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FOREWORD

One of the most profound aspects of the thought
of India, as part of its speculations in the domain of
higher philosophy and the Ultimate Reality, has been its
criticism of literature in its intent, its scope and its
expression. Indian Dramaturgy, Indian Poetics, Indian
Acsthetics are among the finest productions of the Indian
mind ; and, as in all other branches of Indian thought,
in its desire to go to the fundamentals, we have here
a great system of original endeavour to unravel the
mystery of literary and aesthetic enjoyment and to find its
rationale. Indian Poetics, seeking to channel a scholar’s
thought in analysing literary sentiment and aesthetic
appreciation, and to find out the bases of the mystic
appeal, in its beginnings goes back to the close of the
Vedic period, about the 10th century B.C., some 3000
years from now. A few Vedic passages from the Rig-
Veda and other Vedic literature give us some attempts
at explaining the nature of the rapture that is behind
all artistic appreciation—of the nature of Rasa and of
Ananda which are the concomitants of creative literature
that moves the mind and even the spiritual being of man.
Here and there in Vedic literature, in the Brahmanas and
the Upanishads, we have suggestive passages relating
to the understanding and enjoyment of the expression
of the human personality through the spoken word, which,
when recorded, gives us written literature. We come
down to the second half of the first millennium B.C. when
we have the first systematised speculations on Indian
Poetics and Aesthetics in the writings of Sage Bharata,
.which belong to the centuries round about Christ, but
their bases may go back to the middle of the first
millennium before Christ. From after Bharata, we have
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a long series of writers on poetics and literature which
forms one of the glorious chapters of Indian mental
culture. The most sophisticated period of the study of
literature then came up during the second half of the
first’ millennium after Christ, after great works like
the Mahabharata and the Ramayana and the Pali Jatakas
and the Sanskrit literature of the Buddhists, and liter-
ary celebrities like Asva-ghosha, Bhasa, Kalidasa,
Banabhatta and Bhavabhuti had brought their original
contributions to extend the scope of creative literature in
Sanskrit. We have then a great authority on Poetics
like Ananda-vardhana and then Abhinava-gupta, Raja-
sekhara and Mammata ; and then during the first half
of the second millennium A.D. we have one of the greatest
writers on Poetics in Sanskrit—Visvanatha Kaviraja.

The present work from the able pen of Professor
Bimala Kanta Mukherji may be described as quite an
outstanding one in the study of Indian Poetics through
Visvanatha Kaviraja’s Sahitya-Darpana, through the
medium of Bengali. We are fortunate in getting some
good editions of almost all the authoritative works of
Indian Poectics and Aesthetics, beginning with Bharata’s
Natya-Sastra, by Indian scholars; and then we have
also the Bengali renderings { with the original Sanskrit
text in Bengali characters ) of some of these great
writers. Some years ago the Bengali language has been
enriched by an edition of the Dhvanyaloka of Ananda-
vardhana and of the Locana of Abhinava-gupta by
Professors Subodh Chandra Sen Gupta and Kalipada
Bhattacharyya ( Galcutta, 1950 ). And now we are very
happy to find that we have in the present work from
Professor Bimala Kanta Mukherji a very fine and useful
edition of the Sahitya-Darpana, giving the text in Bengaii
characters with a Bengali translation and a commentary
on the same by Rama-Charana Tarkavagisa.

The publication of this book is of very great scholarly
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importance for the study of Sanskrit thought and culture
in Bengal. Visvanatha Kaviraja has been looked upon
as one of the greatest authorities of Indian Poetics.
To quote an observation made by Mahamahopadhyaya
Hara-Prasad Sastri on the Sahitya-Darpana :

“The Sahitya Darpana by Visvanatha is the most
remarkable work on Sanskrit rhetoric...... ... The old
idea of writing works for discipline of composition either
in poetry or prose stuck to the Alankara-Sastra almost
to the end. But Visvanatha, with a true appreciation
of poetry, gave to Kavya a definition which is on all
fours with Poetics. 'In this definition he takes no note
of rhetoric or discipline of composition™.

As a matter of fact his definition is this :—

Vakyam rasatmakam Kavyam—i.e. where there is no
rasa, i.e. no aesthetic enjoyment, there is no kavya.

Dr. P. V. Kane also observes that ‘the greatest
merit of the Sahitya-Darpane is that it presents in the
compass of a single work a full and complete treatment
of the science of rhetoric in all its branches. Most
Sanskrit writers on Sahitye, such as Dandin, Mammata
and Jagannatha, leave out the treatment of Drama-
turgy. The Sahitya-Darpana however contains a thorough
disquisition on the technicalities of the dramatic art, and
forms, together with the Natya-Sastra of Bharata and
the Dasarups of Dhananjaya, a triumvirate in the
domain of Sanskrit drama. Another merit of the work
is that it is written in simple and flowing style.

Being such an important and valuable work, it
naturally obtained the highest esteem from interested
scholars for all these centuries after it first came out;
and the Sahitya-Darpana is one of the most widely read
treatises on Indian Poetics and Aesthetics. It is studied
in Bengal and in other parts of India, and there are
also some good commentaries on it. The commentary
of Rama-Charana Tarkavagisa, a Bengali scholar of
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about 1700 A.D., is well known. We are indeed very
grateful to Prof. Bimala Kanta Mukherji for making
this great work available in a very fine edition, where
the Sanskrit text with commentary and Bengali tran-
slation is incorporated in a convenient volume. The
translation is very well done, and it reads well, and both
specialists and ordinary persons interested in the subject
will find it useful and helpful. It would be a convenient
volume to dip into for easy reading and full under-
standing at the same time.

There is a certain amount of diversity of opinion
about the date of Visvanatha Kaviraja. He belongs
to Orissa, and the contribution of Orissa to Sanskrit
learning and to all other branches of Indian culture has
been very great indeed. The present work, among a
number of others, is a case in point. Dr. Sushil Kumar
De, whose great work ‘‘the History of Sanskrit Poetics”
in 2 volumes (2nd revised edition, Calcutta 1960 ),
which is an acknowledged authority on Sanskrit Poetics
in both its history and its ideas, was of opinion that
Visvanatha Kaviraja flourished during the first half of
the 14th century ( round about 1300 to 1350 ). But Sri
Kedarnath Mahapatra in his work on ‘“Contribution
of Orissa to Saunskrit Literature’, forming a 200-page
introduction to his Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit
Manuscripts in the Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar,
Vol. 2, following Mahamahopadhyaya Hara-Prasad Sastri
and others, has given proof that Visvanatha flourished at
least a century later—he lived during the first half of
the 15th century, i.e. to say about one hundred years
later than the date proposed by Dr. Sushil Kumar De.

Visvanatha Kaviraja was a most remarkable person.
Not only was he a great scholar of Sanskrit, a poet
and a philosopher in one—one might say—but he was
also a statesman and an important officer in the court
of the ruling King of Orissa at the time—Gajapati
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Nissanka Bhanu Deva. In this respect, he may be com-
pared with some other great Brahman scholar-statesmen
who flourished in other parts of India at different times.
We can think of Kautilya or Chanakya, the renowned
author of the Artha-Sastra ( 4th century B.C.), and then
the two illustrious brothers Madhava and Sayana, famous
for having preserved for posterity the traditional inter-
pretation of the bulk of Vedic literature, who at the same
time were great administrators and fighters, and helped
the two brothers Harihara and Bukka to found the
Vijayanagara Kingdom which for two centuries and a
haif became the bulwark for Hindudom in the Deccan
and South India against the combined onslaught of
Muslim powers from North India and the Deccan, which
started with the foundation of the Bahmani kingdom in
1347.

I personally feel very much benefited by this work,
and I look forward to reading it and consulting is,
for the satisfaction of my own literary and scientific
interest, for “Inner Happiness of the Mind” ( Svantae-
Sukhaya ), as the great poet of the Ramacharita-Manasa,
Tulasidasa, had said. I wish Prof. Bimala Kanta
Mukherji every distinction in his great work of popu-
larising through Bengali our most important Sanskrit
classics ; and I feel certain that his work will be received
everywhere with all the honour and appreciation that
it fully deserves,

Calcutta Suniti Kumar Chatterji
15. 5. 1969 ( National Professor of India
in Humanities )
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“Looking at the question from another point of view,
we may classify the system of Poetics broadly into
(1) Pre.Dhvani, (2) Dhvani and (3) Post-Dhvani
systems, taking Dhvani theory as the central land-
mark”. ‘

( H.S.P p.p. 328)

A3 By BT (7 weRPINF fifen Wy
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@ Y RN | @Felta sy fafen @Eiaren
i Schools @7 Tesife z3altz | T3 FEWANR WASY € T3
TN FAE (F—TOLAE 9% FINET TP € LGAUS IFHA A
PR A | 9THF 3 GRS AFA—

“Many of our modern writers have considered it
advantageous to speak of the divergence of the
different writers as being capable of being classified
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in the Western fashion, such as the Alamkara School,
the Riti School or the Dhvani School. I am forced to

sound a dissenting note to this mode of classification.
( H.S.L. p. 574 ).

T FAATAT (7 AZIEI AfGTS 23re7—

The convenience of this classification is obvious, but
it is doubtful whether we may safely apply the term
“School” to indicate affiliation to a particular system of
opinion, when we consider that one has to admit a
great deal of mutual and ( to a certain extent ) inevi-
table contamination of the different ““Schools’ which
makes the existence of any particular school, by itself,
almost impossible. Thus the Dhvani school admits
Rasa and Alamkidra as important factors of poetry
which are thus not exclusively monopolised by the
so-called Alamkara and Rasa schools. It is doubtful
again, if a Rasa School, properly so called was at all
founded by Bharata or a similar school by Bhamaha.
All that we can say is that Bharata and Bhamaha
laid stress on the elements of Rasa and Alamkara
which became in course of time established ideas in
the realm of poetics. As a rule, each great writer who
puts forward, consciously or unconsciously, a new
theory, takes over from his predecessors those ideas
which have stood the test of criticism and which he

can combine in a self-consistent system of his own,
( H.S.P. pp, 328-30 )
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“The Rasa came to be considered as the essence
(atman ) of poetry ; and in order to harmonise it in
poctic theory, the new school evolved a theory of sug-
gestion ( Dhvani ) as the means of its expression. Not
satisfied, however, with working up the concept of
Rasa into their system, the new theorists devoted them-
selves to the examination of the already accumulated ideas
of Alamkdra and Riti ( with its constituent of Guna ann
Dosa ) with a view to corvelate them to the nmew ideal
Dhvans ( and Rasa ) and thus by synthesis evolve a compre-
hensive theory of Poetics.
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“The Commentary of Abhinavagupta occupies
in the Alamkira literature a position analogous to
that of Patanjalis’ Maha-Bhasya in grammar or Sam-
karacharyya’s bhasya on the Vedanta Siitra.

TR FILAFNT SETBA QAT G52 GFRIT 790
Ff7l fofq IPTIRA—

“In the Alamkara literature, the Kavya Prakisa
occupies a unique position. It sums up in itself all
the activities that had been going on for centuries in
the field of Poctics, while it becomes itself a fountain-
head from which fresh streams of doctrines issue forth. Like
the #1133 ©fF in Vedanta or the ITI1Y in grammar,
the Kavya Prakafa becomes a starting point for future
exegies and expansion.”
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Poetics &tz “Mammata and the new School’_—-:ﬁm
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“It is important, however, to note that . although
this new School (#3jf:, W4t5T: ) accepts in the main
the general position of the Dhvani School, it is yet
not entirely free from the influence of older Schools.
It betrays a lurking regard for older writers and brings
back rightly or wrongly some of the old ideas inio the
elaboration of its own theory of poetry. It is difficult for
these reasons to take these writers in a lump and affiliate
them directly to the Dhvans School. Mammata’s definition
of poetry, for instance, is not altogether free from the
influence of the views of such older writers as Vamana ;
Ruyyak follows Udbhata and Kuntaka extensively
in his detailed analysis of poetic figures; Visvanitha
clearly betrays the influence of the Rasa School on
his own system, while Jagannatha revived in a new
form the old definition of poetry given by Dandin.

©2 (v 3%t3 reactionary tendency 3fEg| SrEy FRAita
GR IRAANEA—B2I M2 i AFIFS! fAfzs IBINE |

—*“is interesting as indicating that they were
not unconscious of the importance of the earlier views
as they were not entirely content with the clear-cut
scheme of the Dhvanyiloka; a fact which go to
demonstrate, to some extent, that want of originality
8 o charge which cannot be brought in its entirely against
these followers of the finally dominant Dhvani System.”

~ | (H.S.P.217)
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ST ML FIILIAT 93 T AT
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“In this stanza, Mammata claims that different topics,
expounded by his predecessors in different works
have been brought together and treated by him within
the campus of a single book so skillfully that ¢ presents
the appearence of an organic whole and not that of a
paich-work.”’

( sryez—Edited by sits&s17313 )
* TG @fae MIGAT T Szl wgaferd RsE

&7d IR | woaq SN @7 A—

The ordinary treatises like the Kavyprakasa or
Sahitya Darpan generally consist of ten chapters and
they generally deal with the following subjects (1)
Definition of Kavya, whether it is necessarily didactic
or not (2) the threefold signification of words—primary,
secondary or implicatory, (3) the nature of poetic
emotion, (4) the nature of implicatory sense of a
higher or lower order (5) the special qualities of
literature, their defects, their style, their adornments.?

(>) H.S.L.(Das Gupta & De. p. 517 )
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“The Indian theorists have almost neglected the most

important part of their task, a nature of the definition
of the subject as a product of mind of the poet ; this.
problem is the main issue in Western aesthetics—S. K. De
Intoduction to [HERNRS p xx. @2 &7 ATFEI—Some
Problems of Sanskrit Poetics pp 55—57 ®83 |
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“Its greatest merit is that it presents in the
compass of a single work a full and complete treat-
ment of the science of rhetoric in all its branches.
Most Sanskrit writers on Sahitya; such as Dandin,
Mammata and Jagannith, leave out the treatment of
dramaturgy. The Sahitya Darpan however contains
a thorough disquisition on the technicalities of the
dramatic art and forms, together with the Natya- .
Sastra of Bharat and the Dagaripa of Dhananjoy,
a triumvirate in the domain of Sanskritjdrama®.

Aoz AGHIEAZ AAT ATOME Sl e
ST TSR BEAES @l | GANe g FeT—ETHE
O BBl S —gBAIAE | gAY SlzfE seridiE



Soizafas] /e

17~ i AR ©F '@ TUF JN@ Ao TEANA

e P 79 € WAPRTSH 73 (HAS S i
Tfbepe I SwTe FEAET 1 AGHS INAA ATY &
Tl g ol ey Sfeordatgd Toignad FEaNe |
wols @F SRONTT MR AGpIER T IS

foral wfenrne Afeera— ,
“QUBIR ArEmew oI AfF A BN g9k, epERen R

A1 A ABY @3 5 WM FIERH, ABEE @ wm,
FRNT B AOPEIRREREITT WA SQIATEE | .

AP B AR 17
AFEAET  AE  (ORER  AATOIIOGAC AR

AL & bif7 @3t e wMEABA =z | RFIAIE @sta-
FE-CNTIER TOW GFA0 155 390F T SATAI6A|
AT | AWEI THFNIT T S Sfafe zEanE 1 -
AL #1F EAeAw FAGHFIN AGTHP v Al sigroe
apE fEE Aerval I | T ABHE  FRMEE
WGEE FEA MO ATHNET SREIES A
AR (I R @B 71 FFECS Al |-

AGMIET BT SISAGHITE  HFA  erIpifarsas
Boigiay 1 AGEE  @WfFet,  w@ifrs, s, iR e
7ifge wfong, SRe), AGS, FHF e Meh Ife, Rel,
e 8 FGiFereRAs Affe, TRET SEIIET @
etAfFSRSe, A%AfE, A% N7Fl, A6 AFEA [LATHFH,
Ag-ofide fAfen eoElRER ¢ ARy, TEFE-AARE
R G @ SRR (Ao, TSNP AL
st TR @ CETifAes @a WAl ey REE Ry
g @3 WiFEay ARAE ATeERe] W Sl
B YL AW FAAA—



Yo Aifgemsfd

“This work is probably unique in the world’s
literature on dramaturgy. Hardly any work on dra-
maturgy in any language has the comprehensiveness,
the sweep and the literary and artistic flair of the Natya

astra.
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“The Sahitya Darpana bases its treatment of
dramaturgy to a great extent on Dhananjoy’s work
and repeats verbatim or with minor variations a
large number of its section. ( Haas’s Translation
of D.R.—Intro. pp. 28 ).
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(3>) The majority of the Nibandhas including
the justly famous Kavya Prakas, if not everyone of them;
.-+, does not enunciate any new principle apart from the
tradition they inherit. The worth of a work is to be judged

by its novelty of treatment. --- So far as originality in
Jagannath is concerned, we have to trace it to his method
of discrimination ( vicira ). -.-More than this cannot be

claimed for him and self-sufficient though he was, he has
not put forward any claimtherefor” ( S. P. Bhattacharya—
S. 1. Pp.17)

(k) P.V.Kane—H. A. L. p. 291. Also S. K. De.

(®) Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts—
Sri K. N. Mahapatra.
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“The Sahitya Darpana is really superior to the Kavya
Prakasa because of its treatment of the science of rhetoric in all
its branches, ils systemalic exposition of topics, its clear and
precise definitions and its easy and flowing style”.®
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