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District Judge of Nadia dated 28th December, 1830
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“Nadia ( Navadwip ), ancient capital of
Nadia District,and, the residencc of Laxhan
mifasta crsbiy Sen. According to local legend
the town was founded in 1063 by Laxhan Sen.
Here in the end of the 15th century was born the
great reformer Chaitanya.”

( —Hunter’s.Imperial Gazetteer, 1880. )
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Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol. T afs=
SWrEq evs %918 fafugrga,—“To Baira belongs
el BifBasE  the little town of Mayapur ( near

IFTE the Burdwan boundary ) where I
am told the tomb exists of one Maulana Siraj-
uddin who is said to have been the teacher of
Husain Sha, king of Bengal ( 1494—1522 ).
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= There is large moud still called after Ballal sen.
It was recently dug one Mullah Shahib, who discovered
some barkoese or wooden trays and box containing
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small silver coins. There is also a dighi or lake called
Ballaildighi. It is on the east of the Bhagirathi and on
the west of the Jalangi. The founder Laksman See
built a palace of which the ruins are still extent.”
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Sree Chaitanya’s Birth-Place
Mr. Chanda’s Letcture at Gaubiya Math

At a public meeting held at the Calcutta Gaudiya
Math on sunday last Rai Ramaprasad Chanda Bahadur
read a paper on ‘Location of Chaitany’s Birth-Place’.

Rai Bahadur began by mentioning that some amount
of controversy has been set on foot for some-time regar-
ding the exact Birth-Place of Sree Chaitanya Maha-
prabhu and for the matter of that the location of
Nabadwip, the Oxford of India during the time of Sree
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, He was glad to see that such a
large number of educated Public of the country were
interested as they should be, in this matter of great
public importance. He admitted that though there were a
good amount of literature on the point, some written by
eminent persons well-informed of the Vaishnabic
literature, he thought it wise to take recourse to other
materials in an independent way applying the western
method in which he claims to have gathered some
experience during the last 30 years.

So by tracing the available records of the western
people beginning from the 1gth Century, he attempted
to go back-wards asfar as possible. The historical
and geographical recods left by Sir William Hunter
seem to have concluded that the Bhagirathi of his
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( Hunter's ) time cat the ancient sacred town inte twe,
leaving most of its portions to the east of the river,

First Reveuue Survey

The first revenue survey of this part of the country
was held under the British by Major James Renell from
1764 for several years, Whose surveymap bhas been
published in an enlarged scale by Major F. C. Hirst in
which Nabadwip was shown in Rennell’'s time at the
conflux of Jalangi Just within a mile to the south of
‘Bharadanga’ and about 3 miles te the east of Jannagar,
The plase Jannagar stil existing as well as Bharadanga
which is now commonly known as Bharuidanga.

From an old map of Sri Richard Temple included in
the Diary of William Hedge who was the agent of the
East India Company in 1684 the site of Nabadwip s
shown in the east of the Bhagirathi, From the geogra-
phical desecriptions of a drama named ‘Chaitanya
Chandrodaya’ written dy Kabi Karnapur in 1572 we can
know that the Bhagirathi at that time flowed near
Nabadwip from north to south, Nabadwip lying on the
eastern side and Kulia on the other bank,

Brindabandas in his Chaitanya Bhagabat written
some years after the disappearance of Sree

Chaitanya ( 1534 ) gives us the copious descriptions of
the geographical positions of Nabadwip sri Chaitanya’s
time as well as the relative positions of the neighbouring
places, The tomb and remnants of the place of Chand
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Kazi’ (Moulana Serajuddin), Chaitanya’s contemporary,
lying in Bamanpukur is admitted by all aslike, From the
route through which Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu went
around the then town of Nabadwip with a huge San-
kirtan Procession of the day of chastising Kazi who
forbade holding Sankirtan, we find that Nabadwip at
the time of Sri Chaitanya was not bifurcated by any
river from Ganganagar and Simulia in the north to
Gadigachha and Majidah in the south. The village
Simulia was very near to the place of Kazi,

In the revenue survey map of Thana Krishnagar
published in 1917 and in the Jurisdiction Ilist of
Krishnagar as surveyed in 1849—55, we find the village
named Ganganagar ( Mouza No, I.g ) just adjacent to
the village named Bharadanga or Bharadanga ( Mouza
No, 130 ), This map confirms and corroborates both
the revenue map of Major Rennell and also the accounts
to Chaitanya Bhagabat.

Descriptiou of Chaitanya Bhagabat

Now Nabadwip of Chaitanya’s time must lie in the
vicinity of Bharuidanga and Ganganagar and village
Bamanpukur. The river Kharja at present seems to have
come little to the north  of the place where it flowed
during Chaitanya’s time. The village Gadigachha and
Majidah described in Chaitanya-Bhagabat are stil intact
lying to the east of the Bhagirathi and a little over 3
miles direct to the south from Ganganagr and Bharui-
danga. From the description of Chaitanya Bhagabat

-—3®
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it is found that Mahaprabhu's Sonkirtan Procession
leaving His House after dusk went direct north along
the eastern bank of the Ganges up to Ganganagar
( where it meets the village Tota ) and then leaving the
Ganges went north ward and north-east,

So the course of the Ganges was towards the west
and from this place upto Majidah the Ganges had a
direct southward course flowing just on the western side
of Nabadwip of Mahaprabhu’s time, From the descrip-
tions of Chaitanya Bhagabat it is found to be a proved
fact that Ganganagar lay on the 4th Ghat from Maha-
prabhu’s House, It is quite probable beyond any doubt
that the bathing ghats populous town like Nabadwip
were very close and the Ghat ( Prabhu’s Ghat ) near the
House of Sree Chaitanya was certainly within less than
half a mile tothe south of Ganganagar.

Now the attempt of drag the Birth-Place of Sree
Chaitanya to any place in Bablary Dewanganj which is
about 4 miles from Ganganagar and Bharuidanga and
consequently diverting the courses of the Bhagirathi to
the west of it is against all probabilities and contrary to
the decriptions of the authorities quoted above. So
this inference may be dismissed as idle.

—Forward, dated May 11, 1934
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