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Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaj
Tentative Summer Schedule
April - June 2001
Honolulu 17-19 April
Canada (Vancouver) 21 - 27 April
Eugene 28 April - 2 May
Badger 4 -11 May
Los Angeles 12 - 14 May
Houston 15 - 21 May
Alachua 23 - 28 May
Washington DC 30 May - 4 June
Holland 5-11June
Italy 12 - 18 June
UK 22-29 June
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on June 23, 2001 at The Divine Festival
of Lord Jagannath, in Birmingham organ-
ised by Sri Gaur Govinda Gaudiya Math.]

His Divine Grace Srila BV Narayan
Maharaja, Committee Members of Sri
Gaur Govinda Math, Distinguished
guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 'Hare
Krishna', 'Hare Krishna'. It gives me great
pleasure to be here this afternoon to at-
tend the Festival of Lord Jagannath, which
Is one of the most ancient and cherished
events in the Hindu Calender. This festi-
val is also being celebrated with the theme
of "A Universal Interfaith Gathering" and
in conjunction with the Birmingham City
Council. We are indeed thankful to the
Council for the co-operation in organis-
ing this Festival in order to re-live the
story of Lord Jagannath.

| need not go into details of the story.
However, in brief, | may mention that Lord
Jagannath is the Lord of the Universe and
is one of the many names by which Lord
Shri Krishna is known. The Festival is the
joyous celebration of Lord Krishna's re-
turn to his beautiful home and beloved
devotees in the sacred cowherd village of
Vrindavan from his luxurious capital in
Dwarka. On this day we have the great
good fortune to behold the Supreme Lord
and receive his blessings and mercy. Once
a year, Lord Jagannath comes out of his
splendid temple in Jagannath Puri in In-
dia, benedicting all the people of the world
who may not be able to see him otherwise,

granting pure spiritual peace and harmony:.

I am indeed glad that besides the
world's major cities like London, New
York, Tokyo, Sydney, Paris - amongst oth-
ers - the devotees in Birmingham have got
together to organise this Festival in or-
der to receive the Great Lord's blessings.
We are indeed grateful that the Supreme
Lord's close friend and foremost disci-
ple, His Divine Grace Srila BV Narayan
Maharaja, is with us today to enable us to
have his saintly association. The Festival
in Birmingham is unigue in many ways:
more so, as the Deity of Lord Jagannath
- 15 feet high - being the largest deity of
him in the world - is seen.

While mentioning about Lord
Jagannath, | may quote from Mr. B. P.
Singh'sbook "India’s culture: The State, The
Arts and Beyond" in which he states that "'in
the realm of religion and spirituality, the
Hindu view of life and the two other reli-
gions - Jainism and Buddhism - dominated
the Indian thought process and Human ac-
tivity from the beginning of the year AD1.

In ancient India, the theme governing
Hindu activity and world view centred
around four concepts: (i) dharma (right-
eousness); (ii) artha (economic and po-
litical goals); (iii) Kama (pleasure) and
(iv) moksha (freedom from the cycle of
life, death and re-birth). Dharma, inclu-
sive of artha and kama is the grand design
of life and moksha is its culmination. In
many ways, dharma is the basis of the
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universe, for it refers to the rules of so-
cial intercourse laid down for every per-
son in terms of his/her varna (social sta-
tus), ashrama (the stage of life), and guna
(the qualities of inborn nature).

It may be pointed out that all the four
goals pertain to legitimate human activi-
ties but, on the scale of values, moksha
takes percedence over the rest. In the at-
tainment of freedom from the cycle of
life, the body is not an obstacle but an
instrument. Moksha can be attained both
through gyan (knowledge) or through
bhakti (devotion). Moksha is a state of
knowledge, or, more correctly, a sense
of realising the truth. Moksha is essen-
tially self-knowledge. The liberated per-
son performs his/her duties in a state of
tranquility and detachment and transmits
light to all those who come in contact
with her/him.

The notion of karma (deed) is integral
to the Hindu view of life. Dharmaand Karma
are inseparable as they together determine
the domain of human life. All Indian religious
traditions believe that human actions have
consequences that are inescapable—good
acts lead to joy and evil acts to sorrow. What-
ever cannot be enjoyed or suffered in this
life, flows on to the next birth which may
not necessarily be in a human form.

The Hindu religious philosophy is
expounded in a large number of texts and
legends, among which the Vedas, the
Upanishads, the Ramayana and the

Mahabharata with its Bhagwad Gita, are
the most significant.”

In the end, | once again congratulate
and thank the organisers of the Festival
for organising this Festival, as it would
promote Universal togetherness of the
various cultural communities in this part
of the United Kingdom. This Festival re-
emphasises the need for inculcating the
knowledge of religion and spirituality in
our lives to enable live a balanced, peace-
ful and prosperous existence in the world.

Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna.
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Schedule for Srila Maharaj's Winter Tour 2001

Germany 11 Dec.—16 Dec.
San Diego 18 Dec.—23 Dec.
Hawaii 16 Jan.—20 Jan.
New Zealand 30 Jan.—4 Feb.

Fiji 6 Feb.—9 Feb.
Murwillumbah 12 Feb.—17 Feb.
Brisbane 19 Feb.—22 Feb.
Sydney/Cessnock 23 Feb.—27 Feb.
Singapore 3 March—7 March
Malaysia 9 March—13 March

(Return to Calcutta, India on 14 March)
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