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The Bhagavat like all religious works and philosophicab
performences and writings of great men has suffered from
the imprudent conduct of useless readers and stupid critics.
The former have done so much injury to the work that they
have surpassed the latter in their evil consequence. Men
of brilliant thoughts have gone through the work in quest
of truth and philosophy, but the prejudice which they had
already imbibed from its useless readers and their conduct,
prevented them from making a candid investigation. Not
to say of other people, the great genius of Raja Ram Mohan:
Roy, the founder of the sect of Brahmoism, did not think
it worth while to study this ornament of the religious
library. He crossed the gate of the Vedanta, as set up by
the Mayavada construction of Shankaracharyya, and preferred
to chalk his way out to the unitarian form of the Christian
faith, converted into an Indian appearance. Ram Mohan
Roy was an able man. He could not be satisfied with the
theory of illusion contained in the Mayavada philosophy of
Shankar. His heart was full of love for Nature. He saw
through the eye of his mind that he could not believe in
his identity with God. He ran out from the bounds of
Shankar to those of the Koran. There even he was not

satisfied. He then studied the pre-eminently beautifyl
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‘precepts and history of Jesus, first in the English translations
and at last in the original Greek, and took shelter under
the holy banners of the Jewish Reformer. But Ram Mohan
Roy was also a patriot. He wanted to reform his country
in the same way, as he reformed himself. He knew it fully
that truth does not belong exclusively to any individual
man or to any nation or particular race. It belongs to God,
and man whether in the Poles or on the Equator, has a right
to claim it as the property of his Father. On these grounds
he claimed the truths inculcated by the Western Saviour
as also the property of himself and his country-men, and
thus he established the Samaja of the Brahmos independently
of what was in his own country in the Beautiful Bhagavat.:
His noble deeds will certainly procure for him a high position
in the history of reformers. But then, to speak the truth,
bhe could have done more if he had commenced his work
of reformation from the point where the last reformer in
India left it. = % Suffice it to say, that the Bhagavat did not
attract the genius of Ram Mohan Roy. His thought, mighty
though it was, unfortunately branched off like the Ranigunj
line of the parent Railway, from the barren station of
Shankaracharyya, and did not attempt for an extension
from the terminus station of the great Bhagavat-expounder
of Nadia. We do not doubt that the progress of time will
correct the error, and by a further extension the branch

* This is gathered from what Ram Mohan Roy told the public in
the prefaces to the three dissertations, which he wrote about the

precepts of Jesus as compiled by him from the Gospels and in answer
to Dr. Marshman, the Serampore Missionary.
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line will lose itself somewhere in the main line of progress.

We expect such attempts in an able reformer of the followers
of Ram Mohan Roy.”

—The Bhagavat : Its Philosophy, Its Ethics & Its Theology.
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