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SUMMER PREACHING TOUR OF SRILA MAHARA JJI-2003

10-04-2003
09-05-2003
13-05-2003
23-05-2003
26-05-2003
04-06-2003
12-06-2003
21-06-2003
28-06-2003
06-07-2003
09-07-2003

DELHI—HONOLULU
LOS ANGELES
BADGER

SAN FRANCISCO
HOUSTON
AMSTERDAM
BIRMINGHAM
MALAGA
MOSCOW
VIENNA

DELHI

E-mail during tour brajanath @gaudiya.net
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1 Il-ﬂ- I, Lee P. Brown, Mayor of the City of Houston, hereby take pleasure in E.E'

appointing you an

Honorary Citizen

of the city of Houston, Texas in recognition of the outstanding success
you have achieved in your vocation and in appreciation of the valuable
contributions you have made and are making through unselfish public
service for the benefit and welfare of humanity. Furthermore, as a token
of high esteem, | have selected you to serve as a

Goodwill Ambassador

Of this city, with full power and authority to inform others of the genuine
hospitality and friendly atmosphere that prevail in Houston and of the
many advantages and unlimited opportunities that our great city has to
offer.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and have caused the
official Seal of the City of Houston to be affixed this 31st day of May

2003, A.D.
- 1

s Lee P. Brown
Mayor of the City of Houston
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1. The lord Mayor John Alden & the
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2. Mr. Sapra—The Consular General
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3. Mr. Omprakash Sharma—MBE
The President of The Hindu Council of
Temples, U. K. & Trustee of the National
Interfaith Centre,

4. Md. Imtiaz Ahmed, Md. Tahir Selby,
Md. Baseer Rehan—Ahmadiya Muslim
Association, Walsall,

5. Dr. Chris Hewer—The Church of
England, Birmingham Diocese,

6. Elder & Sister Hunter—The Church
of Jesus Christ of late day saints (Mor-
mons),
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worker.
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"The Golden City in the Sea"

(A report on the marine excavation
of Dvaraka)

tasmad adya vidhasyamo
durgam dvipada-durgamam
tatra jiatin samadhaya
yavanam ghatayamahe
(Srimad Bhagavatm 10-50-48)
(Sri Krishna said to Lord
Sankarshana) "Therefore we will imme-
diately construct a fortress that no human

force can penetrate. After settling our
family members there, we will slay
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Report on offshore exploration and ex-
cavation of Dwaraka headed by Dr. S.
R. Rao, Scientist at Marine Archaeology,
Unit of the National Institute of Oceanol-

ogy <= Housden, T., "Lost ctiy could
Rewrite History" (BBC news Online, 19-
1-2002, 06:33 GMT) @& dedisht #
qug T
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Title is "Ancient Mudras"

Seal (Mudras) found in the Indus Val-
ley, some of which dating back 5,000
years, prove that Sri Krishna and the
Yadavas actually existed and are not
merely a figment of imagination. On one
seal the archaeologist Rajaram and Jha
deciphered the name Devapi, the elder

brother of Bhisma's father Shantanu.
Among other names related to Krishna

deciphered are Krishna's friend Akrura,
Maharaj Yadu and Sri Tirtha (an old
name for Dvaraka). One seal carried the
words "Murari Vrishni Anga" i.e. "Murari
of the Vrishnis", and another the words
"Vrishni Varpa" implying that Murari or
Krishna had a beautiful body.
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"The Dwaraka Mudra"

But perhaps the most significant find,
corroborating a statement of the
'Harivamsa', is a seal (just 18mm x 20
mm) bearing the motif of a three-headed-
animal representing the bull, unicorn and
goat. The Harivamsa says that every citi-
zen of Dwaraka had to carry a seal
(mudra) as a mark of identification and
that none without a seal could enter the

city.
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"A Second lost City"

Recently came an even greater sur-
prise. While conducting a regular survey
of pollution, oceanographers from India's
National Institute of Ocean Technology
discovered the remains of a second
huge lost city 120 feet underwater in the
Gulf of Cambay, not far from the Dwarka
site. When debris form the site was car-
bon dated, it was found to be over 9,000
years old. Current academic opinion in-
sists that no civilisations existed until
roughly 4,500 years ago when the first big
cities begin to appear in Mesopotamia.

In areport on BBC news Online, au-
thor and film-maker Graham Hancock,
who has written extensively on the uncov-
ering of ancient civilisations, said the evi-
dence forced historians and archaeolo-
gists to radically reconsider their view of
ancient human history. He said "There is
a huge chronological problem in this dis-
covery. It means that the whole model of
the origins of civilisation with which ar-
chaeologists have been working will have
to be remade from scratch.”
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Dr. Rao and his team found part of a
paved road as well as several beautiful
deities of Shri Vishnu, who would have
been worshipped by yadavas. The ref-
erence to Dwaraka as nagar (city) is
borne out by the engineering skills, ad-
vanced technology and high literacy of its
people. Like the Bhagavata Purana, the
Mahabharata also notes the innumerable
flags flying in the city of Dwaraka.
Unsurprisingly, the team of divers
discoverd the stone bases of flag posts
in their seabed excavation.

Other finds include a lunate-shaped
moonstone (chandan-sila), a copper lota
and bell, a stone mound for casting
spearheads, and a large iron stake. The
Mahabharata states that when Dwaraka
was besieged, its citizens inserted large
iron stakes into the ground.
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The Agathocles Coins

The Greek King Agathocles (2nd cen-
tury BC) was also a devoted vaisnava.
Excavations at Al-Khanuram in Afghani-
stan, conducted by P. Bernard and a
French archaeological expedition, un-
earthed six rectangular bronze coins is-
sued by the Indo-Greek ruler. The coins
had script written in both Greek and
Brahmi and most interestingly, show an
image of Vasudeva, carrying a chakra

and conchshell, and of Lord Sankarhana.
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The rhythm divine of group
chanting

Sound. In isolation, it has the
power to heal, to soothe, to motivate.
But when sound exists in the plurality
of united voices, it takes the mind and
body to another plane, more so when
this sound emanates from the collec-
tive power of group chanting.

The tradition of group chanting is
still maintained in monasteries today.
Proof of this tradition stems from the
fact that the Buddha's teachings were
preserved orally in various chant
forms till 80 BC.

Chanting has a healty, strengthen-
ing effect on the mind—it develops
concentration, patience and
determintation. There are two supple-
mentary aspects to this: anyone can
join in the chanting exercise; and, even
if the chants are completely unfamil-
iar, the steady pitch can have a very
calming and peaceful effect on the
mind of both the chanter and the lis-
tener. This effect is enhanced when
there is no set stopping place for the
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chant. The whole experience moves
like a gentle flow, like a rolling tide
of sound with a simple range of sound
patterns. There are numerous groups
which congregate with a view to learn-
ing chants. Group chanting is about
the development of superior human
qualities — and the development of
these qualities adds a meditative di-
mension to one's personality. Are you
ready to break the sound barrier?
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