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DEDICATION

We present this Vaisnava calendar as a humble offering
into the lotus hands of our most worshipful gurudeva,
nitya-lila-pravista om visnupdda astottara-sata-sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja.

Throughout his life, he perfectly practised all aspects of
Gaudiya Vaisnavism as enunciated by the six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana and their devoted followers, our ripanuga Gaudiya
guru-varga. He then educated those who took shelter of him, so
that the dignified tenets of this devotional science are not lost
in times to come.

He specifically ordered the calculation of this Vrndavana
Vaisnava calendar. To enhance the devotees’ understanding of
the calendar, some basic elements of its various aspects have
also been included herein.

Gaudiya Vedanta Publications Team
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[The following is based on the Bengali pafijika's preface, written by nitya-Iila-
pravista om visnupdda astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja and Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama Gosvami Maharaja.]

PREFACE

It is by the causeless mercy, instruction, direction and inspiration
of our Srila Gurudeva, nitya-lila pravista om visnupdda astottara-sata
Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Nardyana Gosvami Maharaja, that we are
able to present this Vaisnava calendar. This calendar proclaims the
unalloyed tenets and practices followed by the Ripanuga Vaisnavas
— the one-pointed followers of SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu — and it has
been compiled in accordance with the line of thought of jagad-guru
om visnupdda astottara-$ata Sr1 Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada.

In this calendar, the dates (tithis) have been calculated in
accordance with the tenets of the Gaudiya Vaisnava Gosvamis, that
is, according to Sri Hari-bhakti-vildsa, which states that it is absolutely
necessary to consider whether the tithis in which Sr1 Hari resides
(known as Hari-vasara, such as Ekadasi, and Janamastami), the tithis
for vratas (such as Caturmasya-vrata, Urja-vrata) and the appearance
and disappearances tithis of Vaisnava mahajanas, are mixed or pure.
“Pdrvaviddha sada tydjya paraviddha sada grahya — tithis that mix
with the previous tithi are always to be discarded, and tithis that mix
with the following tithi are always to be accepted” (Sri Hari-bhakti-
vilasa).

Adhering to this idea, we have, to the greatest possible
extent, tried to present this calendar without error. Furthermore,
by observing in the company of Vaisnavas the appearance and
disappearance festivals of SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s associates and
devotees and becoming familiar with their sublime life and precepts,
one will be inspired to make progress on the path of pure sadhana-
bhajana.

May the suddha Vaisnavas find this calendar useful and bestow
their merciful blessings upon us. This is our prayer at their lotus
feet.
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Understanding the Vaisnava Calendar
Basic Concepts Regarding Suddha (pure) and Viddha (mixed) Tithis

Determining vrata days in the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition

The Gregorian calendar, used by society at large, is a solar based calendar,
in which there are seven days in a week and 365 days in a year. One extra day
(February 29) is added every 4 years. As a result, on any particular day of the
year, the sun is approximately at the same degree in the zodiac. As seen from
the earth, it takes one year for the sun to traverse the entire zodiac.

Gaudiya Vaisnavas use a lunar calendar, which is based on the changing
phases of the moon. The system for determining the day to celebrate festivals
and observe vratas is based on this lunar calendar, which follows the rules
for calculation delineated in SrT Hari-bhakti-vildsa.

Tithi

There are 360° in the celestial zodiac. The moon is seen traveling against this
360° backdrop of the zodiac. Once every 27.32 days, the moon returns to the
same position in the zodiac. The sun is also seen in motion, travelling against this
same 360° backdrop. But the sun travels much slower, completing its rotation
once a year. Since the moon moves faster, it meets with the sun every 29.53
days — approximately twelve times a solar year. When the sun and the moon are
at the same point (degree) in the zodiac, it marks the end of the Amavasya tithi.
Thereafter, every progressive 12° distance of the moon from the sun is the next
tithi. For example, 0° to 12° is Pratipada tithi, 12° to 24° is Dvitiya and so on, and
168° to 180° is Plrnima tithi. Thus on Plrnima tithi, you will see that the sun sets
in the west and the moon rises in the east around the same time, 180° opposite.
From 180° to 192° is the Pratipada tithi of the dark fortnight, and so on.

Therefore, a tithi is defined as the distance between the sun and the moon
against the backdrop of the zodiac. So, 360 degrees divided by twelve means
that there are thirty tithis per lunar month. This means there are fifteen tithis
between the end of the Amavasya tithi (0°) and the end of Pirnima tithi (180°).
This is the bright fortnight, or the the waxing phase, as it grows from a non-existent
dark moon to a full moon. This bright fortnight is known as gaura-paksa or sukla-
paksa. And there are fifteen tithis between the end of the Plrnima tithi (180°) and
Amavasya tithi (360° or 0°, as one revolution has been completed). This is the dark
fortnight, or the waning phase, as it transitions from a full moon (pdrnima) to dark
moon (amavasya). This dark fortnight is known as krsna-paksa.

These lunar days, or tithis, however, are not of equal length, mainly due to
the complex speed of the moon’s movements in relation to the earth. For this
reason, lunar tithis do not correspond to the days and the nights of the solar
calendar. A tithi may last from 22 to 26 hours, depending on the speed of the
moon, which varies during its orbit as it moves closer to or further away from
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the sun. That means when the speed of the moon is fast, it can move 12°in a
shorter time, and when it is slow, it will move 12° in a longer time.

A tithi, or lunar day, may start any time of the day or night. But, as per the
Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, the tithi that is in effect at sunrise is considered
the “civil” tithi for that particular day. Thus, whichever vrata is connected with
that tithi is observed on that day. For example, if Ekadasi tithi ends ten minutes
after sunrise, we still consider that day to be Ekadasi. There are special rules for
observing Ekadasr tithi. If Ekadasi tithi starts within brahma-muhdrta (within
96 minutes before sunrise), it is to be rejected as impure as it is mixed with
dasami, and fasting is to be observed the following day.

Global Calculations

A tithi begins or ends at the same moment all over the world. For example,
if a paficami-tithi begins at 11 a.m. in time zone 0, then it begins at 4:30 p.m. in
the Indian time zone (+5:30). And it begins at 3 a.m. in time zone (-8).

The sunrise time, however, varies from place to place, depending on a
location’s latitude and longitude. Within the same time zone, the sunrise time
will differ according to each location. For example, the Navadvipa sunrise is
approximately 40 minutes earlier than the Vrndavana sunrise. This difference
varies, however, depending on the time of year.

The Gregorian calendar day starts at midnight and ends the following
midnight, but the Vaisnava calendar day starts at sunrise and ends the
following sunrise.

Sunrise to sunrise is approximately 24 hours. Thus, every month at some
location in the world, it is observed that a tithi that is longer than 24 hours will
be present for two consecutive sunrises. It is also observed that a tithi that is
shorter than 24 hours may not touch a sunrise. That is, it starts after sunrise
and ends before the next sunrise. This only happens if a tithi starts and ends
close to sunrise. If a tithi starts in the middle of the day, this will not happen. It
is very location-dependent.

Vrddhi-tithi

A tithi that begins before one sunrise and ends after the next sunrise —
thus extending two sunrises — is called a vrddhi-tithi. In other words, a tithi
in which sunrise occurs twice, thereby occupying two solar days, is a vrddhi-
tithi. Vrddhi is a Sanskrit word meaning “expanded” or “increased”.

Ksaya-tithi

A tithi that begins after one sunrise and ends before the next sunrise is
called a ksaya-tithi. In other words, during a ksaya-tithi, sunrise does not occur
even once. It may not touch any sunrise at all. For this reason, it does not even
appear as a day in the lunar calendar. Ksaya means “diminished” or “lost”.
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A ksaya-tithi, in most cases, is not considered appropriate for observing
any Gaudiya Vaisnava vrata or appearance and disappearance festival.

Lunar and solar years, months and tithis

The lunar year, made up of twelve lunar months, is eleven days shorter
than the solar year. As the years pass by, the lunar calendar runs ahead of
the actual seasons by days and months. For example, sometimes Vasanta-
paficami, which usually falls in February, falls in January. To adjust this, an
extra month, called adhika-mdsa or Purusottama mdsa, is added to the lunar
calendar approximately every three years, thus aligning it with the solar
calendar again.

The traditional names of the lunar tithis are as follows, starting from the
first day: pratipat (1%), dvitiya (2™), tritiya (3), caturthi (4"), paficamr (5%),
sasthi (6%), saptami (7%), astamr (8"), navami (9%), dasami (10%), ekadast
(11%), dvadasi (12%), trayodasi (13%), caturdast (14%), amavasyd (dark
moon), pdrnima (full moon).

These names are used for both the waning and waxing phases of the
moon. The exception is the dark moon and the full moon, of course, as each
concludes one half of the month.

In the lunar calendar, the phase of the moon is mentioned, to more
clearly identify the lunar day. As stated, the waning phase is called krsna-
paksa, or the dark fortnight, and the waxing phase is called sukla- or gaura-
paksa, or the bright fortnight. For example, the phase gaura-pratipada refers
to the first lunar tithi of the waxing phase of the moon, the day following
amavasya.

The traditional names of the twelve months, starting with the first month
of the year, are as follows: Vaiéakha, Jyestha, Asadha, Sravana, Bhadra, Aévina,
Kartika, Agrahayana or Margasirsa, Pausa, Magha, Phalguna and Caitra.

Based on scriptural evidence, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada has devised a lunar calendar using the names of Bhagavan
ST Hari, for the days of the month, the phases, the months, and the
constellations. The most commonly known names are those of the months,
and they correspond with the previous list as follows: Madhusidana,
Trivikrama, Vamana, Sridhara, Hrsikeéa, Padmanabha, Damodara, Kesava,
Narayana, Madhava, Govinda and Visnu.

In this lunar calendar, prepared by Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati Thakura,
however, the year does not begin with month of Vaisakha but with the day
following Lord Caitanya’s appearance on the Phalguni pdrnima. Therefore,
the first month of the Gaudiya Vaisnava year is Visnu (Caitra). Each lunar
month ends on plrnima tithi. The years are also calculated from the birth
year of Lord Caitanya (1486 AD). Thus the lunar year beginning March 2025
to March 2026 AD is 539 $ri Caitanya era.
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Pure and impure tithis A
In SrT Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 24.341-342), Sriman Mahaprabhu
says to Srila Sanatana Gosvamt:

ekadast, janmastami, vamana-dvadast
Sri-rama-navami, ara nrsimha-caturdast

ei sabe viddha-tyaga, aviddha-karana
akarane dosa, kaile bhaktira lambhana

Vratas such as Ekadasi, Janmastami, Vamana-dvadasi, Rama-navami and
Nrsimha-caturdast must be performed on the aviddha (Suddha — unmixed, or
pure) tithis, discarding the viddha (mixed, or impure) tithis. All these should be
described. By observing all these vratas on pure tithis, bhakti is attained and
nourished, and if one is not careful to observe them, one will be negligent in
executing devotional service and will make many mistakes.

Therefore, Srila Sanatana Gosvami has stated in Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa,
“pdrvaviddha sada tyajya paraviddha sada grahya — [For any vrata,] if a
particular tithi happens to be pdrva-viddha, then it is always to be rejected,
whereas a para-viddha-tithi is always to be accepted.”

Purva-viddha and para-viddha

There are two types of pdrva-viddha: (1) arunodaya-viddha and 2)
stryodaya-viddha.

(1) When the vrata-tithi mixes with the previous tithi during the time of
arunodaya”, or the brahma-muhirta (generally, within 1 hour 36 minutes
before sunrise), it is known as arunodaya-viddha.

(2) When the vrata-tithi mixes with the previous tithi after sunrise, that
is, when the previous tithi crosses the sunrise and touches the vrata-tithi, it
is known as sdryodaya-viddha.

To determine an Ekadasi vrata, only the arunodaya-viddha is to be
considered. To determine any other vrata, such as Janmastami or Rama-navami,
the sdryodaya-viddha is to be considered.

These two types of pdrva-viddha-tithis are not acceptable for observing
a vrata. Therefore, when a pirva-viddha-tithi occurs, the para-viddha
consideration is applicable. Para-viddha means that the vrata is to be observed
the next day, when the vrata-tithi mixes with the next tithi.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has said in Sarandgati: “madhava-tithi, bhakti-
janani, yatane palana kari — with great care (yatana) | observe Madhava’s holy
days (such as Ekadasi and Janmastami), for they are the mother of devotion.

* Aruna literally means “red, ruddy, tawny”, and is also the name of the charioteer of Sirya, the Sun
god. He is thus the personification of the reddish glow of the rising sun. Before the sun appears on
the horizon, the Sun god’s charioteer, Aruna, appears, making the morning sky pinkish. That time
thus corresponds with the brahma-muhdrta, or the beginning of dawn; in other words, 4 dandas, or
1 hour 36 minutes, before sunrise.
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Here the word yatana indicates two meanings:

(1) The first meaning of yatana is “to take great care to observe madhava-
tithi (such as Ekadasi and Janmastami), as per scriptural instructions”. Sri
Hari-bhakti-vilasa (13.14) states: “upavrttasya papebhyo yas tu vaso gunaih
saha [ upavasah sa vijieyah sarva bhoga vivarjitah — the word upa-vasa,”
or fasting, refers to staying aloof from all kinds of sinful activities and sense
gratification while staying in close proximity to personalities endowed with
transcendental qualities — exalted Vaisnavas — or remaining in transcendental
service to Bhagavan.”

(2) Yatana also means “to take great care to determine and observe the
suddha Ekadast tithi and to discard the viddha-tithi”.

Such carefulness will result in the awakening of bhakti.

Determining Ekadast tithis

To determine a Suddha, or pure, Ekadas, the tithi must start two muhdrtas
[generally, 1 muhdrta = 48 minutes] before sunrise. Since the Vaisnava calendar
day is counted from one sunrise until the next sunrise, generally a tithi is
considered pure for the sunrise it touches. But an Ekadasi tithi is considered pure
only if it touches arunodaya as well as sunrise on the same day.

Thus, for an Ekadast tithi, the arunodaya-viddha consideration is
accepted. In other words, if the dasami-tithi, the lunar day before Ekadas,
continues into the arunodaya, or brahma-muhirta period, then even if the
Ekadasr tithi starts before sunrise, it will be considered arunodaya-viddha, as
it has mixed with the previous tithi, or dasami, within the arunodaya time.
Thus, such Ekadasis are considered impure. Fasting on such days must be
rejected and observed the next day instead.

The significance and essence of the above statements from the
scriptures is as follows: the foremost consideration is that suddha Ekadasi
is to be carefully determined, as it takes precedence over other vratas (the
appearance days of Bhagavan and the appearance and disappearance days
of Bhagavan'’s associates and Vaisnavas), in accordance with one’s location,
and should be observed with faith.

Determining Maha-dvadast tithis in this lunar calendar:

There are eight Maha-dvadasis in general. Four of them are tithi-based
(Unmilani, Vyafijuli, Tri-sprsa and Paksa-vardhini) and the other four are
naksatra-based (Jaya, Vijaya or Sravana, Jayanti and Papa-nasani). For this
year’s Vaisnava lunar calendar calculated for Vrndavana, we have come
across one tithi-based Maha-dvadasi: Vyaijull; and one naksatra-based
Maha-dvadasi — Sravana.

** Upa means “near to”, or “in the proximity of”, and vasa means “to remain”. Therefore,
upavasa means “to reside near Bhagavan and His devotees”
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KThe four types of Maha-dvadasis based on tithi )

(1) Unmilani Maha-dvadast: Ekadasi extends to two sunrises. (Fasting is
done on the 2™ day.)

(2) Vyanjull Maha-dvadast: After suddha Ekadasi, Dvadasi starts before
sunrise and lasts after the next sunrise, that is, Dvadasi tithi touches two
sunrises. Ekadasi fasting is done on the first Dvadast “day”. Such a Dvadasi
is called Vyafijuli, which vanquishes all sins. The parana of Vyafijull Maha-
dvadasi must always be done within Dvadasi tithi, before it ends, never during
Trayodasi tithi. Other types of Maha-dvadasis do not have this stipulation.
(3) Tri-sprsa Maha-dvadasi: Ekadasi is in effect at sunrise and then Dvadasi
starts after sunrise, but it ends before the next sunrise, and thus Trayodasi
starts before the next sunrise. Such a day, touched by all three tithis, is known
as Tri-sprsa and the vrata on that day is called Tri-spréa Maha-dvadasi, and
Ekadasr fasting should be observed on that day.

(4) Paksa-vardhini Maha-dvadasi: When the new moon tithi (Amavasya)
or the full moon tithi (PGrnima) is vrddhi (crossing two sunrises), in other
words, if Amavasya or Plrnima are sampdrna (pervading sixty dandas, or
remaining from one sunrise to the next) and furthermore, if they extend for
some time on Pratipada as well, then the Dvadasi prior to such an Amavasya
or PUrnima is called paksa-vardhini. One must then observe the vrata on the
preceding Dvadasi, even discarding suddha Ekadasr (if it is there).

The four types of Maha-dvadasis based on naksatra

(1) Jaya Maha-dvadasi: When Punarvasu naksatra conjoins with Dvadasi of
the Sukla-paksa (bright fortnight or waxing moon), it is called Jaya Maha-
dvadasi.

(2) Vijaya or Sravana Maha-dvadasi: When Sravana naksatra conjoins with
Dvadast of the Sukla-paksa (bright fortnight or waxing moon), it is called
Vijaya or Sravana Maha-dvadagi. Even if the conjunction of the Dvadasi
tithi and $ravana-naksatra is very slight—that alone is acceptable, and on
that day only, a wise person will fast (HBV 15.588). It occurs in the bright
fortnight of the month of Bhadra. (It is also known as Vamana-dvadasi due to
the appearance day of Lord Vamanadev on this dvadasi.)

(3) Jayanti Maha-dvadasi: When Rohint naksatra conjoins with Dvadasi of
the sukla-paksa (bright fortnight or waxing moon), it is called Jayanti Maha-
dvadasi.

(4) Papa-nasani Maha-dvadasi: When Pusya naksatra conjoins with Dvadast
of the Sukla-paksa (bright fortnight or waxing moon), it is called Papa-nasani
Maha-dvadas.




Break fast (parana) for Ekadasi and other vratas

If the vrata is observed on Ekadasi tithi, then one must do parana on
Dvadasdi tithi after sunrise and before the Dvadasi tithi ends. The first part of
the Dvadasi tithi (the duration of the first quarter of the tithi if the tithi span
is divided into four parts) is called Hari-vasara and is also counted as a vrata
period. Parana for Ekadast must always be done after the first quarter of the
Dvadasi tithi has passed. If any portion of the first quarter of Dvadasi tithi
exists even after sunrise, one must do parana only after that period is over.

By the story of the pure devotee Sri Ambarisa Maharaja in the 9th Canto
of Srimad-Bhagavatam, we understand that one’s performance of ekddasi-
vrata will not be fruitful if one does not break the fast (parana) at the proper
time the following day. Fasts should always be broken during the specified
time. For this reason, this calendar lists the specific times for breaking fast.

The same applies to breaking other vratas (fasting days). Parana is done
the next day, usually before the following tithi ends. For example, if fasting
is done on Dvadasi, then parana is done the next day within Trayodasi. If
fasting is done on a Navami tithi like Rama-navami, then pdarana is done the
next day, before Dasami tithi ends. There is one exception to this rule: On
Vyafijull Maha-dvadasi, pdrana is to be done on the second Dvadasi day,
before Dvadasi tithi ends.

Whatever you have fasted from, break the fast with that. For example, if
you have fasted without taking water, break the fast with water or caranamrta.
If you have only taken fruits and roots, break the fast with grains.

Determining appearance and disappearance days

For the appearance days of Bhagavan and the appearance and
disappearance days of His associates and the Vaisnavas, the siryodaya-
viddha consideration is to be accepted. The tithi in effect at sunrise, even
if it started less than 1 hours and 36 minutes before sunrise, is acceptable
in regard to observing appearance and disappearance days. In other words,
generally the tithi events should be celebrated on the day when sunrise
occurs during that tithi.

Different locations, different tithis

According to Hari-bhakti-vildsa, one of the main factors determining
the date of a vrata is the sunrise time. Since sunrise varies from place to
place, the day of a vrata may also change from place to place. Therefore, the
calendar a person is following should be calculated according to sunrise time
in that person’s locality.

Accordingly, the calendar made for eastern India (Navadvipa or Kolkata)
may not be same for calendar made for western regions of India (Vrndavana
or Delhi). This is because sometimes, the dates for Ekadasi and other festivals
may differ, as it entirely depends upon the sunrise times of the location.
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How this lunar calendar is calculated

As mentioned above, Hari-bhakti-vilasa presents rules for calculating the
Vaisnava calendar. The time a tithi starts and the time it ends are based on
astronomical calculations. There are two methods currently in use by which
to calculate the position of the sun and moon.

In this Vaisnava calendar, the tithis have been computed mainly using
an ancient method known as Sdrya-siddhdanta, which was accepted and
followed by jagad-guru Srila Prabhupada Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura***, In some places, therefore, the dates of the
festivals in this Vaisnava calendar may differ from calendars computed using
the modern method of astronomy known as Drk-siddhanta, even though
both these calendars are using the same rules stated in Hari-bhakti-vildsa.
Also calendars based on smarta considerations do not consider the rules
given in Hari-bhakti-vilasa; thus their dates can be different again.

Furthermore, due to the difference in sunrise time between the eastern
and western regions of India, a few tithis may also differ. We request the
revered Vaisnava readers to not be bewildered by these differences.

Most Gaudiya Mathas follow Surya-siddhdanta method of calculation of
planetary position of Sunand moon. However, some Gaudiya Mathas' calendars
are calculated using Drk-siddhénta (modern observational astronomy). Both
methods use the same rules from Hari-bhakti-vilasa.

**+* Syila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Goswami Maharaja emphasises the power of faith ($raddha)
over calculation -- "Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur followed the calculations of PM Bagchi’s
pafijikd [almanac]. As an astrologer, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada
helped to show that visuddha-siddhanta calculations may be true in the material sense,
but still he did not observe them because Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur accepted and followed
the calculations of PM Bagchi for Ekadasi, Janmastami, and all other things. Sraddha is
more true."

Note: PM Bagchi’s astrological calculations are based on traditional methods
of calculating the positions of planets in the sky according to the scripture Sri Sdrya
Siddhanta. When scientists began to chart the movements of physical planets in the sky,
their observations did not match the calculations given in PM Bagchi’s pafijika (almanac).
A group of Indian astrologers then adjusted the traditional equations and tables used to
calculate the positions of the planets in the sky to match what was observed by scientists.
This new method of calculation has become known as drk-siddhanta (calculations based
on what is seen) or ‘visSuddha-siddhanta’ (calculations that are truly accurate). Fully aware
of all factors involved—materially and spiritually, Srila Bhakti Sidhhanta Saraswati Thakur
Prabhupada instructed that Srila Bhakti Vinod Thakur’s preference should be respected
above all. On this subject, Srila Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Goswami Maharaj commented,
“Sraddha [faith] is more true. The practices of the mahajanas are more valuable than
human calculation. Physical truth, material truth, does not have so much value."

(Footnote Courtesy: SCSM website)
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Determining Sunrise for Parana

Sunrise has great significance in the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition. All the
tithis, or lunar days, in the Vaisnava calendar, start at sunrise [except Ekadasi
which begins at arunodaya (approximately 96 minutes before sunrise)] and
end the following day at sunrise. Also, sunrise is a key factor in deciding the
parana (breakfast time) for most of the Ekadasi tithis, and other vratas; hence
it becomes imperative to ascertain the exact sunrise time for our location.

Often, in differentinformation sources such as newspapers and calendars,
some variation is seen in the sunrise and sunset timings for a particular
location. This is mainly because the Sirya-siddhanta system of calculation
and the modern Drk-siddhanta system of astronomy define sunrise and
sunset differently.

(1) According to Drk-siddhanta, astronomical sunrise is when the upper
tip of the sun disk is on the eastern horizon (with refraction).

(2) According to Sirya-siddhanta, sunrise is when the centre of the sun
disk is on the eastern horizon (without refraction).

(3) Drk-siddhanta sunset is when the upper tip of the sun disk disappears
below the western horizon (with refraction).

(4) Sarya-siddhanta sunset is when the centre of the sun disk is on the
western horizon (without refraction).

Surya-siddhanta and Drk-siddhanta sunrise and sunset timings may vary
from anything between three to seven minutes, depending on the time of
the year and the location.

Parana is to be done when the sun has fully risen

Since it is difficult for most of us to determine the exact Surya-siddhanta
sunrise of our location and since sometimes there is a slight variation of
sunrise time given in various Hindu paficangs, it is safest and best to do
parana of vratas after the complete sun disk is visible on the eastern horizon.
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Restricted and Permitted foods for Vratas

Restricted foods on Ekadast: Tomatoes, eggplants, cauliflower, broccoli, bell
peppers, carrots, bitter melon, green peas, loki, parmal, toroi, green chili,
drumsticks, lady fingers, radish, beets, and banana flowers.

® Peas, chickpeas and all types of beans, including products made from
beans like papadams, tofu, and tempeh etc.

¢ All leafy vegetables, like spinach, salads, cabbages, and leafy herbs like
parsley, coriander leaves, celery, herbal tea, and curry leaves.

e Grains like millet, barley, farina, quinoa, bamboo rice, wild rice, jungle rice,
samo rice, amaranth seed, pasta, rice, corn, and all types of flour made from
grains and beans, like rice flour, chickpea flour, urad dahl flour etc.

e Starches from corn or above mentioned grains, and products made from or
mixed with these starches like baking soda, baking powder, soft drinks, corn
syrup, custard, cake, certain varieties of cream and cottage cheese, certain
sweets and candies, and tapioca balls.

¢ Oils made from grains, soyabean oil, sunflower oil, corn oil, mustard oil,
sesame oil, other types of refined oils and products fried in these oils, like
fried nuts, potato chips and other fried snack foods. Honey is also restricted.

Spices used on Ekadasi: Black pepper, fresh ginger, pure salt and fresh
turmeric, all taken from a new and clean package.

Spices not used on Ekadasi: hing (asofetida), chili, sesame seeds, cumin,
fenugreek, mustard, tamarind, fennel, cinnamon, mace, nutmeg, bay leaf,
cardamon, cloves, oregano, basil and other leafy spices etc.

Foods that can be taken on all fast days: Fruits (fresh and dried), nuts and oils
made from nuts and other pure sources, like olive oil, peanut oil, coconut oil,
almond oil, and ghee. Potatoes, potato chips, pumpkin, cucumber, squash,
lemon, green papaya, green banana, jackfruit, sweet potato, tapioca root,
avocado, olives, coconut. Pure milk products.

Restricted foods during Caturmasya: Tomatoes, eggplants, all beans, soya,
loki, parmal, urad dahl, papadams, mustard, sesame and honey.

Particular foods that are restricted during each of the four months:

First month: No leafy vegetables, such as spinach, salads of all types,
cabbages of all types, kale, leafy herbs like coriander, mint, parsley, curry
and powdered leafy herbs and teas ¢ Second month: No yoghurt. ¢ Third
month: No milk. ¢ Fourth month: No mustard oil, soybean oil and sesame oil.

J
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7

Auspicious and Inauspicious Tithis and Naksatras
for Traveling

Traveling on certain tithis may influence the following outcomes:

Krsna-pratipada (the day after Plrnima ): all auspiciousness
Sukla-pratipada (the day after Amavasya ): traveling not advised
Dvitiya (both fortnights): the path becomes auspicious and smooth
Trtiya (both fortnights): success

Caturtht (both fortnights): difficulties, confinement and attacks
Paificami (both fortnights): attainment of one’s cherished objective
Sasthi (both fortnights): disease

Saptami (both fortnights): accumulation of wealth

Astami (both fortnights): mental affliction

Navami (both fortnights): death [or defamation, a type of death]
Dasami (both fortnights): good for acquisition of land and properties
Ekadast (both fortnights): restoration of health

Dvadasi (both fortnights): travel is prohibited

Trayadast (both fortnights): all round success, fulfilment of all wishes
Caturdasi (both fortnights): travel is prohibited

Amavasya & Pirnima: travel is prohibited

Yama-dvitiya (the day after Govardhana-pja): inauspiciousness

If travel on any of the inauspicious or prohibited tithis is unavoidable,
as an alternative one can still travel if the following first two categories of
constellations (naksatras) are present at the time of travel.

The best 9 constellations for travel

Asvini, hastd, pusya, anuradha, punarvasu, revati, sravand, dhanisthd, and
mrgasira.

Mediocre 10 constellations for travel

Jyestha, mdla, Ssatabhisa, uttara-phalguni, uttara-asadha, uttara-
bhadrapada, rohini, purva-phalguni, pirva-asadha, and pdrva-bhadrapada.
Prohibited 8 constellations for travel

Citra, svati, bharani, visakha, magha, adra, krttika, and aslesa.

It is stated in the Samaya-pradipa that if one desiring to travel sees,
at the time of travel, a cow with her calf, a bull, an elephant, a horse, fire
curving to the right, a noble woman, a full pot, a brahmana, a flower garland,
a flag, ghee, yoghurt, honey, silver, gold, or rice with husk, that person will
reap auspicious results.

N
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Determining Solar Year and month

Sankranti (Sanskrit: @skii=1) means transmigration of the Sun from one
Rasi (constellation of the zodiac in Indian astronomy) to the next. Hence,
there are 12 Sankrantis in a year, since there are 12 Rasi's.

Each Sankranti is marked as the beginning of a month in the sidereal
solar calendars followed in the Indian states of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Tulu Nadu region of Karnataka, Punjab, Odisha, Mithila
region of Bihar and Nepal. On the other hand, in the sidereal solar calendars
followed in the Indian states of Bengal and Assam, a Sankranti is marked
as the end of each month and the day following as the beginning of a new
month. In this calendar, however, the beginning of a new solar month is
accepted from the day of Sankranti alone.

Mesa Sankranti (also called Mesa Sankramana) refers to the first day
of the solar cycle year, that is, it marks the beginning of the New Year in
the traditional Hindu Solar Calendar. On this day, the sun enters the sidereal
Aries, or Mesa rasi. It generally falls from 13 to 15 April.

The Eclipses in 2026-2027

The partial lunar eclipses on 28 August 2026 will not be visible in
India. The complete solar eclipse on 12 August 2026 and penumbral solar
eclipse on 6 Feburary 2027, mentioned in this lunar calendar year will also
be not visible in India and therefore observance of these three eclipses,
such as following certain religious rites, rules, regulations, japa-anusthana,
prohibitions, sacred bathing, and giving in charity, is not required.

“According to the smadrta consideration, the duration of eclipses is
impure. During such times, persons who follow these smarta conceptions
refrain from engaging in activities that are forbidden in an impure state.
However, it is essential for the vaidha-bhaktas, who are inclined to
devotional service, to perform service to the Lord (Deity), as far as possible,
at the standard times without considering these mundane customs.” —Srila
Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura’s Patravali

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja emphasized utilizing
the eclipse time to chant harindma (nGma-kirtana and mantra-japa) and not
attend to personal bodily needs, such as cooking, drinking, eating, sleeping,
urinating and defecating.
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Month of Visnu — Caitra 811 Gaurabda 540

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

A.D. 2026

Kr01 |04 Mar | Wed | Festival of Sri Jagannatha Misra. Sri Gaurabda Year 540
and Vikrama Era Year 2083 begins with months ending on
plrnima. Parana after sunrise and before 09:53 am.

Kr 03 |06 Mar | Fri Festival in remembrance of Sriman Mahaprabhu's arrival at
the Sripat of Srila Isvarapuripada in Kumarhatta.

Kr05 |08 Mar |Sun |SriKrsna's paficama dola-yatra. Festival in Campakahatta.

Kr08 |11 Mar |Wed | Appearance day of Srila Srivasa Pandita.

Kr 11 | 15 Mar |Sun | Fasting for Papamocani Ekadas.

Mina-Sankranti. Solar month of Caitra begins.

Kr12 16 Mar | Mon | Festival in remembrance of the auspicious arrival of
Sriman Mahaprabhu in Varaha nagara. Disapp. day of
Sri Govinda Ghosa Thakura. (Festival in Agradvipa)
Parana after sunrise and before 07:49 am (Dvadasi from
Sun 07:18 am - Mon 07:59 am — picking Tulast prohibited)

Kr 15 | 19 Mar | Thur | Amavasya. End of Vikrama Era lunar year 2082 with months

o+ ending on amavasya. Beginning of Vikrama Era lunar year

Su01 2083 with months ending on amavasya.

$u05 | 23 Mar | Mon | Appearance day of $ri Ramanujacarya. Appearance day
of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Hrdaya
Vana Gosvami Maharaja.

Su06 |24 Mar | Tue Sri Yamuna sasthi. Manifestation day of Yamunaj.

$u07 |25 Mar |Wed |Appearance day of $rila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Vilasa Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja

Su09 | 27 Mar | Fri $ri Rama Navami (Appearance of Lord Ramacandra).
Fast till noon. Ekadasi preparations only. Disapp. of
Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Saudha
Asrama Gosvami Maharaja. App. day of Sri Srimad Bhakti
Vallabha Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 10 |28 Mar | Sat Parana after sunrise and before 10:10 am.

Sull [29 Mar |Sun |[Fasting for KAmada Ekadas.

Su12 |30 Mar | Mon | SriKrsna's Damanaka-ropana-utsava. Parana after sunrise
and before 07:38 am (Dvadasi from Sun 08:51 am - Mon
07:38 am - picking Tulasi leaves prohibited)

Su 30 | 02 April | Thur | PdGrnima. Vasanta Rasa-yatra of SrT Krsna. Rasa-yatra of

Lord Balarama. Appearance of Srila Varméi-vadanananda
Gosvami and Srila Syamananda Prabhu.
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Month of Madhustudana — Vaisakha  $r Gaurabda 540

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

A.D. 2026

Kr 05 | 07 April | Tue Disapp. of Srila Prabhupada's associate Srila Krsnadas babaji
Maharaja (Samadhi in Nandagaon).

Kr 06 | 08 April | Wed | App. of Srila Prabhupada's associate Srimad Bhakti Kumuda
Santa Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 07 | 09 April | Thur | Disapp. day of $ri Gaurahari's associate Srila Abhirama Thakura.

Kr 09 | 11 April | Sat | Disapp. of $t7 Srimad Bhakti Vallabha Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 10 | 12 April | Sun | Disappearance day of Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura

Kr 11 | 13 April | Mon | Fasting for Varuthini Ekadasi.

Kr 12 | 14 April | Tue | SriKeéava-vrata begins (offering stream of water to Tulasi and Salagrama
for one month). Mesa-sankranti. Beginning of the New Solar Year. The
solar month of Vaisakha begins. Disapp. day of Srila Gopal Krsna Gosvami
Maharaja. Parana after sunrise and before 10:10 am (Dvadasi from Mon
09:39 pm - Tue 09:17 pm - picking of Tulasi prohibited)

Kr 15 | 17 April | Fri Amavasya. Appearance day of Srla Gadadhara Pandita Prabhu.
Appearance day of Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Rafijana Sagara Maharaja.

Su 02 | 19 April | Sun | App. day of Sti Srimad Bhakti Vicara Yayavara Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 03 [ 20 April [ Mon [ Aksaya-trtiya. 21 days long Candana-yatra of Lord Jagannatha begins.
Opening of the doors of $ti Badrinarayana Temple. Anniversary day of
$r1 Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti's inauguration in 1941.

Su 07 | 23 April | Thur | Jahnu-saptami. Sri Jahnavi-paja.

Su09 |25 April | Sat App. day of Sita-devi, consort of Lorq Rama, and Jahnava-devi, consort
of Lord Nityananda. Disapp. day of Srila Madhu Pandita Prabhu.

Su 11 | 27 April | Mon | Fasting for Mohini Ekadast.

Su 12 | 28 April | Tue Parana after sunrise and before 10:05 am (Dvadasi from Mon
07:56 pm - Tue 07:37 pm - picking of Tulasi prohibited)

Su 13 | 29 April | Wed | App. day of Sri Srimad Bhakti Sarvasva Govinda Maharaja.

Su 14 | 30 April | Thur | Appearance day of Lord Nrsimhadeva. (Fast till dusk.

Ekadasi preparations only).
Su 30 [ 01 May | Fri Parnima. Parana after sunrise and before 10:05 am

$ri Krsna's salila-vihar. Boat festival of $ri Madana-mohanadeva in $ri
Narendra Sarovara in Puri. Manifestation day of $ri Radha-Ramana-
devajl Appearance of Sr’la Madhavendra Puri Gosvaml and Srila
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Month of Trivikrama — Jyestha 87 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026
Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight)

Kr01 |02 May | Sat Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Saranga Gosvami Mahar3ja.

Kr 02 |03 May |Sun [ Srila Gurudeva, $ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja's departure for his first Western
preaching tour in 1996 on this tithi.

Kr 03 |04 May | Mon | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Srila Nimananda Sevatirtha Prabhu.

Kr 05 | 07 May | Thur I?isappearance day of $ri Gaurahari's associate
Srila Raya Ramananda Prabhu.

Kr 11 | 13 May | Wed | Fasting for Apara Ekadast.

Kr 12 | 14 May | Thur | Appearance day of S$rila Vrndavana dasa Thakura. Parana
after sunrise and before 07:45 am (Dvadasi from Wed 09:03
am - Thur 07:45 am -- picking Tulast leaves prohibited)

Kr13 |15May |Fri [ SriKe$ava-vrata ends.

Kr+14 Vrsabha-sankranti. The solar month of Jyestha begins.

Kr 15 |16 May | Sat Amavasya.

PURUSOTTAMA-MASA

Su01 [ 17 May | Sun | $rT Purusottama-vrata begins at 01:31 am.

Su1l |27 May | Wed | Fasting for Kimada (Padmint) Ekadasi.

Su12 | 28 May | Thur | Parana after sunrise and before 08:42 am (Dvadasi
from Wed 08:02 am - Thur 08:42 am -- picking Tulast
prohibited).

Su30 |31 May |Sun | Pirnima.

Kr 11 | 11 June | Thur | Fasting for Kamala (Parama) Ekadasi.

Kr12 |12 June | Fri Parana after sunrise and before 10:00 am (Dvadasi from
Thur 06:08 pm - Fri 04:09 pm -- picking Tulasi prohibited).

Kr 15 | 15June | Mon | Amavasya. After 9:05 am Purusottama-vrata ends.
Mithuna-sankranti. The solar month of Asadha begins.
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Su 08

22 June

Month of Trivikrama — Jyestha $r7 Gaurabda 540

Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Mon

A.D. 2026

Ambuvact begins from 09:10 pm.
(One should not dig earth during this period).

Su 09

23 June

Tue

Disappearance day of $r1 Gaudiya Vedantacarya Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhusana Prabhu.

Su 10

24 June

Wed

Appearance day of $r1 Ganga-devi, Ganga-dasahara,
Ganga-puja. Disappearance day of Gangamata
Gosvamini

Su 11

25 June

Thur

Fasting for Pandava Nirjala Ekadas.

Su12

26 June

Fri

Parana after sunrise and before 10:02 am (Dvadasi from
Thur 09:29 pm - Fri 10:58 pm -- picking Tulasi prohibited).
Ambuvaci ends Fri after 09:33 am.

Su13

27 June

Sat

Dahi-cida festival of $rila Raghunatha dasa Gosvam1
in Panihati. Appearance day of Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Jivana
Acarya Maharjja.

Su 30

29 June

Mon

Pirnima. Snana-yatra of Lord Jagannatha.
Disappearance day of Srila Mukunda Datta and Srila
Sridhara Pandita.

o

govardhana-dharam vande gopdalam gopa-ripinam
gokulotsavam-isanam govindam gopika-priyam

| worship the lifter of Govardhana, Gopala, who has the form of
a gopa. He is the festival of Gokula (gokula-utsava), the Supreme
Controller of all (/svara), and He is Govinda the beloved of the
gopis (gopika-priyam).

By chanting this mantra with devotion during Sri Purusottama
month, one will attain Sri Purusottama Himself. One should devote
Purusottama month to constantly meditating upon Sri Sri Radha
Krsna. Those who do this with devotion will have all their cherished
desires fulfilled.

The Mantra for Purusottama Month LE

(SrTSuta Gosvami to the sages of Naimisaranya,
Naradiya Purana) I'E
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Month of Vamana — Asadha

SrT Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Kr 01 | 30June | Tue Disappearance day of Srila Syamananda Prabhu.
(Festival in SrT Gopi-vallabhapura)

Kr 03 |03 July |[Fri Appearance day of $ri Srimad Bhakti Cakora Srauti Mahar3ja.

Kr 05 | 05 July |Sun Appearance day of Srila Vakresvara Pandita.

Kr 11 | 10 July | Fri Disappearance day of Srila $rivasa Pandita.

Kr12 |11 July |Sat Fasting for Yogini Ekadasi. (Due to Dasami mixed).
(Dvadasi from Sat 01:44 am — Sat 11:21 pm -- picking
Tulast prohibited).

Kr13 [12July |Sun Parana after sunrise before 10:05 am

Kr 15 | 14 July | Tue Amavasya. Disappearance day of $r1 Gaura-sakti
Srila Gadadhara Pandita and Srila Saccidananda
Bhaktivinoda Thakura.

Su01 [15July | Wed | Cleaning of Lord Jagannatha's $ri Gundica Temple.

Su02 |16 July | Thur | Ratha-yatra of Lord Jagannatha. (Utkal tithi
consideration) Disappearance day of Srila Svarapa
Damodara Gosvamt and Srila Sivananda Sena.

Su03 |17 July | Fri Karka-sankranti. The solar month of Sravana begins.

Su04 | 18July |Sat | Appearance day of Sri Srimad Gopananda Vana Maharaja.

Su06 | 20July | Mon | Hera-paficami (Utkal tithi consideration). $rT Laksmi Vijaya.
Dissapearance day of Srila Vakresvara Pandita.

Su10 |24 July | Fri Lord Jagannatha's Return Journey. (Utkal tithi consideration).
Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Kamala Madhustidana Gosvami Maharaja

Su1l|25July |Sat Fasting for Sayana Ekadasi. (Sr1 Hari-$ayana).
Appearance day of Sri Srimad Bhakti Vijiana Bharati
Gosvami Maharaja.

Sul12 | 26July |Sun Parana after sunrise and before 10:10 am (Dvadasi from Sat
12:14 noon - Sun 02:13 pm - picking TulasT prohibited)

Su30|29July | Wed | SriGuru-pirnima. Sri Vyasa-pija.

Disappearance day of Srila Sanatana Gosvami Prabhu.
First month of Caturmasya vrata begins.
(Fasting from all green leafy vegetables for one month).
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Month of Sridhara — Sravana 87 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026
Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)
Kr01 |[30July | Thur | Disappearance day of Sri Gaurahari's associate
Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati Gosvami.
Kr02 |[31July |[Fri Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associates
Sri Sﬁmad Bhakti Hrdaya Vana Gosvami Maharaja and
Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Saurabha Bhaktisara Gosvami Maharaja.
Kr05 |03 Aug | Mon | Disappearance day of Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvam.
Kr 08 |06 Aug | Thur | Disappearance day of Srila Lokanatha dasa Gosvami.
Kr11 |09 Aug |Sun | Fasting for Kémik§ Ekadasi.
Disapp. day of Sri Srimad Bhakti Kamala Govinda Maharaja.
Kr12 |10 Aug | Mon | Parana after sunrise & before 06:17 am. (Dvadasi from Sun
08:45 am - Mon 06:17 am - picking Tulast leaves prohibited).
Disappearance day of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Tirtha Maharaja.
Kr15 |12 Aug | Wed /:\m?vasyé. Disappearance giay of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Sri Srimad Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja.
Full Solar Eclipse (Not visible in India).
Su04 |16 Aug |Sun Disappearance of $rila Raghunandana Thakura and
Srila Varhsidasa Babaji Maharaja.
Su06 |18 Aug |Tue | Sirhha-sankranti. The solar month of Bhadra begins.
Su 11 |23 Aug | Sun | Pavitra-ropani Ekadasi*. Beginning of Sri $ri Radha-
Govinda's Jhiilana-yatra.
Su 12 |24 Aug | Mon Fasting for Vyafijuli Mahadvadasi (according to vis’uddha-si,ddhénta).
Sri K_rsna's’Pavitré-ropana utsava. Disanearance day of Srila Riipa
Gosvami, Srila Gauridasa Pandita and Srila Govinda dasa Pandita.
($rfla Rupa Gosvami Prabhu's Viraha Mahotsava at $ri Ripa-
Sanatana Gaudiya Matha & at Sri Gopinath Bhavan, Vrndavana).
Su13 |25Aug |Tue |Parana after sunrise and before 06:20 am (Dvadasi from Mon
04:01 am - Tue 06:20 am -- picking Tulasi leaves prohibited)
Sul14 |27 Aug |Thur | App.day of Sri Srimad Bhakti Vibudha Bodhayan Maharaja.
Su30 |28 Aug |Fri Sri Baladeva Piirnima. Appearance day of Lord Balarama.
Fast till noon. Ekadasi preparations only. End of $ri $ri Radha
Govinda's Jhilana-yatra. Raksa-bandhana. Second month of
Caturmasya begins (Fasting from yogurt for one month).
Partial lunar eclipse (Not visible in India).
*The western border and coastal areas of India where the sunrise is after 6:20 am on 25 August, fasting
for Pavitra-ropani ekadasi shall be observed on 23 August and parana will be on 24 August after 10:50
am as soon as possible,
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Month of Hrsikesa — Bhadra 817 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026
Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Kr0l1l |29 Aug |Sat Parana after sunrise and before 09:33 am

Kr 08 | 04 Sept | Fri Sri Krsna Janmastami. (Full fast till midnight. Ekadast
preparations only).

Kr 09 | 05 Sept | Sat $rT Nandotsava. Appearance day of’S'rT!a Prabhupada's
associate ISKCON Founder Acarya Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja. Parana after sunrise and
before 10:12 am.

Kr 11 | 07 Sept | Mon | Fasting for Annada Ekadasi. Appearance day of Srila
Gopal Krsna Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 12 | 08 Sept | Tue Parana after sunrise and before 10:10 am (Dvadasi from
Mon 04:09 pm - Tue 01:55 pm - picking TulasT prohibited)

Kr 15 | 11 Sept | Fri Amavasya.

Su01 |12 Sept |Sat | Appearance day of $ri Srimad Gaura Govinda Maharaja.

Su 04 | 15 Sept | Tue | Appearance day of Sri Sita-devi, consort of SrT Advaita
Acarya.

Su 07 | 18 Sept | Fri $ri Lalita-saptami (appearance of Sri Lalita-devi).
Kanya-sankranti. The solar month of Asvina begins.

Su 08 | 19 Sept |Sat | SriSriRadhastami. No fasting.

Sull |22 Sept |Tue [ The side-turning day of SriHari.

Su 12 | 23 Sept | Wed | Fasting for Sravana (Vijaya) Mahadvadasr.
$rT Vamana Dvadasi (Appearance of Lord Vamanadeva).
Appearance day of Srila Jiva Gosvami Prabhu. (Dvadasi
Tue 08:01 pm — Wed 09:15 pm picking Tulast prohibited)

Su 13 | 24 Sept | Thur | Appearance day of Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
Parana after sunrise and before 10:08 am

Su 14 | 25 Sept | Fri Disappearance day of Némécéwa Srila Haridasa Thakura.
Disappearance day of Sri Srimad Bhakti Vijiiana Bharati
Gosvami Maharaja.

Su30 | 26 Sept |Sat | Plrnima. Sri Visvariipa Mahotsava. Sannyasa
anniversary of nitya-Iila pravista om visnupada
astottara-$ata S:rT S:rTmad Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja and Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja.
Third month of Caturmasya begins (Fasting from milk for
for one month).
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Month of Padmanabha — Asvina

Sri Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Kr 02 | 28 Sept | Mon Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Vilasa Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 06 | 02 Oct | Fri Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Srirtpa Siddhanti Gosvami Maharaja

Kr11 | 06 Oct | Tue Fasting for Indira Ekadasl.

Kr12 | 07 Oct | Wed Parana after 06:30 am and before 10:05 am. (Dvadasi from
Wed 00:55 am - Wed 11:13 pm -- picking TulasT prohibited)

Kr 15 | 10 Oct | Sat Amavasya.

Su04|140ct |Wed |[Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Pramoda Puri Gosvami Maharaja

Su08|180ct |Sun Tula-sankranti. The solar month of Kartika begins.
Offering ghee lamp to the sky for one month begins.
Mantra for offering lamp:

damodardya nabhasi tulayam lolaya saha
pradipante prayacchadmi namo'nantdaya vedhase
(Hari-bhakti-vilasa)

Su10|210ct |Wed | Vijaya-dasami. Lord Sri Ramacandra Vijayotsava
Appearance day of Srila Madhvacarya.

Sul1l|220ct |Thur [ Fastingfor Papankusa Ekadasr.

Su12|230ct |Fri Disappearance day of Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami,
Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami and Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami. Parana after sunrise and before 10:05
am (Dvadasi from Thur 11:36 am - Fri 11:53 am --
picking Tulasi prohibited)

Su30|260ct |Mon [Sarada Pirnima. Saradiya Rasa-yatra of Sri Sri Radha-

Krsna. Damodara-vrata, Kartika-vrata, Urja-vrata, Niyama-
seva begins. Disappearance day of Srila Murari Gupta.
58th disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's intimate
associate and founder of $ri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti
nitya-lila pravista o visnupada astottara-éata $ri Srimad
Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja.

Last month of Caturmasya begins (fasting from sesame
seeds, sesame oil, mustard seeds and mustard oil for
one month).
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Month of Damodara — Kartika 817 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026
Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight)
Kr01 [27 Oct | Tue | App. day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti
Gaurava Vaikhanas Gosvami Maharaja.
Kr 05 | 30 Oct | Fri Disapp.day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Kusala Narsimha Maharaja.
Kr 06 | 31 Oct | Sat I?isappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Vicara Yayavara Gosvami Maharaja
Kr 07 [ 01 Nov | Sun | Disappearance day of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura.
Kr 08 [ 02 Nov | Mon | Bahulastami. Manifestation day of $ri Radha-kunda.
Kr09 [ 03 Nov [ Tue | Appearance day of Sri VTracandra,Prgbhu. Appearance
qlay of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Raksaka
Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja
Kr 11 | 05 Nov | Thur | Fasting for Rama Ekadasr.
Kr 12 | 06 Nov | Fri Disappearance day of Srila Narahari Sarakara Thakura
Parana after sunrise and before 10:05 am (Dvadasi from
Thur 11:55 am - Fri 11:02 am -- picking Tulasi prohibited).
Kr 13 | 07 Nov | Sat Offering of lamps to Yama.
kartike krsna-pakse tu trayodasyam nisa-mukhe
yamadipam bahirdadyadapa-mrtyur-vinasyati
mrtyuna pasadandabhyam kalah syamalaya saha
trayodasyam dl'padam?t saryajah priyatamiti
Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa (16.211-212)
According to the Padma Purdna, by offering lamps to Yama
outside the house on the Trayodasr of the waning fornight of
the month of Kartika, the fear of untimely death is destroyed.
It is mentioned in the tantra-sastra that by one's offering of
a lamp on Trayodasi, the son of Surya (Sun)—Kala (Yamaraja),
who carries a rope and punishing rod—may become satisfied
along with his consort, Syamala.
Kr 14 | 08 Nov | Sun | Yama-caturdasi . Offering of 14 lamps in Visnu temple
Kr 15 [ 09 Nov | Mon | Amavasya. Dipavali, ghee lamp offering in $ri Visnu temple.
Manifestaion day of Manasi-ganga at Sri Govardhana.
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Su 01

10 Nov

Month of Damodara — Kartika

Tue

SrT Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026

Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Go-piija and Sri Govardhana Piija in the morning.
Annakiita Mahotsava. Daitaraja Sri Bali-pija.
Appearance day of Srila Rasikananda Prabhu.
Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate

Sri Srimad Bhakti Kusuma Sramana Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 02

11 Nov

Wed

Disappearance day of $ri Gaura's associate Srila Vasudeva
Ghosa. Disapp. day of Srila Prabhupada's associate

Sri Srimad Bhakti Sarvasva Giri Gosvami Maharaja.
Bhratr-dvitiya (Bhaiya Daja). Yama-dvitiya.

Su 03

12 Nov

Thur

22th Disappearance day of nitya-Iila pravista orh visnupada
astottara-$ata Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami
Maharaja and 24th disappearance day of nitya-lila pravista
o visnupada astottara-éata $ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Trivikrama Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 04

13 Nov

Fri

Disapp. day of Srila Prabhupada's associate ISKCON
founder Acarya Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja.

Su 05

14 Nov

Sat

Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Sri Srimad Bhakti Srirtipa Siddhanti Gosvami Maharaja

Su 08

17 Nov

Tue

Gopastami and Goéthé,stami. (Go-plja & seva).
Disappearance day of Srila Gadadhara dasa Thakura.
Vrécika-sankranti. The solar month of Agrahayana
begins. End of offering lamps to the sky.

Sull

20 Nov

Fri

Fasting for Utthana Ekadasi. Bhisma-paiicaka begins.
Disappearance day of Srila Gaura-kisora dasa Babaji
Maharaja. Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Sri Srimad Bhakti Dayita Madhava Gosvami Maharaja

Su 12

21 Nov

Sat

Parana after 08:02 am and before 10:00 am (Dvadasi from
Sat 02:13 am - Sun 01:31 am - picking TulasT prohibited)

Su 14

23 Nov

Mon

Disapperance day of Srila Bhiigarbha Gosvami and Srila
Kasiévara Pandita. Disapp. day of Srila Prabhupada's
associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Pramoda Puri Gosvami Maharja.

Su 30

24 Nov

Tue

Parnima. Haimantiki Rasa-yatra of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna.
End gf Caturmasya vrata, Damodara-vrata, Kartika-vrata
and Urja-vrata. Bhisma-Paficaka ends.
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Month of Kesava — Margasirsa 17 Gaurabda 540

A.D. 2026

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Kr 01 | 25 Nov | Wed [ Beginning of Sri Katyayani-vrata. Disappearance day of
Srila Sundarananda Thakura.

Kr 05 | 29 Nov [ Sun | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Vikasa Hrsikesa Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 07 | 30 Nov | Mon | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhaktisambandha Turyasrami Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 11 | 04 Dec | Fri Fasting for Utpanna Ekadasi.

Kr 12 | 05 Dec | Sat Parana after 07:44 am and before 10:20 am. (Dvadasi from
Sat 01:40 am - Sun 01:52 am - picking TulasT prohibited).
Disappearance of Sr1Kala Krsna dasa (Badagachi).

Kr 13 | 06 Dec | Sun | Disappearance of Sri Gaurahari's associate Srila Saranga
Thakura.

Kr 15 | 08 Dec | Tue Amavasya.

Su 03 | 12 Dec | Sat Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Sri Srimad Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja

Su 06 | 15 Dec | Tue Odana-sastht of Sri Jagannatha deva in Puri Dhama (Lord
Jagannatha starts wearing winter clothes).

Su07 | 16 Dec | Wed | Dhanu-Sankranti. The solar month of Pausa begins.

Su 08 | 17 Dec | Thur | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 09 | 18 Dec | Fri Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Kamala Madhusiidana Gosvami Maharaja.

Su1l | 20 Dec | Sun | Fasting for Moksada Ekadasi.
Manifestation day of Sﬁmad Bhagavad-gita.
Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
Sri Srimad Bhakti Kusuma Sramana Gosvami Maharaja.

Su12 |21 Dec | Mon | Parana after sunrise and before 10:25 am
(Dvadasi from Sun 03:41pm - Mon 02:08 pm --picking
Tulasi leaves prohibited).

Su 30 | 24 Dec | Thur | Pirpima. End of Sri Katyayani-vrata.
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Kr 04

27 Dec

Month of Narayana — Pausa

Sun

Sri Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2026-27

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

89th disappearance day of jagad-guru nitya-lila pravista
om visnupada astottara-$ata Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada.

Kr 09

01Jan

Fri

105th appearance day of nitya-lila pravista om visnupada
astottara-sata $ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami
Maharaja & 16th disappearance anniversary of

most worshipful Srila Gurudeva nitya-lila pravista orn
visnupada astottara-éata Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 11

03 Jan

Sun

Fasting for Saphala Ekadasi.

Kr 12

04 Jan

Mon

Disappearance day of $ri Devananda Pandita and Srila
Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Bhiideva Srauti
Gosvami Maharaja and Sri Srimad Bhakti Mayiikha
Bhagavata Gosvami Maharaja.

Parana after sunrise and before 10:30 am. (Dvadasi from
Sun 06:17 pm - Mon 07:33 pm picking Tulasi leaves
prohibited).

Kr 13

05 Jan

Tue

Disappearance day of Srila Mahesa Pandita and Srila
Uddharana Datta Thakura

Kr 15

07 Jan

Thur

Amavasya.

Su 01

08 Jan

Fri

Appearance day of $rila Locana das Thakura.

Su 03

10 Jan

Sun

Disappearance day of $rila Jiva Gosvami Prabhu and
Srila Jagadiéa Pandita.

Su 07

15 Jan

Fri

Makara Sankranti. The solar month of Magha begins.
Ganga-sagara Snana.

Su 12

19 Jan

Tue

Fasting for Putrada Ekadasi (Due to Dasami mixed).
Appearance day of Srila Jagadisa Pandita.

Su 13

20 Jan

Wed

Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Srimad Bhakti Kumuda Santa Gosvami Maharaja.
Parana after sunrise and before 10:30 am (Dvadasi from
Tue 03:45 am - Wed 01:40 am — picking Tulast leaves
prohibited).

Su 30

22 Jan

Fri

Pirnima. Pusyabhiseka-yatra of $ri Krsna
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Month of Madhava — Magha

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight)

Sr7 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2027

Kr03 |25Jan | Mon |Appearance day of Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami.
Disappearance day of Srila Raimacandra Kaviraja.

Kr05 |27 Jan | Wed | Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Srila
Narahari Seva-vigraha Prabhu. Appearance day of Sri
Srimad Bhakti Vaibhava Puri Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 06 | 28 Jan | Thur | Disappearance day of Srila Jayadeva Gosvami.

Kr09 (31Jan |Sun Disappearance day of Srila Locana dasa Thakura.

Kr 11 |02 Feb | Tue Fasting for Sat-tila Ekadasi.

Kr12 (03 Feb | Wed | Appearance day of $ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama
Gosvami Maharaja. Parana after sunrise and before
10:40 am (Dvadasi from Tue 12:51 noon - Wed 02:51 pm
— picking Tulasi leaves prohibited).

Kr 15 | 06 Feb | Sat Mauni Amavasya. 106th Appearance anniversary of

most worshipful Srila Gurudeva nitya-lila pravista orm
vispupada astottara-$ata $ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. Sri Vyasa-piija Mahotsava.
Penumbral Solar Eclipse (Not visible in India).

Sri radha-dasyam is the last limit of

If we don't imbibe the teachings and
conduct of the Vaisnavas in our life,
they will not accept our puspanjali
even if we offer thousand of times.

(Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja)

‘e

krsna-prema.

ey
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Su 05

11 Feb

Month of Madhava — Magha

Thur

SrT Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2027

Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Vasanta-paficami of Sri Krsna.

Appearance day of SrT Gaura-$akti Srimati Visnupriya devi,
S$r1 Pundarika Vidyanidhi, Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami
and Srila Raghunandana Thakura.

Disappearance day of $rila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
and Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad Bhakti Viveka
Bharati Gosvami Maharaja and Sri Srimad Bhakti Svariipa
Parvata Gosvami Maharaja.

Appearance day of $r1 Srimad Bhakti Kamala Govinda Mahar3ja.
Sri Sarasvati Paja.

Su 07

13 Feb

Sat

Appearance day of Maha-Vispu avatara $ri Advaita Acarya.
Fast till noon. Ekadasi preparations only.
Kumbha-sankranti. The solar month of Phalguna begins.

Su 08

14 Feb

Sun

Parana after sunrise and before 10:35 am.

Su 09

15 Feb

Mon

Disappearance day of Srila Madhvacarya.

Su 10

16 Feb

Tue

Disappearance day,of Srila Ramanujacarya.
Appearance day of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Madhava
Maharaja.

Su 11

17 Feb

Wed

Fasting for Jaya or Bhaimi Ekadasi. Appearance of Srila
Kesava Bharati.

Su12

18 Feb

Thur

S$r1 Varaha-dvadasi . Appearance day of $r1 Varaha deva.
Parana after the worship of Sri Varaha deva after sunrise
before 10:30 am. (Dvadasi from Wed 02:23 pm - to Thur
12:01 noon -- picking TulasT leaves prohibited)

Su13

19 Feb

Fri

S$ri Nityananda Trayodast. Appearance day of Lord $r1
Nityananda. Fasting till noon. Ekadasi preparations only.
Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri
Nimananda Sevatirtha Prabhu.

Su 30

20 Feb

Sat

Maghi Parnima. Sri Krsna's Madhurotsava.
Appearance day of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura.
Parana after sunrise before 07:23 am.
Manifestation day of $ri Radha-Gopinathaji in
SriVrndavana dhama.
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Month of Govinda — Phalguna &1 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2027

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight)

Tithi | Date | Day Festivals/Vratas

Kr 03 | 23 Feb [ Tue [129th appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's intimate
associate and founder of $r1 Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti nitya-
I3 pravista om visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajiiana Ke$ava Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 05 | 25 Feb | Thur | 153st appearance day of jagad-guru nitya-Iila pravista

o visnupada astottara-$ata $ri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada. Appearance day of
Srila Prabhupada's associate St Srimad Bhakti Bhiideva Srauti
Gosvami Maharaja. Disappearance day of Sri Srimad Gaura
Govinda Maharaja.

Kr 06 | 26 Feb | Fri | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Saranga Gosvami Maharaja.

Kr 09 | 01 Mar | Mon | Departure of Sriyukta Uma didi.

Kr 11 | 04 Mar | Thur | Fasting for Vijaya Ekadasi. (Due to Dasami mixed).

Kr 12 | 05 Mar | Fri Disappearance day of Srila I$vara Puripada. Parana after
sunrise and before 10:00 am (Dvadasi from Thur 07:55 am
- Fri 10:00 am - picking Tulast prohibited).

Kr 14 | 07 Mar | Sun | Sri Siva-ratri vrata (Ekadasi preparations only).

Kr 15 [ 08 Mar | Mon | Amavasya. Parana after sunrise & before 10:30 am.

Kirtana is the sole
fruit of kirtana.
Kirtana alone is seva,
and kirtana is
also prema.

(Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja)
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Month of Govinda — Phalguna 17 Gaurabda 540
A.D. 2027

Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

Su 01|09 Mar | Tue | Disappearance day of Srila Rasikananda Prabhu,

Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja and

Srila Prabhupada's associate St Srimad Bhakti Dayita
Madhava Gosvami Maharaja.

Su05 | 13 Mar | Sat | Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Sri Srimad
Bhakti Viveka Bharati Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 06 | 14 Mar | Sun | Disapp. day of Sri Srfimad Bhakti Sarvasva Govinda Mahar3ja.

Su 07 | 15 Mar | Mon | Disapp. day $ri Srimad Bhakti Vaibhava Puri Gosvami Mahar3ja.
Mina-Sankranti. Solar month of Caitra begins.

Su 09 | 16 Mar | Tue | Accepting vow for Sridhama Navadvipa Parikrama in Sri
Navadvipa (Parikrama from 17 March to 21 March).

Su 11 | 18 Mar | Thur | Fasting for Amalaki EkadasT.

Su 12 | 19 Mar | Fri Disappearance day of $rila Madhavendra Purt Gosvami
and $rila Hrdayananda Gosvami. Parana after sunrise &
before 09:45 am. (Dvadasi Thur 11:53 pm - Fri 09:36 pm
picking Tulast leaves prohibited).

Su 30 | 22 Mar | Mon | Sri Gaura-piirnima. Appearance Day of Sri Gauranga
Mahaprabhu. Mahabhiseka and sankirtana-mahotsava.
(Fast till moonrise. Ekadast preparations only). Holt

Sr1 Gaurabda 540 ends

dhama-krpad sara, Ilabha haya ja’ra,
ta’ra haya sadhu-sanga
sadhu-sange bhaje, krsna-preme maje,
ei to’ parama ranga (1)
One who receives the essence of the dhama’s mercy attains the

association of sadhus. In such association, one performs service and
becomes immersed in prema for Krsna. This is the supreme delight.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
Navadvipa-dhdma-mahatmya (9.6-7)

El &
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Month of Visnu — Caitra $r1 Gaurabda 541

Kr = Krsna-paksa (waning fortnight), Su = Sukla-paksa (waxing fortnight)

A.D. 2027

Kr01 |23 Mar |Tue | Festival of SriJagannatha Misra. $ri Gaurabda Year 541 and
Vikrama Era Year 2084 begins with months ending on parnima.
Parana after sunrise and before 09:44 am.

Kr 03 | 25 Mar | Thur | Festival in remembrance of Sriman Mahaprabhu's arrival at
the Sripat of Srila Tsvarapuripada in Kumarhatta.

Kr 05 |27 Mar | Sat SriKrsna's paficama dola-yatra. Festival in Campakahatta.

Kr 08 |30 Mar |Tue |Appearance day of Srila Srivasa Pandita.

Kr 11 | 02 April | Fri Fasting for Papamocani Ekadasi.

Kr 12 | 03 April | Sat Festival in remembrance of the auspicious arrival of S'riman
Mahaprabhu in Varaha nagara. Disappearance day of Sri Govinda Ghosa
Thakura. (Festival in Agradvipa) Parana after 08:11am and before 09:50
am (Dvadasi from Sat 01:49 am - Sun 03:20 am — picking Tulasi prohibited)

Kr 15 | 06 April | Tue | Amavasya. End of Vikrama Era lunar year 2083.

Su 01 | 07 April | Wed | Beginning of Vikrama Era lunar year 2084 with months ending on
amavasya. Disappearance day of Srila Krsnadasa Thakura from
Akaihat (Katwa). Disapp. day of Srimad Bhaktivedanta Tridandi Maharaja.

Su 05 | 11 April | Sun | Appearance day of $ri Ramanujacarya.

Appearance day of Srila Prabhupada's associate
S$ri Srimad Bhakti Hrdaya Vana Gosvami Mahar3ja.

Su 06 | 12 April | Mon | SriYamuna sasthi. Manifestation day of Yamunaj.

Su 07 | 13 April | Tue | App. day of Srila Prabhupada's associate Srila Bhakti Vilasa
Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja.

Su 08 | 14 April | Wed | $ri Kesava-vrata begins (offering stream of water to Tulasi
and Salagrama for one month). Mesa-sankranti. Beginning of
the New Solar Year. The solar month of Vaisakha begins.

Su 09 | 15 April | Thur | $ri Rama Navami (Appearance of Lord Ramacandra). Fast
till noon. Ekadasi preparations only. Disapp. day of Srila Prabhupada's
associate $ri Srimad Bhakti Saudha Aérama Gosvami Maharaja. App.
day of $ri $rimad Bhakti Vallabha Tirtha Gosvami Maharaja

Su 10 | 16 April | Fri Parana after sunrise and before 10:00 am.

Su11 | 17 April | Sat | Fasting for Kimada Ekadasi.

Su12 | 18 April | Sun | SriKrsna's Damanaka-ropana-utsava. Parana after sunrise and
before 06:57 am (Dvadast from Sat 08:50 am - Sun 06:57 am
picking of Tulast leaves prohibited)

Su 30 | 20 April | Tue | Parnima. Rasa-yatra of Lord Balarama. Vasanta Rasa- yatra of

S Krsna. Appearance of Srila Varhsi-vadanananda Gosvami
and Srila Syamananda Prabhu.
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|
Some Glories of Sri Tulasi-devi

(Compiled from Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa)

tulasi-rahitar pujar na grhnati sada harih
kastham va sparsayet tatra na cet tan namato yajet (7.263)
SrT Hari never accepts worship without tulasi. If tulasi leaves are not
available then one can use tulasi wood. In the absence of tulasi wood,
one should worship Him by uttering the name of tulasi.
varjyam paryusitam pusparh varjyam paryusitam phalam
na varjyam tulasi-patram na varjyar jahnavi-jalam (7.291)
[In worship,] the use of stale flowers and fruits is prohibited, but tulasi
leaves and Ganga water, even if stale, are never prohibited.
sankranty-adau nisiddho’pi tulasy-avacayah smrtau
pararh $ri-visnu-bhaktes tu dvadasyam eva nesyate (7.353)
According to the Smrti sastras, picking tulasi is forbidden on sankranti
and so on [meaning the new moon, full moon, Dvadasi and Sunday].
However, it is only on Dvadasi that the devotees of Visnu do not pick
tulasi.
drsta sprsta tatha dhyata kirtita namita sruta
ropita sevita nityarm puijita tulasi Subha
navadha tulasim nityarn ye bhajanti dine dine
yuga-koti-sahasrani te vasanti harer grhe (9.126-127)

Whoever serves (does bhajana of) tulast through the nine acts of—
daily seeing her, touching her, meditating upon her, praising her,
offering obeisances to her, listening to katha about her, planting her,
serving her and worshipping her, will reside in St Hari’s abode for up to
thousands and millions of yugas*.

*  $i Hari’s abode is Sri Vrndavana dhama and Sri Navadvipa-dhama. Tulasi
dev’s mercy gives the opportunity to constantly reside in Sri Hari’s dhama
to perfect our bhakti.
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trnani tulasi-milat yavanty apahinoti vai
tavatir brahma-hatya hi chinnatty eva na samsayah (9.165)
To the extent that one pulls out grass from around root of the tulasi
plant, to that extent he will destroy the sin of killing a brahmana
(brahma-hatya). There is no doubt about this.

sirasi kriyate yais tu tulasi-mula-mrttika
vighnani tasya nasyanti sanukula grahas tatha (9.185)
For those who place dust from the root of the tulasi plant on their
forehead, all obstacles are destroyed and the stars becomes favorable.

tulasi-mrttika-lipto yadi pranan parityajet
yamena neksitum sakto yuktah papa-$atair api (9.184)
If at the time of leaving the body, a person is smeared with the dust
from the root of the tulasi plant, then even if he has committed
hundreds and hundreds of sins, Yamaraja is unable to glance at him.

tirtham yadi na sampraptam smrtir va kirtanam hareh
tulasi-kastha-dagdhasya mrtasya na punar bhavah (9.196)

Even though a person may not have resided at a holy place, or has
not performed kirtana of SriHari or remembered Him, if, after death,
he is cremated with fire coming from the wood of tulasi, he will not
have to take birth again.
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Books by Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja

* A True Servant, A True Master
e A Treasure of Holy Days
* Arcana-dipika
* Beyond Nirvana
* Bhagavad-gita
® Bhajana-rahasya
¢ Bhakti-rasamrta-sindu-bindu
 Bhakti-rasayana
¢ Bhakti-tattva-viveka
® Brahma-sambhita
e Brhad-bhagavatamrta (Vol. 2.1)
e Butter Thief
e Caitanya Mahaprabhu —
The Original Form of Godhead
e Camatkara-candrika —
A Moonbeam of Complete
Astonishment
* Damodarastakam
e Discerning the True Sentiments
of the Soul
¢ Distinctive Contribution of
Sri Ripa Gosvami
e Essence of All Advice
e Essence of Bhagavad-gita
e Fearless Prince
e Five Essential Essays

* Gaudiya Giti-guccha

e Gaura-vani-pracarine

* Gift of $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

e Gita-govinda

* Going Beyond Vaikuntha

¢ Gopi-gita

* Guru-devatatma

* Happiness in a Fool’s Paradise

e Harinama Maha-mantra

e Harmony

e Hidden Path of Devotion

e Impressions of Bhakti

e Jagannatha Ratha-yatra

* Jaiva-dharma

e Journey of the Soul

e Krsna —the Lord of Sweetness

e Letters From America

e Madhurya-kadambint

e Maharsi Durvasa & Sri
Durvasa-asrama

¢ Manah-Siksa

e My Siksa-guru and Priya-bandhu

e Namacarya Srila Haridasa Thakura

* Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya

* Navadvipa-dhama

e Nectar of Govinda-lla
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e Our Eternal Nature

e Our Lasting Relationship

¢ Pinnacle of Devotion

* Prema-pradipa

® Prema-samputa

¢ Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika
® Raga-vartma-candrika

¢ Raya Ramananda Samvada

e Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

* Secrets of the Undiscovered Self
e Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam
* Shower of Love

o Siksastaka

« Siva-tattva

¢ Slokamrtam

e Slokamrtam-bindu

¢ Soul of Book Distribution

« $ri Radha — Our Supreme Shelter
« Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajfidna Kesava
Gosvami —His Life and Teachings

¢ To Be Controlled by Love

¢ True Conception of Guru-tattva

e Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana

e Upadesamrta

e Utkalika-vallart

¢ Vaisnava-siddhanta-mala

¢ \enu-gita

* $ri Vraja-mandala Parikrama

* Walking with a Saint
(2007, 2008, 2009, 2010)

* Way of Love

¢ \When Kindness and Compassion
Take a Form

e Rays of The Harmonist
(magazine, 26 Issues)

www.purebhakti.com
www.harikatha.com

N
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