON was established. If you say that your
Gurudeva became qualified after having written these
books then it is certainly an aparadha. The Bhagavata,
Tulasi, the holy river Ganga and the devotees of the
Lord are worshipable from their birth. It is offensive to
think that Gurudeva is a general sadhaka and that he
attained perfection after having written all of these
books and established ISKCON, and from then on is
worthy of worship. The third nama-aparadha to think of
Sri Gurudeva as a mortal man. For those who had asso-
ciation with your Gurudeva long before many of your
G.B.C. members and acaryas were born, they certainly
know your Guru better than you do.

One clear example of your ignorance was the case of
the funeral services for your Gurudeva. Your Gurudeva
wished that H.H. Narayana Maharaja put him to rest
in his Samadhi. To you it may have seemed that your
Prabhupada was only speaking about funeral services.
This is due only to your ignorance and lack of experi-
ence in the Vedic culture. It is the custom of the Gaudiya
Vaisnavas as well as other vaisnavas and smarta
sampradayas that only the successor of the departed
acarya has the right to perform his funeral rites. When
the body of a departed grihasta is offered to the fire, the
eldest son has the priority to touch the fire to the body
of the departed parent. When it is offered to the soil
mixed with salt (as it happens mostly in the case of the
Gaudiyas and other sampradayas' departed sannyasis) the
successor of that sannyasi has the right to write the
samadhi mantra on the body of the departed sannyasi. If
the successor is not a sannyasi (as was in the case of
Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura) then
the senior most godbrother present there can write it as
well as any other exalted vaisnava. In the case of
Prabhupada Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
the samadhi mantra was written by his first sannyasa dis-
ciple Srila Bhakti Pradipa Tirtha Maharaja, though he
himself was an initiated disciple of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. If a sannyasi has departed without leaving a
successor or without making any disciples, then the as-
sembled vaisnavas must choose a qualified vaisnava to
do the ceremony. Even the Hindu laws of India, at the
time of dispute for succession, consider the person who
performed funeral rituals, giving him main preference.

So you have to consider that although so many
vaisnavas were present in Vrindavana at that time, in-
cluding most of your sannyasi godbrothers, your Gu-
rudeva chose Srila Narayana Maharaja to place him in
his samadhi. In the ISKCON video it is clearly seen that
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Srila Narayana Maharaja is writing the samadhi-mantra
on the body of your Gurudeva. You cannot make a
mockery out of this.

I am sure that you are being led down a primrose
path of deviation by this performance of vaisnava-
aparadha and in this way putting your Gurudeva in a
lower position. You are always concocting different
ways to control the present situation in your society and
are never consulting with the more advanced and ex-
perienced vaisnavas who can give good advice.

You wrote that your Prabhupada’s instructions to you
are open and direct, but by what you have written it
seems to be the complete opposite. I will give you an
example to clarify this point. You quote your
Prabhupada as having said that the “Gaudiya Math had
failed”, but in your writings you say that “Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada radi-
cally reformed the Gaudiya tradition transforming it
into a global preaching mission in the modern world”.
Now what is the name of that mission? It is the Gaudiya
Math. And who were its members that dedicated them-
selves to that mission? You must learn to appreciate their
position, but unfortunately you are busy publishing
books that make false propaganda against these exalted
devotees. If it is not against your G.B.C. rule I strongly
request you to read the book entitled 'Prabhupada
Sarasvati Thakura' published by Mandala Media and
in that way get lots of real information about the global
successful preaching mission, because according to your
writings the Gaudiya Math is unsuccessful.

Again you have quoted a room conversation in
Bombay (August 16, 1976) wherein your Prabhupada
wanted to nourish the very soft faith of the newly initi-
ated (those who were less than ten years or so) and you
think this is exactly the fact.

Before the passing away of Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, he gave orders that
there would only be one guru and the rest should work
in a very harmonizing way as to be able to preach the
message of Rupa-Raghunatha. He also said that Ananta
Vasudeva will preach the message of Rupa-Raghunatha
and Kunjavihari Vidyabhusana (later on Srila Bhakti
Vilasa Tirtha Maharaja) will do the managing for as long
as he lived and must be respected by all. A few years
earlier he had written, vasudevananta dasye thakiya ta sada
laha nama—"always remain in the service of Ananta
Vasudeva and chant the Holy Name”.

In his presence it was said that Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada wanted all of the mem-
bers of the Gaudiya Math to stay under the guidance of
Ananta Vasudeva Prabhu and chant the holy name. On
that basis he had been selected as the acarya of the

Gaudiya Math and no one had been fighting for that
post. Your Gurudeva was also part of the Gaudiya Math
and he also did not object at that time. They did not
create an artificial acarya. Srila Ananta Vasudeva Prabhu
was a brahmacari (in white dress. According to Gaudiya
Math tradition only when a brahmacari accepted the vow
to maintain a life-long celibacy, the acarya will offer him
the saffron cloth) at that time, and afterwards, when his
godbrothers saw some flaws in his behavior they left
his association. Srila Oudulomi Maharaja was then se-
lected as the following acarya of the Gaudiya Missions
and Srila Ananta Vasudeva Prabhu accepted the life of
a vaisnava grihasta and stopped giving initiations. After
the disappearance of Srila Oudolomi Maharaja, Srila
Bhagawata Maharaja was appointed as the next acarya
and when he disappeared Sripad Parivrajaka Maharaja
was the next. There is nothing wrong with this.

If you say that this is not enough proof that
Prabhupada wanted Srila Ananta Vasudeva Prabhu to
be the acarya, one may ask, “Did Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura want to appoint
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja as his successor
acarya?” If not, did he try to become more than his guru?
All of these are your questions , can you answer them?
You may say that Srila Swami Maharaja inspired so
many people to come to Krishna Consciousness and
that proves that he was the successor of his guru. In
that argument one may say that H.H. Narayana Maha-
raja is also inspiring so many of your godbrothers and
godsisters to follow him, which proves that he is a self
revealed successor of your Prabhupada. Then why are
you so disturbed?

You have said that you will ask your gurudeva why
he did not promote Narayana Maharaja as the next
acarya, but will you ask him why he engaged such
persons as Kirtanananda, Bhavananda, Bhagavan and
four other persons as G.B.C.'s ? Do you think that your
godbrothers and godsisters are blindly following H.H.
Narayana Maharaja, or would you rather they follow
people like Kirtanananda and the other six G.B.C.s be-
cause they were appointed by your gurudeva as lead-
ers of ISKCON?

Lastly, you have directly hit a very sensitive point
which ultimately concerns your gurudeva. In it you say
that H.H. Narayana Maharaja has deviated from the
line of Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura. Do you believe that what he preaches is out-

U The brahma-gayatri refers only to the first line of the
gayatri, not to the rest, like guru, gaura, gopal, and kama
gayatris. In the Gaudiya tradition the first line is only given
to men.]
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side of the line of Srila Prabhupada? I request you to
read the lectures and articles of Srila Prabhupada in
the weekly Gaudiya Magazine. The preaching and de-
livering system of your Prabhupada comes from dif-
ferent places rather than just the mission of Srila Pra-
bhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. We do
not want to criticize him because we know him better
than you, but it will
be difficult for you to
accept this as the
truth.

1. The maha-mantra
in ISKCON is always
sung as a full mantra.
You can never chant
it half and then the
other half. Itis clearly
coming from theidea
of the babajis and
other groups that en-
tered the Gaudiya
Mission (i. e. Puri
Goswami or Srila
Ananta Vasudeva
Prabhu and Srila
Audolomi Mahara-
ja’s line) and your
Gurudeva taught
you to follow in their
footsteps. If you say
that they deviated
does that mean that
your Gurudeva took
ideas from deviated
persons?

2. Keeping peacock
feathers on Mahapra-
bhu can only be seen
in the temple estab-
lished by Srila Anan-
ta Vasudeva Prabhu

Deities at the Yoga-Pitha or Srivas Angan as well as
any other Gaudiya Math temple you will never find a
beard on Adwaita Acarya’s face. But at the Mayapura
ISK-CON temple as well as other temples (in San Di-
ego and Hawaii) we can see Adwaita Acarya with a
beard. Will you say that your Gurudeva was follow-
ing the bauls?.

4. One prominent
disciple of Srila Bhak-
tivinoda Thakura
gave the brahma-
gayatri¥ to a lady
disciple. Srila Pra-
bhupada later wrote
an article in the
weekly Gaudiya en-
titled bhai-sahajiya
(brother sahajiya).
Most recently the
Santikunja at Hari-
dwara was preaching
that anyone can get
the brahma-gayatri
initiation. Can I sim-
ply ask you from
which line your gu-
rudeva get the idea of
initiating lady dis-
ciples into the brahma-
gayatri?

5. Srila Prabhupa-
da Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura ac-
cepted that the border
of Mayapura is a
small canal called
gurgure (just before
one approaches the
Yoga-Pitha temple
from the ISKCON

(Puri dasa mahasaya)
at Radha-Kunda and
in the prominent gauranga-nagari sampradaya, one of
the thirteen pseoudo-sects. We can clearly see this in
the temples established by Srila Swami Maharaja.
Where has this come from?

3. Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura clearly said that Adwaita Acarya Prabhu
never had a beard and used to keep clean shaven. But
the bauls (one of the thirteen apasam-pradayas) wanted
to make him a baul and put a beard on his face. On the

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada & disciple.

temple side you will
find a canal crossing
the road and that is
the border of Sri Mayapura according to Srila Prabhu-
pada on his commentary in the Caitanya Bhagawata).
Long after his disappearance he revealed in the heart of
Srila B.D. Madhava Maharaja that near the confluence of
the Ganga and Sarasvati rivers Ishodyan is situated which
is part of Antardwipa, Sridham Mayapura. The present
Ishodyan was revealed by Srila B.D. Madhava Maharaja
which was also supported by Srila B.R. Sridhara Maha-
raja and your gurudeva established his world headquar-

16

Rays of The Harmonist Vol. III No. I



Second Ray %k Forum

ters of ISKCON in that part of Mayapura, which was not
accepted by his gurudeva but was revealed by his
godbrother. Why could not he take Srila Prabhupada
straight?

6. Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura taught us how to worship the Deity in the
temple. In Gaudiya Math temples his orders are mostly
followed. They offer bhoga five times a day and aratiks
three times a day on regular days. But in your ISKCON
temples we find a different system which is more likely
to the system of the caste gosvamis and other temples in
Vrindavana who follow the worship according to the
eight-yama pastimes of the Lord. We like that system and
also appreciate it, but our question is —from where did
your gurudeva learn this kind of worship? Did he take
siksa from the caste gosvamis?

7.Kirtana with the harmonium was prohibited by Srila
Prabhupada. Only in the temple of Srila B.H. Bon Maha-
raja this was seen before. We are not criticizing him be-
cause we know that he is an exalted vaisnava. He was a
qualified acarya and has the right to introduce any mu-
sical instrument into his temple. Your Prabhupada also
introduced it in his ISKCON temples. Did he learn that
from Srila Bhakti Hriday Bon Maharaja?

8. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura instructed
us to worship Sri Sri Guru Gauranga-Gandharvika-
Giridhari . In all the temples established by him we find
Sriman Mahaprabhu and Sri Sri Radha-Krishna. The
mangala-aratik and other aratik songs specifically written
by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Prabhupada
follow in their footsteps. Whereas in your ISKCON
temples there are different combinations of Deities and
different kinds of songs are recommended for mangala-
aratik which are not considered as mangala-aratik songs.
Do you think this is a deviation or not?

9. Srila Prabhupada ordered his disciples to print and
distribute books of the previous acaryas and specially
those of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. He did not write
many books himself because he thought it unnecessary,
whereas you clearly state that your gurudeva instructed
you to print, publish and read his books only. Does that
mean that he thought that the books of Srila Bhaktivi-
noda Thakura are less valuable than his?

10. Srila Prabhupada or his disciples never recom-
mended a new devotee to chant Harinama on a mala with-
out being properly initiated by a guru. According to the
commentary by Srila Viswanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
on Srimad Bhagavatam Sixth Canto (the case of Ajamila)
it will only generate a great offense (gurvava jna). Your
Prabhupada began this in ISKCON. Where did this idea
come from?

11. You have complained that H.H. Narayana Maha-

raja has accepted services from young ladies (kumaris).
For your information I want to say that in his mission
Srila Prabhupada strictly prohibited the ladies from serv-
ing even in the kitchen where sannyasis, brahmacaris and
vanaprasthas were living. He never allowed any women
(with the exception of two elderly women disciples of
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura that sometimes used to cook
only for Srila Prabhupada) to serve the Math residents
inany way possible. Later on a few Gaudiya Math acaryas
allowed some women into the kitchen, and your
Prabhupada is no exception. Many times young West-
ern ladies used to serve him including to cut his hair, but
we do not dare criticize him for this behavior because
we know that he was elderly and the girls were old
enough to be his granddaughters and besides he was in
such an elevated consciousness that there was no chance
of him being affected by sensual desires. H.H. Narayana
Mabharaja is also at that age and if he is following the
footsteps of your Prabhupada why does that bother you?
This European lady whom you say is your reliable source
of information found this tableau filled with eroticism
because there is one logic—kamuka pasyanti kamini mayam
jagat. “A lustful person sees the whole world as full of
lust”. By falsely accusing H.H. Narayana Maharaja, you
are accusing your own Gurudeva.

These are a few of the examples on how your
Prabhupada differs from the teachings and practices of
Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
His Mayapura Dham, his process of Deity worship, his
nama-sankirtan, his book publications, his personal con-
ducts, his Deity installations, his process of initiating dis-
ciples all differs from his Gurudeva. We cannot know
the cause how it happened, but do you want to say that
heis not a bonafide siksa or diksa disciple of his Gurudeva
or not in a direct line from him? Then how can you deny
H.H. Narayana Maharaja’s claim as the successor of your
Prabhupada, only because his teachings differ from him?

You say that Narayana Maharaja has no attraction for
the Gita, but have you seen his beautiful Hindi transla-
tion edition of Bhagavad-Gita with the commentaries of
Srila Viswanatha Cakravarti Thakura, as well as other
profound commentaries by H.H. Narayana Maharaja
himself? If he has no taste for the Gita then why has he
bothered to give such nice presentation and commen-
taries?

At the cornerstone laying of the Baghbazar Gaudiya
Math, Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura expressed his desire to publish the authentic
commentaries of the higher topics of the Srimad
Bhagavatam such as Gopi-Gita and Bhramara-Gita. He
said, “... [although] we should not read the commen-
taries of Gopi-gita and Bhramara-gita written by the
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prakrita-sahajiyas, but we must also publish authentic
editions of the Gopi-gita and the Bhramara-gita of the
Srimad- Bhagawatam, because we need to perform real
krishnanusilanam”. This was printed in the weekly
Gaudiya. H.H. Narayana Maharaja is now trying to
fulfill that desire of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada, so how can you say that
Narayana Maharaja has become an instrument of this
attack against the mission of Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura? Our Gurudeva Om
Visnupada 108 Sri Srimad Bhakti Pramode Puri
Goswami Maharaja considers him to be the best weapon
to resist the misconceptions of the so-called babajis of
Radha-Kunda and it is a proven fact that when he goes
to Radha-Kunda he openly challenges them to come
forward and have a debate with him if they do not ac-
cept the mission of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati as
bonafide. Nobody dares to come near him. Do you think
that any of your ISKCON gurus can do this?

You also say that Narayana Maharaja has dismissed
book distribution as an inferior activity. But whatever
you have quoted from your Prabhupada also supports
it. First of all you have quoted that your Prabhupada
has said, “Book distribution is in the mood of the gopis”.
Again you have quoted about your ultimate goal as,
“we shall transcend and get through the invincible
impass of Maya and reach the effulgent kingdom of God
to render Him face to face eternal service, in full bliss
and knowledge”. You do not want to distribute books
at the stage of ultimate attainment, but desire another
kind of face to face service to God. Doesn’t that mean
that your means and goals are not the same? But our
guru-varga and your gurudeva also have taught that the
means and the goal are the same. You yourself have
agreed that book distribution is not the ultimate goal or
eternal bhakti . Then this can be called bhaktyabhasa, or
bhaktyaropa, but never real bhakti, because it is a tempo-
rary seva, and not like sravanam and kirtanam which are
eternal.

If you are going to do this you may as well accuse
Srila Gaurakisora Dasa Babaji Maharaja as well as Srila
Jagannatha Dasa Babaji Maharaja because they never
went out on the streets to sell books due to the fact that
they were in the mood of the gopis. Such offenses will
bring utter ruin in your spiritual life as has happened
to many of your godbrothers already.

An acarya can instruct his disciples according to a
particular time, place and circumstance whereas in other
circumstances the disciple can be given different instruc-
tions. The guru has the right to accept necessary direc-
tions from the Scriptures and preach them by his per-
sonal conduct. The definition of an acarya is as follows:

acinoti yah sastrartham acare sthapayatyapi
swayamacarate tasmat acaryah tena kirtitah

” A person who chooses the conclusions of the autho-
rized scriptures according to a particular time, place and
circumstances and practices what he preaches to others
is called an acarya”.

Sometimes for the disciple the words of his guru dif-
fers from those of the other saints and the authentic
scriptures. In such cases he must not offensively think
that guru or sastra or saints are wrong. Rather he must
remember the famous song by Srila Narottama Dasa
Thakura Mahasaya,

sadhu sastra-guru-vakya hrdaye kariya aikya
satata bhavisa prema majhe
karmi jnani bhaktihina ihare karibe bhina
narottama ei tattva gaje

”Narottama sings the tattva that one must harmonize
the directions of the sadhus, sastras and guru in his heart
and always float in the ocean of prema. The karmis and
jnanis are devoid of bhakti, so you must keep yourself
apart from them”.

Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura Mahasaya advices us
to harmonize the words of sadhu sastra and guru. If the
words of the sadhu seems to be different than those of
sastra and guru, then one should not offensively think
that the sadhu is wrong, but he must consider himself
unable to understand the words of that sadhu and must
follow guru-vakya. If the guru differs from sadhu and
sastra, then, instead of thinking that the guru is wrong,
one must consider himself unable to understand the
real purpose of guru-vakya and on such cases he must
follow sadhu-vakya. The sastras are never wrong. Either
the guru or sadhu guide us to follow the necessary di-
rections of the sastras, otherwise,

ye sastra vidhim utsrijya vartate kamacarata
na sa siddhim avapnoti na sukham na para gatim

It seems that you are confused regarding the instruc-
tions of your guru and are unable to harmonize them in
your heart.  humbly suggest you to choose some reali-
zed sadhu to clear up your doubts rather than offend
H.H. Narayana Maharaja. If you do not like to go to
him that’s fine but you have no right to stop those who
want to go and receive instructions or initiations from
him. You have requested your godbrothers and
godsisters to follow Satsvarupa Maharaja’s footsteps,
but how can they believe you? Previously your G.B.C.
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had requested them to follow their footsteps and many
did. Right now seven out of eleven guides do not even
exist or are in proper standard according to your G.B.C.
rules. Who knows, maybe after a few years you will
pass the same judgment on Satsvarupa Maharaja. By
then H.H. Narayana Maharaja may not be physically
present and thus the devotees will be forever deprived
of his direct association. Which fool will want to de-
pend on your words? Do you rely on your own self?

From your gurudeva you have quoted as follows, “A
pure devotee can distinguish between the bhakti-lata
creeper and a mundane creeper, and is very alert to
distinguish them and keep them apart”.

You also say that you have distinguished some of
these weeds quite evident in the person of H.H.
Narayana Maharaja. It is simply a strange audacity that
you call yourself as a pure devotee and thus deny other
exalted devotees who recommend Narayana Maharaja
as a sad-guru and a rasika devotee. Our Guru-Maharaja
has said openly that Narayana Maharaja is a sad guru
and a rasika bhakta. Although I am neither a siksa or
diksa disciple of H.H. Narayana Maharaja, still I never
dare to stop someone from taking instructions or ini-
tiations from him. Quite to the contrary; if they want
to go to him I am the first to encourage them to do so.

It is completely ludicrous and outrageous that most
of you ISKCON G.B.C.s came to Krishna Conscious-
ness less than 30 years ago and many of them are out
of their devotional practices already, and claiming your-
selves as bonafide preceptors and detectors of un-
wanted weeds (upasakhas) in the person of a devotee
who has been practicing Krishna Consciousness for
over 50 years without faltering once, even years before
many of your G.B.C.'s had taken birth. Our most re-
spected Guru-Maharaja has been practicing Krishna
Consciousness continuously almost from his birth, and
with 100 years of experience in such matters he is not
qualified to guide others or recommend a person as an
elevated vaisnava? On the other hand your G.B.C., who
had never heard krishna-nama before 1966, and whose
future is uncertain, is qualified to do so?

In fact you are scared of the Gadiya Math preachers,
especially those who are born in Bharata-Bhumi (In-
dia). The Gaudiya Math has never had to complain that
ISKCON gurus are taking away their disciples. If it is
only your ISKCON G.B.C.'s who are disturbed, then it
seems to me that you want to monopolize everything
simply by using the name of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja. In India some people (backward class) have
a reservation for education and government services
because they have no chance in an open competition
with the more intelligent class of people. So the gov-

ernment of India reserves some seats for them so that
they may have an opportunity.

My humble request to you is that you please give up
such useless effort to engage in the copyrights to ini-
tiate innocent devotees. Rather let us try to follow the
last instruction of Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura. “All of you preach in the most har-
monious way the teachings of Rupa and Raghunatha
with great enthusiasm”.

I write this letter from a neutral point of view, be-
cause Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura has instructed us not to be disheartened even
if not a single person is ready to hear the open truth. As
a humble servant of his servant, I thought it my duty as
given to me by my Guru-Maharaja to protest against
such wrong conceptions. If anyone has been hurt within
his heart or felt any type of anxiety by reading this, I
pray for your forgiveness and hope that one day he will
come to realize all of these points.

Sri Guru-Vaisnava dasanudasa,
Bhakti Vidagdha Bhagawata
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Condolences

My dear darling daughter Prema Lata,

Accept my heartly blessings. All glories to Sri Sri
Guru & Gauranga! All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Vinoda-
Bihariji!

This morning I was informed by Vrajanatha Prabhu
that you called last night with the sad news that my
bosom friend, Hayesvara Prabhu, has left his body.
Hayesvara Prabhu was not only my friend, he was the
friend of all the devotees. Especially he was a very
large and tall tree under whose shade all the devotees
of Holland were protected and nourished. He was a
very dear son of an orthodox Christian preacher, but
from the beginning of his childhood he was not satis-
tied with the principles of Christianity. When he re-
ceived the great fortune to meet with the world fa-
mous devotional preacher in the line of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Sri Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maha-
raja, Hayesvara Prabhu was at once charmed, and he
totally surrendered unto his lotus feet.

He was a famous writer and journalist, and he very
soon translated the Bhagavad-gita and other devo-
tional literatures into the Dutch language. After
Swamiji’s departure from this world, he came into the
association of such an elevated param-bhagavata, Sri
Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Maharaja, who later
entered into aprakata-lila. At that time Hayesvara
Prabhu felt bereft of sadhu-sanga, but soon he came into
our association. He was very much intimately con-
nected with us, and so much attracted to the deep con-
clusions of Gaudiya Vaisnavism. He translated many
of my books into the Dutch language and also
preached on my behalf. His house was a preaching
center and a home for all devotees. He was rewarded
by the Dutch government for his beautiful literary con-
tribution, but he was much more rewarded by the
Gaudiya Vaisnavas for his devotional writings and ser-
vices.

Today we are observing a condolence ceremony and
we pray to Hayesvara Prabhu to give us his associa-
tion and mercy. We know that he is eternal, but we are
feeling bereft of his association. We are very happy to
know that he was so calm and quiet at the last mo-
ments of his stay with us. He chanted the holy names,
Hare Krsna, and at the last moment, with tears in his

eyes, he chanted with his last breath, “Radhe,
Radhe!”— and left his body. We pray to Sri Sri Radha-
Krsna Yugala, to Sri Sri Gaura-Gadadhara and Sri Sri
Gaura-Nityananda Prabhu to bestow Their causeless
mercy upon our dear Hayesvara Prabhu.

Your ever well-wisher,
Swami B.V. Narayana

P.S. My heartly blessings for all the devotees who
are with you, Also all the devotees who are here,
Navina-Krsna Prabhu, Pundarika Prabhu, Vrajanatha
Prabhu, Vrnda devi, Tungavidya devi and many more,
all offer their heartfelt puspanjali to our dearmost bo-
som friend, who gave us his kind association. Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna mercifully gave us the association of
Hayesvara Prabhu and now They have taken him back
so that he will continue to serve Them under the guid-
ance of Their dear devotees.
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The Charm And Superiority
of the
Bhagavad-parampara

Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Mahardja

An excerpt about the true conception of guru-tattva, from the forthcoming biography of nitya-Iila
pravista o1 visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja by Srila

Bhaktivedanta Narayana Mahardja.

In recent times ever new questions are being in-
vented in regard to $r7 guru-parampara in the Gaudiya
Vaisnava sampradaya. Some people are of the opinion
that Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana was initiated in the
Madhva sampradaya and that he was not a Gaudiya
Vaisnava. Their assertion is that, in spite of his attain-
ing the association of Gaudiya Vaisnavas, the influ-
ence of the Madhva sampradaya upon him was so great,
that in his own literatures he has stubbornly included
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His Gaudiya Vaisnava
sampradaya in the Madhva sampradaya. And this, they
claim, has been done by him without any reasonable
justification. Thus they declare that he cannot be con-
sidered an acarya of the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.
Another section of ignorant persons say that jagad-
guru Sri Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupadajt has
created a new concept named the bhagavata-parampara.
In this bhagavata-parampara he has explained that Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura is a disciple of Vaisnava
Sarvabhauma Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja,
and that Sri Gauraki$ora dasa Babaji Maharaja is a dis-
ciple of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Some sahajiya
Vaisnavas are also presenting the doubt that Sr1
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati accepted the renounced
order (sannydsa) from himself, and consequently, his
guru-paramparia cannot be considered bona fide. My
most worshipable Srila Gurudeva has shattered all
these accusations by the use of powerful logic and solid
scriptural evidence. His analysis of the subject is be-
ing presented within this article.

The disciples and grand-disciples of Sri Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada are currently preach-
ing Suddha kysna-bhakti and $r7 harinama throughout the
world as preached and practised by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. They have preached extensively all over
the world. Consequently, in every prominent city,

moreover, in every town and village, the streets and
avenues are resounding with the sound of the holy
name and young men and women are applying them-
selves to the cultivation of Suddha-bhakti with great
enthusiasm. They are meeting Vaisnavas from India,
performing harinama sankirtana together and preach-
ing Suddha-bhakti. Being agitated by this, a few igno-
rant, so-called Vaisnavas of the sahajiya community are
trying to mislead the common man by presenting
fraudulent accusations against the Sarasvata Gaudiya
Vaisnava lineage. Srila Gurudeva has established the
rational and perfect conclusion on this matter in his
own essay entitled “Gaudiya Vedantacarya Sri
Baladeva.” We are extracting some lines from that es-
say—

Guru-parampara of the Commentator
(Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana)

We are presenting before you the historical truth
which is obtained upon considering the guru-parampara
of the commentator, Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana. First
of all, he acquired specific expertise in bhakti-Sastra
under the guidance of virakta-Siromani (the crest-jewel
of detached sadhus) Pitambara dasa. After that, he ac-
cepted paricaratriki-diksa from a Vaisnava by the name
of SrT Radha Damodara dasa, who had appeared in
the seminal brahmana dynasty in Kanyakubja. Radha
Damodara dasa was the grandson of Rasikananda
Murari. He accepted diksa from another Kanyakubjiya
brahmana, SriNayananandadeva Gosvami. Rasikanan-
da Prabhu is the fourth person in the paiicaratrika-guru-
parampara of the commentator Baladeva Vidya-
bhusana. Sr1 Rasikananda Prabhu was a disciple of
Sri Syamananda Prabhu. The aforementioned Naya-
nanandadeva Gosvami was the son of Sri Rasikanan-
da. The guru of Sri Syamananda was SrT Hrdaya Cai-
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tanya, whose guru was Gauridasa Pandita. Sriman
Nityananda Prabhu had bestowed H is mercy upon
Gauridasa Pandita. Even though Syamananda Prabhu
was a disciple of acarya Hrdaya Caitanya, afterwards
he accepted discipleship under St Jiva Gosvami. SrT
Jiva Gosvami was a disciple of St Riipa Gosvami, who
was a disciple of SrT Sanatana Gosvami. SrT Sanatana
Gosvami was a follower and associate of Sriman
Mahaprabhu.

Sisya-parampara of the Commentator

An account of the paricaratrika-parampari has been
given, beginning from Sriman Mahaprabhu down to
Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana. Now an account of his
gisya-parampara is being given: St Uddhara dasa, re-
ferred to in some places as Uddhava dasa, was a dis-
ciple of the commentator. Some hold the opinion that
these are two different personalities. Whatever the case
may be, Uddhava dasa had a disciple named Sri Ma-
dhustidana dasa. Jagannatha dasa Babaji was a dis-
ciple of this very Sri Madhusiidana dasa. Previously,
as Sarvabhauma Vaisnava or prominent leader of the
Vaisnava community in Mathura mandala, Ksetra
mandala and Gauda mandala, he became famous by
the name of Siddha Jagannatha dasa. Srila Bhaktivi-
noda Thakura accepted this very Jagannatha dasa
Babajt Maharaja as his bhajana siksa-guru by the sys-
tem of bhagavata parampara. Under the direction of
Vaisnava Sarvabhauma Srila Jagannatha dasa Babajt
Maharaja, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura discovered the
birthplace of Sriman Mahaprabhu at Sridhama
Mayapura. Stila Bhaktivinoda Thakura was the $iksa-
guru or bhajana-guru of Srila Gaurakisora dasa Babajt
Maharaja. Srila Gaura Kisora dasa Babaji Maharaja,
giving diksa-mantra, etc., accepted my gurupada-padma,
omh visnupada astottarasata Sri Srimad Bhaktisid-
dhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada, as his own disciple.
Whoever is incompetent in accepting this parampari is
to be counted among one of the thirteen types of
apasampradiya mentioned in writing by Sri Totarama
Babaji Maharaja. Alternatively, he may be regarded as
the creator of a fourteenth apasampradaya.

From the aforementioned guru-parampara we acquire
the understanding that Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana is
a follower of Stfiman Mahaprabhu within the spiritual
family lineage (parivara) of Sri Syamananda prabhu.
On account of acdrya Sri Syamananda accepting the
guidance of Sri Jiva Gosvami, and because Jiva
Gosvami s exclusively riipanuga (a follower of SriRapa
Gosvami), it therefore follows that Sri Baladeva

Vidyabhusana is also a rijpanuga Vaisnava. Whoever
does not acknowledge that Sri Baladeva Vidyabhu-
sana is a rilpanuga Vaisnava, having said that he is in
the line of Sri Syémananda, and thinks that he is not
qualified for the topmost service mood of unnata-
ujjvala-rasa, is certainly a deluded offender. Although
Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana was initiated in pasica-
ratrika-diksa by Sri Radha Damodara dasa, he also ac-
cepted $iksa in Srimad-Bhagavatam and the literatures
of the Gosvamis.

Paficaratrika-parampara is included
within the Bhagavata-parampara.

Bhagavata-parampara is superior to paricaratrika-
parampara. It is founded on the degree of proficiency
in bhajana (bhajana-nistha). The charm and superiority
of bhagavata-parampara is that paricaratrika-parampara is
included within it. In bhagavata-parampara there is no
obstruction in regard to time. From the viewpoint of
Suddha-bhakti, both the doctrine of paricaratrika and of
bhagavata expound synonomous opinions with the
same objective. In Sri Caitanya Caritamyta it is said,
paricaratre bhagavate ei laksana kaya (Cc. Madhya 19.169).
The prakrta-sahajiya-sampradaya, while introducing
themselves as the followers of Sri Rapa Gosvami, ac-
cumulate offences to the lotus feet of Sr1Jiva Gosvami.
Similarly, nowadays the jati-gosvamis and those who
accept their remnants, such as several members of the
sahajiya, kartabhaja, kisoribhaja, and bhajanakhaja
sampradayas, while proudly conceiving themselves to
be the followers of Cakravarti Thakura, employ vari-
ous disrespectful explanations against the commenta-
tor Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana. In this way, they are
growing excessively hateful and progressing towards
hell.

We are presenting herein a diagram of the
paricaratrika-guru-parampara and bhagavata-param-para
by which readers will be able to properly appreciate
the speciality of $r7 bhagavata-parampara, and also un-
derstand how paricaratrika-guru-parampara is included
within the bhagavata-parampara.

Through the medium of this diagram we will give
an account of the parcaratrika-guru-parampara and
bhagavata-parampara of Sri Syamananda Prabhu, Sri
Narottama Thakura, Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami,
Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana, Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
and so forth:

22

Rays of The Harmonist Vol. Il No. I



St Madhavendra puri
($iksa-guru) idﬂii-guml
r

Sriman | ityananda Prabhu 5

gvara Puri
Sri Gaurriﬁsa Pandita Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
$ri Hrdaya Caitanya (diksid-guru)  Sri Sanitana vaimir
Sri Rﬁlpa Gosvami

Sri Jiva Gosvami  5Sri Lokanith Gosvami

(Fiksd-guru) (diksa-guru)
$ri Syamananda Prabhu Sri Narottama disa Thiakura
$ri Rasikananda Prabhu Sri Ganga Nardyana Cakravarti
Sri Nayar;'manda Sri Krsna éarana Cakravarti
Sri Radhi Dimodara disa Sri R.id!hiramana Cakravarti

(diksd-guru) |
§¢ Visvanitha Cakravarti ($iksd-guru)

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana
Sri Uddhara (or Uddhava disa) 51 Jahnavi Thikurini (in the line of)

5ri Madhusudana dasa

$ri Jagangatha dasa Sri Vipina Bihari Gosvami (diksd-guru)
|
$ri Bhigavata disa Sri Bhaktivinoda Thikura ($iksd-guru)

I
S1i Gaurakisora disa Babaji
(diksa-guru)

Sri Bhaktlluiddhinia Sarasvafi Thikura

Sri Bhaktiprajiiana Kesava Gosvami $1i Bhaktivedanta Swami Mahirija

Sri Bhaktivedanta Nariyana Maharija

mmmmm  Siksa relationship only (Bhagavata line) Diksa / Siksa relationship (Pancaratrika line)
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Sri Madhavendra Puri

S Advaita Acirya

YadunandanAca rya
(diksa-guru)
_-—-—-___________-_-_-_-

Sri Isvara Puri

$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

Sri Svarupa Damodara, $ri Riipa Gosvami

($iksa-gurus)

Sri Raghu nitha disa Gosvami

Sri Syamananda Prabhu — In pasicaratrika-guru-
parampara Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s disciple is
Gauridasa Pandita, and his disciple, Hrdaya Caitanya
is the diksa-guru of Sri Syamananda Prabhu. In
bhagavata-parampara Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s dis-
cipleis SriSanatana Gosvami, the disciple of Sanatana
is Sri Ripa Gosvami, and his disciple is Sri Jiva
Gosvami. Sri Syamananda Prabhu is the siksa disciple
of this very Sri Jiva Gosvamd. It will not be an exag-
geration to mention here that in consideration of tat-
tva, rasa, bhajana and in all respects, Sri Jiva Gosvami
was superior to St Hrdaya Caitanya. Therefore SrT
Hrdaya Caitanya himself personally sent Sri
Syamananda Prabhu to SriJiva Gosvami for advanced
instruction in the practice of bhajana and Sri
Syamananda Prabhu accepted the anugatya (guidance)
of Sri Jiva Gosvami. Thus the serious matter which is
deserving of our consideration here is the question—
which is superior, paiicaratrika-guru-parampara or
bhagavata-parampara?

Sri Narottama Thakura — In the same way, accord-
ing to paricaratrika-guru-parampara, Sri Narottama
Thakura’s guru is Sr1 Lokanatha dasa Gosvami. Yet
there is no record of Sri Lokanatha dasa Gosvami’s
paricaratrika-diksa-guru to be found anywhere. In such
texts as Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava Abhidhana, it has been
stated that his guru is SriKrsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
However, it is a well known fact that Sriman
Mahaprabhu did not make anyone His disciple accord-
ing to the paricaratrika-pranali (method). Therefore, if
Sriman Mahaprabhu is the guru of Sri Lokanatha
Gosvami, then it is only on the basis of bhagavata-
parampara. On the other hand, although Sri Narottama
Thakura is the pasicaratrika disciple of St Lokanatha
Gosvami, he is also the disciple of Sri Jiva Gosvami in
bhagavata-parampara. In the anugatya of Sr Jiva
Gosvami, Sr1 Narottama Thakura became steeped in
bhajana-siksa.

Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami — In paricaratrika-
parampara Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is a disciple
of Sri Yadunandanacarya, who is situated in the
paiicaratrika-$akha (branch) of Sr1 Advaita Acarya. On
the other hand, if we deeply consider the life history
of 511 Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, we then find the in-
delible influence of the bhajana-siksa of Sri Svartipa
Damodara, and Sri Rpa Gosvami is very clear. Sri
Svariipa Damodara and Sri Riipa Gosvami are his
gurus in bhagavata-parampara. In this example also, if
we compare parcaratrika-parampara with bhagavata-
parampard then we find the superiority of bhagavata-
parampard is shining as radiantly as the sun.

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhusana — According to
paricaratrika-guru-parampara, Sri Baladeva Vidya-
bhusana is a parcaratrika disciple of Sri Radha
Damodara in the parampara of SriSyamananda Prabhu.
On the other hand, from the viewpoint of bhagavata-
parampard he is a disciple of Sri Vi§vanatha Cakravarti
Thakura. St Radha Damodara himself had personally
sent SrT Baladeva Vidyabhusana to Sr Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura to study Srimad-Bhagavatam and
all the various Gosvami literatures and also to receive
advanced instruction in bhajana. The guidance of Sri
Vis$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura in the life of Sri
Baladeva Vidyabhusana is widely known. Only un-
der the guidance of S Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura
did he defeat the Sri Vaisnavas in the royal court of
Galta and keep intact the service and worship of SrT
Sri Radha-Govindaji. Attaining the mercy of Sri
Govindadeva, the worshipable deity of SrT Rapa
Gosvami, he composed Sri Govinda-bhasya. There is
certainly no room for any doubt about SrT Vi§vanatha
Cakravarti Thakura being a riipanuga Vaisnava. There-
fore, since Sri Baladeva Vidyabhu-sana is under the
guidance of SrT Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura there
is also no doubt about his riipanugatva, his being a
rilpanuga Vaisnava. Furthermore, it is a well known
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fact that, having attained the mercy of Sri Govindadeva,
he ensured the continuing service of that very deity who
was the treasured life’s breath of ST Riipa Gosvami. So
from this perspective, in the light of his attaining the
mercy of Srila Riipa Gosvami and his aradhyadeva Sri
Govindaijt, what doubt could possibly remain in regard
to his riipanugatva?

Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura — According to the
paricaratrika-guru-parampara, Si Vipina Bihari Gosvami,
who is situated in the paricaratrika-parampara of Sri Sri
Jahnava Thakurani, is the diksa-guru of Sri Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. On the other hand Vaisnava Sarvabhauma
Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja is his bhajana siksa-
guru in bhagavata-parampara. Jagannatha dasa Babajt
Maharaja is a disciple of the famous Madhusiidana dasa
Babaji Maharaja in the parampara of Sri Baladeva
Vidyabhu-sana. In regard to tattva-jfiana, bhajana-Siksa,
etc., itisnot necessary to say that Vaisnava Sarvabhauma
Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja is superior to Sri
Vipina Bihar1 Gosvami. No-one can deny that the stamp
of the guidance (anugatya) of Srila Jagannatha dasa
Babaji Maharaja is imprinted in the life of Sr1 Bhaktivi-
noda Thakura.

Sri Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura — Accord-
ing to paricaratrika-guru-parampara, his diksa-guru is Sri
Gaurakisora dasa Babaji Maharaja, who, by paricaratrika-
guru-parampard, is situated in the branch of SriJahnava
Thakurani. Srila Babaji Maharaja accepted the attire of
a renunciate (vesa) from a disciple of Srila Jagannatha
dasa Babaji Maharaja, namely Sr1Bhagavata dasa Babajt
Maharaja. Thus by bhagavata-parampara, St Gaurakisora
dasa Babaji Maharaja is in the branch of Srila Jagannatha
dasa Babaji Maharaja. In this way, Srila Sarasvati
Thakura is in the parampara of Sri Jahnava Thakurani
by paricaratrika-parampard, and he has been connected
with Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja in bhagavata-
parampard. By shedding light on his life history, it is es-
tablished that he made the practices, precepts, bhajana-
pranali and fulfillment of the aspirations of Sr1 Bhak-
tivinoda Thakura the sole aim and object of his life. Thus,
in bhagavata-parampard his guru was Sri Bhaktivinoda
Thakura, whose guru was Srila Jagannatha dasa Babajt
Maharaja. Therefore there is not even the least oppor-
tunity to raise a finger against the guru-parampara of Srila
Sarasvati Thakura, the founder-acarya of the SriGaudiya
Mathas.

Several additional facts worthy of our consideration
on the subject of parcaratrika-guru-parampara and
bhagavata-parampara:

(1) The guru of lower rasa

If a paficaratrika-diksa-guru in his siddha-svariipa (con-
stitutional spiritual form) is situated in a comparatively
lower rasa than his disciple, then how will he give
bhajana-siksa pertaining to the more elevated rasa? In this
situation, the disciple must go elsewhere and take shel-
ter of such a Vaisnava who is qualified to administer
the appropriate superior guidance. For example, SrT
Hrdaya Caitanya, in krsna-I7ld, was an associate in
sakhya-rasa, whereas his disciple SriSyamananda Prabhu
(Duhkhi Krsna dasa) was an associate in madhura-rasa.
Therefore Sri Hrdaya Caitanya himself had personally
sent Duhkhi Krsna dasa to Srila Jiva Gosvami to receive
higher bhajana-$iksa pertaining to madhura-rasa.

(2) The lesser qualified guru

The guru and disciple in paricaratrika-guru-parampara
may be in the same rasa, however the guru may not be
so highly qualified. Under such circumstances, for
higher bhajana-$iksa the disciple must go and take shel-
ter of another uttama Vaisnava who will be called his
guru in bhagavata-parampara.

From the above-mentioned two considerations, we
can conclude that there are some inherent defects in the
paricaratrika process, whereas bhiagavata-parampara, be-
ing completely free from these defects, is flawless in all
respects.

(3) Sriman Mahaprabhu is not paficaratrika-guru of
anyone

All members of the Gaudiya sampradiaya consider
themselves to be the followers of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, accepting Him as jagad-guru. However,
upon what basis do they consider that they are His fol-
lowers and accept that He is their guru? Sriman
Mahaprabhu is not anyone’s guru in paricaratrika-
parampard, although He Himself is a disciple of SriI§vara
Purd in paricaratrika-parampara. There is no recorded ac-
count anywhere to the effect that Sriman Mahaprabhu
has given diksa-mantra to anyone. Therefore if the
Gaudiya Vaisnava community accepts the anugatya and
discipleship of SriCaitanya Mahaprabhu then that can
only be on one basis, and that basis is — bhagavata-
parampara.

(4) All Gaudiya Vaisnavas are riipanuga on the
basis of bhagavata-parampara only
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Each and every Gaudiya Vaisnava is proud to call
himself ‘riipanuga’. But let us consider this point: How
many people did St Riipa Gosvami make his disciple
by the paricaratrika method? Sr1Jiva Gosvami s his one
and only diksa disciple. So on what basis do the
Gaudiya Vaisnava community accept Sri Ripa
Gosvami as their guru? Sri Riipa Gosvami himself is
also not a diksa disciple of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Therefore how is it possible to be a follower of Sr1 Riipa
Gosvamiand at the same time be a follower of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu? Even Sri Sanatana Gosvami who
is the $iksa-guru of SriRiipa Gosvami has nota second
thought about calling himself riipanuga.

The basis of all these examples is one—bhiagavata-
param-pard. S Rapa Gosvami s the disciple of Sr1Cai-
tanya Maha-prabhu and the Gaudiya Vaisnava com-
munity consider Sri Riipa Gosvami to be their guru
only on the basis of bhagavata-parampara. Who is the
paricaratrika-diksa-guru of Srila Krsna-dasa Kaviraja
Gosvami? He has not mentioned the name of his
paricaratrika diksa-guru in any of his literatures. He has
described the names of his giksa-gurus in Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi 1.37:

ei chaya guru — $iksa-guru ye amara
tan’-sabara pada-padme koti namaskara

“1 offer millions of obeisances at the lotus feet of
these six $iksa-gurus of mine.”

And at the end of each chapter of Sri Caitanya-
caritamyta it is written:

$ri-ritpa-raghunatha-pade yara asa
caitanya caritamrta kahe kysna dasa

“I, Krsna dasa, whose aspiration is to attain the lo-
tus feet of Sr1 Riipa and Raghunatha, narrate Caitanya
Caritamrta.”

By these statements he has accepted Sri Rapa
Gosvami and SrT Raghunatha dasa Gosvami as his
main $iksa-gurus. Thus he has also accepted them as
gurus on the basis of bhagavata-parampara. From these
facts it becomes thoroughly obvious that bhaga-vata-
param-pard, which includes paricaratrika-parampara, al-
ways shines forth brilliantly. Therefore, whoever ig-
nores these facts and casts aspersions upon the guru-
pranali of Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana, Srila Bhaktivi-
noda Thakura and Sri Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, or whoever doubts that they are riipanuga, is
certainly a staunch opponent of Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu and a secret agent of Kali.

Thus, whatever opinion my most worshipable Srila
Gurudeva has written on the subject of the guru-pranalt
of Sr1 Baladeva Vidyabhusana, and also in regard to
pancaratrika-guru-parampara and bhagavata-parampari is
bothlogical and fully in agreement with the established
conclusions of the scriptures (sastra-siddhanta).

z z

Sri Srin

mad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja and diciples.
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Religion of Nothingness

Introduction to Being And Nothingness

The subject matter of this article was first presented
in the previous issue. There Srila Bhakti Prajfiana
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja discussed the concept of
Sitnya, or “nothingness.” In the following article he will
clarify that understanding, by quoting from the most
popular and essential of Buddhist scriptures. The rea-
son we have translated the word siinya as “nothing-
ness” and the word brahma as “being” is that it comes
from the title of the magnum opus, Being and Nothing-
ness, by Jean-Paul Sartre, the founder of modern-day
existentialism. Not surprisingly, we find similarities
of this type of existentialism in its roots, that is, Bud-
dhism. We have borrowed the title from him in order
to discuss the same concepts that stirred the French
elite and intellectual class, consequently bringing
Sartre the Nobel Prize for his seemingly new philoso-

phy.

Srila Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Maharaja mentions the
work called Prajia-Paramita-Siitra. Since it will be spo-
ken of in many places, it should be understood in the
light of its importance to Buddhist philosophy. Al-
though at first glance we may think that we are going
too far, and it is becoming too esoteric to delve into,
we discover a most interesting point that he is affirm-
ing. This Siitra has become so commonly known in
Buddhist circles that one cannot be said to factually
know the Buddhist philosophy without understand-
ing it. It is, therefore, popularly known as “The Heart
Suitra.” Here is what one modern text says regarding
“The Heart Siitra”:

When Buddhism first moved from India to China
[Tibet] in its Mahayana forms, it was known not as
Buddhism, but as the “Religion of Prajiia-paramita” or,
since the siitras of the Prajiia-paramita centered around
the teaching of siinyata (somewhat loosely translated
as emptiness or nothingness), as the “Religion of Noth-
ingness.”

The Heart Siitra is one of approximately 38 siitras
in the Prajiia-paramita group, and its shortest. In it, the
dynamic vibrancy of siinyata and the cryptic delinea-
tion of its meaning have been captured with a radical
economy of expression that has exercised a fascina-
tion over the minds of countless generations of Bud-

dhist thinkers in India, China, Tibet and other lands
where Mahayana Buddhism flourished.

While it celebrates Siinyata as a timeless truth, the
Heart Siitra has also to be seen as an historical docu-
ment, engaged in rivalry with the rationalist-schematic
approach taken by earliest sects of Buddhism (desig-
nated as Hinayana—the lowest vehicle—by its rivals.)
In the centuries after Buddha’s death, the Hinayana
followers, with the encyclopedic Abhi-dharma as their
literature, had created categories of analysis to the
point where it became, in the words of Heinrich
Dumoulin, the Zen historian, “a dishearteningly life-
less product without metaphysical elan” Mahayana
siittras thunder again and again against philosophers
(abhidharmists) who are disposed to freeze reality into
a categorical permanence and to discriminate between
subject and object.

In the still-solidifying tradition of Mahayana, the
Heart Siitra is a key document demolishing all these
categories, and pointing out that all categories are ul-
timately dualistic and not leading to wisdom essen-
tial for enlightenment. In the earliest stages of the for-
mation of Mahayana, there were schools of thought
which proposed the doctrine of the “five words” of
the Buddha; meditations on these words alone have
transcendent significance and the power to bring li-
beration (which, they claimed, was not the case with
the rest of his discourses.) These five words are: Non-
soul (anatta), impermanence (anicca), unhappiness
(dukkha), extinction (nirvana) and emptiness (Siinyata)*

[We should make a note here that these five words
of the Buddha are written in Pali, a spoken dialect of
Sanskrit in which all Buddhist texts are written. The
original Sanskrit for these five words are: anatma,
anitya, duhkha, nirvisesa and siinyatva.]

The first four of these words are shared by the early
Mahayanists commonly with the Hinayanists; it is the
inclusion of Siinyata (emptiness) as the last of these
words that early Mahayana asserts its difference with

Y Mu Soeng Sunim, Heart Sutra. Cumberland, Rhode Is-
land, USA: Primary Point Press, 1991, pp. 6-7
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the Hinayana schools. For the Hinayanists, “empti-
ness” may be synonymous with the first word—mnon-
self or non-soul—but its use was restricted in describ-
ing a person. Mahayana invention was not only to
postulate Siinyata (emptiness) as the essential empti-
ness of the phenomenal world, including the world
within a person’s mind; the thinkers of Mahayana took
care to deny the existence of siinyati as yet another
category. Thus we have the doctrine of Siinyata-siinyata,
the emptiness of emptiness. Siinyata is experienced as
intuitive wisdom, and it is only through the intuitive
wisdom of Siinyata, the theme of Mahayana wisdom
schools, that one is ferried across to the other shore of
liberation.

The Heart Siitra has two versions, the longer and the
shorter. The longer version has a prologue in which
Buddha enters into samadhi and an epilogue in which
he rises from samadhi and praises the Bodhisattva
Avalokite$vara [one of the celestial Bodhisattvas or
enlightened beings who is the embodiment of com-
passion]. The shorter version, used here, begins with-
out the prologue and has Avaloki-te§vara contemplat-
ing the meaning of the profound perfection of wis-
dom.?

In the same text in which we are referring to Prajria
is translated as “wisdom,” and more specifically as
“intuitive wisdom.” Paramita is translated as “perfec-
tion” or “that which has gone beyond” or “transcen-
dental.” A siitra is the spoken word or specifically for
Buddhists the sermon or word spoken by the Buddha.
The Prajiia-Paramita Siitra may be translated as either
“The Perfection of Wisdom” or “The Transcendence
of Wisdom.” Sometimes the entire title is given as
Maha-Prajiia-Paramita Hrdaya Siuitra. Maha means
“Great,” and hrdaya means “heart” or “essence.” Thus
we find the title translated like this: “The Great Heart
of Perfect Wisdom” or “The Heart of Great Transcen-
dent Wisdom.” Briefly and commonly it has come to
be known as the “Heart Siitra.” This siitra presents to
us the siinyata as being the core or heart of the uni-
verse.

One other point which is food for thought for West-
ern scientists and philosphers is this. It appears that
the modern day scientists in quantum physics, the sci-
ence of subatomic particles, are beginning to see the
parallels in Buddhism, specifically in regards to the
Sitnyata aspect.

2[Ibid., pp.8-9]  3[Ibid., p. 22]

It has been just as difficult for the human mind to
accept the existence of siinyata at the core of the uni-
verse as it was for the early quantum physicists to ac-
cept the quantum [an indivisible unit of energy] ran-
domness of the universe. Einstein had even hoped that
the quantum theory he helped create was somehow
flawed, hoping desperately, even in the face of the
evidence of his own experiments, that there would be
a hidden variable that would establish order in the
quantum world.

Later experiments, conducted at the University of
California in Berkeley on Bell’s theorem, confirmed the
absence of any hidden variable, and showed that when
either of two correlated particles were observed, no
matter how far separated in space, the other was in-
stantly affected by the observation—as if the two par-
ticles were embedded in the observing consciousness
itself.

Even before Bell’s theorem, Werner Heisenberg, one
of the founding fathers of quantum theory, formulated
in his Uncertainty Principle, that it is not possible to
examine a situation or system without alterating the
system by the very act of examination; in the deepest
experience of meditation, the object of conciousness is
embedded in the observing consciousness; the two are
fused together by the energy or Siinyata out of which
both emerge.?

Although unable to give the longer version of the
Prajiia-Paramita Siitra, we will give here the shorter
version of this Heart Siitra, which has been translated
by the renowned Zen Buddhist monk, Mu Soeng
Sunim. It is modified here only for a clear understand-
ing of some of the Buddhist words. Zen Buddhism is
the Japanese and Korean form of Mahayana Bud-
dhism. One can gleen from reading it how important
the Buddhist concept of siinyata was to them. The Heart
Siitra takes place on Vulture Peak, east of the ancient
city of Rajagrha, the capital of the kingdom of
Magadha.

Vulture Peak was a favorite site of the Buddha,
where he gave a number of sermons during his forty-
five year preaching career. The longer version men-
tions that the leading characters of this siitra were these
three, éékyamuni Buddha, Avaloki-te§vara
Bodhisattva and Sariputra. Here is the shortened ver-
sion, which will be followed by Srila Bhakti Prajfiana
Kesava Maharaja’s own profound, intuitive wisdom
into the concept of Siinya.
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The Maha Prajfia Paramita Hrdaya Saitra
The Great Heart Sttra of Intuitive Wisdom

Avalokite$vara Bodhisattva, the embodiment of
compassion, when practicing deeply the Prajiia
Paramita, perceives that all five skandhas of form (riipa),
feelings (vedana), perceptions (sarijiia), impulses
(sarinskara) and consciousness (vijiiana) are empty and
is saved from all suffering and distress.

éériputra, “Form does not differ from emptiness
(Siinya), emptiness does not differ from form. That
which is form is emptiness, that which is emptiness is
form. The same is true of feelings, perceptions, im-
pulses, consciousness.

Sariputra, “All dharmas (the “point-instants” or
“wave-particles”) are marked with emptiness. They
do not appear or disappear, are not tainted or pure, do
not increase or decrease. Therefore, in emptiness, there
is no form, no feelings, perceptions, impulses, or con-
sciousness. There are no eyes, no ears, no nose, no
tongue, no body, no mind, no color, no sound, no smell,
no taste, no touch, no object of mind, no realm of eyes
and so forth, until no realm of mind-consciousness.
There is no ignorance and also no extinction of it and
so forth until no age and death and also no extinction
of them.

In emptiness, there is no suffering, no origination,
no stopping, no path, no cognition, also no attainment
with nothing to attain.

The Bodhisattva, the awakened, enlightened being
who has diligently cultivated the qualities necessary
to become a Buddha, depends on Prajiia Paramitia and
the mind is no hindrance. Without any hindrance, no
fears exist. Far apart from any perverted views, one
dwells in nirvana (nirvana is Siinyata and Siinyata itself
is nirvana).

In the three worlds of past, present and future, all
Buddhas depend on Prajiia Paramita and attain
anuttara-samyak-sambodhi, the perfect unexcelled awak-
ening (the ten powers of knowledge).

Therefore, know that Prajiia Paramita is the great
transcendent mantra, is the great bright mantra, is the
utmost mantra, is the supreme mantra which is able to
relieve all suffering and is true not false. So proclaim
the Prajiia Paramitda mantra, proclaim the mantra which
says:

gate, gate, paragate, parasangate, bodhi svaha

“Homage to the awakened mind which has gone,
gone, gone over, and gone beyond, across the shore of
suffering.”

Thus we come back to the original theme of Bud-
dhism, siinya. We see this siinya echoed in the existen-
tialists like Jean-Paul Sartre whose basic premise was
that life has no meaning or reason. “Life is absurd”
and “God is dead” were the slogans coined by the ex-
istentialists, beneath their banner of “free choice” in
the face of unrelenting emptiness. And the underly-
ing question that the Buddhists faced: How does one
bridge the gap between siinyata as the ultimate reality
and the human condition? This is how they answered
it. It is through the free choice of compassion (karuna)
for all beings that one gives expression to the Bud-
dha-nature. Thus, only in compassion does wisdom
(prajiia) find its ultimate and fullest expression. This is
why in the Heart Siitra we see that Avalokite$vara
Bodhisattva, the celestial Buddha and embodiment of
compassion, is speaking while Sakhyamuni Buddha
is silent. Sariputra is the aspiring bodhisattva. Without
the element of compassion, then the Mahayana Bud-
dhists indeed would say to the existentialists that the
siinyata alone would make life unbearable.

- Chief Editor
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Being and Nothingness

— Brahma and Siinya —

Onin Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Mahardja

We have submitted before the readers the proposi-
tion that Buddha and Acarya Sankara'’s siddhantic con-
clusions regarding the universe are the same. If the
universe is without essence, illusory or temporary, and
amere spark of illumination, then what is the real and
lasting essence?—This is the present consideration:
whether the sSiinya or “nothingness” of the monistic
Buddha is sat or real and nitya or lasting, namely, that
the knowledge of siinya (Siinya-jiiana) is the ultimate
goal; or the other, whether the brahma or “being” of
the brahmavadi Sankara is real and lasting, namely,
that the ultimate goal is the knowledge of brahma
(brahma-jriana).

It has been previously stated that Sarikara’s philo-
sophy is yahara pratiti nai tahai sat, “that which is
imperceivable is sat or real,” and also for Buddha it
has been understood that “the non-perceivable is the
siinya, the essence of nothingness.” By the word brahma,
Sarikara wanted us to conclude “What more is there
to concern us with than this?”—readers should make
a note of this. Our opinion is that, assuming all con-
siderations regarding siinya, or nothingness, and
brahma, or being, they are merely the same concepts.
What the Buddhists regard as §iinya and what Sankara
calls brahma only reiterate the same thing. Therefore
iinya and brahma are non-different propositions. We
will now proceed on to further re-inforce these con-
cepts with a few more proofs.

Buddha’s Stinyavada—
His Concept of Nothingness
In the sixteenth siitra of the Prajiia-Paramita Siitra

(one of the most authoritative of Buddhist scriptures)
this is observed—

sudurbodho ‘si mayaiva dysyase na ca drsyase

“You ($iinya) are extremely difficult to under-
stand. Like an illusion, you are seen and not seen.”

In the second siitra of the same book it is ex-
plained—

akasam iva nirlepari nisprapaiicari niraksaram
yas tarit pasyati bhavena sa pasyati tatha-gatam

“One who perceives you with comtemplation as
unattached, vacuous and silent like the sky, perceives
the non-existent or the state of siinyata or nothingness.”

In the second part of the Asta-sahasrika Prajna-
Paramita [the longer version of the Prajiia-Paramita
Siuitra] it is explained like this—

sarva-dharma api deva-putra mayopamah svapnopamah
pratyag buddho’pi mayopamah svapnopamah
pratyag buddhatoam api mayopamari svapnopamam
samyak sambuddho “pi mayopamah svapnopamah
samyak sambuddhatoam api mayopamari svapnopamanm.

Sugata Buddha (Sakyamuni) is explaining to the
deva-putras, the sons of demigods—

“All dharmas, or religions, are like an illusion, like a
dream. Each and every buddha is like an illusion, like a
dream. All states of buddhahood are like an illusion,
like a dream. The sum-totality of all buddhas are like
an illusion, like a dream, and the totality of the com-
plete state of buddhahood is like an illusion, like a
dream.”

In the scripture by the name of Sarva-Darsana
Sangraha, Sayana Madhava has expounded upon this
Buddhist philosophy in some fifteen sentences—

madhyamikas tavad-uttama prajia ittham actkathan.
bhiksu-pada prasarana-nyayena ksana-bhanga dyabhi-dha
mukhena sthayitvanukula-vedaniya-matranuga-tatva
sarva-satyatva-bhrama vyavartena sarva-sinyatayam eva
paryjvasanam. atas tat tvam sad-asad ubhayanubhayatmaka
catus koti vinirmuktam Siinyam eva

“The madhyamika Buddhists who have first-class
wisdom and detachment have spoken like this: the
material existence’s momentariness, namely, its past
impressions of momentary, principal categories or
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titles, that which is favorably sensuous, and every kind
of truth is ephemeral, ultimately culminating in siinya
or nothingness. Therefore both sat and asat, the true
and untrue, and are ontologically Siinyatoa, that is, they
originate from the siinya.”

In the twenty-ninth sentence of the same book this
reference is made:

kecana bauddhah bahyesu gandhadisu antaresu riipadi-
skandhesu satsv api tatrahastham utpadayitur sarvam
Silnyam iti prathamikan vineyan acikathan

“Some Buddhist adepts have declared to their stu-
dents—External aspects like smell, mind, and form,
and the other skandhas (constituent elements), are able
to produce changes in the sat and asat because all is
Siinya; this world is full of these categorical changes.”

Sakya-Sirhha Buddha has also described this in the
twenty-first chapter of the Buddhist scripture, Lalita-
Vistara. The adherents of Sakya-Sirhha Buddha’s doc-
trines of voidism (Siinyavada) and non-self
(nairatmavada), taking up the powerful bow of knowl-
edge, have vanquished the enemies of the sufferings
of sariisara—in this way it has been explained: samarthah
dhanur-grhitva $iinya —nairatmavadinaih kleSa-ripiin
nihatvi—and other statements like this.

From the proofs of various Buddhist scriptures we
have understood that the form of maha-nirvana is es-
sentially sitnya, nothingness, like the sky, attributeless,
and mundane, namely, its causal form and activity is
sitnya or illusory. The root of the material momentari-
ness or “suchness” is the siinya. The Prajiia-Paramita
Siitra has said, “If the tasteful quality of the mango is
removed, the mango becomes a part of the siinya, noth-
ingness.” Sankara’s nirguna bhramavada, his philoso-
phy of the attributeless brahma or being, is thus syn-
onymous with this. Buddha has said, “What does not
have guna or quality and attributes (karya), is Siinya,
nothingness.” Sankara has also said, “What has no
guna or quality, is brahma, being.”

In The Next Issue:

Sarikaracarya’s Brahmavada—His Concept of Being

Hare Krsna
Hare Krsna
Krsna Krsna
Hare Hare
Hare Rama
Hare Rama
Rama Rama
Hare Hare

His Holiness Dalai Lama
Reads Rays of The Harmonist

After bringing Rays of The Harmonist to the United
States, Kisore Krsna Dasa Brahmacari distributed a
copy of The Rays of The Harmonist, which was re-
cently presented to His Holiness Dalai Lama via
Ambarisha Dasa.

Upon reading an article on Buddhism (ref. Vol. II
No. I & II), His Holiness was engrossed in a discus-
sion on the subject matter with his secretary.

The series of articles on mayavada philosophy,
Sankaracarya, and Buddhism have created several
positive reactions, and will be continued in response
hereof.
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Circumambulation of Sri Navadvipadhama
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada

The circumambulation of Sridhama Navadvipa will
commence this year on the 12"March and will be com-
pleted on the 20". The festival of the anniversary of
the advent of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya
will be celebrated on the 22" March. A certain amount
of the details of the ceremony is to be found in the
Navadvipa Almanac published by the Gaudiya Mis-
sion.

The preliminary (adivas) kirtana will take place on
the 11 evening. The ‘Nine Islands” will be circumam-
bulated during the nine succeeding days in the fol-
lowing order:

March 12th
March 13th
March 14th
March 15th
March 16th
March 17th
March 18th
March 19th
March 20th

Antardvipa (incl. Sridhama Mayapura)
Simantadvipa

Godrumadvipa

Madhyadvipa

Koladvipa

Ritudvipa

Jahnudvipa

Modadrumdvipa

Rudradvipa

The circumambulation of Sri Navadvipa-dhama is
an ancient institution which can be traced in literature
to almost the time of Sri Caitanya. The well-known
devotional work, Bhaktiratnakar, which is about two
hundred years old, contains the ancient traditions con-
nected with the different localities. It has been pub-
lished in a handy form in Bengali with the title ‘Chitre-
Navadvipa’. The reader is referred to that work for a
detailed idea of the subject in its different aspects.

There is an impression among a certain class of
thoughtless people that the sanctity of a place or creed
is somehow enhanced by its greater antiquity. Most of
the places on this earth were in existence at the time of
Sri Caitanya and have been in existence from time
immemorial. If the ancient history of a site is known
the circumstance certainly adds to the human interest
of the place.

Spiritual connection with Godhead or His devotee
is the cause of the sanctity of a locality, not because
any mundane place is supposed to be able to recall
the memory of the event which is transcendental, but
for the entertainable reason that the locality itself is
not mundane at all. Sir P. C. Roy, in opening Sridhama
Mayapura Exhibition was led to declare that every
particle of dust of Sridhama Mayapura is sacred due
to its association with Sri Caitanya. If the locality sur-
rounding Sridhama Mayapura is annually visited for
this antiquarian reason by pilgrims from all parts of
the country, such a custom would be of no help in pre-
serving the real memory of Sri Caitanya and His teach-
ings.

The circumambulation of Sridhama Navadvipa is
not a national and antiquarian performance for show-
ing respect to the memory of a great historical person-
ality. Sri Caitanya is Godhead Himself. Sridhama
Navadvipa is the eternal transcendental divine realm.
Sri Caitanya, His realm and His activities are eternal
and are also capable of being realized as such by de-
vout pilgrims in their performance of the circumam-
bulation of the spiritual sphere, by the grace of those
perfect pure souls who serve Sri Caitanya in the spiri-
tual realm. The performance of circumambulation of
Sridhama Navadvipa under the guidance of the
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sadhus is thus a purely spiritual function, and the pil-
grim, in the course of his journey actually traverses
not a number of mundane localities, but the various
constituent spheres of the realm absolute.

No particle of mundane dust can have any spiri-
tual value whatever. Godhead and His saints never
tread the mundane plane. They belong eternally to the

spiritual realm. The appearance of Godhead to the
view of mundane spectators is not a mundane event.
A mundane spectator, till he is spiritually helped, can
see nothing that is not mundane. The mundane entity
which is observed by such a person, is neither God-
head nor any of His saints but only a deluding mun-
dane entity. Godhead certainly can and does manifest
His appearance in this world without becoming
thereby a mundane entity or getting alloyed by
mundanity. He is declared by the scriptures to descend
to the view of the spectators of this world with all His
divine paraphernalia. But it does not, therefore, fol-
low that the fleshy eye can have the actual sight of
Godhead even on such occasion.

It may appear to be reasonable from the empiricist’s
point of view to ask for the proof of the divinity of Sri
Krsna Caitanya. The empiricist happens to think that
it is his function to sit in judgement for allowing the
claims of a person to the title of divinity. Nothing can
beat the impudence of such a ludicrous claim. Has the
empiricist any faculty by which he can allow or disal-
low the claims of the divinity?

The truth is that the empiricist is always denying
the claims of the divinity by requiring Godhead to
produce such proofs of His claims to his allegiance as
will be acceptable to his limited understanding. This
attitude has produced the inevitable result of think-
ing that the divinity has never submitted any proofs
for meeting such a laudable purpose. On the contrary,
however, He has ever been supplying him with over-
whelming proofs against all his claims. The empiricist
has thus attained the state of utter ignorance of the
truth under the hypocritical conviction that what he is
pleased to think as true for the time being, is, there-
fore, necessarily true. This may flatter his vanity, only
at the expense of everything that really matters.

In this fool’s paradise the empiric pilgrim also is in-
clined to condemn himself by his so-called convictions
and seeming critical caution. They only throw him
more completely into the clutches of the deluding en-
ergy. By trying to avoid any concession to dogmatism
he is made to grovel in the fit of abject submission to
the degrading dogmatic freaks of the arch-enchantress
who is the mother of this material world.

It is necessary for the real seeker of truth to approach
Him by his genuine serving disposition. The wish to
dominate truth is the fruitful source of every form of
ignorance. There is no other degradation for the soul
than the hankering for such domination. There is no
truer elevation than artless receptive serving humility
in presence of the absolute indivisible truth who is all
pervading. The divinity is the truth. He is a person.
His personality is the reciprocal of our own transcen-
dental nature. He is the only master. We are all His
servants. Our pure animation is enabled to retain its
spotless purity by His service.

But as Godhead is the indivisible truth, His realm
and eternal servitors are part and parcel of Himself. It
is no service of the absolute which leaves out of ac-
count His eternal servitors and His eternal realm. God-
head manifests Himself through the functions of His
constituents.

The jiva is a particle of the divine essence. But he is
a detachable part of His essence. He is privileged to
serve Godhead by remaining eternally detached from
Him. He is created in the superfluous or marginal zone
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of the essence of the divinity. There is also a negative
zone. The jiva is a particle of the positive zone pro-
jected into the no-man’s land between the spiritual and
mundane spheres of existence. He is liable to be drawn
into the mundane sphere although he is by constitu-
tion a particle of the positive essence of the divinity.

The realm of the divinity is also of the essence of the
divinity. The jiva is a detached particle of the spiritual
potency of Godhead. The realm of the divinity is the
plenary spiritual power of the divinity. The jiva can
serve Godhead only in and through the aid of the di-
vine realm. The divine realm is a spiritual entity with
freedom to allow or disallow the overtures for the ser-
vice of the divinity. But it is necessary for the “jiva’ to
seek her aid against every sort of apparent discour-
agement. The sadhus, who are the accepted protegees
of the divinity, teach us by their example and precept
how to secure her favor.

The pilgrim who is, therefore, anxious to obtain the
sight of Godhead, is under the absolute necessity of
seeking the aid of the divine realm. The sight of the
divine realm admits us automatically also to the pre-
sence of the divinity who abides only there. But the
divine realm tests our sincerity as seekers of the ser-
vice of Godhead before she condescends to aid our
endeavor. If she finds that we want to dominate and
not to serve the truth she presents her unapproach-
able face to our view. She appears as dumb as the
sphinx to our hypocritical entreaties for her aid. This
is the plight of the empiric pedant on the threshold of
the living realm. But the “sadhu’ is always at our elbow
with his counsel of genuine submission to the plenary
power of Godhead in recognition of Her divine na-
ture. The sadhu speaks to us in concrete and intelli-
gible language. But the sadhu speaks with real knowl-
edge of the requirements of the position. There is thus
imperative necessity of making the pilgrimage under
the guidance of the real sadhu.

But the words of the sadhu also may appear to be
irrational to one who is inclined to set up his experi-
ence of the world as the judge of the propriety of the
sadhu’s counsel. Mundane experience can give no posi-
tive help in the quest of the spiritual. It is not neces-
sary to turn to it for such help. The words of the sadhu
can give every help that one requires for the spiritual
purpose, provided only that one is not really willing
to have anything mundane.

The spiritual realm is realizable in and through the
words of the sadhu. The spiritual realm cannot be seen
by the mortal eye, nor touched by the hand of flesh.
Neither is it the closed ear that can hear the true voice
of the sadhu. The ear of the soul is to be opened to the

spiritual sound. In other words one is to listen to the
words of the sadhu with the conviction that the words
themselves are identical with the object which they
signify, that if the words are only received by the fully
receptive rational impulse the whole indivisible sub-
stantive reality will stand self-revealed. If the result is
otherwise, it can only be due to the deliberate with-
holding of one’s full attention. It is in one’s power to
correct this error of method when it is pointed out by
the sadhu. In proportion as the receptive attentive hear-
ing is perfected, the true import of the words of the
sadhu manifests itself to the soul of the hearer. It is ne-
cessary to offer this form of service by way of the pre-
liminary on the threshold of the realm of the divinity
by all those who really want to enter there.

The pilgrim is required to give up his preference for
pseudo-knowledge if he is to be benefited by his pil-
grimage of the divine realm under the guidance of the
sadhu who has a natural and exclusive attachment for
the real truth. The guidance of the sadhu is necessary
for enabling him to lend his full attention to his words
by discarding all explicit or latent partiality for un-
truth. The function of the cognitive faculty is to be re-
lieved from the consequences of its willful and per-
petual attraction towards untruth. Guidance for such
an end is not any curtailment of one’s freedom of ra-
tional choice. The rational faculty is only then true to
itself when it submits to be guided by a competent
person in the quest of the truth which is located be-
yond his reach. It is prepared to submit for its instinc-
tive and causeless love for the truth. It is enabled to
attain its fully expanded natural state by such submis-
sion. Neither the end nor the method indicated above
proposes any form of mechanical subordination to an
external agency which is being always enforced with-
out any protest on the part of the conditioned soul by
his material environment. Unless we are prepared to
adopt the only rational course that is open to us, the
attainment of the knowledge of the absolute truth in
the form of willing submission for receiving Him from
His agents we really abdicate our rational function by
preferring to follow the irrational alternative. We are
of course free to go astray. We are also free to maintain
that such irrational course is rational. But such soph-
istry will not enable us to avoid the logical conse-
quences of such a procedure in the shape of losing sight
of the truth altogether.

True, the description of Sri Navadvipa-dhama in the
literary works penned by the devotees who speak of
the absolute truth, is bound to appear to the uniniti-
ated as being apparently opposed to the evidence of
one’s senses. This is the standing grievance of the
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empiric historians and antiquarians in regard to the
statements of the devotees. But the devotees always
take good care to inform their readers that they are
not describing anything that is limited by space and
time. Empiric historians and antiquarians cannot be
expected to understand on their own terms the nature
of spiritual entities. Neither is that their function nor
purpose. The erratic excursions of empiric historians
and antiquarians into the domains of the spirit should
be avoidable by the exercise of the ordinary honest
common sense that is happily to be found also in this
mundane world.

It is not proposed that the empiric historian and
antiquarian should be debarred from approaching the
subject of the absolute. It is the duty of all persons in-
cluding the atheists to seek the absolute and to seek
nothing but the absolute. But the empiric method
which is employed by the historians and antiquarians
who are engaged in the so called investigations of the
phenomena of this world by the resources of their de-
fective limited senses, cannot enable one to understand
at all the subject matter of the revealed scriptures. It
is, of course, open to the empiric historian and anti-
quarian to apply their own method to the investiga-
tion of a spiritual subject for deducing a purely mun-
dane conclusion against the principle of rationality.
This has actually been done by more than one famous
writer. But such attempt constitutes only one of the
numerous departments of changeable human know-
ledge which have nothing to do with the spiritual.

One who undertakes the pilgrimage of Sri Nava-
dvipa-dhama with the conviction of, and, in pursu-
ance of the method of the empiric historian and anti-
quarian, will certainly enrich the range of his worldly
experience which he values. But he will miss the spiri-
tual end which is declared by the scriptures to be at-
tainable by the performance of the journey under the
guidance of the sadhus. We invite all persons to join
the devotional function with the attitude that is ne-
cessary for ensuring the success of the spiritual quest
which alone matters. It will be irrelevant to consider
this place according to the objection that has actually
been taken by certain persons to the practice of asking
pilgrims to serve Sri Gaura-kunda and Sri Radha-
kunda at Sridhama Mayapura. Those objectors prob-
ably think that Sri Gaura-kunda and Sri Radha-kunda
are merely tanks that have been made by recent exca-
vation and cannot, therefore, have really anything to
do with either Sri Radhika or Sri Gaurasundara who
appeared on this earth long ago.

But those who make the pilgrimage to Sridhama
Mayapura never suppose that either Gaura-kunda or

Radha-kunda can be any pool of water of this or any
other period, or that bathing in Sri Radha-kunda is
identical with a bath in some ancient tank of the Bri-
tish District of Mathura. Sri Radha-kunda is always
invisible to mortal eyes; and no mortal can ever bathe
in it. But Sri Gaurasundara appeared in the form of
His power in the home of Sri Candrasekhara Acarya.
Sri Caitanya Matha occupies the site of the residence
of Sri Candrasekhara Acarya. Sri Radha-kunda is cer-
tainly to be found in the home of Sri Candrasekhara
by one who seeks a bath in the same. Sri Gaura-kunda
is to be eternally found only in the home of Sri
Jagannatha Misra. Those who have no faith in Sri
Gaurasundara are not likely to understand the say-
ings and doings of His devotees, nor can they ever
attain the sight of the eternal transcendental realm of
the divinity. Faith in Sri Gaurasundara cannot be ob-
tained except by the grace of His bonafide devotees. It
is not the so-called blind faith of the empiricists of this
world to which the reader is asked to subscribe. Nei-
ther is it asserted that true faith is any product of the
so-called empiric knowledge. Spiritual faith on the
contrary, is that perfectly rational disposition of the
pure soul which seeks patiently and unceasingly for
the service of the Absolute Truth. The sincere seeker
of the service of the divinity is alone privileged to be
favored by the sight of the truth for the purpose of
rendering such service.
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Essay on Sri Caitanya-Caritamrita

Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja

This article is the first part of an original hand-written
pre-1965 manuscript, which has been retrieved from a digi-
tal file. Only minor spelling and grammatical corrections
have been made. The published version of this subject mat-
ter can be read in the author’s Caitanya-caritamrita, Adi-
lila, Chapter Four, pp. 104-202.

First Adventure — 4th Chapter.

In this part of the epic, it has been emphatically
stressed that Lord Caitanya appeared Himself for three
principal purposes of His own. The first purpose was
that He wanted to relish the objectivities of Srimati
Radharani who is the prime reciprocator of transcen-
dental love of Sri Krishna. Lord Caitanya being Sri
Krishna Himself, Radharani is the object of love. He
wanted to relish the loving mellow in the position of
Radharani.

The second purpose is that the love affairs of Srimati
Radharani and that of Sri Krishna is a matter of the
highest estimation for the devotees and Sri Krishna
wanted to enjoy such ecstasy of loving service in the
position of Radharani who enjoyed the transcenden-
tal beauty of Sri Krishna. This was only possible by
accepting the mental and physical temperament of Sri
Radharani, and so He wanted to have that taste.

The third purpose was that when Radharari met
with Sri Krishna, the exchange of transcendental mel-
low between the spiritual couple was more pleasing
to Srimati Radharani than to Sri Krishna. Sri Krishna
wanted to know Himself as such—why He was so en-
joyable by Srimati Radharani. He thought wisely that
there must be something in Him which was so much
enjoyable by Srimati Radharani and by which
Radharani’s achievement of transcendental mellow,
was far greater than His. As Sri Krishna, it was impos-
sible for Him to enjoy in the position of Srimati
Radharani because it was completely foreign to Him.

All the above three purposes were in relation with
Srimati Radharani’s objective position. Lord Sri
Krishna wanted to adopt this objective position,
Srimati Radharani, with an aim to relish His own mel-
lows which were concealed from Him, a relish which
was engineered and wound up in Srimati Radharani.

The specific purposes of Lord Caitanya’s appearance
are mentioned above. Other purposes such as to re-
generate the spiritual emancipation of the people in
general, vital to the period of the iron age (Kali-yuga),
as well as to fulfill the desire of Srila Advaita Prabhu
in the matter of Lord Caitanya’s appearance—were all
secondary purposes of His appearance.

Srila Svarupa Damodara Gosvami was the princi-
pal personage amongst Lord Caitanya’s confidential
devotees and from the records of his diary, the above
purposes of the Lord, have been revealed. And this
revelation is confirmed by the statements of Srila Rupa
Gosvami in his various prayers and hymns. In this part
of the epic a clear distinction between lust and love is
made on the basis of ethical principles and by doing
so, it has been established herein as to how sense-grati-
fication of Lord Sri Krishna is basically different from
material lust.

The first sloka in Sanskrit directs that the transcen-
dental features of Lord Sri Krishna can only be ascer-
tained when one is endowed with the causeless mercy
of Lord Caitanya. Lord Sri Krishna being the Absolute
Personality of Godhead, cannot be exposed to the
mundane visionary instruments. He reserves the right
of not being exposed to the intellectual feats of non-
devotees. Notwithstanding this truth Lord Sri Krishna
and His transcendental pastimes in the land of
Vrindavan are easily understood even by a small child,
by the Grace of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

The author, as usual, glorifies the Lord along with
His associates such as Srila Nityananda prabhu, Srila
Advaita prabhu, Gadadhara Prabhu and Srivasa
Prabhu, Who are the principal devotees amongst the
Lord’s innumerable followers. Now, after an elaborate
explanation of the 4th sloka, he proceeds to explain the
5th one out of the fourteen slokas in the original. In the
third chapter of the epic, the purport of the 4th sloka
has been summarized as follows: Lord Sri Krishna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu appeared Himself for the pur-
pose of disseminating the cult of transcendental love
of Godhead as well as to glorify the transcendental
Name of Lord Sri Krishna, which is recommended by
constant chanting in this age of Kali (iron age). That
statement is quite alright, but these reasons of Lord

36

Rays of The Harmonist Vol. III No. I



Fifth Ray % Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai

Caitanya’s appearance are secondary ones. The pri-
mary reasons are as follows. This statement of facts is
necessary to put into sight just to magnify the real
purpose of the Lords” appearance. The magnifying
process is placed as follows:

We have information from the Bhagavad-gita that the
Lord appears at a particular interval of time in order
to adjust time worn maladjustment of spiritual cul-
ture. Since then Lord Sri Krishna appeared, therefore,
at the end of Duapara-
yuga for regenerating
the spiritual culture of
human beings and at
the same time the Per-
sonality of Godhead,
Sri Krishna, was to ma-
nifest His transcenden-
tal pastimes also. Vish-
nu is the authorized
Lord for maintaining
the created cosmos and
He is also the principal
factor to make adjust-
ment in the maladmin-
istration of the cosmic
situation. Sri Krishna is
the Primeval Lord and
He is not meant for
such adjustment of
maladministration.

Sri Krishna appears
only to exhibit His tran-
scendental pastimes in
order to attract the
fallen souls back to
Godhead, back to ho-
me. The two periods,
namely the period of
setting right the malad-
ministration as well as the period of Lord Sri Krishna’s
appearance, coincided at the end of last Dvapara-yuga.
As such Lord Sri Krishna’s plenary portions such as
Narayana; the four protective expansions named: (1)
Vasudeva (2) Sankarsana, (3) Pradyumna and (4)
Aniruddha; all the incarnations of Godhead such
Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Nrsimha, and Vamana who
are parts of the plenary expansions, the periodical in-
carnations, the incarnations of the Manu-age (every
71 x 4300000 years) — all of them merge into the tran-
scendental Form of Lord Sri Krishna and all of them
appear in a total manner. Therefore, when Sri Krishna
appeared, Vishnu, the Lord of maintenance, also

Sri Krishna Caitanya Mahaprabhu with disciples.

merged into Him because all the plenary portions and
parts of the Absolute Personality of Godhead were to
merge in Him during His appearance.

The acts of killing the asuras or the nonbelievers such
as Kamsa, Jarasandha etc., during the period of Lord
Krishna’s appearance, were all done by Vishnu who
was within the Person of Sri Krishna. Such killing of
asuras apparently by Lord Sri Krishna was, as a mat-
ter of course, a side activity. The real purpose of Lord
Krishna’s appearance
was to stage a dra-
matic performance of
His transcendental
pastimes at Brajabhu-
mi, in order to exhibit
the highest limit of es-
chewing transcenden-
tal mellows, by the ex-
change of reciprocal
love of God between
the living entity and
the Supreme Lord.
This reciprocal ex-
change of mellows is
called ‘raga-bhakti’ or
devotional service to
the Lord in transcen-
dental enrapture. Lord
Sri Krishna wants to
make it known to all
the conditioned souls
that He is more at-
tracted by raga-bhakti
than vaidhi-bhakti, de-
votional service in
scheduled regulations.
Lord Sri Krishna is the
embodiment of all the
transcendental mel-
lows. It is said in the Vedas, ‘rasabaisa.” The Absolute
Truth is the reservoir of all kinds of reciprocal ex-
changes of loving sentiments. He is at the same time
causelessly merciful and He wants to bestow upon us
this privilege of ‘raga-bhakti’ and as such He appears
Himself, by His self-same internal energy, without
being forced by any extraneous exertion. He feels like
this, “The whole universe is full with a feeling of ado-
ration for the Lord. But love of God, which is a prod-
uct of such reverential adoration and with a feeling of
an inferiority complex—does not give Him as much
pleasure as He gets by love relieved of all gesture of
aweful veneration”. A devotee who thinks himself in
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inferior complex,— is said to be in the realm of rever-
ential devotion, appreciating the opulence and
omnipotency of the Lord. Lord Krishna does not be-
come much influenced by such reverential devotion.
It is the inherent nature of the Lord that He reveals
Himself before His devotees according to the inherent
devotional service of the living being.

A devotee who thinks of Sri Krishna as his pet son,
or a devotee who thinks of Him as his personal friend,
or a devotee who thinks of Sri Krishna as the most
dear fiancée, and only in such natural affection, the
devotee renders service unto Him. The Lord becomes
more attracted by such devotees. By their displays of
transcendental love of Godhead, the Lord becomes a
subordinate object of love. Such pure love of Godhead
is exclusively unadulterated by any tinge of super
fluous desires than devotion and is unmixed with all
sorts of fruitful action or empiric philosophical per-
spective. It is pure and natural love of Godhead spon-
taneously roused up in the absolute stage. This devo-
tional service is executed in a favorable atmosphere
freed from material affection.

In the fourth chapter of the Bhagavad-gita it is af-
firmed by Lord Sri Krishna that formerly (some 40
crores [400 million] of years before the battle of
Kuruksetra) the mystic philosophy of Gita was once
explained to the Surya-god. The message was received
through a chain of disciplic succession. But in course
of time when the chain was broken by some reason or
other, Lord Sri Krishna appeared again in the battle of
Kuruksetra and taught Arjuna again the self-same
truth of the Bhagavad-gita. The following statement was
made by the Lord in connection with His advent at
that time. He said, “O son of Pritha! All devotees of
Godhead do scrupulously follow the recognized path
chalked out by Me. And I do good to such different
devotees in proportion of their degree of surrender
unto Me.” [Gita 4.11]

What are the processes of the varying degrees of
devotional service? The author of Caitanya-Caritamrita
explains this fact as pure devotional service, (suddha-
bhakti) devotional service (bhakti) and adulterated
devotional service, (vaidhi-bhakti). Therefore there are
three divisions of devotional service in variant degrees.
Devotional service, which is dictated by some desire
for material or spiritual gain or which is covered by
fruitive action, philosophical speculations or mysti-
cism—in other words which is aimed at something not
exactly in the line of satisfaction of the Absolute
Truth—is called vaidhi-bhakti or adulterated devotional
service. Devotional services mixed up in fruitive ac-
tion, philosophical speculation, mysticism or some-

thing mixed up in personal gain, all of them are called
adulterated devotional service. Devotional service per-
formed strictly in conformity with revealed scriptures,
these prescribed devotional services are distinct from
adulterated devotional service. This process of service
is favorable to the satisfaction of the Lord.

And there are those who are spontaneously devoted
to the Lord without any aim of personal gain. They
are called attracted devotees. They are attracted to the
service of the Lord spontaneously and follow the foot-
prints of self-realized souls. They not only follow the
prescribed services but also supercede them if need
be and all of them are conducive to the attainment of
pure devotional service. As such pure devotional ser-
vice is identical with spontaneous devotional service.
This pure devotional service is the facsimile of the
devotional services rendered in the transcendental
realm of Godhead, Goloka, whereas the prescribed
regulation of devotion services is the facsimile of the
transcendental realm of Godhead called by the name
Vaikuntha.

In Vaikuntha-dhama the devotees render service in a
reverential mood whereas in Goloka the devotees ren-
der services in a spontaneous mood. In the spontane-
ous mood only, the Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna
takes more pleasure and therefore He says about the
degrees of services. The degrees of services are men-
tioned therefore in relation with pure, adulterated and
prescribed forms of devotional services.

The degree of pure devotional service is represented
in the activities of the residents of Brajabhumi
(Vrindavan). In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.82.44) the
expression is made by the Lord Himself when He met
the inhabitants of Vrindavan at Samanta-pancaka dur-
ing a solar-eclipse.

During that time the Lord came from Dvaraka and
the inhabitants from Vrindavan luckily met Him there.
The meeting was too much painful for the damsels of
Brajabhumi because Lord Krishna left them apparently
while dociling at Dvaraka. The Lord obligingly ac-
knowledged the pure devotional services of the dam-
sels of Braja, and said as follows: “The life nectarine of
every living being is pure devotional services rendered
for the satisfaction of the Personality of Godhead. Oh
My dear damsels of Braja-dhama, your affection unto
Me is the only means by which you have attained My
favor.”

The Lord said, “My mother (Yasoda-devi) thinks of
Me in filial affection and therefore sometimes she
checks My naughty acts by arresting Me by ropes. She
thinks of Me very insignificantly because I have ac-
cepted her motherly affection. Friends who are at-
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tached to Me in pure friendship do spring up to My
shoulders and think of Me in equal terms without rec-
ognizing My greatness as the Lord. Similarly My lov-
ing damsels sometimes throw upon Me cruel words
in anger, but such vulgar languages from them, full
with love for Me, give Me more pleasure than the
hymns of the Vedas chanted in My account.

Such slang language, by lovable objects upon the
beloved, are significant of pure affection. Where the
beloved is worshiped as the most venerable object by
the devotee, spontaneous loving sentiments are ob-
served to be lacking. The Vedic instructions, for regu-
lating a neophyte devotee lacking in pure love of God-
head, may compare very gorgeously as the face of
spontaneous love of Godhead. But in fact such spon-
taneous pure love of Godhead is far superior in qua-
lity than regulated devotional services. Such pure love
of Godhead is always glorified in all respects to the
reverential devotional services rendered by a less af-
fectionate devotee.

Lord Krishna in the Form of Lord Caitanya educates
His devotees to make progressive development up to
this stage of pure devotional services. As such He ap-
pears periodically as a devotee in order to take part in
various wonderful activities depicted in His sublime
philosophy and teachings.

There are innumerable spiritual planets in the spiri-
tual sky and in all of them the Lord accepts services of
the eternal devotees in a reverential mood. Therefore,
Lord Sri Krishna presents His most confidential pas-
times as He enjoys in His transcendental realm. Such
pastimes are so much attractive that they attract even
the Lord and thus He relishes them in the form of Lord
Caitanya.

Yogamaya is the name of His internal potency by
which He is made to forget Himself and becomes an
instrument and lovable object of His pure devotees in
different transcendental mellows. This yogamaya po-
tency creates a spiritual sentiment in the minds of the
damsels of Braja by which they think of Lord Krishna
as their paramour. This paramorous sentiment is never
to be compared with mundane illicit love by the op-
posite sex. It has nothing to do with sex-psychology
although such pure love of devotees seems to be so.

We must know it for certain that nothing can exist
in this cosmic manifestation which has no counter re-
ality in the spiritual field. All material manifestations
are emanations of the transcendence. The erotic prin-
ciples of amorous love reflected in mixed up values,
may be a perverted reflection of the reality in spirit—
but we cannot make an estimation of the reality with-
out their being sufficiently educated in the spiritual

science. This spiritual love sentiment is conducted by
the yogmaya potency and as such, both Lord Sri Krishna
and the damsels of Braja forget themselves in such
spiritual enrapture. By such forgetfulness only, the at-
tractive beauty of the gopis plays a prominent part in
the transcendental sense-satisfaction of the Lord who
has nothing to do with mundane sexology. And be-
cause spiritual love of Godhead is above everything
mundane, it seems superficially that the gopis have
transgressed the codes of mundane morality. Mundane
moralists are thus perpetually puzzled by this and the
acts of yogamaya are demonstrated by not exposing the
Lord and His pastimes to the eyes of the mundaners.
It is confirmed in the Bhagavad-gita by the Lord, that
He reserves the right of not being exposed to every
one. The acts of yogamaya make it possible that the Lord
and the gopis in loving ecstasy sometimes meet and
sometimes they separate.

These transcendental loving affairs of the Lord are
unimaginable by empiricists who indulge in the im-
personal feature of the Absolute Truth. As such the
Lord appears Himself before the mundaners to bestow
upon them the highest form of spiritual realization, as
well as to relish Personally the essence of it. The Lord
is so merciful that He appears Himself to take back
the fallen souls to home in the Kingdom of Godhead,
where erotic principles of love of Godhead are eter-
nally relished in Their real form, as against the per-
verted sex-love so much adored and indulged in, in
the diseased condition of the fallen soul.

The purpose of displaying rasa-lila by the Lord is
essentially made so that all the fallen souls may give
up their rabid morality and religiosity and be attracted
in the Kingdom of God to enjoy the reality. A person
who actually understands what is rasa-lila, will cer-
tainly hate to indulge in mundane sex-love. So the re-
alized soul after hearing the Lord’s rasa-lila in the
proper channel will result in complete abstinence of
material sex-pleasure. That is the crucial test of it.

[This is the first 6 pages of a brilliantly deep and
penetrating 32 page article, full of profound siddhantas.
The full manuscript is also available in the pre-1965
section of the Folio program —Ed.]
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Sr1 Saci-Tanayastakam
Eight Prayers for St Sacinandana Gaurahari

Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya

1.
ujjvala varana gaura-vara-dehari effulgent; complexion; divine body of golden hue
vilasita niravadhi bhava-videhamtri- enact pastimes; array of; heights of Radhika’s mahabhava
bhuvana pavana krpayah lesam threefold world; purifies; of mercy; by a mere iota
tar pranamami ca Sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sri Saci

Unto He whose divine bodily complexion is an effulgent gold,
Whose array of pastimes enact the heights of Radhika’s mahabhava,
Who by a mere iota of mercy purifies the threefold world,

I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as St Sacinandana.

2.
gad-gad antara bhava-vikarari faltering voice; internal; transformations of bhavas
durjana tarjana nada-visalam persons of wicked mentality; menace; thunderous roar
bhava-bhaya bhatijana karana-karunar fears of mundane existence; dispels; mercy as the cause
tar pranamami ca Sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sri Saci

Unto He who experiences the eight bhavas, such as a faltering voice,
Whose thunderous roars menace persons with a wicked mentality,
Whose mercy is the cause for His dispelling the fears of mundane existence,
I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as St Sacinandana.

3.
arunambara-dhara caru-kapolarit ruddy robe like the newborn sun; adorns; lovely cheeks
indu vinindita nakha-caya-ruciram full moon; defame; radiant, glowing fingernails
jalpita nija guna nama-vinodari chanting of; own virtues; holy names; immense ecstasy of
tam pranamami ca Sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sr1 Sact

Unto He who wears ruddy robes like the newborn sun, Who has lovely cheeks,
Whose radiant, glowing fingernails defame the fullest moon,
Who is immersed in the ecstasy of chanting His own virtues and names,
[ offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as Sri Sacinandana.

4.
caficala caru-carana gati rucirarm moving; charming lotus feet; gait; elegant
manfjira rafijita pada-yuga madhuram small, jingling anklet bells; beautified; lotus feet; sweet
candra vinindita $ttala vadanar moon; defame; cooling; face of
tar pranamami ca Sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sri Saci

Unto He whose charming, moving feet and elegant gait
Are adorned with the sweet sounds of jingling anklet bells,
Whose divine face defames the rays of the cooling moonlight—
I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as Sri Sacinandana.
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5.
dhrta kati dora kamandalu-dandari possesses; waist; loin cloth; waterpot; sannyisa staff;
divya kalevara mundita mundam divine, transcendental; body; shaved head;
durjana kalmasa khandana dandari wicked; sins; vanquishes; sannyisa staff;
tam pranamami ca sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sri Saci

Unto He who possesses a loin cloth, waterpot and sannyasa staff,
Whose divine body and shaven head are so beautiful,
And who vanquishes the sins of the wicked with His danda—
I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as St Sacinandana.

6.
bhiisana-bhii-raja alaka valitari ornament of dust; lock of hair; endowed with;
kampita bimbadhara vara ruciram quiver; lips like red bimba fruit; matured; captivating;
malayaja viracita ujjvala-tilakam sandlewood; made of; shining tilaka;
tam pranamami ca sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sr1 Sact

Unto He whose locks of hair are ornamented by the dust raised by His ecstatic dancing,
Whose captivating lips quiver like matured red bimba fruits,
Whose divine form and forehead shine with tilaka and sandlewood—
I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as Sri Sacinandana.

7.
nindita aruna kamala-dala-nayanari defames; fresh morning sun; lotus flower petals;
ajanulambita $r7 bhuja-yugalam extend to the knees; holy; long arms;
kalevara kaiSora nartana-vesarin form; youthful; dressed like a dancer;
tam pranamami ca sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sri Saci

Unto He whose lotus eyes defame the hue of the new morning sun,
Whose divine, elongated arms extend down to His knees;
Whose divine form is dressed like a youthful dancer—

I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as Sri Sacinandana.

8.
vigalita nayana-kamala jaladharari constantly exude; lotus eyes; streams of tears
bhiisana nava rasa bhava-vikaram ornaments; everfresh; mellows; sentiments of ecstatic love
gati ati manthara nrtya-vilasari gait; deliberate and elegant; divine pastimes of dancing
tam pranamami ca Sri Saci-tanayam unto Him; I offer obeisances; also; Gaurahari, son of Sr1 Sact

Unto He whose lotus eyes constantly exude a stream of tears,
Whose form is ornamented by the everfresh mellows of bhava,
Whose elegant gait accompanies His divine dancing pastimes—
I offer obeisances to Gaurahari — also known as Sri Sacinandana.
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Vrisabhanu-nandini

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja

Excerpt from a lecture given 31 December 1998, Murwillumbah, Australia.

Introduction

The following is the first in a series of three lectures
on the three aspects of Srimati Radharani. Srila Maha-
raja takes reference from the Sanat Kumar Sambhita:

saktih samyogint kama vama saktir viyogini
hladini kirtida putri  caivam radhatrayam vraji

Then, with reference to other scriptures, Srila Ma-
haraja adds his own fathomless realizations to show
the relationship of these three with the three aspects
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His lila in Navadvipa,
Puri, and South India.

In this first lecture He mainly discusses Vrisabhanu-
nandini, the root Radhika in Whom the other two as-
pects, or manifestations, are eternally situated, and he
briefly describes the other two. In the following two
lectures, to be published in the next issues, he concen-
trates on Her two manifestations. Regarding Viyogini
Radhika, that is Radhika Who feels separation from
Krishna after He went to Mathura, Srila Maharaja
shares the details of Krishna leaving Vrindavan, His
breaking the heart of Nanda Maharaja in Mathura af-
ter His killing of Kamsa; and Uddhava's visit to
Vrindavan, and witnessing the pitiful condition of
Nanda Maharaja and the gopis in their mood of tear-
ing separation.

In the third lecture Srila Maharaja concentrates on
Samyogini Radhika, that manifestation Who meets
Krishna at Kuruksetra. He relates the long awaited
meeting of Krishna and Mother Yashoda there, as well
as His message regarding His bhagavat-tattva to the
gopis, and their mentally taking Him back to
Vrindavan. -Ed

! The literal definition of naimittik is "that activity which
takes place due to some cause". It is sometimes called, there-
fore, causal activity. Because this 'cause’ does not exist in
the aprakat realm, i.e. there are no demons there, the demon
killing lilas do not exist there, except as a conception or mood.

Lecture

Those who are doing arcana of Radha-Krishna, on
the path of raganuga, will go to Vrindavan in the heart
of Goloka, and there they will serve Radha-Krishna
conjugal in unnatojjvala-rasa. And those who are wor-
shiping Radha and Krishna, but not in the mood of
this unnatojjvala rasa, not under the guidance of any
gopi, will go to Mathura or Dvaraka and there they
will serve Satyabhama in that part of Goloka.
Satyabhama is a manifestation of Radhika, and so they
will serve Satyabhama and Krishna there. Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has kindly explained
all these truths and a raganuga bhakta sadhaka should
know them.. You should also know that in Goloka
there are three places: 1) Vrindavan, Gokula and
Vraja—these are in the same category. Then 2) Dvaraka
and 3) Kuruksetra and other places.

There are also three aspects of Srimati Radhika. She
is the same Radhika, but Her mood is somewhat
changable. These aspects are: Vrisabhanu-nandini,
Radhika-viyogini and Radhika-samyogini. Who is
Vrisabhanu-nandini? She is always together with
Krishna; there is no separation. She feels some separa-
tion mood when She is doing mana, or when She is in
prema-vaicitya (separation from Krishna felt when They
are both together), or when Krishna goes cow-
herding—only at these times. So Vrisabhanu-nandini
never feels separation, and this is called nitya-lila. It
continues from one morning to the next, from nisanta-
lila (the end of the night pastimes) to all the other lilas
in each twenty-four hour period these are called nitya-
lila. Do you understand? There is no naimittik-lila there'

Three types of Dhamas

There are also three types of dhama manifestations.
The first is prakata, that is, when the dhama and its lilas
are fully manifest in this world. The second is aprakata-
lila sthala, the place of aprakata, transcendence, the spiri-
tual world, where all lilas are eternally manifest, where
nitya-lila is awlays present. And the third is drisyaman-
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dhama, that is, what we see in this earthly Vrindavan
now. At the present time we cannot see Krishna and
Radha, and we cannot see any pastimes. What are we
seeing? Who are we seeing? Covered by maya, we can-
not see any pastimes. We can, however, hear the pas-
times, and then we can understand that, “Oh this is
the same Govardhana which was lifted by Krishna and
this is the same Yamuna.” This is called drisyaman, the
or pre-sent vision of the dhama.

What is prakata dhama? When Krishna descended
here with all His associates, Vraja dhama itself also de-
scended from Goloka Vrndavana. Both dhamas are
one and the same; there is no difference. On one hand
there is no difference at all, and
on the other hand there is some
difference. At the time of Krish-
na's prakata-lila, when He de-
scended and played here, Yoga-
maya connected this earth to
that transcendental ‘earth” pas-
time place. At that time the
beauty of that place, Vrindavan
dhama, was so glorious. All the
nitya-siddha and sadhana-siddha
devotees, could go there and see
Radha and Krishna; and those
who were practitioners, the
sadhakas, as well as those in
bhava avastha, could also go. But
after some years the pastimes
disappeared and were no lon-
ger seen by persons of this
world. Only siddha devotees,
those whose love and affection
have been perfected, can go to
Goloka Vrindavan where they
will stay forever and never have
to return to this world. This is
one difference.

Another difference is that al-
though Vrindavan here in this
world, is the same transcendental dhama, our eyes are
covered with material maya, or in other words
yogamaya has covered the dhama, and we cannot see it
with our material eyes. On the other hand, a very high
class devotee, sometimes gets a glimpse of that apra-
kata-lila.

In that aprakata-lila, there is no birth pastime of
Krishna. Abhimanyu, the husband of Radhika, is also
not there, and there is no going and coming from
Vrindavan to Mathura and Dvaraka. Only abhimana,
the mood or conception of such pastimes is there. For

example, everyone in Vrindavan is under the concep-
tion that Yasoda bore a son, Krishna, but there is no
janma, no birth, in Vrindavan; only Nava Kisora,
Natabara murti Krishna is there, and Radhika is also
there. This is the root substance in Vrindavan. In apra-
kata Vrindavan there is only an idea that Krishna has
gone to Mathura and Dvaraka; at that time the Brija-
basis are thinking, “Oh, this separation is very bad;
we cannot tolerate it.”

In prakata-lila, however, these conceptions have mur-
ti, solid form . In aprakat lila Srimati Radhika thinks
that, “I am married to Abhimanyu,” but this is only a
mood or conception created by Yogamaya. on the other

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja

hand here, in prakata-lila, that conception takes a shape
and everyone can see that, “He is the husband of
Srimati Radhika.” In other words, in this prakata-dhama,
in prakata-lila, everyone can see that Yasoda is giving
birth to Krishna. There, in aprakata, although there is
no janma, everyone thinks hat, “Yasoda had begotten
a child and His name is Krishna; He is Yasoda-
nandana.” They also have the conception that Krishna
has gone to Dvaraka, although actually He has not
gone. They lament that, “Oh, Krishna has gone! He
should not have gone. I am feeling so much separa-
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tion.” Similarly, there is no Kamsa, only some idea of
him. The Brijabasis think, "Oh, if Krishna goes to
Mathura He will fight with Kamsa and Caruna and
Mustika.” There is really no Caruna or Mustika; only
the idea is there, created by Yogamaya. In prakata, how-
ever, these conceptions have taken solid shape, and
have become Caruna, Mustika, Kamsa, Jarasandha and
SO on.

Only a realized person, whose bhajana has come up
to the stage of bhava, can understand these truths. I
am giving only an outline, only for those who want to
advance, for those who have no worldly desires, and
for those who are always thinking of these subject
matters. I'm telling all these things in order to help
them. This is called association.

A man who is always engaged in making money,
who desires pratistha, that is name, fame and all other
worldly attainments, who is always busy in earning
his livelihood, cannot understand all these principles.
I know that devotees of this high class are very rare,
but still I am speaking so that you can hear, and in the
future you may be fortunate enough to attain that
place.

So there is no difference between prakata and
aprakata, but our eyes, covered by mahamaya, cannot
see as such. We have no conception of aprakata lila—
only prakata lila. All the lilas in prakata lila, however are
in aprakata lila, and therefore parakiya lila is also there.
The root is there, and it is pervertedly reflected here in
this world.

Three Aspects of Radhika

I was explaining that Radha has three aspects: As
Vrsabhanu-nandini, Srimati Radhika is never in sepa-
ration; we can think of Their pastimes as nitya-lila asta-
prahara. [One prahara is three hours and so asta, or eight
praharas is twenty-four hours.] We can think for ex-
ample, how Radha is meeting with and serving Krnsa
in nisanta-lila, at the end of night.

After nisanta lila comes pratah lila, in the early morn-
ing pastimes, and then purvahna lila, the pre-noon pas-
times. At this time Krishna is going to graze the cows
and Srimati Radhika and all the other gopis are look-
ing towards Him with their different moods as they
stand in their various hiding places. Then Krishna goes
cowherding, and the gopis go to Radha-kunda and
Kusuma-sarovara to try to meet Him there. They then
engage in pastimes at Surya-kunda and other places.
They steal the vamsi from Krishna and He looks here
and there: “Oh, where is My vamsi? Where is My vamsi?
Have you got it? Do you have it? Do you? Oh, you

have it? I will search and see whether You have taken
it or not!” And sometimes they engage in gambling
pastimes; Srimati Radhika defeats Krishna and all the
gopis clap their hands.

Later, when Krishna returns home from cow-gra-
zing, all the gopis are in Javata. They are looking at
Krishna and performing aratik from the corners of their
eyes. In other words, they are performing aratik with
their side-long glances.

After that they all engage in their sayahna-lila, at
which time Krishna goes to milk the cows after taking
a light evening meal. At this time also, the gopis watch
the beautiful scene. After this Srimati Radhika cooks
something in Javata and sends it to Nandagaon, where
Krishna, along with His father and all His uncles and
friends, takes prasadam. His remnants are then sent to
Srimati Radhika, and later, at midnight, They again
meet. In this way there is never any separation; or, there
is only separation when Krishna goes cowherding or
Srimati Radhika is doing mana or when She experi-
ences prema-vaicittya.

So one Radhika is always with Krishna, and She is
Vrsabhanu-nandini. When Krishna goes to Mathura
however, She is another Viyogini. Viyogini is actually
the same Radhika, but She is a manifestation. After
Mathura Krishna goes to Dvaraka, and this Viyogini
feels separation and laments, “Where is Krishna?”

She is always weeping in the mood of separation,
sometimes at Uddhava-kyari and sometimes at other
places. But this is only in prakata-lila, not in aprakata. In
aprakata there is only the abhimana of Krishna's having
left—no shape. This is because in Goloka Krishna nei-
ther leaves Vrindavan forever, nor for so many years,
like one hundred and eight years. Never. Rather, they
see it like a dream and think that, “Oh, Krishna has
gone.”

The third aspect of Radhika is Samyogini Radhika.
She is that manifestation of Radhika who gives up
Vrindavan and goes to Kuruksetra to meet Krishna
and bring him back. You should understand that
Vrsabhanu-nandini and Viyogini-Radhika never give
up Vrindavan. Never, never, never.

Just as Brajendra-nandana Krishna and Rohini-
nandana Rama (Bala-rama) are always playing in
Vrindavan, never giving it up for a moment, so this
Vrsabhanu-nandini and Viyogini-Radhika also never
leave Vrindavan. Samyogini-Radhika, however, feel-
ing so much separation, viyoga, goes to Kuruksetra to
bring Krishna back to Vrindavan. This is Samyogini-
Radhika.
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Three Aspects of Mahaprabhu

I want to come to the point of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s pastimes. I've explained about Radha-
rani and I have given examples so that you can under-
stand the nature of Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is Krishna who took the beauty and
mood of Radhika. In other words, by taking Her beauty
and mood, Krishna came in the form of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu or Sacinandana Gaura-hari.

Sri Sri Radha- Vznoda Bzharz]z & Mahaprabhu,
Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha, Mathura.

For this reason there are also three aspects of Sri Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu is always in Nava-
dvipa; always. He never leaves. This is why Navadvipa
is called Vrindavan.

Also, in Navadvipa there are nine islands, and in
these nine islands all the twelve vanas, of Vraja are
present :

Vrindavan, Madhuvana, Talavana, Kumudvan,
Bahulavan, Kamyavana, Khadiravana, Bhadravana,
Bhandiravana, Bilvavana, Mahavana, Lahavana. Be-
sides this the twelve upavanas and twelve sakhavanas

are also present, and so altogether thirty-six vanas
are present. In Navadvipa, however, these vanas are
not situated in the same order as in Vrindavan. Some
are here, some are there. Vrindavan, Kamudvana,
Madhuvana, Talavana and so on are situated differ-
ently. Mayapura for example is a combination of
Gokula and Mathura where He took birth. And
Govardhana Hill is in Koladvipa, where our Deva-
nanda Gaudiya Matha is situated. There, rasa-sthali is
located, because there in the lap of Govardhana, rasa-
lila is so high class. Radha-
kunda is there in Ritudvipa,
and Bhandirvana is present in
Modradumdyvipa, which is on
the other side of the Ganges.
In this way all the vanas are
there. None of these vanas are
in Puri, and therefore it is
Navadvipa which is avinnata
(non different) from Vrinda-
van. All of Mahaprabhu’s
nitya-lila pastimes in the eight
praharas (three hour time peri-
ods) are in Navadvipa, and He
never leaves there.

Another reason that Nava-
dvipa is non different from
Vrindavan is that during Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s pas-
times in the very early morn-
ing He remembers the nisanta
pastimes of Radha and Krish-
na and weeps. Then, a little
later in the morning [6:00 —
8:30 a.m.], during pratah-lila,
Caitanya Mahaprabhu medi-
tates on the pastimes of Krish-
na and Radha which take
place at that same time of
morning. Radha is in Javata
and Krishna is in Nandagaon
and They are taking bath, getting dressed and so on.
And Mahaprabhu is always meditating on these pas-
times and weeping. Then, in purvahna-lila, He is medi-
tating on the pastimes of that time, how Krishna is
goes cowherding. Mahaprabhu's whole life goes on in
this way. In Svetadvipa, Goloka Vrindavan, these lilas
are all eternally present. Here, in the Navadvipa mani-
fest in this world Caitanya Mahaprabhu's lila is callad
prakata, and there it is aprakata. There, He does not
have to go to Puri or to Daksina Bharata (South India)
or anywhere else. He is simply playing these asta-kaliya
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lila. In aprakata lila, in Svetadvipa, He has no sannyasa
lila. There is only an idea of it; and here in Navavipa
this idea takes a manifest form.

On one hand Caitanya Mahaprabhu has taken
sannyasa, but on the other hand He cannot leave
Navadvipa, just as Krishna can never leave Vrin-
davan. So who goes to Puri? It is only a manifestation
of Caitanya Mahaprabhu who goes there and takes
sannyasa. Sannyasa is not part of His nitya-lila. Do you
understand? It is like naimitika lila. How? For example,
the birth of Krishna in aprakata lila is naimittika lila, and
the marriages performed in Dvaraka are naimittika lila.
In Vrindavan there is only the idea that Krishna has
taken birth and that He has been married. Similarly,
in Svetadvipa of Nitya Goloka, situated by the side of
Vrindavan, there is no sannyasa-lila—only the mood is
there. That mood, abhimana, takes form here, and Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu thus takes sannyasa and leaves
Navadvipa to go to Puri.

What is Puri? Dvaraka. Why? Subhadra cannot
come to Vrindavan. The sons of Vasudeva, Baladeva
and Vasudeva-Krishna, also cannot come to Vrinda-
van. So only there does Mahaprabhu play the role of
sannyasi. Where? In ‘Dvaraka.” What is the need of Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu going to Puri? This only takes
place in prakata-lila, where that mood has taken shape.
Then, from there He goes to Sri Rangam in South In-
dia, and there He meets with Venkata Bhatta, Gopala
Bhatta and others, and He enacts so many pastimes.
Next He goes to Godavari-tata, the bank of the
Godavari river, and there He meets Raya Ramananda.

In all the pastimes which took place in Puri, Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhu was always in the mood of sepa-
ration. He was always feeling and tasting Radhika’s
moods. You should understand that this is like what I
explained about Krishna in Vrindavan. The Maha-
prabhu of Dvaraka Puri is a manifestation of Maha-
prabhu in Navadvipa. In Navadvipa He is always in
kisora-lila, never taking sannyasa. In Navadvipa He
takes birth, plays with other boys, and is always per-
forming sankirtana; there is no opulence there at all. In
Puri, on the other hand, there is so much opulence.
No one can ever approach Mahaprabhu. They must
go to Raya Ramananda and Svarupa Damodara and
beg permission, and then they can go to Mahaprabhu.
And what is Mahaprabhu doing there? A very big
opulence. No one can act as He does. Navadvipa-lila
is naravata-lila (human-like pastimes) and there in Puri
it is aisvarya-lila. In South India, He meets Raya
Ramananda and He hears something from him. Is
there anything to hear in Navadvipa? All His pastimes
in Navadvipa are naravata-lila, like those of a human

being. In Puri He sometimes becomes like a tortoise,
and sometimes his limbs are stretched out, his joints
disconnected and held together only by His skin. At
that time He becomes so long. This is opulence. No
human being can do like this. So another reason that
Navadvipa-lila is like Vrindavan-lila is that it is
naravata-lila. Therefore this place is the highest of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu's dhamas, and Puri-lila, where
He tastes the moods of Radhika in Gambhira is se-
cond in importance.

Regarding Samyogini, this is when Mahaprabhu
goes to South India. Why will Caitanya Mahaprabhu
go to South India? What is the need? He will never go
there and leave Navadvipa; but when He goes in
prakata-lila He is like samyogini. So we should try to
know all these siddhantas, truths, and then chant and
remember them. You should not exercise your mental
powers, to understand them, otherwise maya will
come. So try to chant more. Whatever I am speaking is
not my view; I am explaining the views of the guru-
parampara, and these are very rarely revealed truths.
You cannot find these very high truths by searching,
but I have given you the essence and some outlines.
After some time you will forget, but those who are
very fortunate, they will not forget. Moreover, although
what I am explaining to you is pure, you cannot take
itin its pure form or pure sense. Your material concep-
tions will cover your understanding. You will try to
understand by your intelligence, but please don’t ex-
ercise your mental speculations. Try to have full faith
and pray that these truths mercifully manifest in your
heart. These facts are true to the highest extent. I don’t
know if in ten or twenty or one hundred or lakhs of
births you can realize all these things, but still I have
given you some outline.
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