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s Foreword %

Walking With a Saint 2007 is the third published volume in the
series of conversations between Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja and his numerous disciples and followers. These
conversations were recorded during his daily morning walks, which
took place throughout the several years of his widespread world
preaching tours, and some of the conversations in many of his
darsanas are also included here. Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
is a globally acclaimed scholar and saint, and is also recognized as
an eternal associate of the Supreme Absolute Truth Sri Sri Radha-
Krsna and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

The respected reader is cordially invited to join him during
these conversations, to truely benefit from the deep wisdom and
compassion that emanate from the heart of this great living saint
and that are articulated by his potent words.

Western readers may be familiar with Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja, who is renowned as Srila Prabhupada and who
is famous for having introduced and spread the glorious teachings
of pure theistic thought in the Western world. In the same lineage
and tradition, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja has continued to
promulgate this message of Krsna Consciousness across the world.
It is by the potency of such great stalwart God-realized personalities
that divine knowledge is disseminated.

The ancient Vedic literatures have given humanity access and
a glimpse of the divine world or supramundane plane since time
immemorial. In essence, they emphasize the enormous importance
of the association and guidance of saintly persons for the spiritual
seeker’s ultimate success, and in many instances establish the
extreme rarity of such association.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam, which is regarded as the crest jewel of
timeless Vedic authority, illustrates this point (6.14.3-5): “O Lord,
there are as many living beings in this material world as there are
grains of sand. Only a few of these are human beings, among whom
only a few direct their efforts in search of a higher goal. Of those
who are endeavoring for a higher goal, only a few rare individuals
seek liberation from this world, and out of thousands of such people,
hardly one is actually able to achieve yogic perfection or liberation
(mukti). Amongst millions of perfected yogis and liberated souls,
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it is difficult to find a single peaceful, great soul who is fully dedicated
to the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.”

The great Vaisnava saint Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says of this
verse, “Such pure devotees, who are free from all contaminations
of the heart and mind, are very rare indeed. Even among millions
of liberated souls, one can hardly find a single pure devotee of
Krsna. Therefore, no association in this world is more rare than the
association of Krsna’s devotees.” It is in the light of this appreciation
that we ask our patient readers to take advantage of the pages of this
third volume of Walking with a Saint.

Here in the foreword we include several quotes for your interest,
which illuminate the profound nature of the association of such
saints. In thinking about writing this foreword, which is one of
the first things you, our respected readers, will see in this book, we
considered you would be most inspired by personally hearing about
the benefits of saintly association from saints of their own caliber.

The first glorification of such association is an excerpt from
St7 Guru-bhakti by Srila Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura (taken
from Rays of the Harmonist, Memorial Edition Sri Vyasa-piija, No.
23, 2011): “The living entity who is blinded by the delusion of Sri
Krsna’s potency of illusion and bound in the widespread network of
material existence wanders here and there. Having been captivated
by the hope for happiness, he searches for happiness in knowledge,
intelligence, wealth, honor, etc., but by no means can he make
himself happy. In this way, the living entity passes many lives.

“As a result of accruing great spiritual merit over many births,
faith in bhajana is transmitted into the living entity’s heart. His
only chance of attaining true happiness is in bhajana, devotion
to Krsna. Sri Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
the living entities, called jivas, are His eternal servants. Sraddha
is the very strong and determined faith that by performing bhakti
to Sri Krsna, all sufferings are dispelled and one becomes situated
in one’s constitutional position as a servant of Krsna. With this
faith, the jiva soon takes the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona
fide guru and attains all types of perfection, solely by the virtue of
$r1 guru’s grace.

“The boundlessly merciful Vaisnavas are the supreme friends of
the fallen jivas in this world. Knowing the jivas to be averse to Krsna,
the Vaisnavas instruct them on bhakti-tattva, the fundamental
principles of pure devotion. When faith develops in this, the jiva
takes shelter of the lotus feet of a Vaisnava, who now instructs him
on bhajana. Then, when the disciple exhibits suitable qualification,
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having developed single-mindedness and expertise in bhajana,
$r1 guru bestows his mercy upon him by granting the power to behold
the storehouse of transcendence, Sri Krsna. Such is the endless
mercy of the Vaisnava.”

The second excerpt is called Sri Gaura-kisora — The Deity of Ideal
Renunciation (taken from Rays of the Harmonist, Memorial Edition
Sri Vyasa-pija, No. 23, 2011). It was spoken by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, and compiled, translated (into
Hindi) and edited by Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. It glorifies
the association of great saints in this way: “My gurupadapadma is
not a teacher of any of the illusory subjects of this world, which
are aimed only at enjoyment; at the same time, he alone is the
indisputable genius in every subject in this world. However, because
[ am deprived and fallen, because of my own weaknesses, not all of
my gurupadapadma’s teachings have entered my heart.”!

He beautifully expresses the gratitude of a fortunate recipient
of such spiritual shelter and association thus: “In order to speak all
the teachings that, by my gurupadapadma’s mercy, have somehow
entered through the pathways of my ears, may I possess millions
upon millions of tongues, millions upon millions of heads, and
millions upon millions of years to live. Then I will sing about the
unparalleled compassion and benevolence of my gurupadapadma
throughout the unlimited universes, with millions and millions of
tongues and millions and millions of heads for millions and millions
of years. Only then will [ have truly performed guru-piija... On that
day I will finally be liberated from singing about fleeting illusory
matters. On that day I will be released from the captivity of all the
mundane teachings of this world.”

1 The nature of pure love of God is such that one who possesses it always feels himself
bereft. Such transcendental humility was displayed by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
when He exclaimed, “Na prema-gandho 'sti darapi me harau — I haven't the slightest
tinge of love of God” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 2.45). All of our riipanuga
acaryas have expressed similar sentiments. For example, Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami
Maharaja uttered these words: “Personally, I have no hope for any direct service for
the coming crores of births of the sojourn of my life, but [ am confident that some
day or other I shall be delivered from this mire of delusion in which [ am at present
so deeply sunk.”

Out of compassion for the fallen souls, to encourage them on the gradually
ascending path of bhakti, the acarya (in this instance, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura) may sometimes use himself as an example of one who must yet
labor for perfection when instructing those who actually do have a long way to go
to reach such perfection. In this way he inspires hope in others and nurtures an
affectionate relationship with them.
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He continues, “How merciful was he that he used to say to me,
“Your scholarship, your purity, and your aristocracy — give it all up
and come to stay with me. You will not have to go anywhere else.
Whatever you need — a cottage, a house, a mansion, a palace —
whatever scholarship and prestige you need, or whatever degree of
self control and renunciation you wish to attain, you will get it all
by being here. Just come to me. Do not run here and there, impelled
by desires like, ‘I must have a nice home, I must find a good means to
achieve material success, and [ must become vastly learned.” Do not
aspire to achieve what ordinary people value so much.’

“Compelled by compassion, my gurupadapadma has appeared
in this world to bestow upon me, by the collyrium of knowledge,
the divine realization that I am the servant of Nanda-nandana
[Sri Krsna, the son of Nanda Maharaja]. Due to my ignorance, I
had come to believe that enjoying the objects of the senses was my
duty and purpose in life. Thus I had completely lost sight of my real
duty. But §r1 gurupadapadma has appeared in this world to dispel the
darkness of my ignorance.”

By his personal deep humility, Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura continues to instruct us on the glories of taking
shelter in such saintly association. He says, “Sri gurupadapadma
removes the veil from my eyes and grants me true sight by divine
knowledge. He pulls away the veil that covers my eyes, slightly parts
my eyelids and instructs me, ‘Open your eyes and look.” For so long
I thought I could see with my eyes shut.

“So [ am abandoning my pride and offering namaskara [obeisance]
to him. This indeed is the ingredient of my worship. The act of
renouncing the arrogant conception that [ am the seer and enjoyer
is called namaskara. When I was nurturing the misconception that
I am the doer, $ri gurupadapadma opened my eyes and dismissed my
notions of reality, which were improperly conceived. Driven by some
other knowledge, I was following the blind. Gurupadapadma made
me realize that I must not follow the blind, that I must follow he who
is possessed of divine vision, and that to worship him was my duty.”

Last but not least is this third excerpt, which further helps us
understand the mercy that awaits us in the association and shelter of
great Vaisnava saints. It was spoken by Srila Prabhupada Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja in 1936, on the occasion of the appearance day of his
guru mahardja, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada:

“While others were yet in the womb of historical oblivion, the
sages of India had developed a different kind of civilization, which
enabled them to know themselves. They had discovered that we are
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not at all material entities, but that we are all spiritual, permanent,
and indestructible servants of the Absolute. But because we
have, against our better judgment, chosen to completely identify
ourselves with this present material existence, our sufferings have
multiplied according to the inexorable law of birth and death, with
its consequent diseases and anxieties.

“These sufferings cannot be really mitigated by any provision
of material happiness, because matter and spirit are completely
different elements. It is as if you were to take an aquatic animal out
of water and put it on the land, supplying all manner of happiness
possible on land. The deadly sufferings of the animal are not
capable of being relieved at all until it is taken out of its foreign
environment. Spirit and matter are completely contradictory things.
All of us are spiritual entities. We cannot have perfect happiness,
which is our birthright, however much we may meddle with the
affairs of mundane things. Perfect happiness can be ours only when
we are restored to our natural state of spiritual existence. This is
the distinctive message of our ancient Indian civilization, this is
the message of the Gitd, this is the message of the Vedas and the
Puranas, and this is the message of all the real acaryas, including our
present dcaryadeva in the line of Lord Caitanya.

“Gentlemen, although it is imperfectly that we have been
enabled by his grace to understand the sublime messages of our
acaryadeva, om visnupada paramahamsa parivrajakacarya Sri
Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, we must
admit that we have realized definitely that the divine message from
his holy lips is the congenial thing for suffering humanity. All of us
should hear him patiently. If we listen to the transcendental sound
without unnecessary opposition, he will surely have mercy upon us.
The acarya’s message is to take us back to our original home, back
to God. Let me repeat, therefore, that we should hear him patiently,
follow him in the measure of our conviction, and bow down at his
lotus feet for releasing us from our present causeless unwillingness
for serving the Absolute and all souls.”

About This Book
Walking With A Saint 2007 gives all its readers the sublime

association with a saint of the caliber of those glorified above. It
was in 2008 that Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja first requested
that his morning walks be published in yearly installments. Since
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then, Walking With A Saint 2008 and then 2009 were manifest by
his mercy.

As described above, it is the duty of §ri guru to open the eyes
of his disciples, who had previously thought that they could see
the world with their eyes shut. Similarly, Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja corrected his disciples when they were astray in their
concepts of life, their subsequent behavior, and their need for more
precision in philosophical understanding and presentation. As the
months rolled on with the first publication, Walking With A Saint
2008, and more and more walks and darsanas were being edited,
several of the editors began to consider removing the names of
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s spiritual daughters and sons
who were corrected or lovingly chastised by him, worried that those
followers would be embarrassed by public exposure. The editors
wanted to express their concerns to him personally, and one of their
representatives had the good fortune to do that in Delhi, India, in
March of 2010. Here is the transcription:

Syamarani dast: Srila Gurudeva, during some of your morning
walks and darSanas you lovingly chastise disciples; and
sometimes, out of your compassion, you tell about the faults
of certain disciples and others to the devotees present with
you. Some of the editors are thinking that these statements
should not be in the book. They are concerned that on one
hand we are supposed to quote our Gurudeva, and on the
other hand we are not supposed to criticize others. If the
readers see your chastisements or apparent criticisms in the
book, they might feel comfortable to also criticize those same
persons — or anyone else. How do we reconcile this?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What [ have told, I have
told. There is no need for adjustment; nothing to ask about
that. By this chastisement, he will correct himself. I gave him
this good instruction for him as well as for others.

Syamarani dasi: So, should we write in our Foreword to the
book that the self-realized guru has a right to chastise, but
others do not?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.2

2 Several statements by Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja were included in the
Foreword of Walking With A Saint 2008 regarding the danger of a conditioned soul
chastising and criticizing others, and two such statements are included here:
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Syamarani dasi: Suppose a disciple is doing something wrong
and you instruct him or chastise him for his betterment, and
after that he changes for the better. Then, although he has
already changed, one or two years later people may read the
Morning Walk book and think, “He is doing wrong,” or “He
has done wrong.” Do we need to keep in the name of the
devotee who is being corrected or chastised?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. I have chastised
disciples for those disciples’ well-being; but others should not
chastise or find fault. They have no power to do so.

Syamarani dasi: When you say ‘no power,” do you mean that
they have no power to change the person or make him Krsna
conscious, so they have no authority to criticize or chastise?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

The best thing about this book is that everyone who reads it feels
like they are right there with the saint in the book, Srila Narayana
Gosvami Mahar3ja, receiving his loving compassion on his walks
and darsanas. We pray that our readers excuse any errors in our
presentation.

Praying for the mercy of
Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas,

The Editorial Team,
Orh Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta

Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s tirobhava-tithi,
6 January 2013

“To bring a person from the clutches of the Lord’s deluding material potency,
mayd, is very, very hard. If lust or any other attachment is present in that person’s
heart it will go away very soon if he is chanting, remembering, and listening to hari-
katha. Be very careful. Don’t criticize devotees — or non-devotees. First look at your
own condition and try to purify yourself. Is there any lust in you? Is there any deceit
in you? Be worried for that; don’t worry for others. Guru and Krsna are responsible
for others. You cannot do anything to help them, so you have no right to criticize”
(Hilo, Hawaii: February 7, 2005).

“If we think of others’ bad qualities, we will have to absorb those qualities in
ourselves” (India: September 4, 2005).

* Please note that, unless otherwise referenced, all the bracketed statements within
the text, as well as all the footnotes, have been written by the editors and are based
on the explanations of Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Mahar3ja.

vii
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Why We Edit The Way We Do

Whenever Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja would speak during morning walks or private darsanas
like those presented in this series of books, he would shower us with
wisdom and instructions. Tens of thousands of his disciples and
followers were so fortunate as to receive this direct guidance. As we
sat before him, listening to the tone of his voice, watching his facial
expressions — his smiles, his frowns, the expressions of his eyes — and
noting his gestures, it was easy, for the most part, to understand his
words and grasp his intent. However, when those same words are
transcribed onto paper, the meaning is sometimes lost.

It was a dilemma. He had instructed us to publish his classes
in English. He had repeatedly told us that his teachings should be
recorded, received, and understood. He asked, time and again, that
books be made of his morning walks and dar§anas. But English was
not his mother language, and direct transcriptions of his words did
not suitably represent him. Still, how could we edit? Editing the words
of a pure Vaisnava seemed like a transgression of proper etiquette.

We discussed our quandary with him, not once or twice, but many,
many times. Srila Maharaja was not only very much aware that his
words had to be edited; it was his idea, and he gave various persons
this responsibility. He clearly understood the importance of clear
communication — the power of the written word in broadcasting the
message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He repeatedly directed us to edit
his words so as to clearly represent his meaning to Western readers.

Since 1997, when we first began the editing of Srila Maharaja’s
classes, we asked him thousands of questions to clarify what he
meant to say. This was done in person and by email, and he always
kindly replied. We also asked thousands of questions to his personal
servant, who, having heard Srila Maharaja explain the same points
many, many times in Hindi and Bengali, also kindly answered our
questions, and continues to do so to the present day.

The following are examples of the type of editing we have done:

Sometimes we have had to substitute words or phrases. For
example, Srila Maharaja told us that when he could not think of the
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English equivalent to a Hindi word, he may say “anything” or “thing.”
For example, paraphrasing Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, he
once said, “If I've told, and you have understand anything rather
thing, not proper thing, so it is my fault that I could not make you
understand. So God and suddha-bhaktas (pure devotees) should
forgive me.” He was actually wanting to say, “If I've told something,
and you have understood it in a different way, not in the proper way,
then it is my fault that I could not make you understand. May God
and the suddha-bhaktas forgive me.”

Sometimes we have had to add the intended meaning. He once
said that before Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada came
to America he had no personality. He actually meant that Srila
Prabhupada was not a well-known personality. When he said that
the gopis passed through the narrow galleries of Govardhana, he
meant that they passed through the narrow alleyways. Yet another
example is when he told us that when he had said, “The gopis knew
by Pirnima and Gargacarya that Krsna is God, yet they never
saw Him as a God,” his real meaning was, “The gopis heard from
Piirnima and Gargacarya that Krsna is God, but they did not believe
this. They personally never saw Him as God.” He told us, “‘knew’
means ‘heard from others.” It was not their view.” He expected us to
add the intended meaning to the transcript.

The following is an exact transcription of an original sound
file of a conversation that took place in Australia. This was used in
Walking with a Saint 2009. It is followed by the published version.
This sound file was particularly hard to decipher, as sometimes more
than one person was speaking at the same time.

Mahaprabhu dasa: Some devotees are asking, “Should we forget
the temple in Murwillambah and build something at the
Garden-ashram instead?”

Brajanath dasa: Mathuranatha prabhu, he has a big piece of
land. You went by boat. Remember?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, no. Murwillambah is
better. This place is not good.

Mahaprabhu dasa: Okay.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Mathuranatha.

Mahaprabhu dasa: Yes.
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Brajanath dasa: For temple.
Mahaprabhu dasa: For temple.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: River crossing, on the top

of hill.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: The place is okay, but for...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No plane case [??] [This
sentence was not clear]. No big hall can be done.

Mahaprabhu: Yes.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Because in rainy season none
can go...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And in Murwillumbah
easily all can come.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yeah.

Brajanath dasa: For festivals.

Mahaprabhu dasa: For festivals.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yeah.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: So better there.
Mahaprabhu dasa: Okay.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Suppose put a festival there and
rains start. All will get stuck and not go.

Mahaprabhu dasa: Yes.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: From the viewpoint of living it is
ok, but for festival, Murwillumbah better.

The edited, printed version reads:

Mahaprabhu dasa: Some devotees are asking if we should

build something at the Garden-ashram instead of in
Murwillambah.

Brajanath dasa: Mathuranatha prabhu has a big piece of land
that you went by boat to see.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, no. Murwillambah is
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better. Mathuranatha’s Garden-ashram is not a good location
for a temple. Devotees have to cross a river and climb a hill.
And they can’t build a big hall there. Murwillambah is easily
accessible to all, so it is a better location.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: As a residence, the Garden-
ashram is okay, but Murwillambah is better for festivals. In
the rainy season no one can access Garden-ashram.

These examples demonstrate some of the difficulties we have
faced in editing Srila Maharaja’s speech. Such extensive editing
as we did in the above conversation is not common; it is rare, but
still, it is sometimes done. During the manifest presence of Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, this editing was done under his order
and direction. On many occasions he clearly let us know it pleased
him that his words would be presented in this way. Now, we are still
following the instructions he gave us, in the hope that again he will
be pleased.

In this regard, we take shelter of the wisdom of the venerable
Srila Bhakti Raksaka Sridhara Gosvami Maharaja, in a darsana
given in March, 1978. (Only the punctuation was edited by us.)

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Our gurudeva, he dictated in English
some instructions once, but little faulty from the standpoint
of correct English. Then our one professor Bhaal, disciple,
he told that [it is the] dictionary [that] should be corrected.
What Gurudeva says, it is alright.

Assembly: [Laughter] Jaya.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: Do you follow? “Grammar and
dictionary should be corrected, but what guru says it is
alright.” Then another, little higher, position disciple, he told
that that is the lowest class disciples’ statement. The higher
class disciple will see that what guru wants from him, what
sort of service he wants; that correct English should go to
establish his position to the public. So when it comes to the
Sisya (disciple), it will adjust.

Suppose your gurudeva, when you are going to take his
photo, in ordinary dress he comes before the photo maker.
But the $isya will, “No, no. You should stand in this posture;
with this dress you must take the photo.” Do you follow?
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Assembly: Yes.
Tamala-krsna Maharaja: Very clear, very clear.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: So, in language also, gurudeva gives
the main point, but the language, if it is a little faulty, faulty
to the public, the sisya will come: “No, this should be couched
in good language.” That is not harmful. Do you follow?

Assembly: Yes.

Srila Sridhara Maharaja: So, in Sanskrit, what your Guru
Maharaja has told, “Namo sarasvata,” small these things, you
say. I can't follow whether it is correct grammatically, but it
will be your duty, according to my opinion, to couch it well
with the language. And that will be the greatest service,
service of higher quality. And to say that “Dictionary should
be corrected and the grammer should be corrected, what my
guru has said.” But practically, that will be kanistha-adhikart
service; the lower Sisya, the lower status service....To explain
his prestige and position, you will dress him in good dress.

In addition, we may omit certain portions of the sound files for
the following reasons:

(1) A discussion is going on with Srila Maharaja’s devotees but
with no audible participation on his part. He may have been
nodding “yes” or shaking his head “no,” but because he was not
speaking, we could not reference his words. Somebody might
have asked a question and somebody else might have answered
it, but if Srila Maharaja did not give his audible input, we did
not include those devotees’ conversations.

(2) If somebody asked Srila Maharaja a question and somebody
else rephrased that question to him, we may not include this
rephrasing.

(3) Sometimes, after Srila Maharija said something, someone else
might repeat some part of that. Mostly, we did not include this
repetition.

(4) If somebody asked Srila Maharaja a question and there was no
audible answer, then we did not include that person’s question.

(5) When Srila Maharaja engaged in friendly conversation with
someone, everyone within hearing and seeing range could feel
something of the transcendental love of God emanating from
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his being. They were overwhelmed by his friendliness, care,
concern, and compassion, and they received spiritual benefit
from his mere presence. In spite of the obvious transcendental
value of these darsanas to those present, if the conversations
were not instructive philosophically or practically, we may omit
them.

We readily admit our own imperfections in the matter of hearing
and editing the transcendental words of our beloved Gurudeva,
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. We pray to our respected
readers to forgive any errors made in transcribing, editing, and
in the overall presentation, and invite you to communicate your
findings and corrections to us. We encourage you all to visit the
magnificent archive of sound and video recordings of Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. (See www.purebhakti.tv
for free downloading and online hearing, or www.purebhakti.com/gvp
for submitting correction suggestions.)

Finally, we would be remiss if we did not take this opportunity to
give our profound thanks to Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s servant, Sripada Bhaktivedanta Madhava Maharaja,
and Srila Maharaja’s secretary, Sripada Brajanath prabhu, for their
graciousness in facilitating, since the beginning, all of our editorial
questions.

Praying for the mercy of
Sri Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas,

Syémarﬁni dasi and the Editorial Team,
Om Visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta

Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s tirobhava-tithi,
6 January 2013
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$fe January 1, 2007 %
Darsana

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I wish you all a happy New
Year. The New Year we are now celebrating is in accordance with
Western calculation. Most people celebrate it in relation to their
physical body and mind, because those in the Western world are
very concerned about their physical health and mental well-being —
not more than that. Very few persons in the Western world know
about the soul. They don’t even know where they will go after
death. They work at jobs, but they don’t know of their goal after
retirement, and they become crazy.

We have to celebrate the New Year in such a way that our devotion
will increase day by day. We have to know that we are not this gross
or subtle body; we are not our mind, ego, and intelligence. We are
beyond all these things. We are spirit souls, part and parcel of the
Supreme Lord. Let us leave whatever material consideration was with
us last year, and start anew this year. Our devotion must increase.

The question may arise: “If my devotion must increase, how will
I maintain my life?” For maintaining your life, you can continue
what you are doing. Whether you want to or not, you must perform
some karma.

Bhagavan Sri Krsna told Arjuna in the Bhagavad-gita (3.5):

na hi kascit ksanam api
jatu tisthaty akarma-krt
karyate hy avasah karma
sarvah prakrti-jair gunaih

[No one can remain inactive, not even for a moment.
Everyone is impelled to act under the influence of such
qualities as attachment and hate, which are born of one’s
nature.]

No one can remain alive without performing some activity.
Whether you want to or not, you have to breathe. Whether you
are breathing or holding your breath, this is also karma. If you are
standing, sitting, walking, or talking, all these are in the category
of karma. So, to maintain our lives, we are forced to engage in
some karma.

But this will not give you eternal happiness, or peace and tran-
quillity of mind. For happiness, you must engage in some devotional
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service, and to cultivate devotion successfully, you must first of all
surrender at the lotus feet of a bona fide guru. In good association,
under the guidance of gurudeva, you can progress in devotional life.
If you do this, your New Year’s celebration will be successful.

In this world there are eight million four-hundred thousand
species of life, and among them four-hundred-thousand are human
beings. Most of the human population does not know about God.
They think they know God, but who God is, what are His qualities,
and what is His form is not known to them at all. They only want
to say “God.” That is enough for them; they don’t know more than
that. In America, the government writes on its dollar bill “In God
we trust,” but they do not have any conception of God.

So, who is God? G is for generator, He who creates this world.
O is for operator, He who nourishes and protects us. And D is for
destroyer. He who is the owner, creator, and destroyer is Bhagavan,
or God.

It is mentioned in the Vedic scripture [Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.28],
“Ete camsa-kalah pumsah, krsnas tu bhagavan svayam — all the incar-
nations of Godhead are either plenary expansions or parts of the
plenary expansions of the Supreme Godhead, but Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself.” Therefore we must serve
Him, taking a vow from this very day, the New Year’s Day. Whatever
happened happened [Let bygones be bygones]. We have to forget all
these material things and start anew our Krsna consciousness, and
then our celebration of New Year’s Day will be successful.

nr-deham adyam sulabham sudurlabham
plavam sukalparn guru-karna-dharam
mayanukiilena nabhasvateritam
puman bhavabdhim na taret sa atma-ha

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.17)

[The human body, which can award all benefit in life, is
automatically obtained by the laws of nature, although
it is a very rare achievement. This human body can be
compared to a perfectly constructed boat, having the
spiritual master as the captain and the instructions of the
Personality of Godhead as favorable winds impelling it
on its course. Considering all these advantages, a human
being who does not utilize his human life to cross the
ocean of material existence must be considered the killer
of his own soul.*]
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Nr-deha means ‘human body.” We have received a human body,
which is very rare to achieve, and now it is easy for us to do bhajana.
However, we can see that other living entities do not create
weapons of mass destruction and so many arrangements to maintain
their lifestyle. If anything happens, they quarrel with each other
with their claws and teeth, and at the next moment they forget
their quarrelling. But we humans take revenge and become more
ferocious than tigers, bears, lions, and other wild animals.

How can we become calm, quiet and peaceful with each other?
It is possible only if we do bhajana. So, nr-deham adyarm sulabham
sudurlabham, plavarm sukalpam guru-karna-dharam. This human
body is like a boat going from one place to another, in one direction
or another. A captain is needed for the boat. Who is that captain?
The bona fide guru. Here in Hawaii we are situated by the Pacific
Ocean, and we see every day there are some boats floating on it.
These boats have sails, and when the sails catch the wind, the boats
move very fast. In the same way, sadhu-sanga (association with pure
devotees of Krsna) is the favorable wind, for by sadhu-sanga we can
advance very quickly in Krsna consciousness. In this way our lives
will be maintained very easily, and we can be calm and quiet and
in harmony with each other. Thus, our celebration here will be
successful.

Generally, people understand the meaning of happiness in terms
of the body, mind, health, money, and good sons and daughters.
They consider that if they have these things, they will be happy, but
everyone becomes unhappy in spite of having them. For a long time,
since the creation of this world, we have been coming and going,
taking birth and dying, but still we are not happy.

We have forgotten Krsna. We are part and parcel of Krsna, and
we have forgotten Him. That is why His illusory maya threw us into
this world and covered our constitutional form and qualities with
two bodies — the physical body and the subtle body.

We are trying so hard, here and there, to be happy, but really
everyone is full of grief. Only a truly qualified guru can teach us by
what process Krsna’s service can be achieved. Then, by practice and
maturity of bhakti-sadhana, we will surely become happy.

My blessing is that I am praying to Krsna that He will sprinkle
His mercy upon you all, so that you will become truly joyful in every
way — by body, mind, and soul.

Are there any questions?
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Haladhara dasa: What is the meaning of the name Radha, or
Radharani?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Radha means ‘always serving
Sri Krsna.’ Radha means ‘to please Krsna.” Also, She is pleased
by Krsna. Radha means ‘She runs towards Krsna to serve Him.’
Radhika means ‘Krsna searches for Her and pleases Her.’

Krsna means ‘all-attractive, with innumerable good qualities.’
Riipa-madhuri: He is exquisitely beautiful. Venu-madhuri: His flute
playing is very, very sweet. Guna-madhuri: He is full with particularly
sweet qualities. Lila-madhuri: His pastimes are enchanting. By these
qualities Krsna attracts all beings in the world and delivers them.
All living beings, namely birds, animals, and all other creatures, are
attracted to Him, and therefore He is called Krsna.

Krsna is the ocean of rasa, or transcendental relationships, and
Radha is the power of Krsna and the embodiment of mahabhava
(the highest love for Him). By Her sweet service to Him, Radha
attracts and controls Him. Although Radha and Krsna are not two
bodies, only one, it can also be said that Krsna is the one Supreme
Person and Radha is the Sakti, or power, within Him. For lila-vilasa,
or sweet pastimes, They have become two bodies, but They remain
one soul.
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s« January (undated), 2007 %
Morning walk excerpt

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: Srila prabhu is saying that Satsvariipa
Maharaja was very attached to the vaidhi mood. Srila Prabhupada
was trying to encourage him, “You should reciprocate with me
from your heart.” Srila is asking, “How can we develop the mood of
mamata for our gurudeva, so that we have that heart reciprocation
with him?”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What do you mean by mamata?

Srila dasa: Uh... dasya-bhava (the mood of servitorship). Of course,
it is more than just service. There is a mood of mine-ness (posses-
siveness): “Gurudeva is mine, and I belong to Gurudeva.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who has more sense of mine-
ness for Krsna — Nanda Baba, Mother Yasod3, the sakhas, or the

gopis?
Srila dasa: The gopis.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Within all the rasas there is more
mamatda in madhurya-rasa, and within madhurya-rasa, Radhika has
more mamatd than the other gopis. Mamata means, “Whatever I
have — my mind, body, soul, wealth, reputation, and everything else —
I have given totally, solely, to Him. I have given Him my whole
energy.” For whom you give more energy, mamata will develop more
to that person. If you give your entire energy, then mamata will be
complete:

manasa, deha, geha, jo kichu mora
arpilii tuwa pade, nanda-kisora!
Manasa Deha Geha (Verse 1)

[Mind, body, family, and whatever else is mine, I have
surrendered at Your lotus feet, O youthful Son of Nanda!]

marabi, rakhabi — jo iccha tohara

nitya-dasa prati tuwa adhikara
Manasa Deha Geha (Verse 3)

[Slay me or protect me as You wish, for You have full
ownership of Your eternal servitor.]
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When this mood comes, it is understood that mamata is present.
The gradation of this mood corresponds to the gradation of mamata.

You have some mamata for me, but it is not full. You are not giving
your entire deha (body), geha (family), and manasa (mind) to me. If
you will give yourself to me as they do [indicating the other devotees
present], then you will have mamata. When you have strong faith
in me, thinking, “He can help me in Krsna consciousness,” then it
will come.

st January 14, 2007 %
Darsana

Krsna-priya dasi (from Canada): Govinda has a question regarding
your hari-katha last night. He wants to know how to follow Srila
Svami Prabhupada’s mood. Would that be in wvaidhi-bhakti or
raganuga-bhakti?!

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: One must follow vaidhi-bhakti.
But if one practices vaidhi-bhakti in our line — reading St Caitanya-
caritamrta and Srimad-Bhagavatam and hearing classes on all the
subjects there, one will automatically come to raganuga. If anyone
practices bhakti as Srila Rapa Gosvami explained it in Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, he will surely come to raganuga. All the principles
explained by Srila Rupa Gosvami are connected to raganuga. One
should begin from vaidhi-bhakti, and then he can easily develop
raganuga.

Madana-mohini dasi: So, those who are just beginning to practice

bhakti should not try to practice raganuga? It will come naturally?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Simply by hearing hari-katha,
they gradually begin vaidhi-bhakti and then in due course become
qualified for raganuga.

1 Vaidhi-bhakti is devotion prompted by the regulations of the scriptures. When
sadhana-bhakti is not inspired by intense longing, but is instigated by the discipline
of scriptures, it is called vaidhi-bhakti.

Raganuga-bhakti is bhakti that follows in the wake of Sri Krsna’s eternal associates
in Vraja, whose hearts are permeated with raga, which is an unquenchable loving
thirst for Krsna that gives rise to spontaneous and intense absorption.
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Krsna-priya dasi: Are any of us qualified for raganuga-bhakti?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | think many will become
qualified.
Do you want to go to Vaikuntha to serve Lord Narayana?

Devotee: No.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Do you want to go to Dvaraka
to be a queen?

Devotee: No.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Do you want to go to Mathura?
Devotee: No. I want to be a servant of Radha.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This is raganuga — the awakening
of such greed. To those who come to me, I give a powerful injection
that never goes in vain. This injection will gradually take them up
to radha-dasyam (personal service to Srimati Radhika).

But they must follow. It has been told in Bhagavad-gita(4.34):

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jianam
jianinas tattva-darsinah

[Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual
master. Inquire from him submissively and render service
unto him. The self-realized souls can impart knowledge
unto you because they have seen the truth.*]

Intellectually knowing the philosophy will not suffice. If one
knows all the scriptures, like Sﬁmad—th‘tgavatam, the Puranas, the
Vedas, Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, and Ujjvala-nilamani, but he cannot
satisfy his gurudeva, his erudition has no value. On the other hand,
even if one does not have much scriptural knowledge but he always
satisfies his gurudevaq, it is certain that he will become qualified.

vikriditar vraja-vadhiibhir idam ca visnoh
sraddhanvito ‘nusrnuyad atha varnayed yah
bhaktim param bhagavati pratilabhya kamarm
hrd-rogam asv apahinoty acirena dhirah
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.33.39)

11



Walking with a Saint - 2007

[A grave person who faithfully and continuously hears
the narrations of the transcendental pastimes that
Bhagavan Sri Krsna performed with the young girls of
Vraja, and then describes those pastimes accordingly,
achieves supreme devotion for the lotus feet of Bhagavan.
He very quickly attains freedom from the diseases of the
heart, which are the transformations of lust.]

The word anus$rnuyad in this verse means that the disciple hears
from gurudeva. Then, by serving and pleasing him, that disciple
will become qualified to speak and preach. If a learned person is
preaching but is not pleasing gurudeva, he is not qualified. His
speaking will not produce any good result.

Jayasri dasi (from New York): How do we continue to serve you
when we leave here and go back to our normal lives?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can remember the hari-
katha you have been hearing this week. Try to understand it and
incorporate it into your life. Always meditate on that hari-katha,
and execute the instructions I give while speaking.

Jayasri dast: To always think what you would want us to do?
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Syamarani dasi: Jayasri, my niece, has received diksa from you. And
this is Sarah, my other niece. She is meeting you for the first time,
and she has a question.

Sarah: How do [ sever worldly ties and become free to come to the
spiritual realm?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The holy name is even more
powerful then the Supreme Lord Himself. If you chant the holy
name, Krsna will mercifully arrange everything for you. You will
have the time to engage more fully in Krsna consciousness. Please
chant the very powerful holy name of Krsna.

Syamarani dasi: Because she is so new, she still eats meat. Can you
tell her something that would encourage her to give that up?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should know that within the
word ‘meat’ there is ME-EAT, meaning ‘those whom I eat will eat me.’

Sarah: They will eat me?

12
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Brajanath dasa: If you eat an animal in this life, that animal will eat
you in the next life.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That may happen even in this
life. The animals will surely take revenge. So don’t take meat, wine,
eggs, and fish; all these are forbidden. Be careful to avoid these,
beginning from today.

Sumangala dasi (from California): Srila Gurudeva, here is my Vyasa-
piija offering. I am giving it to you now, because on Vyasa-paja day
[4 days later] there will be so many people coming to you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can always come. All can
come. [ am the father of all of you. The father has affection for all
his children, so don’t be fearful.

Sumangala dasi: I have a question. Are the scriptures of other
religions also sabda-pramana (transcendental evidence)?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, but so-called followers do not
actually understand or follow their scriptures. The Bible has told us,
“God created man after His own image.” ‘After His own image’ means
that He has a very beautiful transcendental form. The so-called
followers don’t agree with this. They say, “Our God has no form.”

This is true for Muslims also. It is not written anywhere in
the Koran, the Muslim scripture, that, “Those who do not follow
Mohammad are the enemy and you should kill them.” Still, some
Muslim leaders want the entire world to become Muslim and to
chant “Allah, Huda” by force. In the Koran it has been written that
Allah has a form, and according to that form He created man; but
the so-called followers don’t agree.

Sumangala dasi: Are those Vedic scriptures that are within the three
gunas? also Sabda-pramana, or only the scriptures in sattva-guna?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, they are sabda-pramana.
Especially, Srimad-Bhagavatam is amala pramana, the spotless
evidence. If you follow Srimad-Bhagavatam, you will see that all

2 Guna - lit. a rope; binding force; three qualities of material nature which
bind the living entity as ropes do, due to him accepting different mentalities and
corresponding activities. These ropes are named sattva (goodness), rajas (passion),
and tamas (darkness). All activities related to material nature are carried out by the
agency of these three gunas.
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pramanas (Vedic evidences) are present there. The real meaning of
Sabda-pramana is Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Gita dasi: I need your help. I am too stressed with my pitjari seva
(service to the temple deities) in Los Angeles. Can I train others
and have them help me?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, they can help you. You can
train those who are favorable to the training.

Sudevi dasi (from Canada): I’'m always so lusty and my brain is never
working. I need a powerful injection. Do you still have affection for
me even though [ am acting so bad?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why do you say that?
Sudevi dast: [ am so dry in my heart.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Try to make your heart rasastha

(full of rasa), flavorful.
Sudevi dasi: But how?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: As others have done, and as |
have done. Always be happy, sinking in the ocean of Radha-Krsna’s
love. Give your entire energy to that, and be happy. If you do not give
your energy, your energy will automatically go to sense gratification,
and then you cannot be happy.

Sudevi dast: But the pulling is so strong.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Be like us. Follow those devotees
who are following me, and be happy. In this way, control your mind
and heart.

$ie January 19, 2007 <%
Darsana

Syamarani dast: This is Glen. He is a famous art dealer. He has a big
gallery in Maui. Syama dasi showed him your art and he became
impressed. He wants to sell the original art and giclees (state-of-the-
art canvas prints) for high prices, in order to bring the art into a new
sphere of recognition in the West.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Glen] My blessings to you.

Syamarani dasi: Can you say something about the special value of
your spiritual art that other art doesn’t have?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If anyone sees pictures of Krsna
and Radhika and Their associates, that person will receive sukrti
(spiritual pious credits) and gradually become attracted to Krsna
consciousness. He will then attain the association of a real sadhu, a
bona fide spiritual master. He will thus advance in spiritual life and
become happy forever.

People everywhere are seeing these transcendental pictures and
inquiring, “Who is He? Very beautiful!” In this way, just by seeing
the pictures, they are reminded of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna. A
very powerful sukrti will come to them, and their lives will become
successful. Moreover, if devotees see these pictures, they will take
Krsna’s image in their eyes and keep it in their hearts.

How did he receive your paintings?

Brajanath dasa: Your daughter Syama dasi met him and invited him
here.

Syamarani dast: By Krsna’s arrangement, he picked your Vyasa-pija
day to come and meet with us.

Glen: My friend Jacob (Ramesh dasa) here ...
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You know him?

Glen: We just met.

The number-one thing we might like to accomplish is to broaden
the interest of the art by bringing in collectors from outside your
devotees’ circles. Their interest in the meaning of the paintings
will develop after they develop interest in the beauty. I think it is a
wonderful opportunity.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Good idea.

Syamarani dasi: He is impressed that the money we receive from the
art will not go to anyone’s personal interest, but to your beautiful
charity projects.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Syamarani dasi: This is my niece, Sarah. When she came to you
during the Vyasa-piija ceremony yesterday, you said she should take
initiation.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But she must first give up meat.

Syamarani dast: [ told her you would give her power to give this up.
If she is willing and has faith in you, then you will give her strength.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.
Sarah: I am afraid. Do you think you can make me ready?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. But be strong and determined
that, “I will not take these bogus things — cigarettes, meat, and all
other abominable things.”

Visvambhara dasa: Jiva-pavana prabhu is here, and we have a
report to give you on international book distribution — your
book distribution around the world. I have compiled a report that
shows the book distribution for the past three years. Last year we
distributed 50,000 books and this year over 150,000 books — over
three times more than before. Also, in dollar amounts, we made

under $40,000 last year, and this year $80,000.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: $80,000.

Visvambhara dasa: Yes, in book sales. I will share this report with
the book distributors around the world. The most widely distributed
books are Way of Love, Jaiva-dharma, the School of Vraja CD book,
and the songbook. Here is the list with more details of the numbers
of each title sold. The list also shows the top distributors in the
world. England is number one.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who sold the most?

Jiva-pavana dasa: You gave an example that they should work as a
team — like a soccer team — one is the captain, one is the helper, and
so on. So the devotees in England are very much working as a team.

The senior men are starting a temple in London. Asrama
Maharaja has a small group of new brahmacaris. He and the
brahmacaris collected £50,000 and paid their bills for the books they
distributed. They want to buy a property.

The Gangamatas now have two houses — one for the brahmacarinis
and one for guests. No one owes me money. They are paying for the
books, and that money goes into the book fund.

So, I cannot say who is the number one, or main, distributor in
the UK, because they work as a team.

Visvambhara dasa: The USA Festival team — a party consisting of
myself, Rama-kanta prabhu, Vrndavana prabhu, my sister Radh3,
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and Gauravani are one of the most successful teams in America.
Bhaktistore.com, which is an online distributor run by your
Gurukula in Badger, is also distributing more books now.

My sister Radha also distributes books on the streets.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Wonderful. On the streets?

Visvambhara dasa: My father and Advaita prabhu distribute a lot of
books in the Bay Area. There is also the Goloka distribution party,
and Asrama Maharaja, Damodara Maharaja, and Sajjana Maharaja
are the best sannyasi-distributors.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Gurudeva is the best.
Jiva-pavana dasa: You are doing it. We are only the instruments.?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Are some books being distributed
here at this festival?

Visvambhara dasa: At this festival in Hawaii, we sold over $5,000
worth of books.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here?

Visvambhara dasa: Yes. Over 2,000 books were distributed at this
festival. Rama-kanta prabhu and my sister Radha did everything.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, thank you.
Vrnda-devi dasi: Today is Madhukara’s birthday.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can each take a flower [for
throwing petals upon the birthday devotee]. Mangalam bhavatu,
kalyanam bhavatu — May your birthday be auspicious. May you be
happy in this world and in the transcendental world, and may vraja-
bhakti enter your heart.

ENDNOTES

I An excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s lecture in
Badger, California, June 2, 2002:

Syamarani dasi: Srila Gurudeva, you said in class that Brahma
thought he had stolen the cows, but actually it was Yogamaya who
had done it. We conditioned souls think, “I am doing something,”

3 See Endnote 1.
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but our activities are actually done by maya (Krsna’s deluding
material potency). So, suppose I distribute a book and I think, “Oh,
I’ve distributed a book.” Who has really distributed the book?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Gurudeva has done it. How will
you do it? You cannot do anything. You cannot even make one
blade of dry grass. Guru gives energy to a disciple, but sometimes a
disciple becomes bewildered and thinks, “I am the doer.” This wrong
thinking influences that disciple to fall down. All of you must be
very careful.

Ramacandra dasa: Guru gives opportunity and capacity.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He gives both. He gives both the
meal and the power to digest it.
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sf January 2, 2007 <%
Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.17.27

acaryam mam vijaniyan
navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddhyasiiyeta
sarva-deva-mayo guruh

[One should understand fully well the dcarya to be as
good as Myself. He is My very svariipa (My expansion). At
no time should one, out of envy, neglect or disrespect the
guru as an ordinary mortal, nor should he be considered
to have any faults, because $r7 guru has the potency of all
the demigods.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should remember this sloka.

Madhuvrata dasa: One time in Birmingham, in 2004, you said that
guru is more than acdarya.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.
Madhuvrata dasa: Can you explain this again?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In that connection the word
acarya refers to one who can give upanayana (the ceremony
of receiving the brahmana thread). In India there are so many
brahmanas who are only acarya.!

They know the process of giving upanayana, but they are not
guru. They do not practice krsna-bhajana.

Guru is more than that, and if he personally gives upanayana,
that is still better; he is guru and also dcarya. But one can be acarya
without being guru. Guru gives transcendental knowledge, whereas
one who is dacarya without being guru only knows the process of
ceremony.

Madhuvrata dasa: In our line, though, the acarya must also be guru?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

1 Acarya is a homonym, which in this particular connection refers to a brahmana
who can perform fire sacrifices and many varieties of ceremonies for giving samskaras
(impressions on the heart that come during Vedic ceremonies). Acarya also means
‘one who follows rules and teaches others how to follow.’
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Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Acarya is included in guru.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Sometimes guru requests the
acarya to give upanayana. Sometimes I do that as well. Sometimes I
only give the mantra, and I tell Madhava Maharaja or others to give
upanayana.

[To Acyutananda dasa] What is it that you are giving to me? Two
chapters?? They have sent only two chapters?

Acyutananda dasa: Maybe more, [ will see.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, take a look; and after taking
rest I will work on them.

s January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 3

yadiccher avasam vraja-bhuvi sa-ragam prati-janur
yuva-dvandvam tac cet paricaritum arad abhilaseh
svariipam $ri-ritpam sa-ganam iha tasyagrajam api
sphutam premna nityar smara nama tada tvarn Srnu manah

[My dear mind, please hear me. If you are eager to gain
residence in Vraja on the platform of ragatmika-bhakti,
and if you desire to obtain the direct service of the
eternally youthful Divine Couple, Sri Radha-Krsna, then
birth after birth always distinctly remember and bow
down with great love to Sri Svartpa Damodara Gosvami,
Sri Ripa Gosvami, and his elder brother St Sanatana
Gosvami, and to all other associates of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who are the recipients of His mercy.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?

Madhuvrata dasa: “O my dear mind, if you want to attain residence
in Vrajabhtimi with ragatmika-bhakti, and if you want to worship
the divine couple, then, my dear mind, always remember and give

2 The two chapters are for his publication work.
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obeisances to Svariipa Damodara, Srila Riipa Gosvami, his elder
brother, Srila Sanatana Gosvami...”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Crying bitterly, you should call
out to Svariipa Damodara, Riipa, and others. They will come and
protect you. What will they protect you from?

Madhuvrata dasa: Lust, anger...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why are we crying? We are
praying, “I cannot remove my kama (lust), krodha (anger), lobha
(greed), mada (pride), moha (illusion), and matsarya (envy) by
myself. So, please come and remove it.” Yadiccher avasam. If you
want to be in Vrndavana, and if you want to serve Radha and Krsna
on the path of raganuga, then you must cry in this way.

[To all the students present who recited and explained the $loka]
Very good; one sloka per day. You are doing hard labor.

[To Vrnda-devi dasi] And you are giving delicious food to all.

Brajanath dasa: She’s also doing hard labor.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, I know.
Brajanath dasa: She wants to do more, but...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: She is silent, not saying anything,
but doing hard labor.

Acyutananda dasa: Guruji, there are so many stavas and stutis (hymns
and prayers) and astakams (prayers consisting of eight verses) in our
parampara. Of these, which are the most powerful?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, there are so many to Radha,
Krsna, Mahaprabhu, Vrnda, Vrndavana...

Acyutananda dasa: But...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: First to guru, then to Nityananda
Prabhu, then to the all-merciful Caitanya Mahaprabhu, then to
Srimati Radhika.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Giri Govardhana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is later. After Radhika,
then to Krsna, then to Radha and Krsna together, then to Girirajaji,
then to Yamuna, Lalita, and Visakha.
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Acyutananda dasa: But...
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja:

$ri-gauranga-gunanuvarnana-vidhau sraddha-samrddhy-anvitau
papottapa-nikrntanau tanu-bhrtam govinda-ganamrtaih

anandambudhi-vardhanaika-nipunau kaivalya-nistarakau
vande riipa-sanatanau raghu-yugau sri-jiva-gopalakau

Sad-Gosvami-astakam (Verse 3)

[I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Gosvamis,
namely Sri Ripa Gosvami, Sri Sanatana Gosvami, Sri
Raghunitha Bhatta Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha dasa
Gosvami, Sti Jiva Gosvami, and Sri Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami, who are very much enriched in understanding
of Lord Caitanya and who are thus expert in narrating His
transcendental qualities. They can purify all conditioned
souls from the reactions to their sinful activities by
pouring upon them transcendental songs about Govinda.
As such, they are very expert in increasing the limits
of the ocean of transcendental bliss, and they are the
saviors of the living entities from the devouring mouth of
impersonal liberation.*]

And for Nityananda Prabhu:

sarac-candra-bhrantim sphurad-amala-kantim gaja-gatim
hari-premonmattarn dhrta-parama-sattvar smita-mukham
sadaghiirnan-netram kara-kalita-vetram kali-bhidam
bhaje nityanandam bhajana-taru-kandam niravadhi

Nityanandastakam (Verse 1)

[I perpetually worship Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the root
of the krsna-bhakti tree, whose bright face mocks the full
autumn moon, whose pure complexion glistens, whose
gait is like that of an intoxicated elephant, who is always
mad in krsna-prema, who is the personifiction of pure
spiritual energy, whose face wears a gentle smile, whose
eyes are always rolling due to His absorption in krsna-
prema, whose lotus hand is beutified with a staff, and
who, by the performance of nama-sankirtana, pierces the
influence of Kali-yuga.]
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For Radhika, Sri Radha-krpa-kataksa, which begins with:

munindra-vrnda-vandite tri-loka-soka-harini
prasanna-vaktra-pankaje nikuiija-bhii-vilasini

vrajendra-bhanu-nandini vrajendra-sinu-sangate
kada karisyastha mam krpa-kataksa-bhajanam?

[O Srimati Radhika! Sukadeva, Narada, Uddhava, and
all the topmost munis are always offering prayers to Your
lotus feet. Remembering You and praying for Your service
miraculously removes all the miseries, sins, and offenses
of the three spheres. Your joyful face blooms like a lotus
and You delight in pastimes in the kufijas of Vraja. You
are the daughter of Vrsabhanu Maharaja and the dearly
beloved of Vrajendra-nandana, with whom You always
perform vilasa. When, oh when will You bestow upon me
Your merciful sidelong glance?]

And for Krsna, Namami nanda-nandanam. Especially, there are
so many prayers for Radhika.

Acyutananda dasa: But if there is not so much time and I want to
learn one...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can learn one at a time, and
you will gradually remember them all.

st January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 4

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: From time to time, Krsna comes
to this world to establish atma-dharma, or prema-dharma. He comes
when Brahma and others pray to Him to take away the burden of
the Earth.

Itis said that this human life is very rare; therefore we must engage
this life in sreya, activities which give the most auspiciousness. What
is the sloka? [To Acyutananda dasa] Do you remember?

Acyutananda dasa: I think so.
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labdhva su-durlabham idam bahu-sambhavante
manusyam artha-dam anityam aptha dhirah

titrnam yateta na pated anu-mrtyu yavan
nihsreyasaya visayah khalu sarvatah syat

§Timad-Bhdgavatam (11.9.29)

[This human birth is very rare, because it is only attained
after many lifetimes. Although temporary, it can give the
highest benefit [the service of Srimati Radhika]. After
all, sense gratification is available in all species [whereas
spiritual perfection is possible only for human beings].
Therefore, an intelligent person should immediately,
without wasting a single moment, begin to endeavor
[with one-pointed dedication] to achieve the ultimate
good fortune, before death comes.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You will have to very quickly
learn all these slokas, as well as one, two, three, or four §lokas from
Gaudiya-kanthahara’.

Do you remember more verses of Manah-siksa?

Acyutananda dasa: Yes.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Which one?
Acyutananda dasa:

asad-varta-vesya visrja mati-sarvasva-haranih
katha mukti-vyaghrya na srnu kila sarvatma-gilanih
api tyaktva laksmi-pati-ratim ito vyoma-nayanim
vraje radha-krsnau sva-rati-mani-dau tvarn bhaja manah
Manah-siksa (Verse 4)

3 Gaudiya-kanthahara (literally: “A Necklace for the Gaudiya Vaisnavas”)
is a compilation of verses, collected by Sri Atindriya dasa Adhikari, one of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura’s foremost disciples. In its foreword, written
by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura himself, the book is compared to a
necklace, holding eighteen gems of tattva, or conclusive truths, such as guru-tattva
(truths regarding $r1 guru), jiva-tattva (truths regarding the jiva, or living entity),
abhideya-tattva (truths regarding the process how to obtain the ultimate goal of life),
and prayojana-tattva (truths regarding that ultimate goal). Pramana-tattva, or truths
regarding what is to be accepted as valid proof for all these truths, forms the pendant
of the necklace, and the blessings of §ri guru are its central jewel.
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[O my dear brother mind! Please abandon altogether
the prostitute of contemptible mundane talk, which
plunders the entire treasure of pure wisdom. You must
unequivocally give up hearing all talk of impersonal
liberation which, like a tigress, devours your very soul.
Furthermore, please abandon even the attachment to
Laksmipati Sri Narayana, which leads to Vaikuntha.
Rather, you should live in Vraja and worship Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, who bestow upon devotees the precious
jewel of love for them.]

[Madhuvrata dasa begins to recite the verse]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | want to hear a flow.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: No break.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?

Acyutananda dasa: Asad-varta-vesya visyjam. The first line is saying
that...

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Not visrjam; visrja.
Acyutananda dasa: Visyja, useless talk is...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is sad-varta?
Acyutananda dasa: Krsna-katha.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is asad-varta?
Acyutananda dasa: Asad-varta is like... uh...

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Mundane talks.
Acyutananda dasa: Mundane talks.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Asad-varta refers to any katha
(narration) other than that which is related to Krsna or His
devotees. You can continue.

Acyutananda dasa: Mati-sarvasva-haranih. Such katha steals your
intelligence.

Katha mukti-vyaghrya na srnu kila sarvatma-gilanih means that
aspiring for mukti (liberation) and engaging in talks involved with
mukti eat up your soul like a tiger.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What?

Acyutananda dasa: Like a tiger. Mukti eats your soul.
Brajanath dasa: Tigress.

Acyutananda dasa: Tigress. It can...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It can eat and swallow you.

Acyutananda dasa: Api tyaktva laksmi-pati-ratim ito vyoma-nayanim.
You also have to give up any attachment for Laksmi-Narayana,
because such talk leads you to Vaikuntha. And, vraje radha-krsnau
sva-rati-mani-dau. O mind, please worship Radha-Krsna, for They
will give you that rati (spiritual attachment).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Can you give me the other pages
[of Gurudeva’s yet-unpublished Hindi manuscript] today?

Acyutananda dasa: Maybe in the afternoon.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Afternoon? You have not done
any work on it.

s January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 5

asac-cesta-kasta-prada-vikata-pasalibhir iha
prakamam kamadi-prakata-pathapati-vyatikaraih
gale baddhva hanye ‘ham iti baka-bhid vartmapa-gane
kuru tvarn phut-karan avati sa yatha tvarh mana itah

[Lust, anger, and so on are a band of dacoits who assail
one suddenly on the open road of material life. They have
bound my neck licentiously with the torturous, dreadful
ropes of wicked deeds and are thus killing me. O mind,
speaking in this way, you must grievously cry out to the
powerful and merciful devotees who are the protectors
of the path of devotion leading to Sri Krsna, the killer
of Bakasura. Hearing your piteous cry, they will surely
protect you from such a condition.]
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [After hearing Madhuvrata dasa
speak the verse] Your utterance should be more clear; more fluent.
What is the meaning?

Madhuvrata dasa: “Lust, anger, greed, madness, envy, and illusion
are like six dacoits who attack me on the open road of material life.
They bind my neck with the tortuous ropes of wicked deeds and
deviate me from the path of bhakti. O mind, cry out piteously to the
Vaisnavas. They can surely protect me from such a situation.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Tomorrow, try to chant the sloka
more fluently. Very good.

Madhuvrata dasa: This sloka is quite long, Gurudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But I am especially giving you
this lesson, as it is essential for you to follow all of this in your life.
Understand, and try to follow. There should be no kama. What is
the meaning of kama?

Madhuvrata dasa: Lust.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And anger. Can you control
anger?! You will have to control it. You can only have anger when
someone criticizes your gurudeva, any pure Vaisnava, Mahaprabhu,
or Radha-Krsna. Otherwise, if anyone is abusing or insulting you,
then, oh, do not be angry.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Manimati didi is writing to me and asking which
mani, or jewel, you want.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Because her name begins with
‘mani’ (meaning ‘jewel’), therefore she is asking this question. The
real mani is prema-bhakti, but she is not able to give that. Anyone

can give worldly jewels, but the only real jewel, or mani, is radha-
krsna-prema. Tell her, “Thank you.”

Brajanath dasa: Vrnda is learning some slokas.
Vrnda-devi dast: Slowly.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can preach like Syamarani,
but you are so busy with your other services to me. You are helping
$0000 much.
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sfe January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 6

are cetah prodyat-kapata-kutinati-bhara-khara
ksaran-miitre snatva dahasi katham atmanam api mam
sada tvam gandharva-giridhara-pada-prema-vilasat
sudhambhodhau snatva svam api nitararm mam ca sukhaya

[O wicked mind, although you adopt the path of sadhana,
you imagine yourself purified by bathing in the trickling
urine of the great donkey of full-blown deceit and
hypocrisy. By doing so, you are simultaneously burning
yourself and scorching me, a tiny jiva. Stop this! Delight
yourself and me by eternally bathing in the nectarean
ocean of pure love for the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha-
Krsna.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?

Acyutananda dasa: “O mind, give up this donkey-urine, which is
hypocrisy and deceit, and always bathe in the ocean of the nectar of
Gandharvika-Giridhari.”

Madhuvrata dasa: “O mind, although you adopt the path of sadhana,
you still imagine yourself purified by bathing in the trickling donkey-
urine of kuti-nati, or deceit.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning of “donkey’s
urine-passing”?

Madhuvrata dasa: This means ignorance.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning of kuti-
nati!

Madhuvrata dasa: Duplicity.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ku means ‘bad.’ Ku refers to
those who are not favorable to bhakti. Such persons’ association is
considered as donkeys’ urine. “O mind, you are thinking, ‘By this
urine, kuti-nati, I am very, very happy.’ It is actually burning poison,

$O you must give it up.”
Then? Regarding Radha-Krsna?
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Madhuvrata dasa: “O mind, please always bathe in the nectar ocean
of love for Sri Sri Radha-Krsna.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Thus you will be happy, and you
will always make me happy.”

I am requesting you to remember this sloka so that you will
follow all the teachings therein. Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvamf’s
instructions are very helpful for your bhakti.

Tomorrow we will discuss more slokas. How many are there in
Manah-siksa?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Twelve.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In addition, I request that you
study Gaudiya-kanthahara.

sfe January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 7

Vrnda-devi dasi: In memorizing the Manah-Siksa slokas, 1 try to
learn the English first. I want to know more slokas. I know slokas
from before I met you, like Srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What you already know is
sufficient — nothing more to learn. You are...

Vrnda-devi dasi: Too old.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They [the other ‘sloka students’
present] should learn.

Vrnda-devi dasi: But [ still learn something.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is only necessary for you to
learn the important $lokas, like aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas
tad-dhama vrndavanam*.

Brajanath dasa: She knows dasa-miila’.

4 See Endnote 1, at the end of this chapter.
5 See Endnote 2, at the end of this chapter.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ete camsa-kalah pumsah...
Vrnda-devi dasi: Krsnas tu bhagavan svayam.’

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Labdhva su-durlabham idam
bahu-sambhavante.” You can learn slokas like these.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: She knows dasa-miila.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All of it?
[To the others present] What is the sloka for today?

Acyutananda dasa:

pratisthasa dhrsta svapaca-ramani me hrdi natet
katham sadhu-prema sprsati Sucir etan nanu manah
sada tvam sevasva prabhu-dayita-samantam atulam
yatha tar niskasya tvaritam iha tam vesayati sah
Manah-siksa (Verse 7)

[O mind, how can pure divine love appear in my heart
as long as the shameless dog-eating, outcaste woman
of the desire for prestige is audaciously dancing there?
Therefore always remember and serve the immeasurably
powerful commanders of the army of Sri Krsna, the
beloved devotees of the Lord. They will at once banish
this outcaste woman and initiate the flow of immaculate
vraja-prema in your heart.]

Madhuvrata dasa: Gurudeva, it’s stated in the purport that pratistha,
the desire for name and fame, is the root of all anarthas (thoughts
and habits that are detrimental to bhakti). Can you please explain
something about this?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Even when other bad qualities
disappear, pratistha remains because it is very deep in the heart. It
will leave completely only when one is liberated from this world and
has reached the stage of prema. Otherwise, it lives in the heart and
can awaken by one means or another.

Vrndavana dasa: There is still something remaining as long as one

has this body?

6 See Endnote 3, at the end of this chapter.
7 See Endnote 4, at the end of this chapter.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, as long as one has a body,
something remains. It may be sleeping, but it can awaken at any
time.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Does pratistha come when someone honors us, or
is it always present?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Pratistha first came when the
jwa became conditioned and began receiving material bodies, but it
becomes gradually less, and less, and less as bhakti develops. It is due
to pratistha that anger arises. If there is no pratistha, there will be no
anger. Thus, pratistha is the root of all evil.

Madhuvrata dasa: Can it be used in Krsna’s service?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No. How can it possibly be used
in Krsna’s service?

Only someone like Srila Ripa Gosvami can do so. He offered
pratistha (respects) to others, even to those who were far inferior to
him. We have heard that Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Thakura always addressed others, including his disciples, with the
word ‘apni.’

Brajanath dasa: The respectful form of ‘you.’

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He did this for all of his disciples,
except for our guru maharaja and one other brahmacari.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Paramananda prabhu.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He addressed them with the
word ‘tuhi’ (the intimate form of ‘you’), but not any others.

Brajanatha dasa: Gurudeva, he used to offer others pranama
(obeisances).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Brajanath dasa: Other devotees therefore avoided doing pranama in
front of him [thinking that he would return the pranama to theml].
And he was the topmost paramahamsa (self-realized soul).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He was not only paramahamsa;
he was the crown jewel of all paramahamsas.

Vrnda-devi dasi: So, pratistha can be used by giving it to others, but
never for oneself?
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: As bhakti increases, the mood
of humility gradually manifests. For example, the quality of trnad
api sunicena, thinking oneself more humble than a blade of grass, is
perfect only in Radha, not in anyone else. Srimati Radhika prays,
“Na prema-gandho ’sti darapi me harau — 1 do not have a drop, or
even a scent, of prema. If | really had any prema, why did I not die in
separation from Krsna? A fish will die in a moment without water,
but still I am living. Oh, fie on Me! Fie on Me!”

s January (undated), 2007 <%

Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 9

madisa-nathatve vraja-vipina-candram vraja-vane-
Svarim tam-nathatve tad-atula-sakhitve tu lalitam

visakham siksali-vitarana-gurutve priya-saro-
girindrau tat-preksa-lalita-rati-datve smara manah

[O mind, always remember Vrndananacandra Sri
Krsna as the Lord of my Svamini Sri Radhika’s llfe,
Vrndavanesvari Srimati Radhika as my m1stress, Sri
Lalita as the peerless friend of my Svamini, Sri Visakha
as the instructing spiritual master in the arrangements of
service rendered unto the Divine Couple, and Sri Radha-
kunda and Girirdja-Govardhana as those who grant
darsana of Sri Radha-Krsna and bestow ecstatic love for
Their lotus feet.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is our relation with Krsna?
What has been told in this verse?

Madhuvrata dasa: We are maidservants of Srimati Radhika.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We are maidservants of Srimati
Radhika. And what is our relation to Krsna? He is near and dear to
Radhika. We do not have a direct relation with Him. This is what
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is telling us here. Radhika is our natha,
our Svamini, or Mistress.

And Lalita?
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Acyutananda dasa: Lalita is Her dearest friend.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And Visakha?

Acyutananda dasa: She is Her Siksa-guru. She gives instruction like
Her guru.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Visakha is not Her $iksa-guru. She is
our Siksa-guru.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ours.

What siksa does she give? She instructs us how to serve Radhika
in all ways, from the beginning of the day to the end. She teaches
how to only and always engage in services to Srimati Radhika.

Madhuvrata dasa: As Raya Ramananda, she also gives Siksa to Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What $iksa is she giving?
Madhuvrata dasa: It is in Raya Ramananda samvada.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What Siksa is Visakha giving to
Krsna in the form of Mahaprabhu?

Madhuvrata dasa: She is teaching Him how to relish the moods of
Radharani.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: She is teaching Him how to
serve and please Radharani.® She is very dear to Radhika. She is
together with Radhika practically twenty-four hours a day, whereas
Krsna is not. Sometimes Krsna is performing pastimes with the cows
and cowherd boys, and sometimes with His mother and father. He
is sometimes separated from Radhika, but Visakha is always with
Her. Visakha is with Radhika when She is sleeping, and when She is
walking with Krsna; so she knows.

She can also sing so well. She is a master of all arts.

Brajanath dasa: Tungavidya is also a good singer?

8  Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja usually gives the same answer as Madhuvrata
dasa. We do not venture to understand or explain his deep mood when he uttered
this sentence. We can only say that Visakha-devi is born on the same day as Radhika
and has the same qualities. As the daughter of Jatila’s sister, she is also a relative of
Radhika. She knows how to please and serve Radhika, and helps Krsna to do so.
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself. (Sripada Madhava Maharaja)
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. She also knows about all
kinds of medicines, and also the languages of all the animals and

birds.
Brajanath dasa: And Citra knows how to paint?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

sf January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
SrT Manah-siksa, Verse 11

[Acyutananda dasa and Madhuvrata dasa recite and tell the meaning
of the following verse:]

saman $ri-riipena smara-vivasa-radha-giribhrtor
vraje saksat-seva-labhana-vidhaye tad-gana-yujoh
tad-ijyakhya-dhyana-sravana-nati-paficamrtam idam
dhayan nitya govardhanam anudinam tvam bhaja manah

[O my dear mind, in order to obtain the direct service
of Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari, who are always entranced by
amorous desire, and the service of Their eternal associates
in Vraja, you should drink the paficamrta of service to
Them in accordance with the method prescribed by
Sri Rapa Gosvami. This paficamrta is ambrosial nectar
comprised of the following five ingredients: worship
of Sri Yugala (arcana), chanting the glories of Their
transcendental names, forms, qualities, and pastimes
(sankirtana), meditating upon Them (dhyana), hearing
the glories of Their names, forms, qualities, and pastimes
($ravana), and offering pranamas unto Them. In addition
you should worship Sri Govardhana daily in accordance
with the precepts of bhakti.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This verse is important. It
describes sadhana, the bhakti process.

Acyutananda dasa: What topic will you speak on at the Hawaii
festival?
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I have not decided yet. My
decision will depend on the audience.

After this, you should learn the verses in Gaudiya-kanthahara’,
subject by subject. Then, when I ask you to speak something,
especially the teachings of Prahlada Maharaja, you will be able to
quote such verses as naisam matis tavad wrukramanghrim'°.

When Prahlada’s father had first asked him, “What is the best
thing you have learned in school?” Prahlada replied with the verse
beginning tat sadhu manye ‘sura-varya dehinam!. Then, when
Hiranyakasipu demanded of him, “Oh, your teacher has taught you
this? He never told you this. Why are you speaking in this way?”
Prahlada then replied with this verse beginning naisam matis tavad.
You will also be required to know what Prahlada was teaching the
boys. Then, when you speak on prahlada-caritra, the life-history
and character of Prahlada Maharaja, you will be able to quote these
verses.

% January (undated), 2007 %

Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.5.30
Teachings of Prahlada Maharaja

[The following few sloka classes are in relation to the teachings of
Prahlada Maharaja.]

matir na krsne paratah svato va
mitho ‘bhipadyeta grha-vratanam

adanta-gobhir visatarm tamisram
punah punas carvita-carvananam

[Persons who are addicted to household life due to having
uncontrolled senses, are entering into hellish life wherein
they repeatedly chew that which has already been
chewed. Their consciousness cannot turn towards the

9 See footnote on page Xxx.
10 See Endnote 5, at the end of this chapter.

11 See Endnote 6, at the end of this chapter.
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service of Sri Krsna either by their own understanding,
by the instructions of others or by the combination of
both.]

Madhuvrata dasa: Matir na krsna paratah svato va...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Matir na krsne.

[Madhuvrata dasa continues to utter the verse with Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja’s assistance, and then Acyutdnanda dasa utters
the verse with his assistance.]

Acyutananda dasa: Uh...
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: O Father...

Acyutananda dasa: O Father, materialistic people are only chewing
that which has been chewed.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?
Acyutananda dasa: Um...I don’t know.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What are they chewing?
Madhuvrata dasa: The meaning is that one’s father...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Fathers, forefathers, and others.

Madhuvrata dasa: They’ve gone to college, earned money, gotten
married, had children, gotten sick — and then their son does exactly
the same.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are not happy, they become
old, and then they leave their bodies without taking anything with
them. All materialists are like this.

More?

Acyutananda dasa: Because they can’t control their senses they
enter the hellish material existence, and no other materialistic
person can save them.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who can help them?
Acyutananda dasa: Guru; sad-guru (a self-realized guru).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Sad-guru; Vaisnava.
You are chewing what your father, your grand-father and grand-
mother, their forefathers, and all other persons like them have
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chewed. They marry, children come, and one by one they all become
old. They are not happy, and one day they give up this body without
being able to take with them anything they have been collecting.
You are chewing the same thing they chewed.

They are foolish like dogs. If a dog finds a dry bone and begins
chewing it, blood flows from his own teeth as he thinks, “This is very
salty and very tasty.” Many other dogs see him relishing the bone,
ferociously attack him, and relentlessly bite him until he gives up
the bone and with his tail between his legs runs to the side. From
there, that dog now watches and sees how the next dog grabs the
dry bone, begins to bite it, and is also immediately attacked by all
the other dogs.

Everyone in this world is foolish like this,” and a guru who is also
foolish cannot help others to become free. Prahlada indicated to
his demoniac father, Hiranyakasipu, “Gurus like Sanda and Amarka
are of the same category as you. How, then, can they help you?”
Hiranyakasipu replied, “O foolish one, you are calling my gurudeva
and me foolish?”

Prahlada replied by telling his father the next verse.

sf January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.5.31
Teachings of Prahlada Maharaja

na te viduh svartha-gatimh hi visnum
durasaya ye bahir-artha-maninah
andha yathandhair upaniyamanas
te ‘pisa-tantryam wru-damni baddhah

12 “We are like this. Our fathers and forefathers have tried to take the juice
of material enjoyment from this world, tasting only dry bone. If you ask your
grandfathers, who are eighty, ninety, or a hundred years old, if they are happy with
their life’s accomplishments, they will all say, ‘No.” When you ask, ‘Why not?’ they
will reply, ‘I am now old. I can no longer enjoy the taste of wonderful food because
I cannot digest anything I eat. I am going to die. [ am not happy.’ Ironically, their
children consider, ‘Doing what we have seen our fathers and grandfathers do, we
will now be very happy’” (Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. Lecture in Badger,
California, on May 10, 1998).
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[Persons who are strongly entrapped by the consciousness of
enjoying material life, and who have therefore accepted
as their leader or guru a similar blind man attached to
external sense objects, cannot understand that the goal of
life is to give up this material life and engage in the service
of Lord Visnu. As blind men guided by another blind
man miss the right path and fall into a ditch, materially
attached men led by another materially attached man are
bound by the ropes of fruitive labor, which are made of
very strong cords, and they continue again and again in
materialistic life, suffering the threefold miseries.*]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?

Acyutananda dasa: Persons who want to enjoy this external material
world, and take as a guru someone who also wants to enjoy this
material world, cannot understand that the goal of their life is to
engage in service to Sri Visnu. Just as someone blind follows another
blind man, misses the path, and falls into a ditch, in the same way,
someone who wants to enjoy this material world and accepts as
guru someone who also does so, is tied by the ropes of this material
existence.

Brajanath dasa: He falls into a blind ditch.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning of wuru-

damni baddhah?

Acyutananda dasa: Very strong material ropes.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is that?
Acyutananda dasa: Material existence.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “I will be happy;” “I will collect
money;” “l will go to the heavenly planets.” What are these
convictions?! They are the illusory maya.

What is the meaning of svartha-gatim hi visnum?

Madhuvrata dasa: They can never understand that the ultimate goal
of life is to go back to Godhead, to Visnu. In the same way that
a blind person may follow another blind person, thus missing the
correct path and falling into a ditch...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning of ‘falling
into a ditch”?
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Madhuvrata dasa: It refers to birth and death.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Miseries; the endless pain of

birth and death. Very good.

Madhuvrata dasa: Most people think they are having a very nice
time in the cycle of birth and death.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They don’t know what is bhakti,
who is Visnu, who is Krsna, who is the Supreme God. They know
that there is God, but they have no attachment for Krsna and do
nothing for Him.

sfe January (undated), 2007 %

Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.5.32, 7.6.1, 7.6.4, and 7.7.30-31
Teachings of Prahlada Maharaja

naisarn matis tavad urukramanghrim
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam pada-rajo-"bhisekarm
niskificananam na vrnita yavat
§Timad—Bhdgavatam (7.5.32)

[Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the
lotus feet of a Vaisnava completely freed from material
contamination, persons very much inclined toward
materialistic life cannot be attached to the lotus feet of
the Lord, who is glorified for His uncommon activities.
Only by becoming Krsna conscious and taking shelter at
the lotus feet of the Lord in this way can one be freed
from material contamination.*]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning of this
sloka?

Acyutananda dasa: “When one smears his body with the foot-dust
of the devotees of the Lord, who are free of material contamination
and from attachment to material objects, only then can one come to
the lotus feet of Lord Krsna.”
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: After that:

kawmara acaret prajio

dharman bhagavatan iha
durlabham manusam janma

tad apy adhruvam artha-dam

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.6.1)

[Prahlada Maharaja said: One who is sufficiently
intelligent should use the human form of body from
the very beginning of life — in other words, from the
tender age of childhood — to practice the activities of
devotional service, giving up all other engagements.
The human body is most rarely achieved, and although
temporary like other bodies, it is meaningful because in
human life one can perform devotional service. Even a
slight amount of sincere devotional service can give one
complete perfection.*]

tat-prayaso na kartavyo
yata ayur-vyayah param
na tatha vindate ksemam
mukunda-caranambujam

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.6.4)

[Endeavors merely for sense gratification or material
happiness through economic development are not to
be performed, for they result only in a loss of time and
energy, with no actual profit. If one’s endeavors are
directed toward Krsna consciousness, one can surely
attain the spiritual platform of self-realization. There
is no such benefit from engaging oneself in economic
development.*]

And after that:

guru-Susriisaya bhaktya
sarva-labdharpanena ca

sangena sadhu-bhaktanam
isvararadhanena ca

$raddhaya tat-kathayam ca
kirtanair guna-karmanam
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tat-padamburuha-dhyanat
tal-lingeksarhanadibhih
Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.7.30-31)

[One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and render
service unto him with great devotion and faith. Whatever
one has in one’s possession should be offered to the
spiritual master, and in the association of saintly persons
and devotees one should worship the Lord, hear the glories
of the Lord with faith, glorify the transcendental qualities
and activities of the Lord, always meditate on the Lord’s
lotus feet, and worship the Deity of the Lord strictly
according to the injunctions of the sastra and guru.*]

Brajanath dasa: Gurudeva, Vrnda is also learning a sloka.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What?

Vrnda-devi dasi: I'm learning a few, but then I forget a few words.
[She recites a verse with Gurudeva’s assistance]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the meaning?

Vrnda-devi dasi: “Our worshipful Lord, Sri Krsna, is the supreme
object of worship. The Vrajavasis, the gopis, especially Srimati
Radharani...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, better to say “Nanda-
nandana,” “Yasoda-nandana,” “Radha-kanta,” and “Vrajendra-
nandana.” Aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas. Our supreme worshipful
object is the son of Nanda Maharaja. Nanda-tanu (the son of Nanda
Maharaja) must be there in the explanation. If you only say “Krsna,”
it may refer to Vasudeva Krsna. It should be explained like this:
“The son of Nanda Baba and Yasoda Maiya, Vrajendra-nandana, is
the supreme worshipable object.”

Vrnda-devi dasi: | am not finished learning it, so I cannot say.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Then, after that?

andﬁ-devi dast: Okay. The brides of Vraja, the gopis, especially
Srimati Radharani...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The second phrase is tad-dhama
vrndavanam.
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Vrnda-devi dasi: As worshipful as Krsna is, His dhama, Vrndavana-
dhama, is also worshipful. Then, the brides of Vraja, the gopis, and
especially Srimati Radharani, express the highest love of Godhead,
Krsna. Then, srimad-bhagavatam pramanam — the evidence is there
in Srimad-Bhagavatam. Then, after that... I haven’t learned yet
what comes next.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
who is telling this verse. We should have respect and honor for His
conclusion, not for the opinion of others.

[To Acyutananda dasa] I want all the manuscript pages of Catuh-
sloki Bhagavatam. I will write the preface.

Acyutananda dasa: Okay.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Something is with me now. Keep
what is with you for the time being, and later, when I need to work
on more pages, I will ask you for that.

Acyutananda dasa: I gave you the corrections for Ujjvala-nilamani
and Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I will see them, and then I will
write the preface for Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika and Catuh-sloki
Bhagavatam.

sfe January (undated), 2007 %
Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.1
Teachings of Prahlada Maharaja

kaumara acaret prajio
dharman bhagavatan iha

durlabham manusam janma
tad apy adhruvam arthadam

[Sti Prahlada said: One who is sufficiently intelligent
should use the human form of body from the very
beginning of life — in other words, from the tender age
of childhood — to practice the activities of devotional
service and giving up all other engagements. The human
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body is most rarely achieved, and although temporary
like other bodies, it is meaningful and beneficial because
in human life one can perform devotional service. Even
a slight amount of sincere devotional service can give a
person complete perfection.*]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Acyutananda dasa] Can you
explain?

Acyutananda dasa: “Human life is very rare. One who is intelligent
should perform devotional service to Lord Hari, because even a
small amount of devotional service gives one a great amount of
benefit.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And what about the next
important verse! Can you explain the verse beginning guru-
Susriisaya?

Acyutananda dasa: “One should approach the guru, worship him,
offer all of one’s material possessions unto him, stay in his residence,
in his association, and worship Lord Hari.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why from the age of five? Will
we not do so in old age?

Acyutananda dasa: No.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why not?
Acytananda dasa: Because... uh...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We will all die. It may be that some
die in the womb of their mother, some will die after ten years, and

13 guru-susritssaya bhaktya sarva-labdharpanena ca

sangena sadhu-bhaktanam isvararadhanena ca

sraddhaya tat-kathayam ca kirtanair guna-karmanam

tat-padamburuha-dhyanat tal-lingeksarhanadibhih

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.7.30-31)

One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and render service unto him
with great devotion and faith. Whatever one has in one’s possession should
be offered to the spiritual master, and in the association of saintly persons
and devotees one should worship the Lord, hear the glories of the Lord with
faith, glorify the transcendental qualities and activities of the Lord, always
meditate on the Lord’s lotus feet, and worship the Deity of the Lord strictly
according to the injunctions of the Sastra and guru.*
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some after twenty years. There is no certainty when death will come.
So, it is better to begin devotional activities from one’s young age.
Why should we not simply collect money to marry with a very

beautiful lady, and have many sons and daughters of good character?
Why not do all of this?

Acyutananda dasa: Because we have to leave all of these things when
we die.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Should we not try to enjoy this
world with our children, wives, and all other friends and relatives?

Acyutananda dasa: No.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why not?
Acyutananda dasa: Because it doesn’t make a person happy.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They do not give happiness.
Rather, they are like enemies. They take all of our attachment, which
should have been given to Krsna. In the form of father, mother, son,
daughter, and especially wife or husband, they are like dacoits.

Prahlada Maharaja is saying that if your age duration is one
hundred years, then fifty years goes in sleeping, twenty to twenty-
five years for learning to be expert in making money, and from eighty
to one hundred years old we are too old to do anything. Then, the
remaining ten years goes to marrying, having daughters and sons,
and supporting them. So, when will you do bhajana? It is better to
perform bhajana from the beginning of your life.

How to begin? First accept a guru and render service to him with
a sense of an intimate relationship (visrambhena), and then perform
all your activities only for the pleasure of Krsna.

[Madhuvrata dasa, Brajanath dasa, and Vrnda-devi dasi recite the
verse.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, very good, very good! Vrnda
is better than Brajanath. [To Vrnda-devi dasi] He made mistakes,
but you made no mistakes.

[Vrnda-devi then explains the verse.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good. [Taking the part of a
materialist and challenging Vrnda-devi dasi] We will practice bhakti-
yoga in old age. We should enjoy the world. Why should we learn
bhakti from the beginning? Why perform bhakti from childhood?

46



North Shore

Vrnda-devi dasi: Because an old dog cannot learn new tricks.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good, thank you all.

You should remember the sloka of Vrtasura. Vrtasura was
Citraketu Maharaja in his previous birth. He was a big king with
thousands upon thousands of wives but no children, no son, and
he was worried for this. Angira Rsi came and asked him, “Why are
you so worried?” He replied, “I have no child. Please give me one
child.” Angira Rsi tried to make him understand that no one can
be happy by having a child. One can be happy only by chanting and
remembering and worshiping God. But Citraketu said, “Anyway,
please give me a son. Can you give me one!” Angira Rsi said “Yes.”
He gave the king some fruit and told him, “Give this to your queen.”
A very beautiful son soon came, who was beautiful like the moon,
and gradually that son became five years old.

Now the king was always with his queen and son. He was ignoring
all the other thousands of queens, and they became worried. They
thought, “He does not speak with us, he does not give us oil, cloth,
or anything, and the reason is that son.” So, they poisoned that boy
and he died. When the king and queen saw what happened, they
wept and fainted. All were weeping, and those who gave poison
were also weeping to make a show.

At that time, Angira Rsi arrived with Narada Rsi and asked,
“Why is everyone weeping?” Someone replied, “They are weeping
for their son.”

So they told the king, “Oh, he is there; he is sleeping.”

The king replied, “No, he has gone.”

“Where has he gone? I see he is here lying down.”

“Oh, his soul is gone.”

“What harm is there if the soul is gone? Your son is there — he
whom you used to call son. If there is no soul present now, then how
is he your son? Have you seen the soul?”

“No.”

“Then why are you weeping?”

Angira Rsi and Narada Rsi then gave the king a mantra, and
by this he became free from all material attachments and obtained
spiritual realizations.

In the king’s next life he committed an offense at the lotus feet
of Sankara (Lord Siva). Actually Sankara was his friend and he
was only joking — it was not actually an offence — but Parvati-devi
(the wife of Sankara) could not realize this and thus cursed him to
become a demon. He thus became a demon, but he also remained a
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pure devotee. He prayed while on the battlefield with Indra, when
Indra was going to kill him':

aham hare tava padaika-miila
dasanudaso bhavitasmi bhityah

manah smaretdsu-pater gunams te
grnita vak karma karotu kayah

Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.11.24)

[O Lord, please bestow such mercy upon me, that in my
next birth I may obtain the opportunity to exclusively serve
the servants who have taken shelter of Your lotus feet. May
my mind always remember Your all-auspicious qualities, my
speech always chant the glories of these qualities, and my
body always remain engaged in Your service.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should remember the four
consecutive $lokas, beginning with this one.

Brajanath dasa: Gurudeva, Narada made the son come back to life?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, but the son said, “I cannot
come back to you, I am better where I am now. Who is my father? In
a previous life, my father may have been my son.” I don’t want to be
here. Where I am now, I have chance to do bhajana.”

Madhuvrata dasa: Was the son actually Angira Rsi himself?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Because he had no son to give to
the king, he came himself. He kept his body somewhere and his soul
manufactured a body and became that son.!®

Bas. [That’s all for today.]

14 See Endnote 7, at the end of this chapter.

15 “By the mystic power of Narada Muni, the living entity reentered his dead body
for a short time and spoke in reply to Narada Muni’s request. He said: According
to the results of my fruitive activities, I, the living being, transmigrate from one
body to another, sometimes going to th e species of the demigods, sometimes to the
species of lower animals, sometimes among the vegetables, and sometimes to the
human species. Therefore, in which birth were these my mother and father? No one
is actually my mother and father. How can [ accept these two people as my parents?”*
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.16.4).

16 Angira Rsi is one of the seven Rsis (great sages) and he has all mystic powers; thus he
can do anything he desires, even keeping his body somewhere else and adopting the body
of the son of Queen and King Citraketu. (Sripada Madhava Maharaja)
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% January (undated), 2007 ¥

Sloka Class
Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.6.4 and 6.11.24

tat-praydso na kartavyo
yata ayur-vyayah param
na tatha vindate ksemar
mukunda-caranambujam

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.6.4)

[Endeavors merely for sense gratification or material
happiness through economic development are not to be
performed, for they result only in a loss of time and energy,
with no actual profit. If one’s endeavors are directed toward
Krsna consciousness, one can surely attain the spiritual
platform of self-realization. There is no such benefit from
engaging oneself in economic development.*]

aham hare tava padaika-miila-
dasanudaso bhavitasmi bhityah

manah smaretdasu-pater gunams te
grnita vak karma karotu kayah

§rimad-Bhdgavatam (6.11.24)

[O Lord, please bestow such mercy upon me, that in my
next birth I may obtain the opportunity to exclusively serve
the servants who have taken shelter of Your lotus feet. May
my mind always remember Your all-auspicious qualities, my
speech always chant the glories of these qualities, and my
body always remain engaged in Your service.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who is praying?

Acyutananda dasa: Vrtrasura.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who was Vrtrasura?

Acyutananda dasa: Vrtrasura was Citraketu Maharaja in his previous

life.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why did he become a demon?

Acyutananda dasa: [ don’t know.

49



Walking with a Saint - 2007

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I told this yesterday. It was due
to the curse of Parvati. He was joking with his friend Sankara, but
Parvati took his words very seriously. She took his words as an
offence to Sankara.

[Madhuvrata dasa recites and explains the two verses.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why should we not do anything
to maintain ourselves, like making money and all related activities?

Madhuvrata dasa: Because everything is coming from our previous
activities.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Without wanting it, suffering
comes; and if happiness is meant to be there, it will certainly also
come. So we need not try to do anything for our happiness. Rather,
we should engage only in mukunda-caranambujam (worship of
Krsna’s lotus feet). Try to do bhajana.

What does Mukunda mean here?

Madhuvrata dasa: One who gives liberation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. He gives liberation from all
sufferings, and He also gives prema.
[To Brajanath dasa] Can you utter the slokas?

Brajanath dasa: [ have done only 50%.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What 507

Vrnda-devi dasi: We learned the slokas together, so he will speak.
Brajanath dasa: Aham hare...[some difficulty]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Vrnda-devi dasi] Help him.

There are three things: body, tongue, and mind. If whatever we
do by body, think by mind, and tell by words is engaged in Krsna
consciousness, then everything will be okay.

s January 27, 2007 %
Darsana

Acyutananda dasa: | have a question. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu says
we should be humble:
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trnad api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih

Sri Siksastaka (Verse 3)

[Thinking oneself to be even lower and more worthless
than insignificant grass that has been trampled beneath
everyone’s feet, being more tolerant than a tree, being
prideless and offering respect to everyone according to
their respective positions, one should continuously chant
the holy name of Sri Hari.]

How can we develop such qualities?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Krsna has given independence
to all jivas — to some degree, not fully — and with that independence
the jiva may or may not do what Krsna wants him to do. If a man
wants to serve Krsna, he is required to strictly follow the instructions
in this verse, thinking, “I should not be angry. I must follow trnad api
sunicena. This will bring bhakti.” A person who wishes to advance
in bhakti is never allowed to quarrel with anyone for his own gain.

Bharata and Sri Ramacandra quarrelled with each other, but for
what reason? Bharata told Sri Rama, “I will not take the kingdom.
You must take it.” Rama replied, “No, you should take it.” They were
quarrelling only for the purpose of giving, not for taking. On the
other hand, Duryodhana and the Pandavas were fighting for taking.

“l must attain love for Radha and Krsna. By following the
principles of trnad api sunicena (thinking oneself more insignificant
and lowly than the straw in the street, etc.), I can attain Their
service.” When one develops this mood, he will strongly follow
these principles.

Read and follow Upadesamrta. Amrta means ‘nectar.” Why are
these instructions (upadesa) called nectar? It is because following
them gives krsna-bhakti up to radha-dasyam (personal service to
Srimati Radhika). Radha-dasyam is the aim and object of our life
and sadhana-bhajana. If one truly desires this attainment, he will
follow Upadesamrta. If we have everything in our life except bhakti,
we really have nothing; whereas if we have only bhakti, our life is
successful.

There are two additional principles to follow: strictly reject
what is not favorable for krsna-bhakti and strongly accept what is
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favorable. By such practice, anarthas will gradually diminish and
you will become a pure bhakta.
If a person is giving medical help to all jivas, is this good or bad?

Acyutananda dasa: It is good.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Is it favorable for bhakti, or not?
Acyutananda dasa: No.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If you give medicine to a thief
or murderer, thus making him healthy, he will again murder others.
And what will happen to you?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Sin will come to me because I helped him.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Gradually give up all other
engagements and attachments, and become one-pointed to krsna-
bhajana and radha-dasyam. Maintain this determination: “I will not
give a particle of my energy to anything else.”

api tyaktva laksmi-pati-ratim ito vyoma-nayaninm
vraje radha-krsnau sva-rati-mani-dau tvar bhaja manah
Manah-siksa (Verse 4)

[Furthermore, O mind, please abandon even the attach-
ment to Laksmipati Sri Narayana, which leads to
Vaikuntha. Rather, live in Vraja and worship Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna, who bestow upon devotees the precious
jewel of Their rati (spiritual attachment).]

Give up even the worship of Narayana, Dvarakadisa, and
Mathuresa, and give up the desire for vatsalya (service in the mood
of Krsna’s parent) and sakhya (the service of a friend). Keep only
the Divine Couple Sri Sri Radha-Krsna in your heart, with a desire
for direct service to Srimati Radhika.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Gurudeva, if someone is a doctor by profession and
is helping others to do sinful activities — if that is his profession —
then what can he do to be free from the sinful reaction?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That person needs to somehow
maintain himself. But we are not doctors, engineers, or any other
profession, so how do we maintain ourselves? If one is a doctor
by skill yet totally engages in bhajana, his maintenance will be
automatically taken care of.
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Vrnda-devi dasi: If doctors give you their money, you will purify
them.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why should they not give their
entire selves? Why give only money? One day they will have to give
up that profession.

Money means energy.

Vrnda-devi dasi: So, if they give their money, will they get purified?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. If one has money, he should
donate it for Krsna’s service.

Without my desiring money, so much money comes to me. I accept
everyone’s money without any change in my consciousness, and
I engage their money in beautiful, favorable works for Krsna. For
example, | use it for dhama-seva and for creating places for hari-
katha. A person will then come and hear hari-katha and perform
kirtana, and he will advance in bhakti.

s January 28, 2007 ¥
Darsana

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All scriptures state that sadhu-
sanga — only sadhu-sanga, only sadhu-sanga — will save us from the
endless pain of birth and death, and give krsna-prema. Without
sadhu-sanga, pure nama will not come. By continual hearing, our
heart will be cleared, and then pure bhakti will manifest in our
hearts. Whether one is a doctor, engineer, advocate, the president
or prime minister of a country, or anyone else — he will suffer. On
the other hand, anyone who is somehow maintaining his life and at
the same time chanting and remembering and weeping, that person
will very soon realize krsna-prema.

Navadvipa parikrama is coming again. About 10,000 devotees
will be gathered there, and hari-katha, kirtana, and dancing, will
take place. Even if an ignorant person goes to Vrndavana-dhama,
Navadvipa-dhama, or Puri-dhama — and especially to Vrndavana
and Navadvipa — the dhama, being very powerful, will shower its
profuse mercy upon him.

In our past births we committed many offenses, such as nama-
aparadha, seva-aparadha, and vaisnava-aparadha, and that is why we
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don’t experience prema while chanting. When we go to Navadvipa-
dhama, chanting and weeping, “O Gaura, O Nityananda Prabhu, O
Dhama Prabhu, I surrender to you. Please be merciful to me,” the
dhama will shower its compassion. In fact, although they are the
same tattva (truth), Navadvipa-dhama is even more merciful than
Vrndavana-dhama. Perhaps you have been there many times?

Govinda dasi (of Hawaii): Yes, many years ago. I've been there
several times, and | was there when Srila Prabhupada was there. The
last time I saw Prabhupada in this world was in Mayapura.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In a village of Bengal, there
was a lady who was a very, very good devotee. She used to go to
Navadvipa-dhama every year. Her husband and sons told her, “Each
year you go to Navadvipa-dhama, so this year you need not go. Why
are you going? One time is enough.” She told her husband, “We take
prasadam, food, every day. Why do we need to take it every day? One
day will suffice.” Saying this, she at once left for Navadvipa.

If you cannot physically go to the dhama, then be there by mind.
If you are here, send your mind to Navadvipa with us, and your
mind will do parikrama.

Govinda dasi: I have no use for this mind. It gives me trouble day and
night, so please take it to Navadvipa.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Will that give the same benefit?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not the same, but some benefit
will be there.

Vrnda-devi dasi: Gurudeva, you have done this parikrama so many
times.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ have been doing parikrama
since 1946. Once [ was very sick and could not go; I only missed
once.

Brajanath dasa: In total, you went fifty-nine times.
When the brahmacaris would want to go back by bus, you would
pick up your danda [and show it to them in a motion of chastisement].

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To a Bengali guest] What is your
age now!

Hladini-sakti dasi: He had a stroke, so he has problems speaking. He
is eighty-five. He is younger than you.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To the guest] In this old age you
must chant, “Hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare [ hare rama
hare rama rama rama hare hare,” while eating, sleeping, going here
and there, walking, or doing anything. You will certainly become
happy, and you will be saved from birth and death. Only this holy
name can save you.

Vrndavana dasa: Gurudeva, when you did parikrama in the early
years, did you go by foot, with tents, from one place to the next?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. Two or three times we went
by foot in Vrndavana with Guru Maharaja, and in Navadvipa we
went one time with tents to each island. We would live one day on
one island — one day here, and one day there.

Once, in Campaka-hatta, there was heavy rain; there was water
everywhere. It was Ekadasi that day, and due to so much rain no one
could even take Ekadasi prasadam. All were crying, “What to do?”
I was seeing to their needs, and somehow we passed that night.

Vrnda-devi dast: Did you give them bananas and coconuts?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We could not give them anything.
They took prasadam on the following day.

Vrndavana dasa: Should we do like that Gurudeva — with tents?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Now there are 10,000 people.
How can we do that? In the early days, there were four or five-
hundred of us. For 10,000 people, tents will not fit anywhere. And
what would happen if rain comes? Some rain will surely come.

Savitri dasi: Guru Maharaja, the devotees of ISKCON Bombay
are teaching a one-week course on how to preach to new people.
The course is called “The Search For Happiness.” Rasananda
prabhu [now Sripada Sridhara Maharaja] was teaching this to us in
Vrndavana, and I am studying it. [ would like to follow the way in
which they teach the course in ISKCON. It is a very simple way
for people to connect and understand. I am studying and making
outlines. I would like to maybe do this for our devotees.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, you can teach others also.

Savitri dasi: [ would like to do this while traveling in different parts
of the world. After I finished law school, I was teaching labor-law to
many students in the university, and I was also running businesses.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You are very qualified. You should
boldly preach everywhere.

Savitri dasi: Gurudeva, Muslim people are so difficult to convince.
They don’t change their minds.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Somehow we must continue. So
many devotees are joining in China and Russia.

Hladini-sakti dasi (of Hawaii): Buddhists will be conquered by love
for Krsna. They have no love in their hearts.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are against bhakti — more
so than Mayavadis. They are simply absorbed in false logic, and
therefore their numbers will increase as Kali-yuga advances.” Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu came and spread Krsna’s name, so this nama-
sankirtana will go everywhere.

Haladhara dasa: Is the Krsna who appears as Vasudeva in Mathura
the same Krsna who comes to Mathura from Vrndavana and defeats
Karsa?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The son of Devaki and Vasudeva
killed Kamsa. By tattva, both are the same. By mood, Vrajendra-
nandana Krsna never comes to Mathura.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He never goes out of Vrndavana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Mathuresa Krsna, the son of
Devaki and Vasudeva, killed Kamsa. In fact, it was not He who
killed Kamsa, but Visnu within His body who did it. Killing demons
is the duty of visnu-tattva.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: It’s stated in Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-
lila 4.13):

ataeva visnu takhana krsnera Sarire

visnu-dvare kare krsna asura-sarmhare

[At that time, therefore, Lord Visnu is present in the
body of Lord Krsna, and Lord Krsna kills the demons
through Him.*]

Visnu living within Krsna destroyed the demons.

17 Whatever is not genuine will increase as Kali-yuga advances. Most Buddhists
today follow Gautama Buddha, who is not the incarnation of Krsna. They have
no proper scriptural siddhanta, and therefore they depend on false logic. (Sripada
Madhava Maharaja)
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Hladini-sakti dasi: Does this include the demons He killed in
Vrndavana?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Haladara dasa: I have one question. Krsna says, “If you think of Me
at the time of death, you will come to Me.” If one wants to be the
maidservant of Sri Radhika, is it best to think of Krsna, Sri Radhika,
or the bona fide guru?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The three are non-different.

Without guru, you cannot do anything. Better to remember guru,

through guru, Radha and Krsna, and within remembrance of Radha

and Krsna, especially remember radha-dasyam. Radhe, Radhe, Radhe.
You should preach very boldly.

e January 30, 2007 ¥
Darsana
Appearance Day of Nityananda Prabhu

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: During the rainy season in India,
on guru-piurnima (vyasa-puirnima), devotees of all sampradayas —
Ramanuja, Madhvacarya, Visnusvami, Nimbaditya, and even
Sankaracarya — worship Srila Vyasadeva.

In Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s pastimes, as that day was
approaching, Mahaprabhu asked Sri Nityananda Prabhu, “Where
will we perform Vyasa-paja?”

Srivasa Pandita boldly said, “I have all the paraphernalia
for worship in my house, and I have the book that contains all
procedures for the observance of Vyasa-piija (Vyasa-piija Paddhati).
So, I request it be performed at my home.”

Mahaprabhu then declared, “Tomorrow will be Vyasa-pija;
everyone should come.” The next day all of Mahaprabhu’s associates
came. Everything was ready, but Mahaprabhu was purposely
somewhat late in entering the area of the worship.

Srivasa Pandita told Sri Nityananda Prabhu, “Mahaprabhu
is a little late, but we should begin. Please give the garland to
Srila Vyasadeva and let us begin Vyasa-pija.” In an evasive way,
Nityananda Prabhu began to make the sounds “hmm, hmm,” and
said, “I'm going to do it, I'm going to do it.”
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When Mahaprabhu finally arrived, Srivasa Thakura complained to
Him, saying, “Your Sripada (Nityananda Prabhu) is not performing
Vyasa-puaja.”

Mahaprabhu then approached Nityananda Prabhu and told Him,
“O Nityananda Prabhu, do it now.” Now seeing Mahaprabhu before
Him, Nityananda Prabhu took the garland and all the paraphernalia
for worship, and offered them to Him — to show everyone that He is
the supreme guru. Mahaprabhu is the guru of Vyasa and all Vyasas
(all the Vyasas that have appeared in the creation thus far). Thus,
Nityananda Prabhu declared that Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself.

While Sri Nityananda Prabhu was traveling with Laksmipati
throughout many of the pilgrimage places of India, after some time

He came to Vrndavana. There, He was searching and calling out,
“Where is Krsna? Where is Krsna?”

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: “Where is Kanhaiya, where is Kanhaiya?”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He was caressing the cows and
cowherd boys. He would run here and there, weeping like a mad
person and calling out, “Oh, where is My Krsna? Where is Krsna?”
Those who heard and saw Him ran away, thinking, “Who is this
person? He is totally mad.” Actually He was totally mad.

Then, one day an aerial voice called to Him, “Nityananda
Prabhu, Your brother is not here now. He is in Navadvipa. He has
taken birth there and is now in His youth.”

Nityananda Prabhu at once left Vrndavana and went to the
border of Navadvipa-dhama, near the Ganges, where He hid Himself
in the house of Sri Nandana Acarya. He considered, “If Mahaprabhu —
if Krsna — is here, and He will search for Me, only then will I know
that He is really Nanda-nandana Krsna; otherwise not.”

At that time, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was at Srivasa-angana,
and He told the devotees, “A very great Vaisnava has come to
Navadvipa. Please go to Him and bring Him here.” Srivasa Pandita
and the other devotees searched everywhere, but they could not find
Him. Then Mahaprabhu said, “Oh, I am coming. Let us find Him.”

When Mahaprabhu and His associates arrived at the house
of Nandana Acarya and entered there, Nityananda Prabhu and
Mahaprabhu saw each other. This was their first meeting, and for
some time they both simply stared at each other. They embraced,
and both fainted. Mahaprabhu later told Srivasa Pandita to recite a
verse, which he uttered:
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barhapidam nata-vara-vapuh karnayoh karnikaram
bibhrad vasah kanaka-kapisam vaijayantirh ca malam

randhran venor adhara-sudhayapirayan gopa-vndair
vrndaranyam sva-pada-ramanam pravisad gita-kirtih

Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.21.5)

[Syamasundara is entering the forest of Vrndavana
accompanied by His cowherd boyfriends. He wears a
peacock feather in His turban, a yellow karnikara flower
on His ears, a yellow-gold garment, and a victory garland
strung with five kinds of fragrant forest flowers. Thus He
displays His form as the greatest of dancers. The nectar
of His lips flows through the holes of the flute [and thus
the glorious vibrations of His flute-song echo throughout
the forest groves]. Singing His glories, the cowherd boys
follow from behind. In this way, Sri Vrndavana-dhama
[which is more charming than Vaikuntha], becomes
delighted by the touch of His lotus feet.]

Both the Lords then returned to external consciousness and
began to dance. Mahaprabhu told Nityananda Prabhu, “Oh, please
come with Me,” and brought Him to Srivasa-angana.

After that, Nityananda Prabhu would sometimes reside at
Srivasa-angana with Srivasa Pandita and his family. Sometimes He
would be naked, at which time He would sit on the lap of Mailini-
devi, the wife of Srivasa Pandita, like a baby, and Malini-devi would
give Him her breast-milk.

Once, Sri Nityananda Prabhu took off His dhoti and put it on
His head (as a turban), and in this way He went to Sacimata’s house,
calling, “Mother! Mother! I am very hungry!” Then, totally absorbed
in the mood of Sri Baladeva Prabhu, He searched for Krsna, calling,
“Where is Kanhaiya?” Mahaprabhu then gave Nityananda Prabhu
His chaddar, personally wrapping it around Him, and Sacimata gave
Him prasadam.

Malini-devi had a bowl...

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: A silver bowl.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: A silver bowl that was full of
ghee and was meant for offering to the Deity. Once a big crow came
and flew away with the bowl, and Malini-devi began to weep. Seeing
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this, Nityananda Prabhu called to the crow, “Come on, come on.
Bring back that pot!” The crow at once came back with the bowl.

Sri Nityananda Prabhu was present when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
took sannydsa. After taking sannydsa, Mahaprabhu wanted to go
to Vrndavana, but Nityananda Prabhu brought Him by a trick to
Advaita-bhavana (the house of Sri Advaita Acarya) in Santipura.
There, all the residents of Nadia, including Sacimata, came and met
with Him.

Nityananda Prabhu broke Mahaprabhu’s danda in Orissa, in a
place that later became known as Danda-bhanga-nadi.

He sometimes used to mock quarrel with Sri Advaita Acarya.

Nityananda Prabhu ki jaya!

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Padmavati-devi ki jaya! Hadai Pandita
ki jaya! Visvariipa Prabhu ki jaya! Saci Maiya ki jaya! Gaura-
Nityananda Prabhu ki jaya! Gaura Premanande! Hari hari bol!

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Thank you for coming to hear.

Brajanatha dasa: Gurudeva, did Sri Visvariipa enter into Nityananda
Prabhu when He left the world?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika it is
written that when Visvariipa disappeared, His power manifested in
[svara-puripada, and afterward, when Sri Nityananda Prabhu met
with Mahaprabhu, Visvartipa manifested in Nityananda Prabhu.

Vrnda-devi dasi: [ was discussing with Ratikala in Bali. You had
given a couple of lectures on Nityananda Prabhu there, and you
were testing the devotees to see if they knew whether Nityananda
Prabhu can give gopi-prema. Ratikala answered correctly.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: During the manifest pastimes of
Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu married the two sisters, Vasudha
and Jahnava, who were none other than Revati and Varuni, Sri
Baladeva Prabhu’s wives during the pastimes of Sri Krsna.

When Nityananda Prabhu married, many people became confused
and did not want to honor Him as before. But Mahaprabhu always
respected Him, and told Him to preach in Bengal. In this regard
Vrndavana dasa Thakura has said, “If anyone, after hearing the
glories of Nityananda Prabhu, criticizes Him, I will kick that person
on his head.”

Advaita Acarya had six sons. Three of his sons, Balarama,
Svariipa, and Jagadisa, used to respect Mahaprabhu and Advaita
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Acarya, but they were confused about Nityananda Prabhu and did
not honor Him. Advaita Acirya therefore rejected these sons, and
accepted only Acyutdnanda as his son.

Gaura Premanande!

%e January 31, 2007 ¥
Morning Dar$ana

Radha-kanta dasa: Gurudeva, what would you say is the most
important quality for being effective in preaching the message of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu? Is it humility, compassion, knowledge,
bhakti, realization?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja:

bharata-bhiimite haila manusya janma yara
janma sarthaka kari’ kara para-upakara

Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 9.41)

[One who has taken his birth as a human being in the land
of India (Bharata-varsa) should make his life successful
and work for the benefit of all other people.*]

Preaching involves thinking, “All jivas in this world have
forgotten Krsna.” Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said, and Sri Krsna
has said in the Bhagavad-gita, to first hear from gurudeva, and then,
after hearing, perform kirtana. Kirtana means preaching, and in
that there should be humility:

trnad api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih

Sri Siksastaka (Verse 3)

[Thinking oneself to be even lower and more worthless
than insignificant grass that has been trampled beneath
everyone’s feet, being more tolerant than a tree, being
prideless and offering respect to everyone according to
their respective positions, one should continuously chant
the holy name of Sri Hari.]
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We should not think, “I have become guru.” Rather, “Following
the order of our gurudeva, we are preaching.”

You must know the instructions given by your gurudeva —
knowing all tattvas (established philosophical truths) such as krsna-
tattva, jiva-tattva, maya-tattva, radha-tattva, and the path out of maya.
How can a person preach if he doesn’t know all tattvas? It is best to
read the first and second sections of Jaiva-dharma for preaching, and
the third section for following yourself; not for preaching.

st January 31, 2007 =¥
Evening DarSana

Brajanath dasa: The first question is about brahma-vimohana-lila.
When all the cowherd boys were in mystic slumber for one year [and
Krsna took their forms so that their mothers would not miss them
and worry], in that year Krsna [in the forms of those cowherd boys]
married [was betrothed to] all the gopis. After the cowherd boys
came out from their mystic sleep, how did they understand that they
had been married? That must have been a surprise for them. How do
we reconcile that? Who explained to them that they were married?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is all due to Yogamaya. All of
Krsna’s desires are fulfilled by Yogamaya. The gopis never thought,
“Krsna is my husband,” and the friends considered, “This lady is my
wife.” Otherwise, how could there be parakiya-bhava (the mood of a
paramour)? Do you understand?

Brajanath dasa: In that year, when Krsna expanded Himself as all
the cowherd boys, Gargamuni said, “All the gopas should now marry
with gopis.” At that time the young gopas and gopis were promised
to each other for marriage in the future. All the gopis thought, “I
will marry this gopa in the future.” When the gopas came out from
their sleep caused by Brahma, did the gopas understand, or not
understand, by Yogamaya’s influence that they were going to marry
this or that gopt?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By the power of Yogamaya they
considered, “She is my wife.” Otherwise, there would be no parakiya-
bhava. [To Amara dasa] Do you know the meaning of parakiya?

Amara dasa: [t’s when a married wife has love for another man.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All the gopis are Krsna’s wives, in
the sense that they are all His power as expansions of Radhika. In this
way, by the influence of Yogaymaya, a special thing was manifest —
upapati-bhava, or paramour mood.

Amara dasa: The gopas were not attracted to their wives.

Brajanath dasa: In the gopis there are four divisions: svapaksa (those
in Radhika’s party), vipaksa (Radhika’s rival party), tatastha (those
who are neutral to Radhika’s party and friendly with Her rival
party), and suhrt (those who are friendly to Radhika’s party and
neutral to Her rival party). Is this division there in the sakhas also?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Their divisions are sakha, priya-
sakha, priya-narma sakha, and prana-sakha [also known as suhrda-
sakha).!® Their divisions are not like those of the gopis. All are
svapaksa to Krsna.

Brajanath dasa: Prabhu is saying that all the gopas are more attracted
to Krsna than to their wives.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It has been told that they used
to worship their wives, because their wives fulfilled the desire of
Krsna. All would honor that person who loved Krsna. Also, the
mothers-in-law used to think, “My daughter-in-law serves Krsna.”
At the same time, in order to increase the eagerness of Krsna and
the gopis, they acted like they were creating opposition.

Amara dasa: The gopas are more attracted to Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not like their wives. Their wives
were more attracted, and they served Krsna more.

Amara dasa: But the gopas are not as attracted to their wives as they
are attracted to Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, that is right.

Brajanath dasa: Prabhu is saying that the gopas may be na-pumsa
(impotent).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, never. Only Abhimanyu, by the
power of Yogamaya, is impotent. By birth he was not impotent, but
after he was married to the shadow of Radhika, then he became so.

18 The sakhas are the male friends, companions, and attendants of Sri Krsna. See
Endnote 8, at the end of this chapter, for a description of the different groups.
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sfe February 2, 2007 %
Sloka Class
Sri Caitanya-Caritamrta, Madhya-lila 20.117

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Madhuvrata dasa] Do you
remember something?

Madhuvrata dasa: A §loka?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not a sloka (the Sanskrit word
for a Sanskrit verse); a payara (Bengali verse).

Madhuvrata dasa:

krsna bhuli’ sei jiva anadi-bahirmukha
ataeva maya tarve deya samsara-duhkha

Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 20.117)

[Forgetting Krsna, the living entity has been attracted by
the external feature from time immemorial. Therefore
the illusory energy maya gives him all kinds of misery in
his material existence.*]

“The conditioned soul, who is averse to Krsna, has become
enamored by material energy since time immemorial, and therefore
maya gives him unlimited suffering in the form of three-fold miseries.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: How does maya give suffering to
the jivas?
Madhuvrata dasa: I don’t know the sloka.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You will have to remember so
many payaras.

kabhu svarge, kabhu martye, narake va kabhu

kabhu deva, kabhu daitya, kabhu dasa, prabhu

Prema-vivarta (6.6)

[Sometimes he goes to heaven. Then, he has to come
down to Earth again, or maybe he has to go to hell.
Sometimes he is born as a deva (demigod), sometimes as
a demon, sometimes as the master, and at other times as
the servant.*]
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ami siddha krsna dasa, ei katha bhule
mayara naphara hafia cira-dina bule

Prema-vivarta (6.4)

[The jva soul, having forgotten his constitutional position
as the eternal perfect and pure servant of Krsna, remains
mayd’s slave while going from one body to the next.*]

So many important truths are explained here. [To Vrnda-devi
dasi] Do you remember something?

[Vrnda-devi recites and explains the same verse.]
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And others?

Vrnda-devi dasi: [ am trying to learn the next one, but I'll mix them
up if I try to say more than one.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can tell Brajanath prabhu
to speak.

Vrnda-devi dasi: He knows the verses.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Do you know them?
Brajanath dasa: Krsna bhuliye...jiva...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Brajanath buli [meaning ‘Brajanath
has forgotten’].

tate krsna bhaje, kare gurura sevana
maya-jala chute, paya krsnera carana
Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 22.25)
[In the Krsna conscious state, the living entity engages
in devotional service under the direction of the spiritual

master. In this way he gets out of the clutches of maya
and takes shelter under the lotus feet of Lord Krsna.*]

Without this, maya will not leave us. We should remember this
principle and try to be far away from maya.
What is maya?

Madhuvrata dasa: What is maya? It is the external energy of the
Lord.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What is the word-meaning of
mayal
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Madhuvrata dasa: Maya means ‘not this.” Ma-ya.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And what does that mean?

Madhuvrata dasa: What appears to be real is actually illusory and
temporary.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Mmm. [Pointing towards
Vrndavana dasa, who is standing close by] Who is he?

Madhuvrata dasa: Vrndavana dasa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Whose building is this?
Madhuvrata dasa: It belongs to Vrndavana dasa, Gurudeva.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who are you?
Madhuvrata dasa: Madhuvrata dasa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Madhuvrata?
Madhuvrata dasa: I don’t know who I am, Gurudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Whose coat is this?
Madhuvrata dasa: It is your coat.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is all maya — the illusory maya.
Madhuvrata dasa: ‘I’ and ‘mine.’

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ma means ‘not’ and ya means
‘this.” What is not, we think to be real. He thinks, “This is my wife.”
This is maya. He is the eternal servant of Krsna.

Madhuvrata dasa: [ have no realization of this, Gurudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna. If you
know everything about bhakti-sastras but you are not realizing or
following, then internally you are in maya. Moreover, externally you
will later on accept maya. For example, Prema-prayojana knew so
many things, so many things, but what became of him? What will
happen if a person is not following and at the same time speaks hari-
katha to others? This is the influence of the illusory maya. Then,
where will you be as the hearer?

Thus, maya is not so easy to give up. When we surrender
completely to guru and Krsna, then we can give her up. Those who
have partly surrendered — who are surrendered by words but not
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by activities, mind, and soul — are in maya. Though we are giving a
chance to all, those who follow will be saved and those who do not
follow will remain in this world of birth and death. We followed our
gurudeva with Sarandagati (the six limbs of surrender), and that is
why we are saved.

Thank you.

[To Acyutananda dasa] Can you give me some work [regarding
my Hindi manuscripts] today?

Acyutananda dasa: Yeah, maybe later.

Brajanath dasa: Your dictation from yesterday.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You have made this ready?
Acyutananda dasa: Not yet. I have yet to do it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: All right, so do it. Have they sent

something?

Acyutananda dasa: [ don’t think so.

Vrndavana dasa: Gurudeva, you said that if we are not surrendering
our mind and soul to guru, then after some time we won’t be able to
maintain the facade of being a devotee?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, this is quite true. I can give
guidance and tell them what to do, but they will have to follow. I
cannot walk for them. They will have to walk. Hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare [ hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare.

ENDNOTES

1 aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas tad-dhama vrndavanam
ramya kacid upasana vraja-vadhitvargena ya kalpita

19 Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja mercifully engaged many devotees in
his publication work, and then he would correct the texts they sent from India.
Acyutananda dasa and his other assistants managed his inflow of work, keeping
efficient communication with all devotees involved, and printing hard copies of the
manuscripts for him to correct. Acyutananda dasa would enter all his corrections into
computer files and transcribe dictations. On occasion, when not much work arrived,
he would spend some time reading Srimad-Bhagavatam or Caitanya-caritamrta. On
the rare occasions when no work arrived, he would express his unhappiness by saying
things like, “I have no desire to stay in this world if I cannot write.”

67



Walking with a Saint - 2007

$rimad-bhagavatam pramanam amalam prema pumartho mahan
$ri-caitanya-mahaprabhor matam idam tatradaro nah parah

Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna is our exclusive object of
worship and love. In the same way that He is worshipful,
so is His transcendental abode, Sri Vrndavana-dhama.
The mood in which the young brides of Vraja [the gopis,
headed by Srimati Radhika] worship Him is the highest
and ultimate form of love of God. Srimad-Bhagavatam
alone is the immaculate scriptural evidence of this. Krsna-
prema is the supreme objective of life [beyond mundane
religiosity, economic development, sense gratification
and impersonal liberation]. This is the conception of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (gaura-vani). We hold this
conclusion (siddhanta) in supreme regard [and have
no inclination or respect for any other conclusion or
cheating opinions].

2 Dasa-miila — ‘ten roots’. In the Ayur-veda, the science of herbal
medicine, there are ten roots which, when combined together, produce
a tonic which sustains life and counteracts disease. Similarly, there
are ten ontological principles. When these are properly understood
and realized, they destroy the disease of material existence and give
life to the soul. The first of these principles is known as pramana, the
evidence which establishes the existence of the fundamental truths.
The other nine principles are known as prameya, the truths which are

to be established.

3 ete camsa-kalah pumsah krsnas tu bhagavan svayam
gﬁmad-Bhﬁgavatam (1.3.28)

All avataras (incarnations) such as Sri Ramacandra and
Nrsimhadeva are the plenary portions, or expansions
of the plenary portions, of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. However, Sri Krsna is Svayam Bhagavan,
the embodiment of six opulences and the original
fountainhead of everything.
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4 labdhva su-durlabham idam bahu-sambhavante
manusyam artha-dam anityam apiha dhirah
titrnam yateta na pated anu-mrtyu yavan
nihs$reyasaya visayah khalu sarvatah syat

§Timad-Bhdgavatam (11.9.29)

This human birth is very rare, because it is only attained
after many lifetimes. Although temporary, it can give the
highest benefit [the service of Srimati Radhika]. After
all, sense gratification is available in all species [whereas
spiritual perfection is possible only for human beings].
Therefore, an intelligent person should immediately,
without wasting a single moment, begin to endeavor
[with one-pointed dedication] to achieve the ultimate
good fortune, before death comes.

5 naisam matis tavad wrukramanghrim
sprsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam pada-rajo-’bhisekarm
niskincananam na vrnita yavat
Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.32)

Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the
lotus feet of a Vaisnava completely freed from material
contamination, persons very much inclined toward
materialistic life cannot be attached to the lotus feet of
the Lord, who is glorified for His uncommon activities.
Only by becoming Krsna conscious and taking shelter at
the lotus feet of the Lord in this way can one be freed
from material contamination.*

6 tat sadhu manye "sura-varya dehinam
sada samudvigna-dhiyam asad-grahat
hitvatma-patam grham andha-kiipar
vanam gato yad dharim asrayeta

Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.5.5)

[Prahlada Maharaja replied to his father:] “O best of the
asuras, King of the demons, any person who has accepted
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the temporary body as real is certainly embarrassed by
anxiety because of having fallen into the dark well of
family life [or the bodily concept of life] where there is no
water [rasa] but only suffering. One should give up this

position and go to the forest to take shelter of Sri Hari.” *

7 Excerpt from a class on Srimad-Bhagavatam by Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja in Mathura, India, 1994:

Many of us think that Citraketu Maharaja had committed
some offence and that is why he became a demon. This is not so.
Citraketu Maharaja is a completely liberated soul and is the disciple
of Sankarsana. He performed his pastime as Vrtasura to teach the
world. The story goes like this. Sankara (Lord Siva) was his friend
and godbrother. This librated maha-purusa once came to Kailasa. At
that time Sankaraji was speaking hari-katha. The beautiful Parvati
was sitting on his lap and Lord Siva had his arm around her neck.
He was wearing a dor-kaupin of snakes. He also ornaments himself
with snakes.

... Citraketu Maharaja came, and seeing his friend Sankaraji
like this, he laughed, “Why are you sitting with Parvati on your lap
while speaking hari-katha? Why are you doing this? Does anybody
act like this? In front of this assembly of so many rsis and munis you
are making your wife look like a sense enjoyer. This is not proper.”
Saying this, Citraketu Maharaja laughed.

Sankaraji also smiled but Parvati was perturbed. Unable to
tolerate Citraketu’s words she cursed him, “You should become a
demon. Are you trying to be the guru of Lord Siva? Brahma and so
many other demigods accept his authority and now you are giving
him instructions? By this you are insulting him.”

Sankaraji did not feel affronted, but Parvati took Citraketu
Maharaja’s words as an insult. As Citraketu Maharaja was his friend,
Sivaji understood why he had spoken in that way. To show that one
should not insult a Vaisnava, Parvati cursed her husband’s friend.
Citraketu Maharaja was highly qualified and powerful enough
that he could have counteracted her curse, if he had wanted. But
to keep the word of Lord Siva’s dearmost beloved Parvati-devi, he
accepted her curse without any complaint. Sankaraji then said to
her, “O Parvati, what have you done? You don’t know that maha-
purusas like Citraketu Maharaja may stay in hell or in heaven, they
may become a demigod or a demon, they may accept any kind of
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form! For them it does not make any difference, because wherever
they stay, they always perform harinama-sankirtana and bhakti for
the lotus feet of Sri Hari. But by your giving this curse, now I can
understand what your mentality is.”

8 The following is an excerpt from Jaiva-dharma, Chapter 29:

“There are four types of sakhds in Vraja: (1) suhrt, (2) sakha,
(3) priya-sakha, and (4) priya-narma-sakha. The suhrt-sakhas
are somewhat older than Krsna, and they have some vatsalya-
bhava (parental mood) mixed in their moods towards Him. They
carry weapons, and always protect Krsna from miscreants. They
include Subhadra, Mandalibhadra, Bhadravardhana, Gobhata,
Yaksa, Indrabhata, Bhadranga, Virabhadra, Mahaguna, Vijaya and
Balabhadra. Mandalibhadra and Balabhadra are the most prominent
among them.

“The sakhas are somewhat younger than Krsna, and their mood
of friendship is alloyed with a touch of dasya-bhava (servitorship).
They include Visala, Vrsabha, Ojasvi, Devaprastha, Variithapa,
Maranda, Kusumapida, Manibaddha and Karandhama. Devaprastha
is the best of these.

“The priya-sakhas are friends of the same age as Krsna with
unalloyed sakhya-bhava (mood of friendship). These include
Sridama, Sudiama, Dama, Vasudama, Kinkini, Stoka-Krsna, Amsu,
Bhadrasena, Vilasi, Pundarika, Vitanka and Kalavinka.

“Krsna’s priya-narma-sakhds are superior to the three other
groups of sakhds — namely the suhrt-sakhas, the sakhas, and the priya-
sakhds — and they are expert at performing extremely confidential
activities. They include Subala, Arjuna, Gandharva, Vasanta and
Ujjvala, who always speaks joking words.”
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sfe March (undated), 2007 %
Darsana

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
was dancing in Srivasa-angana and performing His other navadvipa-
lila, He fulfilled His [Sri Krsna’s] three desires: §ri radhayah pranaya-
mahima kidyso vanayaiva'. Is it that His going to Puri and Godavari
was for teaching the jiva souls how to follow this path?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is not like that. He was playing
sweet pastimes in Navadvipa, and He tasted all these moods [the
fulfillment of His desires] in Puri, in the Gambhira, with Sri Raya
Ramananda and Sri Svariipa Damodara. In Navadvipa He enjoyed
His balya-lila (baby and early childhood pastimes) and then His
pauganda-lila (early youth pastimes) of teaching. Afterwards He went
to Gaya, where He changed,’ and later He went to Jagannatha Puri.
He especially learned Radha’s mood when He went to Godavari and
accepted Raya Ramananda, who is Visakha-sakhi, as His siksa-guru.
After that He again went to Jagannatha Puri, and there He tasted
these three moods. [This is described in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,

Adi-lila 13.26-39.]

érigﬁda Padmanabha Maharaja: If [ understood you correctly, it was
by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s complete lila in Navadvipa, Puri, and
Godavari that He became completely fulfilled.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But always remember that
navadvipa-lila is asta-kaliya-lila, which is not true for Puri or
Godavari. Navadvipa-lila is prominent. In Godavari He manifested
His form as rasardja-mahabhava-svaripa and told the highest katha
to Raya Ramananda; yet, Godavari is not Vrndavana.

Godavari is like Kuruksetra, and Jagannatha Puri is like Dvaraka.
Only the pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in Navadvipa appear
in the category of asta-kaliya-lila. This is likened to Krsna’s asta-
kaliya-lila, in which there is no killing of demons, no mathura-lila, and
no dvaraka-lila; only His eternal vindavana-lilas are present there.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Gurudeva told in his class that in Krsna’s
asta-kaliya-lila, Mathura or Dvaraka have no place. In the same way,
in Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s asta-kalya-lila, Puri and Godavari have
no place.

1 See Endnote 1, at the end of this chapter.
2 See Endnote 2, at the end of this chapter.
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Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: Do you mean in nitya-dhama (the
spiritual world)?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In Sriman-Mahaprabhor asta-
kaltya-lila-smarana-mangala-stotram and Sri Krsna-bhavanamrta,
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has connected the sweet
pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu with Krsna’s asta-kaltya-lila.
First Mahaprabhu is meditated upon, and then Krsna.’

Sripada Asrama Maharaja: Srila Gurudeva, in Navadvipa, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s mood is like that of Vrsabhanu-nandini [Srimati
Radhika enjoying asta-kaliya-lila with Krsna in Vrndavana)?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Sripada Asrama Maharaja: So my question is this: Srimati Radhika is
tasting madanakhya-mahabhava in Vrndavana, at Prema-sarovara,
and Radha-kunda. So, is Mahaprabhu also tasting madanakhya-
mahabhava here in Navadvipa?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, but not externally. Inside.

Sripada Asrama Maharaja: Is He tasting them in Srivasa-angana, or
all the time?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: In Navadvipa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The devotee in his asta-kaliya-
lila meditation will see Mahaprabhu always here in Navadvipa-
dhama, in Mayapura. Mahaprabhu never leaves Navadvipa, just as
Krsna never leaves Vrndavana. Vrndavanam parityajya padam ekamn
na gacchati. Mahaprabhu never goes for a moment out of Navadvipa.

Sripada Asrama Maharaja: In which lila is Mahaprabhu tasting
madanakhya-mahabhava in Navadvipa?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Madanakhya-mahabhava was in
Mahaprabhu in Navadvipa, but it was not manifested. It manifested
in Jagannatha Puri, and especially in the Gambhira.

Sripada Vaikhanas Maharaja: In the Gambhira, Mahaprabhu tasted
the mood of Viyogini-Radhika. Does He experience madanakhya-
bhava there?

3 See Endnote 3, at the end of this chapter.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, madanakhya-mahabhava is
there.

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: Mahaprabhu is the vipralambha-
svariipa, the embodiment of separation mood. But He manifested
the extreme symptoms of separation mostly in Puri...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When Mahaprabhu returned to
Navadvipa from Gaya, He also manifested so many symptoms that
were just like those of Vrsabhanu-nandini Radhika.*

Thank you for your questions.

Brajanath dasa: One of the devotees is asking what is the qualification
for meditating on the asta-kaliya-lila of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Such qualification comes after
ruci’, not before. It comes especially in asakti®. Otherwise, if one
tries to prematurely engage in such meditation, he will become lusty.

Brajanath dasa: But he is speaking about Mahaprabhu’s asta-kaliya-lila.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: In Sriman Mahaprabhu’s asta-kaliya-
lila, Mahaprabhu is remembering Radha-Krsna’s pastimes; that is
the point.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Both are non-different.

Sita dasi (of England): You said that Vrsabhanu-nandini Radhika
in Vrndavana is Krsna’s full hladini-sakti, but when She goes to
Uddhava-kyari, She is in the mood of separation (Viyogini-Radha).
Uddhava-kyari is in Vrndavana, though. So why is Radhika not full
hladini-sakti there?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Because She is displaying Her
viyogini (separation) mood there.’

4 See Endnote 4, at the end of this chapter.

5 Ruci, or taste, is the sixth stage in the development of the creeper of devotion,
which develops after one has acquired steadiness in bhajana. At this stage, with
the awakening of actual taste, one’s attraction to spiritual matters, such as hearing,
chanting and other devotional practices, exceeds one’s attraction to any type of
material activity.

6 Asakti is deep attachment for the Lord and His eternal associates. Asakti occurs
when ones liking for bhajana leads to a direct attachment for the person who is the
object of that bhajana. This is the seventh stage in the development of the creeper of
devotion, and it is awakened upon the maturing of one’s taste for bhajana.

7 See Endnote 5, at the end of this chapter.
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The pastimes of Nandagaon are divided into two parts. Krsna was
living in Nanda-bhavana after He and His family left Gokula. There
He would go cowherding, and the gopis, who were experiencing
separation from Him, would go from Javata and meet Him at
Uddhava-kyari (a part of Nandagaon). At that time, all of Srimati
Radhika’s moods as Vrsabhanu-nandini would manifest. Uddhava-
kyari, where Visakha-kunda and rasa-lila-sthali are situated, is one
of the meeting places.

Later, when Krsna left the gopis and went to Mathura, Uddhava-
kyari became a place of separation moods, and Radhika became
Viyogini-Radha there. In this way Uddhava-kyari is a place of both
meeting and separation; first meeting and then separation.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: Is the worship of Gaura-Gadadhara for

devotees at a particular stage, or only for particular devotees like
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja and Sripada Madhava Maharaja
discuss in Bengali and then Madhava Maharaja translates in English]

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Gurudeva says that Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura has written that there is no difference between Gaura-
Gadadhara and Radha-Krsna, just as there is no difference between
Navadvipa-dhama and Vrndavana-dhama. Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura has even told that through the krsna-mantra one can serve
Gaura-Gadadhara and through the gaura-mantra one can serve the
Divine Couple.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Gaura-premanande. Chant
maha-mantra.

[Kirtanal

ENDNOTES

1 “Desiring to understand the glory of Radharant’s love, the
wonderful qualities in Him that She alone relishes through Her love,
and the happiness She feels when She realizes the sweetness of His
love, the Supreme Lord Hari, richly endowed with Her emotions,
appeared from the womb of Srimati Saci-devi, as the moon appeared
from the ocean”* (St Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.6).
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2 [Some atheistic Hindus told Chand Kazi:] “Nimai Pandita was
previously a very good boy, but since He has returned from Gaya He
conducts Himself differently. Now He loudly sings all kinds of songs,
claps, and plays drums and hand cymbals, making a tumultuous sound
that deafens our ears. We do not know what He eats that makes
Him become mad, dancing, singing, sometimes laughing, crying,
falling down, jumping up, and rolling on the ground. He has made
all the people practically mad by always performing congregational
chanting. At night we cannot get any sleep; we are always kept
awake. Now He has given up His own name Nimai and introduced
Himself by the name Gaurahari. He has spoiled the Hindu religious
principles and introduced the irreligion of non-believers. Now
the lower classes are chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra again
and again. For this sinful activity, the entire city of Navadvipa will
become deserted”* (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 17.207-212).

3 “Sri Gauranga, the Moon over Navadvipa, is manifest in His own
abode during eight periods of each day and every day. His pastimes
should be remembered by meditative devotees before they remember
the pastimes of Sri Krsna, the Moon over Gokula. If someone lovingly
reads or recites the Lord’s eternal daily pastimes as they are illuminated
in the ten verses of this prayer, then the Lord is immensely pleased
with that person, by His own merciful compassion. I thus meditate
on the daily pastimes of Sri Gauracandra” (Sriman-Mahaprabhor
asta-kaliya-lila-smarana-mangala-stotram: ~ Auspicious prayers for
remembering the eight-fold daily pastimes of St Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
Verse 10).

4 An excerpt from a morning walk in Alachua, Florida, May 3, 2008:

Raghunatha Bhatta dasa: Srila Gurudeva, I have a question.
Yesterday, Brajanath prabhu mentioned in his speech that when
Krsna leaves Vraja and goes to Mathura, He becomes Mathuresa
Krsna, and when He goes to Dvaraka He becomes Dvarakadhisa
Krsna. So, when Sriman Mahaprabhu leaves Navadvipa and goes to
South India or other places, is it a similar situation for Him?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He is asking if Mahaprabhu would
become ‘Nilacala Mahaprabhu’ or ‘Gambhira Mahaprabhu.’
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No. In the form of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Krsna took the beauty and intrinsic mood of Srimati
Radhika so that He would be able to taste the fulfillment of His
three desires. That is why He became Sri Sacinandana Gaurahari.
One may say that He is comparable to Dvarakadhisa-Krsna when
He goes to Puri, but that is not the fact. Rather, Mahaprabhu was
relishing Krsna of Vrndavana.

Moreover, this question is not proper. There is something
wrong in the question itself. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna,
but He is Krsna who has taken the beauty of Srimati Radhika and
who is tasting the glory of Her love. We should therefore think
about Mahaprabhu’s moods in relation to Radhika. He cannot be
addressed as ‘Puri Mahaprabhu’ or any similar name.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He is understood according to Radhika’s
moods, not Krsna’s moods.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In the pastimes of Mahaprabhu,
Krsna is not Krsna. He is totally absorbed in Srimati Radhika,
thinking, “I am Radhika.” There is no need to think about Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu in relation to the moods of Krsna.

Srimati Radhika does not go out of Vrndavana for even one
moment; and Krsna, in His original, complete feature, also does
not leave. Her original and complete feature, always residing in
Vrndavana, is Vrsabhanu-nandini Radha.

When Radhika is in Nandagaon and lamenting in separation
from Krsna when He (His manifestation) went to Dvaraka, She is
Viyogini-Radha. Therefore, when Mahaprabhu is in Jagannatha
Puri (which represents Dvaraka), He is in the mood of Viyogini-
Radha. When Radhika meets Krsna at Kuruksetra She is Sarmyogini-
Radha, and when Mahaprabhu is on the bank of Godavari with
Ramananda Raya, He is in the mood of that Sarhyogini-Radha.
In Navadvipa, which is hidden Vrndavana, Mahaprabhu is in the
mood of Vrsabhanu-nandini Radha.

Mahaprabhu actually never leaves Navadvipa, which has been
told in Sastra to be the same as Vrndavana. The twelve forests
of Vrndavana are in Navadvipa. Neither Jagannatha Puri nor
Godavari have been told to be the same as Vrndavana.

Sugata dasa: What is the internal reason that Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu did not stay long in Vrndavana?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When He was in Vrndavana,
He would see Govardhana and Yamuna and other stimulus for His
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thinking, “I am Krsna,” and “I performed so many sweet pastimes
here.” He did not want this mood to envelop Him. He did not
want His mood as Mahaprabhu to disappear. He therefore quickly
returned to Puri.

5 An excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s lecture on
March 25, 2001, in Navadvipa, India:

“Srimati Radhika is the highest shelter of prema, and She
Herself has three aspects. One aspect is the root, and the other
two are Her expansions. In Vrndavana, especially in Govardhana,
Nandagaon, Varsana, Radha-kunda, Syama-kunda, and similar
places, She is Vrsabhanu-nandini. She is the root, and She includes
Her expansions as well. She never leaves Vrndavana. In Nandagaon
(Uddhava-kyari) She is Viyogini-Radha after Krsna went to
Mathura. The astonishing madness of separation She experienced
as Viyogini-Radha is recorded in Bhramara-gita.

“As Samyogini-Radha, She spent three months in Kuruksetra,
where She met with Sri Krsna. Although this is the aspect of Radhika
who meets with Krsna at Kuruksetra, Her desire cannot be fulfilled
there; She wants to go back to Vrndavana. It is the same Krsna there
in Kuruksetra, but in a different dress. There is no flute in His hand
and no peacock feather crown; He is not Yasoda-nandana, Nanda-
nandana, Radha-kanta; He is not addressed by those names. The
mood there is very different, because there are so many elephants,
horses, and a huge army, and Vasudeva and Devaki and all their
associates are present. There is no forest like Vrndavana there, no
Yamuna, no peacocks, and no deer.

“Srimati Radhika tells Sri Krsna, ‘My heart is not satisfied.
There is not even one drop of the ocean of rasa of Vrndavana here
in Kuruksetra. I don’t want to be here.’

“Krsna tells Her, ‘You should meditate, and You will realize that
You are always with Me. If You meditate, My lotus feet will appear
in Your heart.’

“She replies, ‘My heart and mind are the same, and my mind is
Vrndavana. So You should come to Vrndavana.’ This is the meaning
of Ratha-yatra. The ratha-cart is the chariot of Radhika’s mind, the
chariot of Radhika’s desire, taking Sri Krsna back to Vrndavana,
back to Vraja (represented by the Gundica temple). Samyogini
means that there is samyoga, a meeting between Radha and Krsna,
but Radhika wants to go back to Vrndavana. She wants to return
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to the forest of Vetasi trees; that is, the forest of Kadamba trees, the
forest which is fragrant with beli, cameli, and juhi flowers. She wants
to take Krsna there.

“So, first Radhika is Vrsabhanu-nandini Radhika. Second
She is Viyogini-Radhika, who is always in a separation mood and
absorbed in citrajalpa, prajalpa, divyonmada, and other such bhavas
of separation. And in Kuruksetra She is Samyogini-Radha.

“Samyogini-Radhika is meeting with Krsna, but there is no
happiness because all the sweet stimuli of Vrndavana are missing.
Kuruksetra is filled with many outside elements that are contrary
to vraja-prema. Therefore, Radhika situates Krsna on the chariot of
Her mind and, along with all the other gopis, brings Sri Krsna back
to Vrndavana. This is the meaning of Ratha-yatra, and these are the
moods Mahaprabhu relished in Jagannatha Puri.”
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Kuala Lumpur

sfe April 17, 2007 %
Darsana

Brajanath dasa: He took harinama initiation from an ISKCON guru,
and he wants to take diksa from you tomorrow.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is best that he first hears my
classes and examines whether or not [ am a qualified guru. If I am
not qualified, he should reject me as guru; and if I am qualified, then
he may take initiation.

This examination period is required because a devotee has to
give his entire life to his guru. If the guru is not qualified and thus
falls down, the disciple becomes hopeless. It is therefore a rule and
regulation in our guru-parampara to test the guru first. The guru
should examine the disciple, and the disciple should also examine
the guru in order to insure that he is accepting a guru who will never

fall down.

Brajanath dasa: Mayapura-candra prabhu is from Bali. He is your
disciple. His wife does not accept his being a devotee, but his
children do. He wants to receive diksa and advance further in

bhakti. What should he do?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He should take diksa. He should
not spoil his life for a worldly wife and others, because they cannot
help him to attain the transcendental world. If his wife is not a
devotee and she tries to give some obstruction or problem, then
better he not stay with her. On the other hand, even if she does
not accept what he is doing, but she does not create any problems
for him, then he should take diksa and live with her. He will try to
change her, and if she comes to me, she may be changed.

Syamarani dasi: Caru-mukhi is a very good preacher. These are her
two friends, who want to take harinama from you tomorrow. Barbara
is a yoga teacher from Switzerland. She is also a German translator.
She hopes that when she understands the philosophy better, she can
help to translate your books.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Barbara] It is important for
you to know the meaning of yoga. One plus one becomes two. Yoga
means ‘plus.” One is our self, the soul, and the other is the Supreme
Lord Krsna. By the process of love and affection, both of them can
meet. The yoga of this world is only for exercise of the body; it is
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not for awakening the soul. It is best to learn how your soul will be
happy, and how you can very quickly develop attachment to Krsna
in love and affection.

Barbara: That is why I am here.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Lata] Where are you from?
Lata: Malaysia.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Have you received initiation?
Lata: Not yet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why are you late? Don’t wait.
Don’t waste your time. One day you will have to become old and
leave this body. What you are collecting cannot go with you to your
next body — not even a farthing. Your relatives will weep, but they
cannot go with you. Better that you realize yourself and Krsna, and
in that way be happy in this world.

Syamarani dasi: Vrajanatha prabhu wants to translate your books
into Tagalog, the Filipino native language. He asks for your blessings
to do that.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, he can try. I want all of
my books to be translated into all languages of the world, and they

should be distributed.

Bala dasa: Yasomati-nandana prabhu from England is a good devotee.
He is going out to the streets every day, preaching and distributing
flyers for your program.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good.

Mitravinda dasi: | received harinama and diksa initiation from
Srila Tamala Krsna Gosvami, but now he has passed away. We
have learned from the scriptures that we should take shelter of a
pure devotee. I want to take $iksa from you. Should I give up my
attachment to him?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Tamal Krsna Maharaja was my
friend. He used to honor me as his Siksa-guru. He used to come and
hear hari-katha from me - Brahma-samhita, Vilapa-kusumadjali,
Raga-vartma-candrika, and other books. But many ISKCON leaders
feared that if he would continue to come to me, then, “ISKCON
will be ruined and all will go to Narayana Maharaja.” He was bound
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by them not to come, but he was my friend. So you can come and I
will help you as a siksa-guru. You can think of me as your siksa-guru.

Mitravinda dasi: The scriptures say that there are qualifications to
be a diksa-guru. It seems that my guru is not of that standard.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They cannot give bhakti as [ give.
I can help you much more than any of the ISKCON leaders. That
is why Tamala Krsna Maharaja used to come to me and learn. You
can also hear the diksa-mantras from me. If you want to honor him
as diksa-guru, I have no objection. Treat him as your diksa-guru and
me as your Siksa-guru. Sometimes Siksa-guru is higher than diksa-
guru. So, don’t have any doubts.

Brajanath dasa: So she is not committing any offense to him?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, he will be glad.

Mitravinda dasi: This is my husband, I§vara Puri prabhu.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: From what country?

Brajanath dasa: From Philippines.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He has taken initiation from me?

Isvara Puri dasa: Not yet. Tomorrow. I took harinama and diksa from
Srila Tamala Krsna Maharaja.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ must help you. You will be
very happy by hearing the diksa-mantras from me with a siksa
relationship.

Brajanath dasa: They were both managing the ISKCON temple in
Cebu for many years. This is where Tamopaha prabhu is from.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Next year | may come to the
Philippines.

Vasanti dasi: Here is a picture from your new disciple from Bacolod,
a small island in the Philippines. She is six years old and you gave
her the name Rama (referring to both Radharani and Laksmi, the
eternal consort of Maha-Visnu). She drew this picture of Krsna and
Balarama for you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Give her my blessings.

Vasanti dasi: When we were at the airport parking lot in the
Philippines, just before our flight from Manilla to Malaysia, we
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facilitated your phone initiation for four of your new disciples. Here
are the pictures of the four devotees who were initiated. They are
very nice young men. We were running a little late, but when we
arrived in the airport terminal after the initiation we found out that
the plane was delayed by twenty minutes — so we didn’t miss it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [Referring to Syamarani dasi]
Always late.

Vasanti dasi: We had a mobile phone to talk to you. [showing photos]
These are the initiates from Manila.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By phone?

Vasanti dasi: Yes. This is a photo of them shaving their heads the
night before.

This photo shows your phone initiation in Bacolod. This one
shows your new devotees in Cebu. And this photo was taken in the

ISKCON temple.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They allowed Syamarani to speak?

Vasanti dast: They allowed her to speak one night, and at the end of
the evening they invited her for the following night. But later they
spoke to their temple manager who had not been at the program.
Then they said she couldn’t come back to speak.

Savitri dasi: After Malaysia I will go to preach in Hong Kong, then
to China, and then to the ladies’ asrama in Los Angeles. I would
like to give some classes on how to preach to new people and on
Vedanta-suitra.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Vedanta-siitra?

Savitri dast: Yes, Rasananda prabhu (now Sripada Sridhara Maharaja)
was training us how to do this.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who wrote Vedanta-siitra?
Savitri dasi: Vedavyisa, an incarnation of Krsna.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why?

Savitri dasi: He collected the essence of the Vedas and divided them
in four parts. He was not satisfied, though, so he put all the Vedas in
a siitra form so that everyone could memorize, and easily learn and
understand, all the Vedas.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Wonderful. Do you remember
any siitra from Vedanta-siitra?

Savitri dasi: Athato brahma jijiasa. [Meaning, “Now it is time to
inquire about the Absolute Truth.”]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: More?
Savitri dasi: Yasya atho...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ananda-mayo ‘bhyasat. [Meaning
“The Absolute is full with transcendental pleasure.”]

More? Janmady asya yatah. [Meaning, “From Him everything
emanates.”]

Savitri dasi: Yes. That is the second siitra.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good. You should try.
Vedanta-siitra is very, very hard.

Brajanath dasa: She is a lawyer.
Savitri dasi: [ want to be a lawyer of Lord Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Lalita and Visakha are lawyers of
Srimati Radhika, and they are extremely competent. If you want to
be like them, that is very good.

[ asked Giri Maharaja, “How can a person judge who is preaching
well?” He could not reply, so I replied that it is any person — sannydsi,
brahmacari, brahmacarini, or householder — who inspires many
people to be devotees, and inspires them to take harinama and diksa.

Also, those who are distributing books and preaching in such a
way that others will be inspired of their own accord to donate to my
big projects, like book publishing, our new temple in Navadvipa, and
preaching centers here and there. The preacher needs to inspire people
in such a way that the people themselves come forward to donate.

If a preacher cannot inspire anyone else to take harinama and
diksa, his preaching is not good. I want all of my disciples — whether
they are brahmacaris, householders, ladies, or sannyasis — to very
boldly preach everywhere what I have taught them.

Syamarani can speak better than any ISKCON leader. She can
defeat all their arguments and establish bhakti.

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: That is why after she spoke one
night at the ISKCON temple in Cebu, they would not let her come
back the following night.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They fear.

Suppose one takes harinama and diksa from a guru who later falls
down. Or, even if that guru does not fall down, he cannot remove the
doubts of his disciples and he has no realized experience of Krsna.
How can he give Krsna from his heart into others’ hearts?

If a man is nourishing a cow that after a while no longer gives
milk, what should he do? He should get another cow. He should
get a cow that has milk. In the same way, if a guru to whom we
are attached cannot give transcendental knowledge or realization,
cannot remove our doubts, and cannot give Krsna from his heart to
our hearts, how can he be a bona fide guru? If he is a Vaisnava and
you beg permission from him to go to a more qualified guru, he will
allow you to do so. If he is not a true Vaisnava, then he will not allow
you. He will say, “Don’t go. If you go, I will curse you.” Some persons
think, “My disciples are my property,” but the bona fide guru does
not think like this.

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: ISKCON’s philosophy is now similar
to the rtvik philosophy'. They are saying, “We do not have the highest
realization, but we are connecting you with Srila Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja Prabhupada. You will get all things from him.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If the rtvik system is bona fide,
then why did Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja take initiation
from his Gurudeva? And, why did his Gurudeva allow his
many sannyasi disciples to initiate? Why did Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura accept a guru who, being
illiterate, could not even sign his name, and who was blind?
Moreover, that blind personality rejected him two times, saying,
“I don’t know anything. You should go to another guru.” Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura replied, “If you do not initiate
me, | will fast until death.” At last Srila Gaura Kisora dasa Babaji
Maharaja initiated Prabhupada, who would later say with pride, “I
am his only disciple.”

Syamarani dasi: Vrajanatha prabhu from Cebu is thinking of
traveling to the other islands in the Philippines, like Manila and
Bacolod, to preach. He has so much experience with kirtana and
book distribution. Perhaps he can help the younger devotees there.
Do you like that idea?

1 See Endnote 1, at the end of this chapter.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, he should preach. He should
read my books more than he is doing at present. He should preach
on all topics according to what I have explained.

I$vara Puri dasa: Gurudeva, our indoctrination from ISKCON was
that the disciple is the property of the guru. But you just mentioned
that the disciple is not the guru’s property.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The disciple is not his property.
The guru tries to make the disciple a very qualified guru like himself,
so that very soon the disciple can attain krsna-prema and serve
Krsna.

Brajanath dasa: You often say that everyone is the property of Krsna,
and guru brings one to Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. Not his property, but Krsna’s
property — Krsna’s servant, or maidservant. The bona fide guru
thinks, “I must help this person. He should become qualified and
be engaged in Krsna’s direct service.” Moreover, there is a service
that is very mysterious, and that is radha-dasyam (personal service
to Srimati Radhika). To whom Krsna is pleased, He will engage as a
maidservant of Srimati Radhika.

Brajanath dasa: You have also said that guru becomes very happy
when any of his disciples becomes more advanced by receiving
guidance from others.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. He will not be envious.

Vasanti dasi: Gurudeva, does baby Krsna wear a peacock feather? We
see in pictures that He wears a peacock feather, but in Venu-gita it is
stated that once, when the peacocks were dancing for Krsna, one of
the peacocks offered Him his peacock feather and Krsna placed it
on His own head, and since then He began to wear it always.?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He wears a peacock feather
both when He is a baby and a youth. In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
it has been clearly written that He is actually always in kiSora age
(a teenage youth of about 14 years old). From kisora, He expands to
be a baby or any other age. In His original feature He never becomes
older or younger than kisora.

2 See Endnote 2, at the end of this chapter.
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Barbara: In your books you write that we should not only read books,
but realize them. What is the symptom of someone who has realized
what is in the book?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: An example of a realized soul
is Sri Narada Rsi. He is easily able to say to a person, “May krsna-
prema come to you,” and krsna-prema will immediately manifest in
that person’s heart. That person will then dance, weep, and sing in
spiritual ecstasy. A kanistha-adhikari will take the aspiring devotee
to a madhyama or uttama-adhikari guru.

Brajanath dasa: Gauraraja is on the phone.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [on the phone] Hare Krsna. Oh,
my heartly blessings to you, your wife, and your children. Perhaps
you have forgotten me. | remember you whenever I see the very fine
clothing of Thakuraji, but I see that you have forgotten me. Don’t
forget me. Try to make some time to meet with me. After this tour
I will come back to Malaysia, so you must surely meet with me.

Brajanath dasa: Padma’s mother is on the phone. She is in the
hospital. She had a heart attack.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [on the phone] Hare Krsna. My
heartly blessings to you. Always remember Krsna. Krsna will help
you, and you will be happy. Whatever suffering or happiness comes,

always remember Krsna.
Thank you all.

s April 19, 2007 ¥
Airport DarSana

Rama-tulasi dasa: Is Ekadasi-devi Srimati Radhika?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ekadasi is not Radhika, but she
may be considered a manifestation of Radhika. Krsna has personally
become Ekadasi. Since Ekadasi and Krsna are the same, and Radha
and Krsna are the same, it can be said that Ekadasi is a manifestation
of Radhika.

Srimati Radhika, who is the personification of hladini-sakti
(Krsna’s supreme pleasure potency), is more than Ekadasi. In Goloka
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Vrndavana there is no observance of Ekadasi. Ekadasi is only for
those practicing sadhana (devotional practices) in this material
world? There, in Goloka Vrndavana, Srimati Radhika is the supreme
power of Krsna, so there are differences between Her and Ekadasi.

Rama-tulasi dasa: There is a story that when Krsna was sleeping in
a cave, the Mura demon came to kill Him. At that time, a Sakti
(power) came out from Krsna’s body in the form of a devi (goddess)
with many arms and killed that demon.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | think you are referring to
Srimad-Bhagavatam’s narration of the demon Kalayavana. When
Kalayavana was chasing Krsna, Krsna entered a cave where
Maharaja Mucukunda was sleeping.

Mucukunda had previously gone to heaven to fight against
the demons on behalf of the demigods. After he had helped the
demigods win the battle, their commander-in-chief, Kartikeya, told
him, “We want to give you a benediction, so please ask for one.”

Mucukunda said, “I am very tired. [ want to sleep, and [ want the
benediction that anyone who awakens me will at once be burned to
ashes.” He received that benediction by the blessing of Kartikeya.

Kalayavana also had a benediction that he would not be killed by
anyone in the Yadu dynasty, and Krsna knew this fact. As He was
being chased by Kalayavana, Krsna saw Mucukunda sleeping in the
cave, so He hid Himself there. Following Krsna, Kalayavana entered
the cave and, thinking Mucukunda to be Krsna, said to him, “Now You
are sleeping? Do not think I will let You go.” He kicked Mucukunda,
who awoke, looked towards him, and thus burned him to ashes. No
Sakti came out from Krsna’s body.

Rama-tulasi dasa: There is a book about Ekadasi that was written
by Krsna-Balarama Svami. In that book there is a description of a
manifestation of that devi. It states that when Krsna woke up, He
saw her with multiple hands.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That book is not authentic. Krsna-
Balarama Svami does not follow his own guru, Srila Bhaktivedanta

3 One might argue that Nanda Maharija followed Ekadasi, and he is a resident
of Goloka Vrndavana. Actually, Nanda Maharaja follows Ekadasi only in prakata-
Vrndavana, Vrndavana as it is manifested in this world, which is sadhana-bhiimi, the
world of devotional practice. And he did so only for the purpose of teaching others.
(Sripada Madhava Maharaja)
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Svami Maharaja. He thinks, “I was born as a brahmana and my
gurudeva was not; so I am greater than him.” He came to me, but I
refused to meet with him. I told him, “You don’t have any faith in
your gurudeva or guru-parampara. Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami
was not born in a brahmana family, but he is equal to Srila Rapa
Gosvami, Srila Sanatana Gosvami, Srila Raghunatha Bhatta
Gosvami, Srila Jiva Gosvami, and Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami.
Srila Narottama dasa Thakura was not a brahmana by birth, but he
was more qualified than any brahmana.” Krsna-Balarama Svami’s
thoughts are very bad. It is best not to read his book.

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: In that Ekadasi book he collected
many stories from different Puranas for each Ekadasi.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We also have a collection of such
histories, but not in English. Ours is in Bengali, but we can translate
it into English. That translation will be authoritative.

Syamarani dasi: Srila Gurudeva, this is your new daughter, Vrajarani,
and this is her seven-month-old baby, Bhisma. When Bhisma was
6 months old, he could not have a grain ceremony (anna-prasana)
with you because his mother was not in the same place as you. She
wants to know if Bhisma can at least have part of that ceremony
with your presence, wherein he indicates his future activities.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Bring him here.

[According to Vedic culture, it is customary to place in front of
a six-month-old child both coins and books in order to get some
indication of his future tendencies. On one side there are coins
(indicating future wealth) and on the other side a scripture
(indicating future devotional scholarship), and sometimes a weapon
(indicating a future king or warrior). At this time the child also
receives his first grains.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No knife?

[Bhisma chose the ring, at which moment Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharija immediately tapped him on the head with the Siva-tattva
book (representing scripture).]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He will be a rich person.

Vrajarani dasi: Srila Gurudeva, I have a question. Even though
Bhisma will become rich, will he also become a good devotee?
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [Again tapping him on the head
with the Siva-tattva book] Oh, yes. That is why I tapped him.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja was then handed some cake
prasadam, and put a little piece into the baby’s mouth to enact the
baby’s grain ceremony.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Syamarani dasi] One
thing: Regarding the information I told you in confidence about
the pictures in order that you could paint them — you disclosed
those ideas to others. That is not good. Those truths should not be
disclosed.

Syamarani dast: Yes, [ made a big mistake. I will not do that anymore.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I think you record all my words;
but these particular words should not be disclosed to others.

Syamarani dast: [ will be very careful from now on.

Gurudeva, this is the wife of your disciple Vijaya prabhu. For
her entire life up to now, she has been worshiping Durga-devi. Last
night, we showed her your translation and commentary of Brahma-
samhita, which explains the relationship between Durga and
Radha and Krsna. She read it. She wants to know how to cut her
relationship with Durga, so that she can worship Radha and Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should know who Durga-
devi is. Durga-devi is a shadow of Srimati Radhika. Radhika is
likened to the soul, and Durga-devi, Kali, is likened to the body.
If a reality is not present, there can be no shadow of that reality.
Similarly, without Radhika, there would be no existence of Kali.

In order to give mere worldly benedictions, Srimati Radhika
manifests as Durga in this world. This world is a durga, which means
‘fort; it is a jail.* As protector and destroyer of this world, Durga-
devi can give you wealth, reputation, and other worldly benefits,
but she cannot give krsna-prema, liberation, or anything spiritual.
Only Radhika and Her direct manifestations, like Visakha and
Lalita, can do so.

Durga-devi is not present in Goloka Vrndavana. She is only
manifest in this world, whereas there is a manifestation of Srimati
Radhika named Yogamaya, who is in the spiritual domain and is
somewhat like Her. Whatever Durga-devi gives you will be gone

4 See Endnote 3, at the end of this chapter.
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after your death, so it is better for you to think of Radhika as the
reality and Her shadow as Durga. It will be better for you to take
initiation, just as your husband has taken, and thus worship Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna. Then, Durga will be very, very happy with you.

Sripada Padmanabha Maharaja: Sometimes disciples ask if they can
still keep a deity of Durga in their house.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They should be one-pointed. If
they cannot give up having Durga on their altars, they can offer
Durga the remnants of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s caranamrta (remnant
water from the bathing of the Deities). Otherwise, they will be
cheated.

Krsna-priya dast: Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura says in Jaiva-dharma
that we should only take prasadam that has been offered to Radha
and Krsna. He says that the foodstuffs offered to the demigods are
not truly prasadam. What is the nature of the foodstuffs we get
when we go to the temples of the demigods? What do we call that?
Can we eat it?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We do not eat the remnants
of Kali, Durga, Sankara (Lord Siva), or their manifestations. If
bhoga (unoffered foodstuffs) is first offered to Krsna or Visnu, and
Their prasadam is then offered to the demigods, we can accept
that. For example, in Bhuvanesvara, the bhoga is first offered to
Ananta Vasudeva (a form of Krsna), and His prasadam is offered to
Bhuvanesvara Linga-raja (Lord Siva). We can accept that prasadam.
We offer obeisances to Sankara, and if a devotee gives the prasadam
remnants of Krsna to Sankara, we will accept that; otherwise not.’
In any case, we will not accept ashes in imitation of Sankara,$ or
other customs accepted by his followers. If someone does not wear
tilaka and kanthi-mala (tulasi neck-beads), then the messengers
of Yamaraja, the god of death, will consider, “This person is not
a devotee of Krsna.” They will take that person to Yamaraja for
punishment. So, try to wear tilaka and kanthi-mala.

Rama-tulasi dasa: Regarding a devotee of Sri Krsna and a non-
devotee, what happens to the soul after someone dies?

5 See Endnote 4, at the end of this chapter.

6 Sankara smears his body with ashes in order to show the world the destination of
bodies — at death their bodies are burned and turn to ashes.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If one is not a proper devotee,
then according to his activities he will have to go to heaven or
hell. According to his karma he may take birth anywhere, as a dog,
donkey, monkey, or any other species.

Rama-tulasi dasa: Does this take place immediately, as soon as the
soul leaves the body? Or, does it take some time?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It depends on what the person
has done.

Rama-tulasi dasa: My wife passed away on January 5th of this year.

Where did she go?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: She was a devotee, and you and
her children are devotees. She was always chanting the holy name,
so she has taken birth in a rich devotee family. There she will easily
obtain a guru again, and she will continue her bhajana.

Krsna is more merciful than Nariayana, Visnu, and other
incarnations. There is no one more merciful than Krsna. Even Lord
Ramacandra could not give as much honor to ladies as Krsna did.
Krsna gave Himself to Srimati Radhika and the gops.

Sixteen thousand princesses, the very beautiful daughters of
kings, had been imprisoned in the jail of Narakasura, and they
always remembered Krsna there. Krsna came and killed Narakasura,
released the princesses, and then told them, “You can now go
wherever you want — to your husbands, mothers, and fathers.” They
replied, “We cannot go anywhere. We want to be the maidservants of
Rukmini and Satyabhama in Your palace. We will sweep there, and
perform all other menial services.” Krsna said, “No. [ will accept you
as My queens, just as I have accepted Rukmini and Satyabhama.” He
married all of them and took them to Dvaraka, and there He gave
each of them a palace.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja was then called to go to his gate
for boarding his plane.]

ENDNOTES

1A rwik is a priest who performs a yajfia (fire sacrifice) for the
fulfillment of worldly desires (karma-kanda) on behalf of someone else.

After the departure of Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja,
some of his followers have propounded the idea that anyone can still
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become the direct, initiated disciple of Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami
Maharaja by taking initiation from any of his disciples, who solely
act as a ‘rtvik’ intermediate. Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja strongly refuted this idea on many occasions. In a lecture
spoken in Russia on July 19, 2001, Srila Maharaja explained:

Those who think, “There is no need to accept a guru as a
mediator because we can chant the holy name, we can read
books, and we can do arcana and sadhana simply by the rtvik
system,” are not within the guru-parampara. They deceive
others. They are actually cheaters; not bhaktas. Nowhere in
the sastra is it written that a rtvik can ever give bhakti. [There
are nineteen places in Prabhupada’s books where the word
rtvik is used, and in all cases the word only refers to a priest
officiating or performing a fire sacrifice. Even when the word
used is rtvik-acarya, it is still defined as a priest performing a
fire sacrifice for a secular gain.] This can never be the case.

... These rtviks have no faith in Krsna, no faith in bhakti,
and no faith in scriptures like the Vedas, Upanisads, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and Caitanya-caritamrta. They also have no
faith in the guru-parampara, and that is why they cannot give
bhakti.

This word rt has come from the word Rg-Veda. Those who
know all Vedas, including the Rg, Sama, Yajur, and Atharva
Veda, all the Upanisads, and all the Puranas, are actually rtvik.
I think, however, that these modern rtviks don’t even know
the ABC'’s of the Vedas. They say that in this world there are
no pure devotees, and therefore there are no pure devotees to
initiate anyone. This idea is very, very wrong and it against
the principles of bhakti. The rtik proponents saw that the
devotees in their society were quarreling amongst themselves,
and that there was no suddha-bhakta there. Then, mistaking
that those who quarreled were in the guru-parampara, the
rtviks became opposed to the actual guru-parampara.

Beware of this rtvik system. Without a self-realized guru
you cannot achieve bhakti in thousands of births. This is an
established truth. This is siddhanta. You should therefore
accept a sad-guru, serve him, and try to follow his instructions.
Then you can develop your Krsna consciousness and all of your
anarthas will disappear. Otherwise, it will never be possible for
pure bhakti to come and touch your heart and senses.
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... Real rtviks know all sastras, and all of them have gurus.
A rtvik cannot be a rtvik without accepting a real guru.
All rtviks, like Vasistha Rsi, are very high-class devotees.
Visvamitra, Gautama, and even Vyasadeva are rtviks, but they
have all accepted the guru-parampara. They all believe that
there are always self-realized gurus in the world. Nowadays,
therefore, those who call themselves rtviks are all cheaters,
and we should beware of them.

Later on that year, on December 12, 2001, Srila Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja further discussed this in a lecture
given in Germany:

Many say that Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja was a
follower of the rtvik system, but this statement is quite false.
Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja accepted the guru-
parampara, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Sri Nityananda Prabhu,
and the goal of life as shown by Srila Ripa Gosvami, Srila
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami, the Gita and the Bhagavatam.
Since Srila Svami Maharaja accepted these principles, how
can anyone say he accepted the rtvik system? Nowhere in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, Gitd, or any other scriptures is it stated
that the rtwik system has anything to do with the guru-
parampara and bhakti. It has no connection with bhakti at
all. The rtvik system is only employed for the performance of
a fire sacrifice, for the fulfillment of worldly desires (karma-
kanda). It is totally irrelevant to our bhakti, to Srimad-
Bhagavatam, to the Gita, and to our guru-parampara. Srila
Riapa Gosvami never mentioned anything about the rtvik
system in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Ujjvala-nilamani, or in
his other books. Srila Sanatana Gosvami has written so many
books, but he has never discussed the rtviks.

2 An excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s Bhakti-
rasayana, Chapter Two:

Krsna saw Girirdja Govardhana resplendent with creepers,
blooming flowers, and ripe fruits. The breeze was blowing very
gently, seemingly unable to carry the full weight of the flowers’
fragrance. Seeing this natural splendor, the desire for enjoyment
arose in Krsna, and He played the flute very softly. Hearing this
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deep vibration, the peacocks went mad, dancing in rhythm with
their tail-feathers fully spread out. At that time, all of the animals,
birds, and insects of Vrndavana congregated in the meadows of
Govardhana to witness the performance.

One of the peacocks thought, “Krsna is playing such a beautiful
melody on His flute and dancing in such a way that we are feeling
great happiness, but I have nothing to offer Him in return. [ have no
golden necklace around my neck, or any valuable ornaments.

“l am simply an animal, but the feathers of my tail are very
valuable. There is nothing in this world which can compare to their
beauty, and upon seeing them everyone becomes pleased. These
seven-colored feathers are so attractive, so is there any reason I
shouldn’t offer Him one feather?” He therefore left behind one of
his feathers.

Seeing this, Krsna thought, “That peacock is very loving; he has
fully appreciated My flute-playing and has offered Me one of his
valuable feathers. There is nothing artificial in this offering.”

Lifting up the feather and placing it on His head, Krsna thought,
“Just as the flute is dear to Me, this peacock feather has now become
dear to Me. While walking, resting, dreaming, standing, or sitting,
I will never abandon it. Wherever I may go in Vraja, I will never
abandon the flute or this peacock feather.” This is the origin of the
peacock feather becoming Krsna’s most celebrated ornament.

3 “Durga is the superintendent of police of this universe. Durga
[a Sanskrit word] means ‘fort.” Ga means ‘going,” and dur means
‘difficulty.” So, that realm where you cannot go anywhere unless
you accept so many difficulties — that is called durga, or fort. This
universe, this material world, is just like a durga. You cannot escape.
Conditioned souls cannot escape. It is very difficult. Daivi hy esa
guna-mayl mama maya duratyaya”* (Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami
Maharaja, Bhagavad-gita 7.14, purport).

“There are rules and regulations in this world’s government, just
as with an immigration department or security department. These
rules are simply reflections of the original function of the supreme
government. This world is just like a prison house. You cannot
escape so easily.

“... The original superintendent is Durga. Durga is the protector
of this durgd, from where you cannot escape. She is also a servant of

100



Kuala Lumpur

Krsna. This Durga is fear personified, but still she cannot disobey
Krsna’s order”* (Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja, Lecture of

October, 1974).

4 “Lord Visnu should be offered everything, and His prasada should
be distributed to all the demigods. This practice is still followed in the
temple of Jagannatha at Puri. There are many temples of demigods
around the main temple of Jagannatha, and the prasada which is
offered first to Jagannatha is distributed to all the demigods. The
deity of Bhagalin is worshiped with the prasada of Visnu, and also,
in the famous Lord Siva temple of Bhuvanesvara, the prasada of
Lord Visnu or Lord Jagannatha is offered to the deity of Lord Siva”*
(Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharija. Srimad—Bhdgavatam 4.7.55,
purport).
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Los Angeles

s« May 18, 2007 %
Airport DarSana

Anita dasi: Srila Gurudeva, today I'm going to visit my material
family.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Where?

Anita dasi: In Denver. Can you help me realize that you are my

father, and my mother, and my everything?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Go and meet with them, and
again come to me.

Anita dasi: | want to see you in Houston.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And then in Badger as well.

Anita dast: Srila Gurudeva, Syamarani didi wanted me to ask you
this: If we have Gaura-Nitai Deities and we are performing mangala-
arati, is it okay to think of the Deity of Nityinanda as Ananga
Mafijari and Mahaprabhu as Radha and Krsna?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Where there are Deities and
you are doing Their arcana, you should think of Them as Gaura-
Nityananda. Because you are engaged in arcana-marga, you should
think first about whatever Deity is present.

Anita dasi: But your gurudeva’s mangala-arati song is for Radha and
Krsna.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Mahaprabhu can be with Radha-
Krsna, but Nityananda Prabhu cannot.

Anita dasi: So, it’s okay to sing this mangala-arati song as worship
of Gaura-Nitai?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We should meditate upon what
has been told in the arati-kirtana.

Anita dasi: Are you saying that there should be a separate arati song
for Gaura-Nitai?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Separate.

Anita dasi: If there are Radha-Krsna Deities and Gaura-Nitai
Deities on the same altar, but somewhat separated, which arati song
would we sing in the morning?
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Sripada Madhava Maharaja: There should be one altar with a
dividing structure of any material. First sing to Gaura-Nitai (Udilo
aruna) and then to Radha-Krsna (Mangala Sri Guru-Gaura). If you
only have time to sing one song, then you can sing Mangala Sri
Guru-Gaura and meditate on Nityananda Prabhu as akhanda-guru-
tattva (the complete, undivided, original guru).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Krsna-mayi dast, who is a
teacher in a public school] You have trained your students very well.

Krsna-mayi dasi: You have trained them very well.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are small, small children,
yet they know Krsna.

Sri Vrnda dasi: They have two good teachers; you and Krsna-mayi.

Krsna-mayi dasi: They naturally love you so much, and they love to
hear about Krsna’s pastimes. It is so beautiful.

Anita dasi: I visited the school, Gurudeva. They know so many
stories of Gopala — more than I do.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Are there any questions?

Malini dasi: How can I stay one-pointed in bhakti when [ am at
school? What are the things I should do?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Do some chanting and
remembering, reading books, and studying. Become qualified to
preach my mission.

Sri Vrnda dasi: [ have a question, Gurudeva. When you are giving
class, as you sit on the vyasasana looking at all of us, sometimes you
look stern and sometimes you are smiling. What are you doing with
us through your eyes?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By my eyes [ am giving you krsna-
bhakti. Guru does this in order to impregnate your heart with bhakti.
Sri Vrnda dasi: Sometimes when you are looking at us, it’s like,
“Whoa!” Sometimes I don’t know where to look. Should I keep looking
at you even though [making a gasping sound as if overwhelmed]? Keep
looking? Where else to look, right?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is why a living diksa-guru,
or Siksa-guru, is needed. Without guru, one cannot advance. Some
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gurus put their hand on the disciples’ head and say, “May you go to
Goloka Vrndavana.” Narada, for example, can do this. A madhyama-
adhikari cannot do this. He can inspire by his hari-katha. Regarding
a kanistha-adhikari, he will take that devotee to a sad-guru (self-
realized guru).

Anita dast: Srila Gurudeva, Mahaprabhu met with so many of
His associates outside of Navadvipa. In nitya-lila He is always in
Navadvipa. How do we think that Riipa Gosvami, Raghuniatha dasa
Gosvami, and other associates are with Mahaprabhu in aprakata-
lila [in Navadvipa in Goloka Vrndavanal, if they were not living in
Navadvipa when He was here in prakata-lila (His manifest pastimes
in this material world)?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are certainly present
there. You should see that although Sri Riipa-Sanatana, Bhatta
Raghunitha, Sri Jiva, Gopala-bhatta, dasa Raghunatha, and Svariipa
Damodara and Raya Ramananda are not in Navadvipa with Him
outwardly [they were with Him in other places], they are with Him
outwardly in aprakata Goloka Svetadvipa (Navadvipa in Goloka).

Rsabhadeva dasa: Srila Gurudeva, in Los Angeles, Prema-prayojana
prabhu is preaching to the academic and yoga communities. Can
householder devotees also go to hear from him?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It depends on them. He is
writing, or perhaps any of his followers are writing, that he is the
sole authority on bhakti. I never say that I am the authority, and
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has not told this.

He is not the authority. Is it that he is the authority because he
was a sannydsi and now he is a householder? What can anybody
learn from him if he has personally deviated? [ want to correct him
and take him back to sannyasa. What I told in my class was only for
him. Everything I told about Puriirava and the prostitute was only
for him.

Sri Vrnda dast: I thought it was for me.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In Srimad-Bhagavatam, Purtrava
lamented, “Oh, this Urvasi has cheated me. She has taken my
paramartha (transcendental) krsna-bhakti. 1 should leave her.”
He thus gave her up, came to this world, and began to chant and
remember Krsna.
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Rsabhadeva dasa: Is there benefit for beginners, like persons in
the academic or yoga communities, to hear from him? He is also
directing people to you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I call him only to attract him to
come, and to give up that lady and come to me. I am giving him a
chance.

Savitri dasi: Guru Maharaja, yesterday an opportunity came for us
to put articles about bhakti-yoga in one of the biggest magazines in
L.A.; two yoga magazines and one big website where so many people
can read these bhakti-yoga articles that contain your hari-katha.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good.

Sri Vrnda dasi: Gurudeva, in the story of the king and Urvasi, you
say that Urvasi cheated the king. Isn’t it that he cheated himself by
his own desire?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is why he was saying,
“I lost my heart and gave it to Urvasi. Her beauty and loving affairs
attracted me, and in this way she cheated me. I have deviated from
Krsna.” Then he left her.

So, by chance one may have given up sannyasa and become
entangled with a lady — or vice-versa any lady may be entangled
with a male person — and then they realize, “What have | done?!”
Repenting for this, they can again come to the proper path.

Sri Vrnda dasi: Well, Gurudeva, you were a good surprise here in
Los Angeles. I was accepting that, “Oh, Gurudeva is not coming to
Los Angeles. I have to wait to go to see him in Badger.” I wasn’t even
dreaming that you were going to come, but you’re a dream come
true! And I wasn’t even dreaming!

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I thought that I must come to
L.A., even for one or two days. So I changed my ticket.

Caru-candrika dasi: Gurudeva, my name is Caru-candrika. I am
working hard with Govinda Mohini to have an asrama for the ladies
here in L.A. In that way we can preach, and have a space for other
ladies to come and be strong and preach your mission. So please
bless us...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If any lady desires, she can stay
there in the temple — we have some room with Syamala.
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Savitri dasi: Guru Maharaja, they already have an dasrama, in Venice.
They are running it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh. You are doing well? You are
distributing books? How many of you are there?

Caru-candrika dasi: Two for now.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Two only? There should be more
than three.
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s« May 23, 2007 %
Darsana

Devotee: Do you have any instructions for the devotees in Washington?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Preach my mission, engage in
book distribution, inspire new devotees, and collect and inspire new
people to become devotees. You can preach from Jaiva-dharma or
any other book. Those who are qualified can preach in this way.

Brajanath dasa: [Reading an email] “We are vegetarian. Sometimes
we are working and we have to eat in restaurants. Is it okay to take
food from the restaurants that serve meat? Or, should we avoid this
all together?”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To all the devotees present]

What do you think?
Devotees: Avoid.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, avoid. Very good. If devotees
go anywhere outside, they can bring something with them from
home, as we do. We buy and cook.

Rama dast: | heard from Vrajendra-nandana prabhu that Badger is
going to be a big society under your guidance. If we want to focus our
attention on Badger, then why should we make a school in Alachua?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If you can prepare good teachers
like Vrajendra-nandana and others — there are five teachers in
Badger — you can make a good school in Alachua. Why not? Some-
thing is necessary.

Divya dasi: My daughter Rasika wants to become a teacher. She is
already in college. Perhaps she can be a teacher and start a school in
Alachua. Do you think that this is a good idea?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, I thought that she would
become a brahmacarini and preach my mission.

Divya dast: [ tell her to do that.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Please help her so that she can
preach.

Divya dast: You can tell her. Tell her.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: My wish is that my girls become
very expert in preaching, as at the time of Srila Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja. At that time young ladies were preaching in
so many places. One of them was Syamarani, also Vrndavana-
vilasini, and so many others. I want all of my lady disciples to be
like Syamarani, preaching here and there. This is bhakti. Do as our
entire guru-parampara has done; then your life will be successful.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has told us, “Janma sarthaka kari’
kara para-upakara — One should make his own life successful,
and work for the benefit of all other people.” At first you'll need
to know all tattvas: visnu-tattva, jiva-tattva, maya-tattva, and all
others. Mahaprabhu has also said: “Guru haya tara sarva-desa — Be
qualified to be like a guru, and preach everywhere, ‘Hare krsna hare
krsna krsna krsna hare hare [ hare rama hare rama rama rama hare
hare.”” Don’t take eggs, fish, meat, or wine, and avoid gambling and
smoking. Remember Krsna and chant His name. Money can never
save anyone. Rather, it gives trouble. So do something to easily
maintain your life, and use the rest of the time to preach.

Krsna-vallabha dasi: You are saying to become like guru before
preaching. But we may not become like guru in this life, so then
no preaching happens. How to reconcile this? Although we are not
qualified, we want to inspire others to come to bhakti.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | want to make you all guru. Try
to be guru. Not initiating, but preaching is also within guru-tattva.
First, be of good character, very pure. With a strong character, you
can teach and all can hear; otherwise not. “Avaisnava-mukhodgirnam
puitamn hari-kathamyrtam — We should not hear hari-katha from the
mouths of those that are not pure Vaisnavas, who are not under the
guidance of guru, following and obeying him.”

Aniruddha dasa: We do not have mangala-arati in our Alachua sanga,
so I go daily to the ISKCON temple for mangala-arati. I understand
from Prabhupada’s books that mangala-arati is very important. But
I have heard from some of your preachers that doing mangala-arati
and worshiping Deities is for kanisthas. Is this true?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | attend. Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura attended and would personally
ring the bell. Raghunatha dasa Gosvami worshipped govardhana-
sila. Those who say that mangala-arati and Thakuraji worship are
only for kanistha-adhikaris are themselves kanistha-adhikaris.
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Mukunda dasa: We all perform mangala-arati at our homes. What
Aniruddha prabhu is trying to say is that we don’t have a building
yet, so we can’t come together and perform mangala-arati together.
He wants that we have a place where we can all come together.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You must arrange a place. First
you can rent a house, and then you can get a bigger center where
Deities and all temple paraphernalia can be situated. There you can
meet and perform arati and all other functions.

Isa dasa: It is okay to go to ISKCON until we get our own place?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If it is favorable. If it is not
favorable, if those in the ISKCON temple criticize me or any pure
Vaisnava, then it is better not to go.

Krsna-vallabha dasi: ISKCON is a large temple with a lot of devotees.
Only a few people criticize.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When we will have our center,
all should come there.

Ganga-Narayana dasa: When we have bhajanas in our sanga, only a
very small amount of time is spent chanting the maha-mantra. Your
devotees chant maha-mantra only for a few minutes, at the end.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Whenever we meet together,
hari-katha should be performed. You can chant maha-mantra as
much as you like in your house. You can personally chant and sing
mahda-mantra anywhere. Regarding the sanga meetings, some maha-
mantra and pafica-tattva-mantra should be there at the beginning
and at the end, as we do.

Isa dasa: Vrnda didi says that when we have a center in Alachua,
you will come every year.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: First make it.

s« May 23, 2007 %
Radio Interview

Radio Host: Just to introduce myself, I am beginning a radio program
here in Houston that is called “Yoga for Peace.” What we do is
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educate people on the vastness of yoga and the different paths that
one can take in order to reach peace. In this way, people don’t get
too stuck in the hatha or asana portion of yoga.! They will be able to
understand that there are other avenues to expand and reach peace.
This is what the program is about. We have interviewed Svamis
and other great souls who have come to town, and we play these
interviews on the radio so that people can learn.

I will start with an introduction and then I have a few questions
[ would like to ask.

There are several paths in yoga, and at some point I would like
to discuss them all on “Yoga for Peace Radio.” One of those paths is
called bhakti, or the path of devotion. We are fortunate to have His
Divine Grace Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja here to help
us better understand this yogic path of devotion. Maharaja is a great
Vaisnava saint who has circled the globe twenty-five times with this
simple message of love and devotion that has attracted the hearts
and souls of millions. At the age of eighty-seven, he is the most
revered and eldest of Vaisnava teachers to visit the Western world.
To date, he has written over fifty books, which have been translated
into several languages by his followers. For over half a century, Srila
Narayana Maharija has demonstrated and exemplified the pure life
of utter dedication and loving service. Namaste, Sri Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Maharaja.

To start, [ would like to congratulate you on your title of “Cultural
Ambassador of the City of Houston,” as bestowed by our Mayor to
you in the year 2004.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, thank you.
Radio Host: You’re quite welcome. So, to begin, I have a few questions.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: How did she know?

Visnu dasa: There was an article in the newspaper, and we sent
some information.

Radio Host: And I read it on the internet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They have also given me American
citizenship.

1 Hatha-yoga, or asana, is the third portion of the process of astanga-yoga. It is the
practice of adopting different bodily postures, in order to render the body supple so
that a person may perform prolonged meditation.
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Radio Host: Oh, wonderful! Then you’re welcome to come here any
time. The door is open.

Now, I have some basic questions for you. Why should people
practice yoga?!

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We see that everywhere in
this world — especially in China, Taiwan, and Japan, as well as in
other countries — people do physical exercises to keep their bodies
strong and durable. It may be that for some time their bodies can
remain like that. They may be strong, with no disease and with some
longevity, but one day they must become old, and where will their
yoga go at that time? They will no longer be able to do exercise. So,
for the time being we can exercise to protect our body from disease
and make it strong, but this is actually exercise, not yoga.

Nowadays, yoga is very famous everywhere. The word yoga has
come from the Indian Sanskrit language, and it means ‘adding two
things together.” What two things? Most people don’t know, but we
know, because we practice real yoga.

We are not this body. This body is only a bag of urine, blood,
stool, and other nasty things, and one day you will have to give it up.
But there is a soul in this body; soul means ‘you and me.” And there
is also a Supersoul, the Supreme Lord. We reside in the heart of the
body along with the Supersoul. By the practice of bhakti-yoga, one
will know, “I am spirit soul, part and parcel of the Supreme Lord.”
Then, by love and affection, one joins together with Him. Do you
understand?

Radio Host: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If you want to build a wall, you
lay brick after brick, and there must also be some cement. Similarly,
if we want to have a connection with the Supreme Lord, there must
be prema, pure love and affection. By love and affection we can be
with Krsna and serve Him. As a result of such service, this body,
which is a bag of stool and urine, will be gone forever. We will thus
realize our very beautiful soul, which is everlasting, with no birth,
old age, and death. Then, with our spiritual body, we will serve the
beautiful Supreme Lord. This is called yoga, and the effect of this
yoga is that we will no longer have to come to this world to become

old and die.

Radio Host: Very good. So the reason to practice yoga...
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But one thing: For the time
being, we should try to keep our body strong and well, and therefore
we should also accept these yoga exercises. At the same time, the
practice of bhakti-yoga is essential. Bhakti-yoga is real yoga.

Radio Host: In combination with the exercise?

Visnu dasa: Hatha-yoga is for maintaining the body, and bhakti is for
the soul, for spiritual advancement.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Hatha-yoga is only for the physical
body; we are not our bodies.

Radio Host: That leads me to the next question, which you may have
already answered in part. India has many bhakti-yoga practitioners.
Do you think that bhakti-yoga is a practical path for the West?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not only for Western countries,
but for the whole world. Wherever there are living souls, bhakti-
yoga is practical.

I’ve traveled the world about twenty-four times. In each and
every country I go, I preach bhakti-yoga and show people by my own
example how to practice it. Thousands upon thousands of persons
are accepting the teachings of bhakti, and they are now very happy —
very happy.

Radio Host: So, it is universal.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Millions of devotees follow me
and practice practical bhakti-yoga.

Radio Host: Can Christians follow the bhakti path and still practice
their religion?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. Actually, Jesus Christ’s
teaching is very good, and it comes in the category of bhakti-
yoga. But nowadays we see that Christians are not following those
teachings. In the practice of bhakti-yoga, pure food is required. We
should not take meat, eggs, and wine, and we should not engage
in smoking. If we engage in these sinful activities while trying to
practice bhakti-yoga, that will not be favorable; we will not be able
to perform bhakti-yoga.

But they do not follow this. If they would avoid meat, eggs,
smoking, and drinking wine — and at the same time think of the
Supreme Lord, who has a transcendental form, who is very beautiful
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and merciful, and who is seen by bhakti-yoga — then they can
practice successfully.

M-E-A-T means ‘me eat.” You will be eaten by those whom you
are eating; so don’t eat meat. A child in the womb is called an egg. If
you eat eggs, you are doing so against the will of the Supreme Lord.
He has not created these beings to be eaten. For your eating He
has created milk, sugar, ghee, so many fruits, vegetables, curd, and
unlimited other edibles.

Radio Host: How do you feel about the poor treatment of cows in
this country in order to extract their milk? Do you feel that such
milk is still pure?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is a very wrong thing. It is
cruelty. The Supreme Lord will surely punish such cruel persons.
They will take birth as cows, and those cows will take birth as humans
and do the same thing to them. All activities have a reaction — good
or bad — so we should not do such things.

Radio Host: We should avoid the milk that is in the grocery stores?
[s that what you are saying?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is like meat. We should not
take it.

Radio Host: I very much agree. You have answered a lot of my
questions.

Brajanath dasa: Gurudeva, there are also cows that are treated well
and fed an organic diet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This is good. I have seen this in
Holland, millions of cows, very big cows. We can take the milk of
such cows.

Radio Host: Unless a person can go and see how the cows are treated
in this country and many other places, it is difficult to know. Their
saying it is organic does not mean that the cows are treated well. It
just means they are fed different food.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We have many cows in our
asrama (monastery). We give proper care and food to them. First
they give milk to their calves, and only then do we take their milk.

Radio Host: How can bhakti-yoga contribute to peace — personally
and globally?
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Bhakti-yoga is the transcendental
religion of all souls. It is natural for the soul to serve Krsna. Krsna
is the Supreme Lord. God is love, and love is God. Krsna is love
personified. If anyone serves Him, that person becomes fully
happy with pure love and affection. He is never unhappy, because
in the transcendental world there are no diseases or old age, and
no problem exists of any kind. There is only happiness, and more
happiness; that person will be eternally happy.

Bhakti-yoga is very easy to follow. The devotee prays, “O God,
You are extremely merciful. Please be merciful to me.” And he
chants the Lord’s names.

The names of the Supreme Lord are very powerful. In a moment
the Lord can create millions of universes, and again in a moment
He can destroy them, and then re-create them. He is causelessly
merciful. He has all good qualities. He has invested all His power, all
His mercy, and all His qualities in His names, and that is why His
names are so powerful. We chant and meditate upon His names:
“Hare kysna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare [ hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare.” Whatever language we speak, whether we live
in Western or Eastern countries, we can very easily chant and offer
respectful obeisances to Him. We can very easily become situated
in bhakti-yoga, and thus become liberated from this world and be
happy forever.

Radio Host: Can one chant Jesus’s name and have the same effect as
chanting Krsna’s name?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Jesus is not God, the Supreme
Lord. He is the son of God. The Father has a form, because in the
Bible, first chapter, it is written that God created man after His own
image. If God has no image, how can He create the human form,
or human image? God has form and so many qualities. All qualities
reside in Him.

Brajanath dasa: Other names can also be meditated upon?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What names do Christians have

for God?
Brajanath dasa: Jehovah, Yahweh.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The name Christ came when
the young Jesus went to our sacred places in India. In Vrndavana,
where we come from, he heard the name Krsna, the Supreme Lord,
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and saw His form. Then he went to South India, where the residents
pronounce Krsna as “Krushna.” From Krushna came Krista, and
from Krista came Christ. Christ is the same as Krsna, and therefore
you can chant the name Christ, or Jehovah, or whatever name you
wish.

Radio Host: Allah?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Allah refers to brahma. Allah
means ‘there is nothing greater than that,” and therefore He is
Allah, or brahma; He is the greatest. But one thing: we say that
God is Bhagavan (full with six opulences, namely wealth, fame,
knowledge, strength, beauty, and renunciation). Brahma has no
form or qualities. It is merely the effulgence of the nails of the Lord.
As the sunrays and light have no form, so brahma and Allah are like
the effulgence of Bhagavan. Bhagavan has form and all qualities,
and He is very merciful. You can also chant Allah or Huda, but you
will not gain much from that.

Radio Host: That is how peace can come globally — when everyone
realizes that it is all the same?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By this we can always be peaceful;
not quarreling and not slaughtering animals. Animals are also souls,
just as we are. By this awareness we can be happy.

Radio Host: That sounds good to me.
Another question: Do you believe that the bhakti practice has
contributed to your good health and longevity?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That may be. [ am always happy,
traveling the entire world, writing so many books, and preaching
bhakti-yoga everywhere. I have no worldly desires; | have given them
up forever. Actually, I have no home, but everywhere is my home.
I have no wife, but I have millions of daughters and sons.

Radio Host: Yes, a very loving family.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I don’t discriminate between
Hindu, Christian, and Buddhist. I know they are all souls within
their bodies; sons and daughters of God.

Radio Host: One more question: How can one find his true teacher?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is very rare — very rare — to
find such a teacher, or guru. There are some symptoms by which such
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a guru is recognized. He should know all the Vedic literature. He
should be so expert that he can remove the doubts of his disciples.
He should have realization of God, so that he can give God from his
heart to others’ hearts. Next, he should be detached from worldly
desires.

Such a guru is very rare. However, if you pray to God with a
clean and simple heart, “O God, You are merciful. Please arrange
that I can meet such a guru,” He will somehow mercifully arrange
that such a guru will come to your door and tell you everything for
your spiritual success.

Radio Host: So, the key is to be pure of heart in one’s desire. Very
good. Well, I don’t want to keep you very long. I've kept you a long
time already. I just want to go ahead and ask if you have a final
message to give to the listeners of the radio program.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If any person wants to be happy,
he must follow bhakti-yoga. Without chanting the name of the
Supreme Lord, one can never be happy; never, never. To chant the
name properly one should give up eating meat and eggs, drinking
wine, smoking, and other bad habits. He should not harm animals.
He should not give any pain to animals, or to any living entities.
Thus, he can become happy.

This is my final message. Also, I pray to the Lord that all should
be happy. Sarve sukhena bhavantu. All should be without disease.
[ also pray that you will personally be happy in your life, and that
you will realize God.

Radio Host: It seems you have taught your disciples very well,
because they can fill in your sentences for you [meaning that they
can provide English equivilents when Srila Maharaja says words in
his native tongue, Hindi, and appears not to know their English
translation].

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are very expert. | am now
eighty-seven years old. They have taken care of me in such a way
that [ can travel and write.

Radio Host: Are you going to continue to travel?
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yes, of course.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If I am a citizen in India, and
here also, I will have to come here.
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Radio Host: It has been a wonderful, wonderful pleasure meeting
you. Thank you so much. It has been a great honor to meet you.
I really appreciate this time that you’ve given me. It’s been wonderful,
and I hope this message can get out to others. Namaste.

Brajanath dasa: Many gurus come to the Western countries and say,

“I am God.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are totally foolish — idiot-
number-one. If they are God, why do they die? Why do they become
old? Why do they search after money? God can do anything by His
wish. Can they? They are cheating themselves and others.

God is: G — Generator of the whole world. O — Operator, and
D — Destroyer. That person is God. You are helpless. Those who say
“I am God” cannot do anything to help themselves. They are bound
to grow old and die. God has no disease, no old age, no death —
nothing like that at all.

e June 3, 2007 %
Copyright Darsana

[Generally, all the darsanas of Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
are clearly questions and answers and teachings. Here in this
“Copyright darsana,” the teaching is more in the darsana as a whole
than in the particular words of Srila Maharaja. His desires for the
protection of his copyrights is indicated here in this darsana, but his
detailed instructions in the matter can be found in the endnotes.]

Visvambhara dasa: Srila Gurudeva, everybody is assigning to you any
copyrights they may have.?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good.

Visvambhara dasa: We are recording this session, so that everyone in
the world will see that you own your books.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good. I will give my rights
to the committee — Gaudiya Vedanta Publications (GVP).

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Can you show Gurudeva where to sign?

2 See Endnotes 1 and 2, at the end of this chapter.
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Visvambhara dasa: Okay.
Victira, you can come.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Vicitri also?
Visvambhara dasa: She is signing.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Tirtha Maharaja also? What is
he doing?

Visvambhara dasa: He is helping with your translation of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, so he is assigning everything to you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Vrnda also?

Visvambhara dasa: Yes. At first, there are only nine. Tirtha Maharaja,
Syamarani didi, Santi didi, Prema-prayojana prabhu, Acyutananda...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Acyutananda also? Very wonderful
America.

Visvambhara dasa: It is the Coypright Act of 1959. It is the same in
India.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The writer of the book is the
authority, and he has the copyright.

Brajanath dasa: Those who have helped sign over their rights to him.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Thank you, Syamarani. You are
serving me in so many ways; sO many ways.

Syamarani dasi: | haven’t started serving you yet.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You don’t need my signature?
Visvambhara dasa: Yes, we will witness your signing.

Yamuna-prasada dasa: The editors assist until there is a pre-press
edition. Gurudeva approves it all, including the cover and pictures,
and all that gets copyrighted.

Visvambhara dasa: GVP doesn’t sign anything. Only the people who
are creating any aspect of the book need to sign. That is copyrighted,
and the final is published, reproduced, and distributed.

We will make copies of these papers and send them to the
lawyers, and then we will give everyone a copy.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And Prema-prayojana.
Do Radha-kanta and Sundara-gopala also need to sign?
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Visvambhara dasa: Radha-kanta, no. Sundara-gopala yes. Whoever
works on assisting you with the books needs to sign.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Pundarika?

Visvambhara dasa: Pundarika, yes, and Hari-priya and Prema-vilasa
prabhu.

Brajanath dasa: For Hindi, too, Gurudeva. Om Prakasa prabhu too.
Whoever has worked on your Hindi and English publications need
to sign.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Indian and America law is the
same’

Brajanath dasa: Yes, for international copyrights.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, my books are now international.
Visvambhara dasa: Universal, Gurudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You have all made them like that.

Visvambhara dasa: You have inspired us. You have given us intelligence,
energy, and everything. Otherwise we are useless; nothing.

s June 5, 2007 %
Darsana

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Loki, tomato, urad-dhal, and
certain other foodstuffs are to be strictly given up during purusottama-
vrata®. This system has been designed by scriptures. It is important to
take up renunciation and stop the desire to enjoy. Sense gratification
needs to be gradually given up.

At present, your tongue hankers for various tastes: “This is sweet,
this is salty, this is beautiful,” etc. Actually, it is your mind wanting
all this, not your atma (soul). Such hankering has no connection
with your atma, and for this reason it is good that you are slowly,
slowly, able to give up the desire for these things.

In ancient times, our kings gave up all sense gratification as
soon as they reached fifty years of age. They gave up all family

3 See Endnote 3, at the end of this chapter.
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life, and ate only tasteless fruits, roots, and leaves of the forest.
Sometimes they would chew leaves, and sometimes they would eat
dry chickpeas. In this way they would give up sense gratification and
practice renunciation from material things to the point that later
they would even give up these edibles and rely only on air. In fact,
they would finally give up even air and thus attain Parabrahma, the
Supreme Lord.

As long as you remain attached to material things, like “I would
like to eat some halva or rabri,” and you desire to enjoy material
things, you will not be able to perform suddha-bhakti, or pure
devotion. This is why our scriptures tell us to give up all these things.

[To an Indian devotee, in Hindi] Are you following purusottama-
vrata? No? Why not? Do you fear giving up tomatoes? You must
definitely observe purusottama-vrata. Meat, fish, onions, and garlic
should not be taken at all. If you eat these things, your consciousness
degrades to the mode of ignorance. Stay away from all these things.

The Lord’s devotion is performed by chanting His holy name. It
has been told in scriptures that if you are not chanting His names,
you will be born as a donkey, pig, sheep, and chicken in your next
lives; and nobody will be able to stop this on your behalf. You must
chant harinama.

[To a Western devotee] You should chant harinama — hare krsna
hare krsna. You will then be liberated from this miserable world and
never come back. It is very easy. You can chant in the day-time,
night-time, even while walking; and at the same time you should not
take eggs, meat, wine, and all such abominable things.

[To an Indian devotee, in Hindi] Now I will go to do some writing
(translation work). Be happy in bhakti. May the Supreme Lord’s
blessings be upon you.

Anita dasi: We are writing a report for a Houston newspaper and also
for the hari-katha newsletter. [regarding the Srimad-Bhagavatam
classes, given by Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, in Houston.
Following Vedic tradition, on the first day of Srila Maharaja’s hari-
katha, there was a procession around the temple, wherein the leader
of the procession carried Srimad-Bhagavatam on his head and
others, behind him, carried kalasas (waterpots) on their heads.] We
need to know the significance of the kalasas.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The Bhagavatam is going in
procession, and we are following. The kalasa contains water, mango
leaves, a swastika, and a coconut. These are all very auspicious
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items, so we accept them for the auspiciousness of this occasion.
Ladies wear beautiful garments and carry the kalasas on their heads.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: The kalasa is brought for any auspicious
ritual ceremony, to bring auspiciousness.

Arati dasi: Then, after the ceremony, the water is sprinkled over
everyone and the coconut is distributed to everyone as prasadam.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yes.

e June 8, 2007 ¥
Airport DarSana

Syamarani dasi: Gurudeva, when the devotees translated your katha
in Houston about the rdsa dance, they quoted you as saying that
Krsna showed that He was dancing with His own shadow — and that
nobody cares about one’s own shadow. So, Krsna was dancing with
the gopis, but He was not attached to them.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That was not the meaning. As
an ordinary boy plays with his shadow without attachment, in the
same way Krsna was also playing with His shadow. The gopis are like
His shadow. The words ‘Krsna has no attachment’ mean that He was
not controlled by the gopis lust; and the gopis also had no lust.

Syamarani dasi: So when you say ‘attachment,” you mean ‘material
lust”?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Devotee: Gurudeva, the maiijaris are also present in the rasa-lila.
Are they participating, or are they serving?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This is not a subject matter to be
discussed at present. Once you come to that stage after successfully
performing bhajana, you will understand all this by yourself.

Devotee: Gurudeva, in Vraja, the Pandavas are still performing
austerities to attain vraja-bhakti. Have they not attained this yet?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is not so easy to attain vraja-
bhakti. They will have to perform austerities for millions of years.
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Devotee: Then how will I attain it?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: There is a reason why you will
be able to attain it. You are performing one-pointed devotion under
the guidance of Vrajavasis, and you have been serving Radha-Krsna
from the beginning. The Pandavas initially served Dvarakadhisa
Krsna. Therefore it is harder for them, and it is easier for you, to
attain it. It is easy for those who have taken shelter of Caitanya

Mahaprabhu.

Devotee: You mentioned that in Bhagavatam Krsna is called Kesava,
meaning ‘He who combs Radharani’s hair,” and then you also gave
another meaning. [s there any difference between the two meanings?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Ka refers to Brahma, isa refers to
Sankara, and va refers to their worshipful Deity, Krsna, or Kesava.

Devotee: So, are They different?
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They are the same person.

Devotee: What is the duty of the daughter to her father when
her father is all alone? I am asking this because after marriage the
daughter cannot do anything independently.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: The daughter will do whatever
is easily done. Daughters are dear to the father, and sons are dear to
the mother. The daughter will have affection for the father and do
whatever is appropriate. At the time of marriage, the father gives
something to the groom so that the daughter is maintained. At all
times, the son will do whatever he can do to maintain his parents.

Devotee: Is the daughter obligated to do something?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Only if the father becomes
unable to do anything for himself, or is very poor,

Devotee: Sometimes there are no sons in the family.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In India, when the father gives
his daughter in marriage, like a charity,* he never accepts anything
from the daughter even if he is helpless.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He never even accepts water.

4 In the Vedic system this is called kanya-dana, or giving one’s daughter in charity,
meaning that the father gives his daughter to a suitable young man for her care and
protection.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Because he has already given his
daughter away, he doesn’t even drink water at the house of the son-
in-law or at the house of the daughter’s in-laws.

Devotee: Can he honor prasadam at his daughter’s house?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In India [in traditional times], he
would not do this.

Devotee: I am asking whether the father should follow the same
customs here in the U.S.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Here in the U.S. it is not possible
to follow the same customs, because this place is bhoga-rajya, the
kingdom of sense enjoyment. It is like Svarga, the heavenly planets.
Here it is not easy to do sadhana, as there are so many objects of
sense gratification and twenty-four hour-a-day-desires — “I want a
car,” and so many things like that.

Devotee: And still there is no peace.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Everyone wants two of
everything; two cars, and so on.

[To another devotee] You can sit on a chair.

[To another devotee] Don’t cry. Why are you crying? You are
building a matha, temple, here. I will come to your matha. I will also
stay with you and speak hari-katha.

Devotee: Gurudeva, please call us to come to Badger. Your programs
in Badger are always so nice, but we haven’t been able to go there.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: We do not need to call you. You can
come.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Haven't the programs been good
here? They are not good, and that is why you want to go there?

Devotee: No, the programs here have been very good. But no matter
how much we take your darsana, it is still not enough.

Devotee: Maharajaji, Aksaya prabhu did a lot of service this time for
your programs.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Didn’t he go to his office for work?

Devotees: No Maharajaji, he was always busy here, doing some
service. He was always helping in the kitchen, and also bringing so
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many things. In the evenings he cleaned everything and then went
home. Sometimes it was midnight by the time he reached home.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Everyone did so much endeavor.

Radharani dasi: This morning, Premamayi didi called and also
offered her dandavat pranama (prostrated obeisances).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: She will become a big doctor.
Radharani dasi: By your mercy.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When she did her exams, she
got 99%.

Radharani dasi: She was quite sick at that time, but due to your
mercy she got such a high grade.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Syamarani will be here for two to
four days. Where will she stay?

Devotee: With Laksmi didi.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Syamarani dasi] You will speak
hari-katha to them.

Houston is like a mini-India. The area where [ was staying with
the devotees is just like a mini-India.

Bimala dasi: Gurudeva, two years ago, a big hurricane was supposed
to pass through Houston. But it didn’t come. In my mind I was
always thinking that because of Gurudeva it didn’t come.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It was due to Bhagavan.
Bimala dasi: No, it was by your mercy.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To a guest] Why aren’t you taking
harinama? What lacking is there in you? Are you eating meat and fish?

Guest: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You must give this up, otherwise
those animals will eat you. Mamsa, meat.” At present you are happily
eating meat. But when those animals eat you in the future, you will
be in distress. So quickly, today, give up eating meat, fish, and so
on. Don’t gamble, and don’t engage in any immoral or cheating
activities.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: We need to go to the gate.

5 Manmsa is the Hindi word for meat. See Endnote 4, at the end of this chapter.

130



Houston

ENDNOTES

1 The following is a transcription of the copyright darsana in
Navadvipa, March 13, 2009. In your reading, it may sometimes seem
that even though Srila Gurudeva has already answered a particular
question, it is again asked in a couple of different ways. It may seem
that Mafiju didi, Srila Gurudeva’s disciple-lawyer, didn’t hear or
understand Srila Gurudeva the first time, and that is why she asked
the same or similar question again and again. After the darsana she
explained the reason for this. It is that the series of questions were
in deposition format, to see whether or not the answers would be
consistent. She did this with a desire to make his statements more
clear to us.

Prior to this meeting with Srila Gurudeva, Mafiju didi met with
Brajanath prabhu for nearly two hours, discussing copyright, from
the extremes of “all rights reserved” to “all in the public domain” to
the various options in between (e.g., the various contracts offered by
Creative Commons). Mafiju didi and Brajanath prabhu went over
the questions so he could understand them before going into meet
with Srila Gurudeva. These questions were printed out for Srila
Gurudeva, Brajanith, and Sripada Madhava Maharaja to review
during the darsana:

Mafiju dasi: Gurudeva, this will help me decide how strong a
copyright protection to put on your books — whether we go one
extreme or the other extreme, or somewhere in the middle.

Brajanath dasa: In copyrights, there are many [options]. You can say,
“No one can do,” or “Some can do,” or...

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja reads Question 1a]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I have no objection if anyone in
the world produces my books, as is, with my name, with or without
permission; it is ok. Anyone can do so. But, second [he read the
second question — number 1b] not; someone else’s name cannot be
there.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: It must be your name, not another’s
name.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not others’.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja reads Question 2]

131



Walking with a Saint - 2007

Brajanath dasa: Suppose ISKCON BBT says, “We want to produce
your books. We will print two million books for distribution.” And
they earn some profit with that. Any objection?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You should decide.

Brajanath dasa: [ think no objection, because your books will go,
your message will be known, and by that profit they will distribute
more books.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They can do that.

Brajanath dasa: 3a — If your books are there, and someone wants to
make changes and put your name on it...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No.

Mafiju dasi: Even if there is one [original book] available and it is
good, proper, with your name on it, someone can’t... [Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja shook His head indicating no.] You don’t want
that...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I don’t want any change. All
books should be as I have written them.

Brajanath dasa: Unless you give permission for any change...
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why will I give permission?

Brajanath dasa: Suppose they [those who made the original book]
have made mistake...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Then.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: That is another thing.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If there is any mistake, then they
can make a correction; otherwise not.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja reads Question 3b]

Brajanath dasa: Do you want us to take legal action if a book comes
out in your name that contains apasiddhanta (wrong philosophy)?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.
Mafiju dasi: You want us to take legal action?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.
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Brajanath dasa: Anyone may say, “This is the book of my guru
maharaja,” but so many apasiddhantas are there. We can try to
reconcile by debate, but if needed, we may take legal actions.

Number 4 — Do you want all the rights of the books while you
are manifest in this world? Or can the authors retain rights?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What does this mean?

Brajanath dasa: It means that if Prema-vilasa prabhu has translated
your lectures and has said, “I am the translator. [ acknowledge that
Gurudeva has the copyright, but I want to publish this when I want.”
Any problem with that?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What do you think?

Brajanath dasa: [ think there is no problem. If anyone wants to publish,
it is no problem.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: As long as it is in Srila Gurudeva’s name.

Maiiju dasi: Can I ask a follow-up to number 4? Is it okay if an
original contributor wants to control any changes, so that we would
have to go to them and ask for permission; like to Prema-vilasa?

Brajanath dasa: Or Navadvipa prabhu.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What?

Brajanath dasa: If Prema-vilasa or Navadvipa have made contributions
to some title, like Manah-siksa or Bhakti-rasayana, and we want to
make some changes because some mistake is there...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can change.

Brajanath dasa: But if Navadvipa prabhu says, "You need to ask
permission...”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why will they say that?

Brajanath dasa: They have some right because they have done the
translation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Then what should we do?

Brajanath dasa: If we have good relations with them. Maybe Prema-
vilasa prabhu would say, “I like my style, and it is written well. If you
want to change it, please consult with me.” It is proper etiquette.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: So, you can do that.
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Maiju dasi: That’s okay? If they want us to ask them every time we
want to reprint, that’s okay?

Brajanath dasa: Officially they should give permission to reprint,
because they have translated the book. I think they will have no
objection for reprints. They may say in writing that, “In the future

you have the right to print, as long as the original is kept.” We
should ask them.

Maiju dasi: But do we have to go through the step of asking? Is that
okay?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja indicates by nodding that it
would be okay.]

Brajanath dasa: Certainly.
Mafiju dasi: They could say no.

Brajanath dasa: We can ask them, and then they can say [write],
“Any time in the future, you can reprint.”

Maiiju dasi: I would like to try to get that [permission for any reprints,
if an assignment of all rights to Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
cannot be obtained.’]

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: It is better that they do it once. We
don’t know what will happen after Gurudeva departs. They may say,
“We want royalty. We did this...”

Mafiju dast: [ will try [to get an assignment of all rights for all time],
but if I don’t get that, I want to know where to draw the line.

Brajanath dasa: Number 5 — In the future, are you willing for the
original contributors to put conditions on how the books are
published? Or, should the books be put in public domain? This
means that suppose you say, “In the future, anyone can publish my
books, no matter who it is. All my followers can print my books,
or any third party can do so. I have no objection to this.” Someone
may say, “I have edited this book, or translated this book, and in the
future, I want the right to approve...”

6 Since the time of this darsana (March 2009), most of the main contributors to the
English publications signed assignments granting Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
their rights to the books. (Anita dast)
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is not good.

Mafju dast: If it is in the public domain or if anyone can publish, it’s
not an issue.

But what if there are derivatives or changes made; should the
original contributors be brought in and have rights? What if they
don’t like what the BTI or GVP are doing? Should they have rights?

Brajanath dasa: In the future, let’s say we want to change something;
the language has to be changed...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ think it is not proper. Why
[should it be changed]? Then it will be changed, changed, changed,
so much changed.

Brajanath dasa: Better they write new books.

Mafiiju dasi: After you are not with us, should Tridandi Maharaja,
as an original translator, have a right to say what the changes are?

Brajanath dasa: Let’s say he has translated Bhagavad-gita in English,
and we all approve [and say that] it is proper. You have approved. An
editorial board has approved. In the future, if anyone wants to make
changes in the book, should Tridandi Maharaja have any authority to
be consulted?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is good.

Brajanath dasa: Number 6a — Would you like your works to be carried
forward as you do for the acaryas and elaborated on, since their
works are in the public domain with the one exception being Srila
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja? Like now, you are giving some extra
commentaries on the commentaries of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura, Srila Sanatana Gosvamipada, and Srila Sridhara Svami.
Can any learned dcarya in the future use your books and write some
commentary?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They can do so.
Brajanath dasa: Like you are using the edition of Bhakti Sririipa
Siddhanti Maharaja.

Number 6b — In essence, do you want your words to be put in
the public domain? This means that anyone can publish your books.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.
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Mafiju dasi: Anyone can publish your books, anyone can change
your books, or do anything with your words, if we put them in the
public domain. It is free for anyone to say, “I could change it.”

Brajanath dasa: She is telling that they can change your books, but
we will not allow. We have to hold on to that. Anyone can publish
if is unchanged.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating agreement
with Brajanath dasa.]

Brajanath dasa: Then, 6c — Would you like your words protected and
controlled like the BBT? Many disciples want to publish the books
of their guru maharaja [Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja, Srila
Prabhupadal, but BBT controls that. Would you like us to do that?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No.

Brajanath dasa: In the future, if there are mistakes in your books, do
you want corrections to be made?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Brajanath dasa: What if the errors and corrections originated in
the Hindi? Should they be transferred into the English? Your Hindi
edition is original. In the future [it may be seen that] some slight
mistakes may be there — grammar, a typo, or some misunderstanding.
If we change it in Hindi, we should change it in English?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating yes.]

Brajanath dasa: What if the errors are simply typographical or
grammatical, and changing them would not change the meaning?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating it was okay
to fix them.]

Brajanath dasa or Madhava Maharaja: No difficulty with that.
Mafiju dasi: No problem.

Brajanath dasa: [Reading question 7b] In the future, do you want
an editorial board to control corrections of your books? Like maybe
you say Bhakti Trust, GVP, or Sripada Tirtha Maharaja, or Sripada
Madhava Maharaja, or any Vaisnava who has a deep understanding
and who is qualified should be consulted if any corrections need to
be made.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In Hindi, I think no need of
corrections. It is all right.

Brajanath dasa: Or, what about in English or any other language?
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In English you can see.

Brajanath dasa: Like Sripada Tirtha Maharaja, Sripada Madhava
Maharaja, Syamarani; or you can name any who are...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In English they can do.
Brajanath dasa: So an editorial board... Vaijayanti-mala...
[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating agreement.]

Brajanath dasa: [Reading question 7c] In the future do you want
anyone to control translations of your books?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What does this mean?

Brajanath dasa: It means that if the books need to be translated into
other languages, some legal entity should give permission for that,
or not?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If anyone wants to translate into
Russian language, he can translate.

Brajanath dasa: Suppose we say we have some Russian editorial
board that is approved by you or by our devotees. Then we will
recommend, “Please, if you do things proper, then you can use our
logo,” if we have any official logo that is well-known around the
world. Other than that, who wants to translate and publish, we will
have no objection.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can do what is good.

Brajanath dasa: For example, if a devotee wants to make a book and
put their own name, we have no objection. If they puts your name,
we may have some objection.

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating agreement
with Brajanath dasa.]

Mafiju dasi: So we want to control the translations? Yes?
Brajanath dasa: Yes, correct!?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded, indicating yes.]
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Maiiju dasi: Do you have any suggestions as to how we can facilitate
future pure Vaisnavas in using your words and building on them
and commenting on them? Any suggestions you might have will be
helpful for us.

Brajanath dasa: If any Vaisnava wants to publish Bhagavad-gita and
wants to insert your commentary, any objection?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: But Gurudeva’s name must be there. It
must say that it was taken from here.

Mafiju dasi: Gurudeva’s name must be associated with the work. Is
that acceptable Gurudeva?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nodded indicating agreement
with Mafiju.]

Brajanath dasa: Only acknowledgement is required. We will inform
them, if we are around [still alive], to acknowledge that this is
coming from you.

2 Copyright darsana in Houston, May 29, 2009:

Maiiju dasi: What we are doing, and Anita is helping me, is making
sure your wishes with respect to your books and copyrights are
respected. We want to record a summary for our team.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I told everything to Brajanath.
Maifiju dasi: Yes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Brajanath has not written what
[ told?

Maiiju dasi: He wrote, but Anita is going to summarize your words
for our team, so our team can see. We have Krsna-karunya, Jaya-
gopala, Vaijayanti-mala...

Anita dasi: There are many international languages. They want to
know how they should manage translations.

Mafiju dasi: So we will quickly summarize.
Brajanath dasa: There are two or three questions.

Maiiju dasi: Yes, Anita will ask them quickly, so we can get your
confirmation.
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Anita dasi: So, you want GVP Inc. to manage English books; and
Hindi if they are asked to help; yes?

[Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja nods]

Anita dasi: Okay. And anyone can translate your books as long
as they give you permission also — to print and publish and make
changes to your books?

Brajanath dasa: Whoever wants to translate your books, they can do
so. But rights should also be given to you, to publish the same book.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. You have not already written

all I told?

Brajanath dasa: Yes, but they want to have a little recording, so that
those who have any doubts can see.

Anita dasi: For the future, if there is any question, everyone knows
your desire.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I will sign on the Will?
Brajanath dasa: No, this is for book publishing.

Maifiju dasi: This is for book publishing. I will draft a contract that
you will sign. This will all be in the contract. This helps me to
understand your wishes.

Anita dasi: Okay, so for different language books you can publish,
the translator can also publish, and GVP can publish; okay?

[Srila Maharaja nods]

Anita dasi: If there is a need to make changes, you said that there
should be an editorial board, and the editorial board should consult
the translators. If there is any dispute, they can consult sadhu, guru,
sastral

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes.

Anita dasi: You said in Navadvipa that you want people to [be
allowed to] make commentaries for your books. So, it may be that
somebody may make some incorrect or opposite (apa) siddhanta.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, they cannot.

Anita dasi: Okay.
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Brajanath dasa: Suppose a devotee wants to write some of their own
ideas; some may be good, some may be against siddhanta.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: An editorial board will judge
after me. As long as I am here, [ am doing [judging], but after that.

Mafiiju dasi: The only thing we are worried about is that if some
acarya in the future comes and conditions souls do not recognize
him.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What?

Brajanath dasa: She is telling that in ISKCON they don’t see that
you are dcdarya. They think your writing is not authentic — not
everybody thinks like that, but some do. So it may happen in the
future that someone is thinking, as Mafiju didi is using this example,
that even though...

Anita dasi: If an acarya comes in the future, but GVP, who are
conditioned souls, do not see “this is the acarya,” and they stop...

Brajanath dasa: Sadhu, sastra, and guru. That is the...
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: ...most important.

Anita dasi: OKay, but the editorial board should decide who makes
commentaries’!

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, [they should decide] whether
it is according to Sastras, guru, Vaisnavas.

Maiju dasi: So let’s confirm, because it’s a little different from what
we thought yesterday. So if someone comes along — an acarya — or
let’s say I come along and [ want to write a commentary and I don’t
know what I am talking about. But someone else comes along, who
is an dcarya and does know what he is talking about, and he writes
something. We need to be able to have a mechanism to stop me, but
not him.

Or we allow me to do it, them to do it, and others will write and
say that I am stupid and I don’t know what I am talking about, but
that person does. It will be the community of senior Vaisnavas that
will correct things, but I won’t be prevented from making incorrect
statements and making my writing?

Brajanath dasa: Do you understand? Regarding Bhagavad-gita, so
many translations are there, but when you use Bhagavad-gita you
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will take Gita Press. You will take one particular Bhagavad-gita for
reference that is authentic. Or when you use any book, like Brhad-
bhagavatamrta...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ take the authentic Bengali, by
Siddhanti Maharaja or by others, not Gita Press.

Brajanath dasa: Okay. So, for any book there may be other transla-
tions, but you don’t have so much value for them. It may happen
in the future that regarding the books you have published, some
may make commentaries on that. Some [commentaries] may be
authentic, and some may not be so authentic.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What can you do?
Brajanath dasa: Nothing.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Nothing to do. We cut the
arguments of Sankaracarya; what can they do?

Anita dasi: Vaisnavas correct. If there is any bad commentary, the
Vaisnavas will correct.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: And also what we tell, others
can tell that it is not correct.

Maiiju dast: It will be...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Nothing to do.

Brajanath dasa: Because there are so many different approaches.
Mafiju dasi: Yes, we would not necessarily know who was...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Regarding any disciple, he should
not do it.

Mafiju dasi: Okay.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: For others, you cannot check...
Manju dasi: So...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By writing or telling that, “Your
arguments are [proven]| wrong by this argument.”

Mafiju dasi: So, we'll let anyone make commentaries, but we’ll also
monitor the commentaries and have others write responses to those
commentaries.
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Brajanath dasa: Anything which is incorrect, not according to the
Gaudiya Vaisnava pure bhakti line, the teachings of Ripa Gosvami,
we will give correction.

Maiiju dasi: Okay, we will correct. So, we’ll allow and correct.
Brajanath dasa: An editorial board.

Anita dasi: Anyone can publish a part of your book if they give you
credit?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, yes.
Anita dasi: Okay, and no changes also.
Brajanath dasa: And acknowledgement.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They give acknowledgement
that “it is taken from there.”

Anita dasi: And anyone can make an audio recording of part of your
book, and also a drama play?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, yes.

Anita dasi: Okay.

Brajanath dasa: But that should be favorable for bhakti and
Gurudeva’s reputation.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yes, yes.

Anita dasi: According to your teachings.

US law allows copyright for seventy-five years after the life of
the author. Do you want to make it less time? After seventy-five
years anybody can make any changes; credit or no credit. Do you
want to make it for less time?

Brajanath dasa: In America they have a law that anyone can file
copyright for any publications. That copyright will expire after
some time.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | am not copying copyright.

Brajanath dasa: No [I didn’t mean that]. You say, “Whoever takes
something from my books should give acknowledgement.” In America
they have a seventy-five-year time limit. After that, a publication
becomes public domain.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, no problem. We have nothing
to do with this.

Mafiju dasi: Okay, do you want to make it less time, or seventy-five
years!

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Full time.

3 An excerpt from the article Sri Purusottama Vrata in Sri
Jagannatha Puri, published in Rays of the Harmonist, No.9 (Winter
2001), written by Madhava-priya dasa:

The last fifteen days of $ri purusottama-vrata (vrata means “vow”)
were observed in Sri Purusottama-dhama, Sri Jagannatha Puri.
During these days, more than six hundred devotees assembled from
different parts of India and all over the world, despite worldwide
terrorism problems. They were blessed with the fortune to hear
profuse hari-katha, and to perform parikrama of Sri Jagannatha
Puri and neighboring areas under the guidance of Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja.

In his opening speech on the first day, Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja said, “This year we are very fortunate due to the
observance of purusottama-vrata as part of Caturmasya’. We have
got the fortune to partake in the most auspicious activities, the nine
limbs of bhakti, in this most rare human life, under the guidance of
exalted Vaisnavas in Sri Jagannatha Puri Dhama.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja then requested Sripada
Bhaktivedanta Madhusiidana Maharaja [formerly Krsna-krpa dasa)
to explain from the astrological point of view how Purusottama
month appears after every two years and eight months. Maharaja
then explained that, according to Siirya Siddhanta, one solar month
is thirty days whereas one lunar month is twenty-nine and a half
days. This means that in one month there is a difference of half a day
between the lunar month and solar month, and in twelve months,
the difference is six days. Also, according to the solar calendar, twelve
solar months is equal to 360 days. However, the earth completes its
rotation around the sun in 365 days and six hours; thus there are five
extradays.6+ 5days + 6 hours = 11days + 6 hoursextrain onesolar year,

7 Carurmasya is the yearly four month time period, during the rainy season (August
to November), in which the practice of certain prescribed austerities are very potent
for spiritual development.
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22 days + 12 hours extra in two solar years, and thirty days extra in 2
years 8 months 16 days and 4 hours of the solar calendar. Thus there
is an extra month, a gap between the calculation by lunar month
and solar month. In order to bring both months into equilibrium,
one month would have to be subtracted in every two years, eight
months, sixteen days and four hours.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Mahardja explained that the name
“Purusottama” does not refer to Maha-Visnu or Vaikuntha-natha
Nardyana, or even to Krsna of Dvaraka or Mathura. Purusottama,
the name of the presiding Deity of this month, refers to none other
than Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara Himself, the worshipable
Deity of the Gaudiyas; He is Golokapati Krsna.

How did this extra month get the name Purusottama? Being
belittled by twelve other months, the presiding Deity of this extra
month approached Brahmaji, who took him to Vaikuntha-natha
Narayana. Hearing the plight of the extra month, Narayana then
took him to Golokapati Krsna, who bestowed all His qualities upon
the extra month and became its presiding Deity.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has given a vivid description of this
month in his article The glories of Sri Purusottama Month, published
in the previous issue of Rays of the Harmonist [No.8, Summer 2001].

The following is an excerpt from Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s lecture in Jagannatha Puri, India, August 4, 2004:

Purusottama month comes in the leap year — every thirty-two
months. Previously this month was known as mala-masa. Mala
means unclean, contaminated, and suitable for being rejected. This
was considered the “rejectable” month, because sastra says about it:
“You should not perform any ritualistic activities, such as getting
married or receiving the sacred thread according to the principles
of varnasrama-dharma.” All of these materially auspicious activities
are stopped during this month. No one is permitted to perform any of
them, and so this month was known as mala-masa, the contaminated
month. The personification of this month approached Sri Krsna
and said to Him, “Oh my Lord, all in this world despise and condemn
me, because they cannot perform any auspicious fruitive activities
in my presence. | take complete shelter of You and surrender to You.

What should I do?”
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Krsna explains in the Gita:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekar Saranam vraja
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma Sucah
Bhagavad-gita (18.66)

Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto
Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful reactions. Do not fear.

“Give up all types of material religiosity and surrender to
Me unconditionally. I will take away all reactions to your sinful
activities; do not fear.” Krsna replied to Mala-masa, “I will take away
all your contamination, because you are surrendered unto Me.
I myself will become the predominating Deity of this month. From
now on the people will not call you Mala-masa. Instead they will
call you Purusottama-masa. During this month they will observe
purusottama-vrata, the very auspicious activities of devotional
service, in Purusottama-ksetra.”

This month should be observed by following the rules and
regulations one follows during Kartika month. Srimati Radhika is
the predominating Deity in the month of Kartika, and Krsna is the
predominating Deity of Purusottama-masa.

One should not perform any material pious activities (Subha-
karma) in this month. Instead of being derailed into material
activities, one should become one-pointed and do one-pointed vows —
for the happiness of Krsna. Only perform service to Hari, Guru,
and Vaisnavas, chant harinama, and stay near Purusottama-deva.
For those who observe this vow, it is certain that all their desires will
be fulfilled. All so-called auspicious activities of this world, such as
performing duties within varnasrama-dharma and getting married,
will have no value if one does not perform bhajana and if Krsna is
not pleased. Therefore, all the devotees who have assembled here to
observe purusottama-vrata in Purusottama-ksetra, at the birthplace
of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, are supremely fortunate.

4 “You should hear the meaning of meat. The spelling of ‘meat’ in
English is M-E-A-T. M-E, me. E-A-T, eat. “Those who eat meat will
be eaten by those whom they eat.” If you are taking fish, meat, eggs,
and cows, those animals will become human beings and you will
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become she-goats, cows, eggs, and so on, and they will eat you. So,
be careful” (Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. Lecture in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, December 14, 2000).

“Now this question may be raised why are so many cows being
killed in the slaughterhouse. The answer is that those who are
killing cows, according to the decision of karma-kanda, these
killers of cows will in their next life be cows, and the cows who are
killed will become men and kill the killers. The word flesh is called
mamsa which means the animal in future will kill me and eat. This
is called karma bandhanam, bound up by the laws of karma. If you
kill some living being, he will kill you in the next life. According
to Manu-samhitd, the Vedic law-book, a murderer is hanged and
thereby released from sinful activities, so that in the next life he
may not be killed. Life-for-life sentence is given to end the result
of sinful activities in this life instead of waiting for the next life.
Unfortunately, people at the present moment do not know what
is the next life, what is this life, what is karma, how one becomes
entangled, and how one becomes free” (Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami
Maharaja. Letter to Alfred Ford, Los Angeles, July 16, 1974%*).
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sfe June 13, 2007 %
Darsana
After the Walk

Sripada Sajjana Maharaja: One of my god-brothers has a sentimental
relationship with another god-brother and has, up to now, accepted
him as a Siksa-guru. He is in saffron cloth. He is worried that he will
have to give up being a brahmacari, because his Siksa-guru wants
him to put on white cloth, get married, and engage in business. He
is now attracted to your teachings and wants to do bhajana.

[ heard that if the guru tells a disciple to get married, that disciple
can reject his order. Is this true? Or, would the bona fide guru never
give this instruction?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why is that guru saying this? If
he were bona fide, he would not say this. He can be rejected.

Sripada Sajjana Maharaja: My god-brother is now rejecting his siksa-
guru, and he is accepting you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: A bona fide guru would not
say, “Oh, you are a brahmacar; you should get married.” Has Srila
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja said this? No. And I would also
never say this.!

The bona-fide guru laments for that former brahmacari, thinking,
“I warned him, but still he insisted on being married.” In our eyes,
that brahmacari has gone down. Do you understand? If a person is
engaged in Krsna’s service and hearing sweet pastimes of Krsna,
the life history of Prahlada Maharaja, the glories of Hanuman, the
Pandavas, and Uddhava, and superior to them, the gopis — he should
be able to give up material life forever, as Srila Raghunatha dasa
Gosvami, Srila Ripa Gosvami, Srila Sanatana Gosvami, and Srila
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami have done. We follow them.

We inspire disciples to give up worldly life, but they do the
opposite. They take sannyasa and then again marry.

If you are actually preaching the mission of our guru-parampara,
you will not deviate. If you are chanting, but not preaching and not
hearing hari-katha from superiors, you will certainly become weak.

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: In Badger, in 2004, you said that if
someone is worshiping one hundred salagrama-silas every day,

1 See Endnote 1, at the end of this chapter.
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but has no taste for hearing hari-katha, he will fall down from his
position in bhakti.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, he will sell or distribute his
Salagramas.

Sripada Srauti Maharaja: You said that this is like cutting a tree in
pieces and then giving water to the different parts. In that case
there will be no benefit to the tree.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Nothing.

yatha taror miila-nisecanena
trpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopasakhah
pranopaharac ca yathendriyanam
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya
Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.31.14)

[As pouring water on the root of a tree energizes the trunk,
branches, twigs, and everything else, and as supplying food
to the stomach enlivens the senses and limbs of the body,
simply worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead
through devotional service automatically satisfies the
demigods, who are parts of that Supreme Personality.*]

If you water the leaves and flowers of a tree, but not the root, the
leaves and flowers must die. On the other hand, if you give water only
to the root, all the leaves and flowers will automatically be watered.

If you give water to both the roots and flowers, the flowers will
rot. If you give food to your mouth and also to your eyes, what will
happen? It is better to put the food only in the mouth and not in any
other part of the body.

Sripada Bhagavat Maharaja: But Krsna can eat with His eyes.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This has been told for the jiwas
of this world. It has been said in the Vedic scriptures that Acyuta
(a name of Sri Krsna, meaning ‘infallible’) is the root of the entire
world. If you simply please, worship, and serve Him, the entire world
is benefited.

[Speaking with Krsna-devi from Italy, who has just phoned]
Hare Krsna. Oh, my heartly blessings to you, and to your daughter
and sons. I was just asking your husband about you. I think you are
translating one of my books now? Very good. You should preach and
translate books.
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Your daughter is okay? What is she doing now?

Very good.

I want to come to Italy again, for another hari-katha festival
there on the lake. It is very beautiful there. I have just told your
Prabhu (husband) to arrange this, and we may come there in the
summer-time. When Prabhu returns, please discuss this with him
and make a plan.

Giridhari dasa: In the stage of anisthita-bhakti (unsteady bhakti, the
stage of bhakti wherein the practitioner is still full of anarthas that
act as obstacles to his advancement), is there some sequence of how
the symptoms come and go, or can they come and go at any time?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: There must be some sequence.
Giridhari dasa: They won’t come, for example, two at a time?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They may all be present at the
same time. But gradually one after another will be given up. The first
symptom is utsaha-mayi (false confidence) and then ghana-tarala
(sporadic endeavor). First he will learn something, and in learning
something he will have taste and sometimes not. Then there is
vyiidha-vikalpa (indecision), visaya-sangara (struggle with the
senses), niymaksama (inability to uphold vows), and taranga-rangini
(enjoying the facilities offered by bhakti). There is a sequence.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Gurudeva, Srauti Maharaja remembers so
much hari-katha, but when you ask him to give class, he becomes shy.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Sripada Srauti Maharajal
You should preach boldly. When you give class, you can think that
those in the audience are like dry straws, knowing nothing.

Sripada Srauti Maharaja: What if they think the same thing about
me while [ am speaking?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You must think that way about
them. Then you can speak; otherwise, you will be too shy.

I see that our preachers — like Vana Maharaja, Nemi Mahar3ja,
and Tirtha Maharaja — go alone to a specific country, and so many
devotees follow them and join their party as they travel in that
country.

It will be good if you do that too. Don’t be discouraged. You
know so much hari-katha. You must do this. Don’t be weak.
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Sripada Srauti Maharaja: But these preachers are traveling all over
the world.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can also do that. You can
travel all over France; you can go to Nigeria and so many other
places.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: Srauti Maharaja thinks that you ordered
him not to leave Toulouse.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ suggested that he preach there
only because he knows French. The devotees there should be helped.

Brajanath dasa: If he stays there, he loses his inspiration.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In that case he need not remain
there.

Vrnda-devi dast: There are so many countries where people speak
only French. He is our only French sannyasi.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh, yes.

Sripada Sajjana Maharaja: For example, the people speak French in
Montreal, French Guyana, Trinidad, and Mauritius.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He can preach there.

s June 14, 2007 %
Darsana
After the Walk

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: The first time you came to the Western
countries, you said that while devotees chant japa, they can divide
their meditation into four parts — one part for remembering Vraja
Mandala parikrama (visiting the holy places in Vrndavana where
Krsna performed His transcendental pastimes)...

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: This instruction was for general
persons. Those who have just begun chanting can remember Vraja-
mandala parikrama. They can perform parikrama of Govardhana
and Vrndavana in their minds, and they can offer flowers to all
the Deities there. Those who are more advanced will meditate on
Krsna’s pastimes corresponding to His different names:
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tan-nama-riipa-caritadi-sukirtananu-
smrtyoh kramena rasana-manasi niyojya
tisthan vraje tad-anuragi jananugami
kalam nayed akhilam ity upadesa-saram
Upadesamrta (Verse 8)

[While living in Vraja as a follower of the eternal residents
of Vraja, who possess inherent spontaneous love for Sri
Krsna, one should utilize all his time by sequentially
engaging the tongue and the mind in meticulous chanting
and remembrance of Krsna’s names, form, qualities, and
pastimes. This is the essence of all instruction.]

While chanting the name of Krsna, Damodara, Govinda, or
Gopinatha, such devotees remember the sweet pastimes of that
name. When chanting the name of Govinda, what sweet pastimes
should we remember? We should remember His rasa dance with
the gopis. What is the meaning of Gopinatha? It means ‘He whose
masters are the gopis.” The special feature in the rasa dance is that
Krsna is controlled by the gopis and is begging for their love. He tells
them, “I cannot repay you.” This is Gopinatha.

It is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.32.22):

na paraye ham niravadya-samyujam
sva-sadhu-krtyam vibudhayusapi vah

ya mabhajan durjara-geha-srnkhalah
samvrscya tad vah pratiyatu sadhuna

[My dear gopis, our meeting is certainly free of all material
contamination. I must admit that even with the lifetime
of a demigod it would be impossible for Me to repay My
debt to you because you have cut off the shackles of family
life which are so difficult to break, just to search for Me.
Consequently [ am unable to repay you. Therefore, please
be satisfied with your saintly activities in this regard.]

Sri Krsna as Madana-mohana is very beautiful. He is the son of
Yasoda and Nanda Baba, and He is the Cupid of Cupids. One can
remember Him weeping as Mother Yasoda tries to bind Him. This
is Madana-mohana.

Those who are more advanced can remember Sri Krsna’s asta-
kaliya-lila (His pastimes throughout each twenty-four-hour period),
and those who are still more elevated can remember something
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more. There is no single instruction or meditation that applies to
all. Devotees’ remembrance is in accordance with their gradation
and qualification in bhakti.

Savitri dast: [Introducing a young man] Guru Mahardja, this
gentleman is from Belgium. I met him yesterday at the laundry
shop and spoke to him. He is doing yoga and meditation, and he
understood the philosophy as I shared it with him.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To the young man] Can you
meditate on my father?

Young man: I don’t understand what you mean.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Gurudeva is asking if you can meditate
on his father.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Do you know him?
Young man: No.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Then how can you meditate on
the Supreme Lord? Have you seen Him?

Young man: No.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In this iron-age of Kali-yuga (the
age of quarrel and hypocrisy), meditation begins by chanting the
names of the Supreme Lord.? Sri Krsna will then give you a vision of
Himself, and then you will be able to meditate on Him. In Kali-yuga
there is no possibility of meditation in the early stages of spiritual
development. Meditation begins at an advanced stage.

Do you know a blackish boy, playing on His flute with His cows
and friends in Vrndavana?

Young man: No.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Savitri dasi] Please explain
all these truths to him. Teach him how to meditate; how to chant
and remember Krsna.

Without chanting, you cannot be happy at any time in your life.
Do you know who has created you? Who has given you intelligence?

Young man: Nature.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: No, not nature. Why has
material nature not given the same intelligence to animals as it has

2 See Endnote 2, at the end of this chapter.
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given you? Intelligence comes from the Supreme Lord, who is very
merciful. You should chant His name; then you can meditate, and
gradually you will mature in your spiritual life.

Gaura premanande hari haribol.

e June 16, 2007 %
Morning Walk

Sripada Tridandi Maharaja: You've created a wonderful mood.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: My Guru Maharaja and Srila
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja are telling me everything in my
heart. What [ speak is not mine. Like a parrot, I am only repeating
what they have told me.

Devotee: You are a transparent via medium [meaning, ‘They are
working through you’].

Sripada Tridandi Maharaja: You are giving your heart to us.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You are all preaching — Padmanabha
Maharaja, Nemi Maharaja, Srauti Maharaja, Radha-kanta prabhu,
Muni Maharija, Vaisnava Maharaja, and others. I am very happy
that there are about thirty parties traveling around the world.

Brajanath dasa: Today, about twenty devotees from China will call
you for initiation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good preaching there.

Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura used to
say, “I don’t make disciples. I make gurus.” Whomever he touched
became guru.

brahmanda tarite sakti dhare jane jane
e veda purane guna gaya jeba sune
Sri Vaisnava-vandana (Verse 7)
What is the meaning?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Pure Vaisnavas are so powerful by the
grace of their gurudeva that each of them can deliver an entire
universe. They are glorified in the Vedas and Puranas.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Damodara Maharaja is also
preaching very well.
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Mahaprabhu dasa: He spoke very well in Australia.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: The Mexican devotees are inviting
you to come next year. They want to do Ratha-yatra.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I will try. I want to go there, but
now my age has control over my travels.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: You have written in Madhurya-kadambini
that Bhagavan has given his krpa-sakti, the power of His mercy, to
the Vaisnavas. [ am very astonished to read this.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Gurudeva is the embodiment of
Bhagavan’s krpa-sakti. When Bhagavan’s mercy becomes condensed
and takes a form, that form is $ri guru.

Devotee: May I have your blessings to come for Vraja-mandala
parikrama? I have never been there.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [ am inviting all of you to come.

Brajanath dasa: He has a question regarding the difference between
Puri and Navadvipa. He says that some disciples of Gour Govinda
Maharaja assert that Puri is non-different from Vrndavana, and it
is the highest of the Lord’s pastime places.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Never, never. This is not told in
any scripture.

Gokula dasa: Guru Maharija (Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja) never
said this.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: We should know the difference
between Navadvipa, Puri, and Godavari. Externally, there were
generally not such discussions in navadvipa-lila as there were in
Puri, where Mahaprabhu bitterly wept in separation from Krsna.
Moreover in Godavari, in Mahaprabhu’s conversations with Raya
Ramananda, the philosophical discussions were the most elevated.
Mahaprabhu and Raya Ramananda discussed gopi-bhava, rasa-
tattva, krsna-tattva, radha-tattva, and prema-tattva.

But it was in Navadvipa that Krsna took birth as Mahaprabhu,
Sacinandana Gaurahari. Krsna’s mother, father, and friends all took
birth in Navadvipa-mandala, or nearby.

What did Mahaprabhu do there? He did as Krsna did in
Vrndavana. In Vrndavana, Krsna performed His asta-kaliya-lila,
His pastimes performed during the eight divisions of each day. In
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His asta-kaliya-lila He does not go to Mathura, nor does He perform
His Dvaraka pastimes, nor does He even take birth.

During Krsna’s pre-dawn pastimes (nisanta-lila), Lalita and
Visakha and other gopis perform kirtana while anticipating the
awakening of Radhika and Krsna. Suka and sari, male and female
parrots, speak many sweet words to awaken Them. Radhika and
Krsna then awaken, They meet with the other gopis, and soon after
that They are obliged to separate.

A little later in the morning there are other pastimes, like the
meeting between Syamala and Srimati Radhika. Syamala wants to
hear from Radhika’s lotus mouth how She and Krsna enjoyed Their
previous night’s pastimes.

At about 9:00am, Krsna takes prasadam and goes cowherding.
At midday He meets with the gopis at Radha-kunda, and after that,
the sweet pastimes of Krsna at Siirya-kunda take place.

Later, in the evening, when Krsna returns to Vrndavana from
cowherding, all of the gopis, who had been anxiously waiting to see
Him, exchange glances with Him. Krsna then goes home to take
prasadam, and after that He performs His midnight lila. Where is
Mathura in this asta-kaliya-lila? Where is Dvaraka? It is not present
at all.

That same Krsna, overwhelmed by the mood of Radhika, takes
birth in Navadvipa as Sacinandana Gaurahari. There He plays with
His friends, like Gadadhara Pandita, Jagadananda Pandita, Murari
Gupta, Advaita Acarya, and so many others, and such pastimes are
His asta-kaliya-lila.

There are no pastimes of Jagannatha Puri in Navadvipa — which
is non-different from Vrndavana — because Jagannatha, Baladeva
and Subhadra are only in Dvaraka. When Krsna is with Subhadra
and Baladeva in Dvaraka, He is devoid of His flute and peacock
feather. He forgets that “I am the son of Nanda Baba and Yasoda.”
Instead He thinks, “I am the son of Vasudeva and Devaki.” That
Krsna cannot enter the eightfold daily pastimes of Vrndavana.

Also, although the conversation between Ramananda Raya and
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Raya-ramananda-sarvada) that takes
place in Godavari includes the highest of topics, and although
Rasaraja-mahabhava’® manifests there, still, that place is not equal
to Vrndavana, or even Dvaraka.

3 See Endnote 3, at the end of this chapter.
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Actually, Sti Krsna and Srimati Radhika cannot take one step
out of Vrndavana. That Radhika who never leaves Vrndavana is
Vrsabhanu-nandini Radhika, and that Krsna is Yasoda-nandana and
Nanda-nandana. Since They are always in Vrndavana, who went to
Dvaraka? It was Krsna’s expansion, Vasudeva-krsna who went. The
Radhika who is in a separation mood in Nandagaon, weeping with
the other gopis for Krsna who has gone to Mathura and Dvaraka, is
called Viyogini Radhika. Viyogini means that Radha and Krsna are
separated, whereas They are not separated in Vraja.

When Krsna goes to Kuruksetra, He meets with Radhika and
the gopis, at which time the gopis want to bring Him back to Vraja.
There, Radhika is called Samyogini. Samyogini refers to Their
meeting for a moment, for only a few days, and They are not fully
meeting. [When Mahaprabhu is singing to Lord Jagannatha at the
Ratha-yatra festival in Puri, He is in the mood of Radhika meeting
Krsna at Kuruksetra.]

The asta-kaltya-lila of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu only takes
place in Navadvipa. Navadvipa is Vrndavana, Jagannatha Puri is
like Dvaraka, and Godavari is like Kuruksetra.*

Devotee: Wasn’t there rasa-lila in Srivasa-angana!?
Brajanath dasa: There is kirtana-rasa in Srivasa-angana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It was not rasa [with a long ‘a,’
which refers to Krsna’s dancing with the gopis]. Krsna performed
the rasa dance with the gopis. Can Mahaprabhu perform such rasa
dance with His friends?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He performs sankirtana-rasa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is sankirtana-rasa [with a short
‘a,” meaning ‘mellows’], not rdsa [with a long ‘a,” meaning ‘Krsna’s
dance with the gopis’].

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: Srila Gurudeva, some people say that the
pijaris (priests) in Jagannatha Puri sometimes dress Lord Jagannatha
like Syamasundara. They put a pitambara (yellow shawl) on Him and
give Him a flute.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When has He taken His flute there?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Sometimes they decorate Him like that.

4 See Endnote 4, at the end of this chapter.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Sometimes indicates ‘momentary.”®

Giridhari dasa: Lord Jagannatha listens to Gita-govinda by the poet
Jayadeva Gosvami, and to the songs of the poet Candidasa.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not to Candidasa; only to Gita-
govinda. This is because Jayadeva Gosvami lived for some time in
Puri.

Gokula dasa: But Gurudeva, when my Guru Maharija or any
Vaisnava goes to Jagannatha Puri, they always see Vrndavana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Who?
Gokula dasa: You.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Only Caitanya Mahaprabhu sees
Vrndavana in Puri.

Gokula dasa: Wasn’t Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja always seeing
Vrndavana there?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When Mahaprabhu used to go to
the shore of the ocean, to the garden of Lord Jagannatha, or to the
temple of Tota-gopinatha, He used to see Govardhana and Yamuna.
Can you truly see this? We cannot.

Brajanath dasa: Gokula is saying that his Guru Maharaja, Srila
Gour Govinda Maharaja, used to see Vrndavana when he was in
Jagannatha Puri.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good. You can also see
Vrndavana in this forest-garden here in San Francisco. Yamuna is
also here; you can see it — if you have got the eyes to do so.

It is stated in Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s Kalyana-kalpataru,
“Yathaya vaisnava-gana, sei sthana vrndavana — Wherever there
are devotees, that place is actually Vrndavana.” This is a special
thing.

Gokula dasa: Yes. Vaisnavas say, “I am always seeing Vrndavana.”
They are always in the mood of Vraja. So when some persons hear
that, they conclude that Puri is Vrndavana.

5 Here it means that once a year, during Sri Janmastami (Sri Krsna's appearance
day), the puijaris dress Lord Jagannatha as Sri Syamasundara. (Sripada Madhava
Maharaja)
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Brajanath dasa: We also say something like this. When we are in
Badger, New Vraja, we say, “This is like Vrndavana.”

Gokula dasa: Oh, so those persons have misunderstood, and that is
why they came to the conclusion that Puri is Vrndavana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If someone is seeing Vrndavana in
Puri, and someone else is in Vrndavana, in Radha-kunda, are both
places equal?

Gokula dasa: No.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Has your Gurudeva said this?
Gokula dasa: No. He said that it is like Vrndavana.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: When Mahaprabhu went to Jagannatha
Puri and saw Lord Jagannatha, He saw only Jagannatha, and He
saw Him as Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara, not as Jagannatha.
When He would sometimes see Lord Baladeva and Subhadra as
well, He would say, “Oh, why have I come to Kuruksetra?” At that
time He would greatly lament.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: Why did Mahaprabhu travel from Puri
to Vrndavana? If Jagannatha Puri and Vrndavana are the same, He
could have stayed in Jagannatha Puri. But He went to Vrndavana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, why did He personally go
from Puri to Vrndavana?

Brajanath dasa: Gurudeva, when we are on Navadvipa parikrama,
you say things like, “We are in Govardhana,” or, “Here is Radha-
kunda.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Is Radha-kunda in Puri? Are the
twelve forests of Vrndavana, and Nandagaon, in Puri? They are in
Navadvipa.

Giridhari dasa: Brhad-bhagavatamrta describes that nitya Jagannatha
Puri is located below Vrndavana.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. Oriyan devotees favor
Puri, accepting it as Vrndavana. Yathaya vaisnava-gana, sei stana
vrndavana. It was in this way that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu used
to see the Deity Tota-gopinatha and say, “Here is Gopinatha, so
Cataka Parvata is Govardhana.”
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Gokula dasa: When we were with you in Puri in 2001, we were
showing you a book of my guru maharaja. We were trying to prove
to you that he said that Puri is Vrndavana. But then, when you
looked at the book you pointed out to us, “Look, he says that Puri is
like Vrndavana.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: On the other hand, Navadvipa is
not like Vrndavana; it is Vrndavana. That is the difference.

Devotee: What does the Gambhira represent?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is like Nandagaon. After
Krsna’s departure to Mathura, Srimati Radhika wept and lamented
in Nandagaon, in Uddhava-kyari, “Oh, where? Where is Krsna?
Where is Krsna?” Visakha-kunda is also there in Nandagaon, and
Bhramara-gita was spoken there. The topmost separation mood is
experienced there.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: The Gambhira is not Nandagaon, but

when Mahaprabhu was in the Gambhira, He was in the mood of
Radhika in Nandagaon.

sfe June 16, 2007 <%
Darsana
After the Walk

Hare Krsna dasa: Gurudeva, I've brought my father, Ranga Puri.
He’s from Bolivia.

Rohini-nandana dasa: Ranga Puri is currently the Ambassador of
Bolivia in Washington D.C.

Hare Krsna dasa: He has been working for a long time on a Spanish
translation of Ramayana. He would like your blessings to publish it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It is very good that he has
completed it. I will be happy if you publish it. Which edition have
you translated? Valmiki’s version?

Ranga Puri dasa: We have translated Valmiki Ramayana, but we are
also including some insights from Rama-carita-manasa.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If you are doing a translation,
then only one book should be translated. Don’t mix two different
books. Valmiki’s Ramayana, written in Sanskrit, is the authentic
Ramayana [written millions of years ago]. Tulasi dasa’s Rama-carita-
manasa is in Hindi [written by him a few hundred years ago]. It was
taken from Valmiki’s Ramayana, as well as from the versions and
commentaries of others, and it is very easy to understand.

You are an Ambassador? Very good. That is a high post. [ am not
able to touch such a high post.

From whom have you taken initiation?

Ranga Puri dasa: From Srila Bhakti Pramoda Purt Gosvami Maharaja.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good.

Hare Krsna dasa: Srila Gurudeva, I want your blessings, because
many devotees from Bolivia want to go to India for Kartika.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: They should come.
Hare Krsna dasa: But it is very expensive for them.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Bolivia is not a poor country.

Hare Krsna dasa: It is very poor, and very corrupt. The people there
earn $60 for one month’s work. I am coming for Kartika. But [ want
to bring more people, so I want your blessings to go there to help
them collect their fare.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: Srila Gurudeva, two or three days ago you
were speaking about our remembering of pastimes while doing japa.
You said that general devotees can remember the pastime-places
of our Vraja-mandala parikrama. You said that those who are more
advanced can remember the particular pastimes of Krsna that are
in accord with His particular names, those on the next level of
advancement can remember asta-kaliya-lila, and those who are still
more advanced can meditate on something still higher.

How can devotees recognize their own qualification? How will
they know what to remember? What are the indications?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: There is a barometer:

ksantir avyartha-kalatvam viraktir mana-sanyata
asa-bandhah samutkantha nama-gane sada ructh

asaktis tad-gunakhyane pritis tad-vasati-sthale
ity adayo ‘nubhavah syur jata-bhavankure jane
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.3.25-26)
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[(1) ksantih — forgiveness, forbearance or tolerance,
(2) avyartha-kalatva — not wasting time, (3) viraktih —
detachment from worldly enjoyment, (4) mana-sinyata —
absence of pride, (5) asa-bandha — steadfast hope [that
Krsna will bestow His mercy], (6) samutkantha — intense
eagerness [to obtain one’s goal], (7) nama-gane sada rucih —
a taste for always chanting the holy names, (8) tad-guna-
akhyane asakti — attachment to hari-katha, (9) tad-vasati-
sthale pritih — affection for the transcendental pastime
places of the Lord. These nine ecstatic moods, or anubhavas,
develop within a person in whom the symptoms of bhava
have begun to sprout.]

When the seed of bhava-bhakti (the initial stage of perfection in
devotion) sprouts in one’s heart, one will be able to meditate upon
asta-kaliya-lila; not before that. As long as devotees maintain any
kind of worldly attachment or desire, and as long as they maintain
the conception that they are this material body, they are not
qualified to meditate upon asta-kaliya-lila.

Thank you all.

Sripada Nemi Mahar3aja: | would like to speak with you for three or
four minutes; sometime when it is convenient.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Alone?
Sripada Nemi Maharaja: With just a few devotees.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can come anytime.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: Do you have some problem with your eye,
Srila Gurudeva? I saw something in it yesterday, and now it is watery.
Any difficulty?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | have difficulty with my ears.
I cannot hear ninety-five percent of what is being said. I think that
God is very merciful. He has arranged for me not to hear anything
unnecessary. I am happy about that. I am not unhappy.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: We are not happy, though, because we
cannot speak to you so easily.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When others talk among them-
selves in my presence, | am not hearing them. I am only chanting.
When I travel by car, the devotees in the car are always talking; but
[ don’t know what they are saying. [ am simply chanting Hare Krsna.
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Tulasika dasi: Your Russian daughters, Lalita-kisori, Annapiirna,
and Devaki, are sending you their humble dandavat pranama
(prostrated obeisances) and asking for your blessings. Indulekha is
also asking for blessings to be strong. She is having some problems
with her family.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Tell them that [ am giving them
my blessings.

e June 17, 2007 <%
Morning Walk

Brajanath dasa: Gurudeva, do you remember Srila prabhu?
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Oh!
Srila dasa: I am trying to hide, actually.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He is not fully obeying me.
I told him that he is very qualified; he is a learned person. I thought
that he would take sannyasa and preach everywhere, at which time
everyone would follow him. He also does not want to marry, so
everything is favorable for him. [ don’t know what he is afraid of, or
why he hesitates. There is some lack in him.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: He is the vartma-pradarsaka guru® of
Brajanath prabhu.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Of so many.

Srila dasa: | want to make a confession. First of all, your laser-like
instructions to me, your kind responses to my inquiries, your hari-
katha, and your association are the most valuable and precious
moments of my life. | want to express that to you, and to thank you.
I am feeling shame, embarrassment, and pain because of my inability
to follow your instruction.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Try to obey Vaisnavas. You

cannot be happy doing what you think is best for you. It is best to
follow what Vaisnavas tell you regarding the aim and object of life,

6 The vartma-pradarsaka guru is the person who introduces one to Krsna
consciousness, or who introduces one to the pure devotee.
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and to follow the behavior and philosophical conceptions of your
Gurudeva. If you want to be a grhastha, you can marry. But if not,
then preach very strongly, everywhere, as we are preaching,

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: He could give up his house.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes. He can sell it and remit the
money to the bank.

Brajanath dasa: But Gurudeva, he has collected so many things.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: | know that. But what is the use?
Srila dasa: They are a burden.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Preaching is part of the bhakti-
yoga practice. He should preach, and donate his house to me.

Brajanath dasa: But he has only debts, Gurudeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Did you come yesterday?
Srila dasa: I come every day.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: On the first day as well?
Sripada Srauti Maharaja: He sits in the last row.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Last row. He does not come in
front of me because he knows [ will tell him to leave his home and
preach; so he fears.

Srimad-Bhagavatam tells us that if one is hearing hari-katha
from a bona fide guru and Vaisnava, all types of tattva-jiana very
soon manifest in his heart. He will realize all spiritual truths and
at once become detached from worldly entanglement. If Srila is
hearing continuously without experiencing the fruit of realization
and detachment, then there is some defect in his hearing and
associating. He will do well to consider, “I am wasting my life. If I
don’t take advantage of the opportunity offered by this human life,
I will again have to transmigrate throughout the cycle of endless
material life and death.”

Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.9.29) states:

labdhva su-durlabham idam bahu-sambhavante
manusyam artha-dam anityam apiha dhirah

tiirnam yateta na pated anu-mrtyu yavan
nihsreyasaya visayah khalu sarvatah syat
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[This human birth is very rare, because it is only attained
after many lifetimes. Although temporary, it can give the
highest benefit [the service of Srimati Radhika]. After
all, sense gratification is available in all species [whereas
spiritual perfection is possible only for human beings].
Therefore, an intelligent person should immediately,
without wasting a single moment, begin to endeavor
[with one-pointed dedication] to achieve the ultimate
good fortune, before death comes.]

[To Srila dasa] You know this verse, perhaps?
Srila dasa: I think of that verse every day, but I do not follow it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: You can pray to Krsna that He
may kindly give you the strength to follow.
Did you hear the class yesterday?

Devotee: Yes, Maharaja. | was drowning in an ocean of nectar.
Thank you very much.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yesterday in the class, Gurudeva was
describing that Narada came to Kamsa, advised him, and then went
away singing, “Sriman Narayana Narayana, Narayana.” Everyone in
the class was so pleased to hear Gurudeva singing this mantra.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: When Narada Rsi goes to
Vaikuntha-loka, he sings, “Narayana, Narayana,” and when he goes
to Goloka Vrndavana, he sings, “Radhika-Ramana.” Narada muni
bajaya vina radhika-ramana name. Krsna personally gave him his
vina’, and that vind is svara-brahma (charged with transcendental
sound). Do you know the meaning of svara-brahma?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: It has the same meaning as sabda-
brahma (spiritual sound).

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He received svara-brahma from
the gopis, and Sankara (Lord Siva) did as well. Innumerable tunes
come from the gopis’ ankle bells, and later Sankara learned those
tunes from them.

Yesterday 1 explained about Vrsabhanu-nandini Radha, Viyogini
Radha, and Samyogini Radha.® From where did I receive this knowledge?
Is it documented anywhere? Is there any evidence of this reality?

7 A wvina is a large Indian string instrument, similar to the lute.

8 See Endnote 5, at the end of this chapter.
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Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Yes.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Where?
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: It is described in the Sanat-kumara-sambhita.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura has written about this in his commentary, wherein he
quoted that sarnhita. Whatever we tell must be authentic.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Mahaprabhu told Sanatana Gosvami,
“Sarvatra pramana dibe purana-vacana — Whatever we quote must be
certified by scripture” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 24.343).
Someone said that after killing Sankhactida, Krsna gave the
Syamantaka jewel to Baladeva, and Baladeva gave it directly to
Radhika.
Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: He didn’t give it to Radhika. He gave
it to Dhanistha.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: He gave it to Dhanistha, Dhanistha
gave it to Lalita, and Lalita gave it Radhika. Why?

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: Balarama cannot come before Radhika.
He is the elder brother of Krsna. He would never come before Her.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It would be rasabhasa (an
unpalatable mixing of rasas). In Indian Vedic culture, this would
not happen, but nowadays Vedic culture is not followed. Where
there is an influence of Western culture, Indian boys and girls sit
together, and eat and joke together, whereas in Indian villages even
today, Vedic culture is adhered to. A lady does not speak or come
before her vasura. Do you know the meaning of the word vasura?

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: Elder brother?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Vasura. Sura means devata
(demigod). The elder brother is regarded like a devata. Do you know
the meaning of svasura? There is no word for it in English, but in
general it means ‘father-in-law.” The father-in-law is also considered
like a demigod.

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: She does not come before him either?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: A woman will not come in front

of her husband’s father.
Sripada Madhava Maharaja: She wears a veil.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why?

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: I know it is the etiquette, but I do not
know the reason behind it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If the svasura or vasura sees her,
he may be attracted by her beauty and lust may come from that
attraction.

All these traditions are very highly acclaimed in India. I have
seen that a father never places his young son on his lap. The father’s
brother, uncle, and father do it, as he lives in a joint family. The
father does not show so much affection externally, but he supports
and nourishes his son.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: Why is that? Why would he do that?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: That is the tradition in a big
family. When a family is small, with only the father and mother and
no other elders, the father may place his son on his lap. The danger
is that if he outwardly shows affection and places his son on his lap,
the son may become very naughty. He may not follow the orders of

his father.

Any questions!?

Sivananda Sena dasa: Srila Gurudeva, I give so much affection to my
son. He’s here.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In that case, because you are so
attached, you will have to take birth as his son in your next life. You
will become his son.

Sivananda Sena dasa: He is actually your son. I am only the caretaker.
He knows this well.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Don’t be attached to anyone,
whether that person is your wife, your children, or anyone else. Do
your duty, but with the understanding that your family members are
all Krsna’s servants and maidservants.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Jiva dasa [now Visnu Maharaja] is asking
whether or not Krsna sits on His father Nanda Baba’s lap.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I have not seen in Srimad-
Bhagavatam or any other scripture that Nanda Baba places Krsna
on his lap. When Mother Yasoda bound Him and the yamala-arjuna
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trees fell down, and when Krsna was bitterly weeping, only then did
Nanda Baba come and place Krsna on his lap. In that special case he
even carried Him on his shoulders.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: On another occasion you told us that
fathers have great affection for their daughters, and mothers have
great affection for their sons. But the instance of Lord Ramacandra’s
father, Dasaratha Maharaja, was different. He had so much love for
Rama that he never wanted to be separated from Him. It is shown
in the Ramayana that Kausalya and Kaikeyi had deep affection for
Lord Rama, but Dasaratha Maharaja had so much love for Him that
he even gave up his life in separation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: It may be that there are some
special cases.
Do you know the meaning of apadharma?

Acyutanandana dasa: It means ‘exception.’

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In bhakti we should not have any
worldly desire. Still, Draupadi called out, “O Krsna, I have given
myself to You. Everything is in Your hands.” She closed her eyes,
let her veil fall from her mouth, and cried out, “O Govinda rakho
sarana, ab to jivana hari — I have given my whole life to You. You
can save me or not save me, as You desire. [ am no longer worried.”

This is anyabhilasita®. By nature one may have no personal desire
or need. Apadharma (extraordinary circumstances, such as when
one’s life is in danger) is applied when a thief or a tiger comes. At
that time what would you do?

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: [ will call out, “Alas, Bhagavan.”

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: “Save me!” This is not against
dharma.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: You are the Siksa-guru of many disciples.
Do you love them more than your own disciples? You do not take your
own disciples onto your lap, but you do so for others.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: In truth, I have so much affection
for the disciples of my Siksa-guru, parama-pitjyapada Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja, because he requested me to take
care of them. The siksa-disciple and his Siksa-guru have a special

9 See Endnote 6, at the end of this chapter.
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relationship. They can open their hearts to each other, whereas a
disciple cannot always openly reveal his heart to his diksa-gurudeva.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: But you have also said that you have
such a deep relationship with your gurudeva that you open your
heart and reveal everything.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Sometimes this is very hard; but
you can reveal everything to your $iksa-guru, because he is both
your guru and your friend. Regarding your diksa-gurudeva, he is not
like a friend; he is your controller.

Giridhari dasa: Srila Guru Maharaja, when Parama-gurudeva first
came to Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, was
Prabhupada a brahmacari?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, at first. But by the time
of their second meeting, one year later, Prabhupada had taken
sannyasa.

Sripada Sajjana Maharaja: Devotees in different countries around
the world want preaching centers. They can establish temples, but
they need managers. They want brahmacaris and qualified devotees
to come and help them preach and manage programs for you.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: If that is so, then our sannyasis
should bring more and more brahmacaris by their preaching. Srila
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja and his disciples used to create
many brahmacarts.

Sripada Bhagavata Maharaja: Srila prabhu can manage a center. He
is qualified.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I cannot believe him.

Sripada Sajjana Maharaja: In Mauritius, a devotee is building a big
temple with a nice Thakuraji, and he wants brahmacaris to be there.
Also, in Durban and Johannesburg. In South America, Sao Paulo
needs devotees, and so does Venezuela and Costa Rica.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: By preaching, it may be that
brahmacaris will come. The devotees in Houston are creating a very
big center, and many brahmacaris and sannyasis will be there. All
the Indians there are helping so much.

Radha-kanta dasa: At the time of Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami
Prabhupada, everyone managed — grhasthas, new devotees, brahmacaris.
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Anyone who was available somehow managed. There is no problem if
the desire is there.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Even grhasthas did so. We will
have to follow this principle.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: It’s very hard to make brahmacaris.
Everybody wants to do business.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: A grhastha or a vanaprastha can
manage very easily. Some brahmacaris also manage. In India we see
that our brahmacaris are managing.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Are you married now?
Rohini-nandana dasa: Not yet.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What do you want? Like them,
you can also come forward. Raghunatha dasa Gosvami was married,
and he left everything. I was also married, and I left everything.
When Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja was married, his wife
kicked him out, because he was doing nothing worthwhile from her
point of view.

Ladies: [having waited for his return, are now singing] Happy
Fathers’ Day to you. Happy Fathers’ Day to you. Happy Fathers’ Day
dear Gurudeva, Happy Fathers’ Day to you.

e June 17, 2007 %
Darsana
After the Walk

[During his Bhakti-yoga festival in San Francisco, Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja stayed at the Marriott Residence Inn, which is
about a forty-five minute drive from the festival site at the Asian
Cultural Center. Every morning he walked from 5:30 to 6:30 am.,
and upon his return, his lady disciples would be waiting for him.
All the devotees would then enter his room and, before his taking
breakfast, he would sit for about twenty minutes and grant them his
darSana. As he was returning from his walk on June 17th, Fathers’
Day, about fifteen of his daughters were waiting for him with flowers
and gifts in honor of the special holiday.]
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Is today Father’s Day for females
only, or also for males?

Devotees: For males also.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Then why are the males not giving
me any gifts?

[ have more affection for my daughters. None of the men told me
it is Father’s Day.

Sripada Damodara Maharaja: Srila Gurudeva, you said on the morning
walk that even though the father has so much affection for his son, he
may not show it directly. He may not take the son on his lap. We know
you love your sons best; therefore you are not showing it.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: I have more affection for my
daughters.

My blessings to you all today is that pure bhakti will come in your
hearts. The greed to serve in raganuga-bhakti will come. My blessings
are that you will attain your highest goal.

What is your highest goal?

Caru-candrika dasi: Ma#ijari-bhava.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Radha-dasyam(personal service
to Srimati Radhika).

In the West, after the sons’ marriage, the fathers and sons separate
from each other. The sons do no service at all for their fathers. But in
India, even when their mothers and fathers are very old, the children
serve. Nowadays, a ‘wind’ has come from the Western countries to
India, and old persons are suffering. They are not allowed to live with
their families. In villages, though, they are still taken care of by their
children. I want you all to follow varpasrama-dharma, of which this
is an example.

Gokula dasa: If we are in family life, we should take care of our
mother and father?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, and have good relations with
your brothers. Lord Rama wanted to give His kingdom to Bharata,
and Bharata wanted to give the kingdom to Rama. They were
quarreling about this point. Nowadays, it is the opposite; we quarrel
for our own ownership. We should be like Rama and Bharata.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu told us to be like trees. A tree gives
its leaves, fruits, branches, flowers, juice, fruits, shade, and wood
to others. We should try to live not for ourselves, but for others.
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Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja left everything in his old age
and traveled the entire world to benefit others. [ also only travel
to help and bring the highest benefit to all, and to follow our guru-
parampara.

[Mahaprabhu dasa from Australia tells Srila Maharaja that his
thirteen-year-old daughter, Tulasi dasi, was there to see him.]

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: She came to hear hari-katha?

Mahaprabhu dasa: Yes. She took initiation from you a few years ago,
and now she wants second initiation.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: [To Tulast dasi] How many rounds
do you chant?

Tulast dasi: [ am building up.
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: How many rounds are you chanting?
Tulasi dasi: Two rounds.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Very good, but no diksa now.

When you realize the glories of the holy name — that the holy
name can save you from the pain of endless birth and death — then
you will chant more. Money and worldly things cannot make you
happy. These holy names will give you krsna-prema, and you will
be able to serve Riadha and Krsna forever. When you realize this,
then you will chant more. Then, when I come to Australia, you can
receive the diksa-mantras.

[Later]

Syamarani dasi: In this morning’s darsana you said we should follow
varnasrama-dharma. You said we should serve our mother and
father and brothers.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Not only on Father’s Day, but
every day.

Syamarani dasi: What if we have a non-devotee mother, father, and
brother?

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Those who are grhastha (house-
holders) should do so, and those who are renounced, having given
up the world, should serve their holy master.

Syamarani dasi: A householder should serve even their non-devotee
mother and father?
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Yes, they should serve their
mother, father, and brothers — whether their parents are devotees or
non-devotees — otherwise they will have to go to hell. Everyone who is
not a pure devotee has debts to others in this world. When my father
used to come to Mathura, I would take his foot-dust on my head.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: His father was a devotee.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Even though I am a sannyast
and he was a grhastha, I did so. He was my first guru. He taught me
Mahabharata, Ramayana, and other scriptures.

Sripada Madhava Maharaja: Devotees serve their parents to inspire
them to become devotees. The parents receive good impressions
by remembering how their devotee children always give respect to
them, and bring them prasadam, and the good news about what is
best for their eternal welfare.

sfe June 18, 2007 %
Morning Walk

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Why are you smiling?

Sripada Tridandi Maharaja: Because it is so wonderful to be with
you, Srila Gurudeva.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: You are telling us all of the beautiful things
that our Guru Maharaja [Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharajal
wanted to tell us. We were like babies when he was physically present,
so we could not fully understand him at that time.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Are you understanding him now?

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: A little, something, and I think he is happy
about that. He wanted to tell us then, but we wouldn’t have been
able to understand.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: Was my explanation interesting?
Devotee: That is an understatement.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: What did I clarify regarding
Nanda Baba and Krsna? Did Nanda Baba go back to Vrndavana
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from Mathura with, or without, Krsna? You don’t know? I explained
it during my class.

Sripada Nemi Maharaja: There are two prakosthas (sections within
the pastimes). In one prakostha, Nanda Baba goes back to Vrndavana
without Krsna and Balarama, with only Krsna’s golden ornaments
and some clothes, crying and crying. In another prakostha, he is
happy to go back there with Krsna and Baladeva.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja: But this is hidden. This siddhanta,
as explained by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, is very exalted.

Sripada Madhav