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2. To promote a cooperative effort to preach the
message of Çré Rüpa-Raghunätha as per the last instructions
of Prabhupäda Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasväté Öhäkura.

Editorial
E

very moment presents itself to us, individually and collectively, as a new
challenge. Alone, we are not equipped to face the impediments of the present
or those that lie ahead. For this reason, empowered transcendental personalities
have laboured tirelessly to provide us with clear advice and profound inspiration
through the written word. Many points of dissention, of a philosophical or historical nature, which are currently arising in the newly-born worldwide Gauòéya
community, have already been reconciled or dispelled during the preaching campaigns of our previous äcäryas. Whenever problems arose in the past, our äcäryas
have responded brilliantly to the necessity of the hour with authentic solutions.
When we examine their writings, we find that most of the battles we face today
have already been won for us, and we never fail to be startled by their perennial
salience. Unfortunately, most of the articles penned by stalwart champions of the
truth such as Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Prabhupäda Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté Öhäkura, and Çréla Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava Gosvämé Mahäräja, lie beyond the purview of the non-Bengali speaking world, patiently waiting in the
archives of various branches of Çré Gauòéya Maöha.
In an attempt to remedy this situation, we are presenting herein translations
of the authoritative statements of the great luminaries in the Gauòéya sky so that
the English speaking world can avail itself of the vast wealth of their wisdom.
It is also our intention to make available the essays and lectures of some of the
most senior and experienced living Vaiñëavas, such as Çréla Bhaktivedänta Vämana
Gosvämé Mahäräja, Çréla Bhaktivedänta Trivikrama Mahäräja, and Çréla
Bhaktivedänta Näräyaëa Mahäräja. These living veterans of the Gauòéya
Sampradäya, with devotional careers of sixty to seventy years, have personally
served most of the prominent disciples of Çréla Prabhupäda Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté Öhäkura and, thus, their guidance is not only helpful and invaluable, but
positively essential.
Finally, may we add that this journal aspires to follow the spirit of Çré Sajjana
Toñané. The word Sajjana, Sat+jana refers to those who are cent-per-cent dedicated
to sat - the Absolute Truth, Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa and the combined form of Çré
Yugala, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Toñané refers to their satisfaction. Thus, Sajjana
Toñané refers to the journal which aims to nourish the devotional sentiments of
those who are possessed of the twenty-six Vaiñëava qualities. It will in no way
cater to the whims of those impostors who repeatedly skate around the fringes of
bhakti-abhäsa for want of accepting absolute guidance. We are not interested in
promoting social harmony at the expense of compromising siddhänta. In this world
of falsehood, truth appears to be somewhat peculiar, impractical and unpopular.
Still, it is warmly received by sajjana. If they alone are pleased by our humble
offering, then our endeavours will have proven fruitful.
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Çré Govardhanä

by Çréla Raghunä

saptähaà murajit-karämbuja-paribhräjat kaniñöäìguliprodyad-valgu-varäöakoparimilan-mugdha-dvirepho pi yaù
päthaù-kñepaka-çakra-nakra-mukhataù kroòe vrajaà dräg apät
kas taà gokula-bändhavaà giri-varaà govardhanaà näçrayet (1)
Govardhana is he who, while resting upon the whorl-like little finger of Çré Kåñëas
lotus hand like an enamored bumblebee for one week, protected Vraja from the frightful rains
which poured forth from the mouth of the crocodile - Indra. Who would not render service to
the best of mountains Govardhana, the dearest friend of Gokula?
indratve nibhåtaà gaväà suranadé-toyena dénätmanä
çakreëänugatä cakära surabhir yenäbhiñekaà hareù
yat-kacche jani tena nandita-janaà govinda kuëòaà kåté
kas taà go-nikarendra paööa-çikharaà govardhanaà näçrayet (2)
Realizing that Çré Kåñëa had protected Gokula by lifting Govardhana, Surabhi, who
had been brought there by Indra, established Kåñëa as the lord of the cows, by bathing Him in
Gaìgä water at a nearby solitary place. The water from this bathing ceremony became Govindakuëòa, which even today gives great delight to everyones eyes. What intelligent person would
not take shelter of that Govardhana, the place where Vrajendra-nandana enjoyed resting?
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äçraya-daçakam

ätha Däsa Gosvämé

svar-dhuny-ädi-vareëya-tértha-gaëato hådyäny ajasraà hareù
séri-brahma-haräpsaraù-priyaka-tat-çré-däna-kuëòäny api
prema-kñema-ruci-pradäni parito bhräjanti yasya vraté
kas taà mänya-munéndra-varëita-guëaà govardhanaà näçrayet (3)
His glories are so great that he is to be embraced within the heart more than the
tirthas (holy places), such as Gaìgä, etc. He bestows bhakti, supreme auspiciousness, and prema. He is loved by Çré Kåñëa, Baladeva, Brahmä, Çiva, and the Apsaräs;
he is splendorously encircled by many ponds, headed by Çré Däna-kuëòa; and his
glories were sung in a special way by the most venerated sage, Çré Çukadeva. What
person who strictly adheres to their spiritual vows would not take shelter of that
Govardhana?
jyotsnämokñaëa-mälya-hära-sumano-gauré-baläri-dhvajä
gändharvädi-saräàsi nirjhara-giriù çåìgära-siàhäsanam
gopälo pi hari-sthalaà harir api sphürjanti yat-sarvatah
kas taà go-måga-pakñi-våkña lalitaà govardhanaà näçrayet (4)
He is decorated with many waterfalls, and is wonderfully surrounded by
numerous ponds, named Jyotsnä, Mokñaëa, Mälyahära, Sumanaù, Gauré, Baläridhvajä, and Gändharva. He serves as a siàhäsana for Çré Rädhä-Kåñëas çåëgärarasa pastimes, and provides the setting where Svayaà Bhagavän Himself enjoys
pastimes as a cowherd boy. He is so charming, due to the presence of many cows,
deer, birds, and trees, that He has become the topmost nourisher of Kåñëas pastimes.
Who would not take shelter of that Govardhana?
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gaìgä-koöy adhikaà bakäri-pada-järiñöäri-kuëòaà vahan
bhaktyä yaù çirasä natena satataà preyän çiväd apy abhüt
rädhä-kuëòa-maëià tathaiva murajit-prauòha-prasädaà dadhat
preyaù-stavyatamo bhavat ka iha taà govardhanaà näçrayet (5)
Govardhana is more venerable than even Çré Mahädeva. This is because
he devoutly carries on his bowed head the pond which manifested from Çré
Kåñëas lotus feet, Çyäma-kuëòa, and the priceless jewel Çré Rädhä-kuëòa,
which is superior to even millions of Gaìgäs. He is highly worshipable to
the devotees, due to being the perpetual object of Kåñëas favor. Who in
this world would not take shelter of that Govardhana?
yasyäà mädhava-näviko rasavatém ädhäya rädhäà tarau
madhye cañcala-keli-päta-valanät träsaiù stuvatyäs tataù
sväbhéñöaà paëam ädadhe vahati sä yasmin mano-jähnavé
kas taà tan nava-dampaté-pratibhuvaà-govardhanaà näçrayet (6)
Becoming a boatman, and seating the rasa-filled Çrématé Rädhikä
in His boat, Çré Kåñëa steered the boat into the middle of turbulent waters.
When Rädhikä became fearful due to the shaking of the boat, and prayed
to Him for protection, He collected from Her as a rescue-fee the fulfillment
of His amorous desires. Mänasa-Gaìgä, the river where this pastime took
place, always flows at Govardhana, who facilitates the meeting of the
youthful Divine Couple. What pious person would not take shelter of that
Govardhana?
räse çré-çata-vandya-sundara-sakhé våndäñcitä saurabhabhräjat-kåñëa-rasäla-bähu-vilasat-kaëöhé madhau mädhavé
rädhä nåtyati yatra cäru valate räsa-sthalé sä parä
yasmin kaù sukåté tam unnatam aye govardhanaà näçrayet (7)
Surrounded by extremely beautiful sakhés who are worshipable for
hundreds and hundreds of Lakñmés, and embellished with Çré Kåñëas brilliantly fragrant arms around Her neck, Çrématé Rädhikä, the beloved of
Mädhava, danced in the räsa-léla during madhu mäsa, the spring season.
Even today that place is celebrated as the second räsa-sthalé. What pious
person would not take shelter of that Govardhana, the place of such exalted pastimes?
yatra svéya-gaëasya vikrama-bhåtä väca muhuh phullatoh
smera krüra-dåganta-vibhrama-çaraiù çaçvan mitho viddhayoù
tad yünor nava-däna-såñöija-kalir bhaìgyä hasan jåmbhate
kas taà tat-påthu-keli-sücana çilaà govardhanaà näçrayet (8)
Govardhana is where Çré Rädhä-Kåñëa, pleased by the audacious
words of Their friends, and repeatedly pierced by each others laughter as
well as by the showers of Their arrow-like sidelong-glances, displayed the
ever-fresh lélä of the tax quarrel, and where the entire atmosphere vibrates
with the bliss of Their ever-new pastimes. Who would not take shelter of
that Govardhana?
çrédämädi-vayasya-sañcaya-våtaù saìkarñaëenollasan
yäsmin go-caya-cäru-cäraëa-paro réréti gäyaty asau
raìge güòha-guhäsu ca prathayati smära-kriyäà rädhayä
kas taà saubhaga-bhüsitäñcita-tanuà govardhanaà näçrayet (9)
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Govardhana is where Çré Kåñëa, accompanied by Baladeva, Çrédäma
and other friends, took the cows out to graze and sang ré, ré in a sweet
voice. Govardhana is where, after making an arena of amorous battle
within a secluded cave, Kåñëa enjoyed Cupids sports with Çrématé
Rädhikä. Who would not take shelter of such an immensely fortunate
Govardhana?
kälindéà tapanodbhaväà giri-gaëän aty-unnämac-chekharän
çré-våndävipinaà janepsita-dharaà nandéçvaraà cäçrayam
hitvä yaà pratipürjayan vraja-kåte mänaà mukundo dadau
kas taà çåìgi-kiréöinaà giri-nåpaà govardhanaà näçrayet (10)
Neglecting the sun-gods daughter Yamunä, other very high
mountains and Nandéçvara, which is the shelter of the residents of Vraja
and the fulfiller of their hearts desires, Çré Kåñëa honored and worshipped Govardhana, the crown-jewel of mountains, for the protection
of Våndävana. Who would not take shelter of that Govardhana?
tasmin väsadam asya ramya-daçakaà govardhanasyeha yat
prädurbhütam idaà yadéya-kåpayä jérëändha-vakträd apy
tasyodyad-guëa-våëda-bandhura-khaner jévätu-rüpasy tat
toñäyäpi alaà bhavatv iti phalaà pakvaà-mayä mågyate (11)
May this daçaka (poem of ten verses) satisfy that most elevated,
exalted jewel and the all-in-all of my life, my Gurudeva Çré Rüpa
Gosvämé. It is by his mercy that this daçaka, which grants one residence
near the extraordinarily beautiful Giriräja Govardhana, has manifested
from the mouth of such an old and blind man as myself.

•
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Çré Guru-bhakti
by Çréla Saccidänanda Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura

T

he jéva, blinded by the delusion of mäyä, and
bound in the wide-spread network of material
existence, wanders here and there. Having been captivated in the hope of happiness, he searches for such
happiness in knowledge, intelligence, wealth, honour, etc., but
by no means can he make himself
happy. In this way many lives of
the jévas pass. As a result of
earning stocks of sukåti in many
births, çraddhä for bhajana is transmitted within the heart of the jéva.
Only in bhajana is there any
possibility of his attaining
happiness. Çré Kåñëa is Svayaà
Bhagavän, and the jévas are His
eternal servants. Çraddhä is the
very strong and determined faith
that, by performing bhakti unto
Çré Kåñëa, all the sufferings of the
jéva are dispelled, and he becomes
situated in kåñëa-däsya, his
constitutional position. Possessing such çraddhä, the jéva very
soon takes the shelter of the lotus
feet of a sad-guru. Then, by virtue
of Çré Gurus grace alone, he attains all types of perfection.
The boundlessly merciful Vaiñëavas are the
supreme friends of the fallen jévas in this world.
Knowing the jévas to be averse to Kåñëa, they preach
bhakti-tattva to them. Developing çraddhä in bhaktitattva, the jévas take shelter of a Vaiñëavas lotus feet.
As Çré Guru, he now instructs them on bhagavadbhajana. When the disciple exhibits suitable qualification, having developed singleness in purpose and
expertise in bhajana, Çré Guru bestows his mercy
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upon him by granting the power to view the storehouse of transcendenceÇré Kåñëa. Such is the endless mercy of the Vaiñëavas. As Çré Gurudeva, the
Vaiñëava blesses the extremely fallen and insignificant jéva, who is filled with
hundreds of anarthas, tormented
by mäyä in various forms, and
completely drowned in the ocean
of material existence, with a
place at his feet. He himself
accepts the burden of this jévas
life, which presently is devoid of
bhajana. By the example of his
own supremely pure character
and strong bhajana, Çré Guru
captivates him and transmits
potency into his heart. The disciple imbibes this strength and
gradually moves forward along
the path of bhajana. There is,
indeed, no extent to the unlimited mercy of such a Guru. It is
endless and wonderful, and for
this reason Narottama Öhäkura
Mahäçaya has written:
çré guru karuëä-sindhu, adhama janära bandhu,
lokanätha lokera jévana
hä hä prabhu kara doyä, deho more pada-chäyä,
ebe jaça ghuñuka tribhuvana1
cakñu-däna dilä jei, janme janme prabhu sei,
divya-jïäna håde prakäçito
prema-bhakti jähä hoite, avidyä vinäça jäte,
vede gäya jahära carito2
Çré Guru can be distinguished according to his
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Gurudeva is an ocean of mercy, the friend of the fallen, the life and soul of everyone. O master, be merciful! O Gurudeva,
give me the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is spread all over the three worlds.
1

He gives me the gift of transcendental vision and enlightens my heart with divine knowledge. He is my master birth after
birth. From him emanates prema-bhakti, divine loving devotion, by which ignorance is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing
of his character.
2
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two functions as dékñä-guru and çikñä-guru. Dékñäguru is he from whom the mantra is obtained, and
çikñä-guru is he from whom bhajana-çikñä, instruction on how to progress along the devotional path,
is received. A disciple should show equal respect to
both, and he should understand that both are the
manifestation of Kåñëas çakti. If he maintains a different opinion towards them, the disciple will be an
offender.
In Çré Caitanya-caritämåta (Ädi, 1.44-45.47) it is
said:

bhakta (a supremely pure devotee), and the best
among the bhagavatas is alone the guru of the jévas.
And only that disciple who is free from sins, who is
pure-hearted and submissive is fit to receive instruction. If this advice is ignored, surely anarthas will
appear on the path of devotion.
Çréman Mahäprabhu has said in His own
words: yei kåñëa-tattva-vettä sei guru haya and guru
yatha bhakti çunya tatha çiñya-ganaHe who is enlightened in the science of Kåñëa is Guru, and
Where the Guru is without
Simply by his desire, bhakti, his disciples will be the
yadyapi ämära gurucaitanyera däsa
same. Çré Caitanya Mahä3
tathäpi jäniye ämi täëhära prakäça
that Gurudeva
prabhus words always remain
true in all respects; in this there
guru kåñëa-rüpa hana çästrera pramäëe
who is the topmost
guru rüpe kåñëa kåpä karena bhaktais no doubt.
gaëe4
It is said in the çästra that
of bhagavatas
the guru will examine the
çikñä-guruke ta jäni kåñëera svarüpa
can transmit potency disciple for a considerable
antaryämé bhakta, çreñöhaei dui rüpa5
amount of time, and the disciple
within the heart
To consider Gurudeva to be
will also observe the gurus chardirectly the Supreme Personality of
acter. In this manner, after underof the disciple
Godhead is an offensive mentality,
standing the purity of each other,
because such an idea leads to the
both of them will establish a reand thus make him
conception of the jévas oneness with
lationship. The guru-disciple
Éçvaralike that of a mäyävädé.
relationship is not only for a few
a param-bhagavat.
However, if one performs bhakti with
days; it will continue to exist
Naturally, however, even after this life. If the disciple
the understanding that Çré Guru is the
special manifestation of Çré Bhagavän
cannot take shelter of a sad-guru,
such inclination
Himself, or His çakti, then there will
(even after having searched with
be no fault. Çré Bhagavän, who is the
great care), then he becomes
does not arise
embodiment of prema, has manifested
deviated from the path of the suHimself within Çré Gurudeva and has
preme goal due to the fault of
in Çré Gurudeva
given me initiation. If this thought
neglect. If the guru is unfit, the
to instill that potency disciple, having abandoned him,
remains in the mind of the disciple,
he will be blessed. He will then
should accept a sad-guru. If the
in an unfit disciple. disciple is fallen, and Çré Guru is
nurture firm faith in the words of Çré
Guru and develop unshakeable
unable to reform him, he can give
devotion to him.
him up.
Those jévas who are possessed of faith should
It is appropriate for the disciple to follow with
take shelter of a sad-guru with great care and effort. determined faith whatever instruction is given to him
Having compiled information from various çästras, by Çré Gurudeva. If the disciple fails to do so, and
Vaiñëava äcärya Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé has given hears different instructions from various people, due
the symptoms of Çré Guru, and the symptoms of a to the fault of unnecessary hankerings, he will be
disciple, in his book Hari-bhakti-viläsa. The purport unable to do bhajana. If it appears that Çré Guru has
of all such words of çästra is that one who has a strong given an order contrary to çästra, then, with a simple
character stemming from bhakti, who is a viçuddha- heart, the disciple should express himself at his feet
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Although I know that my spiritual master is the servant of Çré Caitanya, I know him also to be a direct manifestation of the Lord.

3

According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the spiritual master is non-different from Kåñëa, who, in the form of
the spiritual master, delivers His devotees.
4

One should know the instructing spiritual master to be the personality of Kåñëa, who manifests Himself as the Supersoul and as
His greatest devotee.

5
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and then reconcile it with the words of çästra. However,
if one does not carry out Çré Gurudevas directions
with special care and firmness, the disciple by no
means can attain His mercy.
Simply by his desire, that Gurudeva who is the
topmost of bhagavatas can transmit potency within the
heart of the disciple and thus make him a paramabhagavat. Naturally, however, such inclination does not
arise in Çré Gurudeva to instill that potency in an unfit
disciple. That disciple who carries out the instructions
of Çré Guru with great vigilance soon becomes
qualified to receive the wealth of Gurus mercy. Only
then can he realize the real meaning of guru-kåpa.
As long as anarthas remain in the process of
bhajana, the disciple should continue to move forward
on the path of bhajana as instructed by Çré Gurudeva,
prudently following the laws and prohibitions of
çästra. When, by the mercy of Çré Gurudeva, one
crosses over the ocean of anarthas and arrives in the
realm of niñöha and ruci, Çré Gurus mercy flows very
forcefully. At that time Çré Gurudeva becomes the very
wealth of his life. Mamatä, possessiveness, appears in
the heart of the disciple towards his Gurudeva, and
gradually attachment towards bhajana increases. As
the attachment for bhajana increases, mamatä ripens
and expands, and an unprecedented däsya-rasa, service
mood towards Gurudeva, unfolds. At that time, with
great attention the disciple fully offers his life at the
feet of his Gurudeva.
As long as natural affection for Gurudeva does
not rise in the disciple, it is imperative for him to render
service unto Çré Gurudeva to obtain his mercy. To
fastidiously carry out the words of Çré Gurudeva is
his principal sevä. Many people do not exhibit any
determination to execute the instructions of Çré
Gurudeva. However, they seem to remain very busy
in some way or another, trying to massage the feet of
Çré Gurudeva or fanning him. If these services are done
with natural inborn affection, much benefit is derived.
However, if the disciple retains some insincerity within
the heart, which manifests as a hope that, By this
type of sevä I will become dear to Çré Gurudeva, then
it will not be at all helpful for him. One cannot become
dear to Gurudeva in that way. It is the carrying out of
the order of Gurudeva that confers great satisfaction
for the disciple. Massaging his feet and fanning him
are surely not bad. The result of that type of service is
that one develops the strength to follow the instructions of Çré Guru, and by that alone one obtains his
mercy. Self-satisfaction is ultimately achieved as a
result of the sevä which is performed with natural,
innate préti, or affection.

•

(Translated from Çré Gauòéya Patrika)
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W

e should have firm faith in the Divinity. We are absolute infinitesimals. We
require to associate ourselves with the
Absolute. If we show our diffidence to do so, we
are likely to be entangled in the ephemeral matters
of this world. Our friends are for a few days only.
They will leave us at any time when they are
called. All our efforts should tend towards the association of the Divinity and we should not undertake any work for our temporary purposes.
We are His dependents. Infinitesimals as we are,
we require to have our final place in Him. We
should carry out all our activities for His purpose
only. We should not think that we have any other
thing to do. Unlike the ordinary people, we
should only engage in the process of tending
everything to Him for His service. The external
gross body is meant to remain for a hundred years
and no more. Our mental speculations are
conducted during our present human form.
Although we have a very strong determination
to associate with the personal nature of things,
we are obliged to leave this mortal coil and to
cease our transactions with the external world.

e on the Absolute

(A talk to Mrs. Nora Morell of Germany on 9-1-36)
By Çré Çrémad Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura
Originally published in The Harmonist, January 20, 1936
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If we wish to associate ourselves with the Absolute, all non-absolute propaganda for our temporary purposes should be abandoned as far as possible; otherwise we will be led to become materialists
only. That non-absolute propaganda will instigate
us to entangle ourselves with worldly thoughts and
ideas and we will be thinking of physical developments instead of associating ourselves with the
Absolute. We are all absolutes though infinitesimally
small. Because we have shown diffidencewe have
proven our indolence to associate with Himso, like
shooting stars, we have been simply thrown off from
Him. We have rebelled against that Entity. To go back
to Him, it is essentially necessary that all our
associations and movements should tend to His
service.
First of all He should be designated. What is
He? What form should He have? How are we to go
back to Him? When we come to know that He keeps
Himself aloof from everything in this phenomenal
world, we feel the necessity of associating with Him.
This association can be had if we can eliminate the
external impediments, which are like screens, between the Absolute Infinity and the absolute
infinitesimals.
Our mental speculations should not be confused with that very thing. Our mental speculations
are meant for associating with the phenomenal objects. Some philosophers thought it fit that our mental speculations should tend to Him in His abstract
Form, instead of His personal nature, but here we
have got His personal feature for the purpose of
associating ourselves with Him. We cannot have this
association by any sort of privations. The phenomenal objects are undesirable things. Although they
have some effect on us, they are all transient and
will not hold good to us till the end of time. We do
not think, like materialists, that our existence will
cease. The materialists think that everything will
stop when we diethat all our troubles will end at
death. This miserable idea should be thrown off. We
should engage all our activities to associate ourselves with the Absolute, as we are absolute
infinitesimals. We are not the body, nor the mind,
nor the external atmosphere. We require disassociation from these. These undesirable situations should
be eliminated at all costs; otherwise, we will prove
ourselves to be meant for the ordinary purpose of
this world.
Lower animals are used as food by many people. In ancient times, when cannibalism was prevalent in the world, people used to take human flesh.
They thought that the human body was meant for
their consumption. Later on, when civilization made
12 RAYS OF THE HARMONIST

progress, people gave up cannibalism but went on
taking the flesh of lower animals. In India, persons
belonging to the higher castes do not take animal
food. The development of religious thoughts has
rather stopped the practice of cruelty to animals in
many ways. Science has now proved that vegetables too have life and can feel pain and pleasure.
But it is not meant that we should commit suicide
by abstaining from taking any food. This problem
is solved when food is meant for the purpose of the
Absolute.
Everything has come from Him, everything
will go back to Him, and everything is meant for
His service. All animate and inanimate objects have
come from Him and are meant for His service only.
If we purloin these things, we would be deceiving
the Absolute. We are absolute infinitesimals and are
deluded by the ordinary manifestive character of
mundane phenomena. We require to get rid of this
delusion. We require to have a peep into the Truth,
and that Truth must be had. If we are sincere, He
will expose Himself to our vision. Whatever we do,
we should do it for Himfor His eternal purpose,
instead of indulging ourselves in transitory transactions. Our function is not to carry on our works
for our purpose. We should not be the recipients of
the fruits of our enterprises. It is better for us that
whatever we do should be done in His favor and for
His service. We are servitors. If we keep dogs, we
would be servants of dogs; if we keep horses, we
would be servants of horses, and if we become altruists, we would be servants of human beings only.
But the Absolute should be served at all costs.
Most people are at a loss to understand what
they should do and what they are meant for. They
only see the superficial side of things. The external
side of things is quite deluding. As intelligent men,
we should be very careful. We require to penetrate
into everything properly. Our view should not be
obstructed by the morphological representation of
things, nor by the ontological, metaphysical side of
things.
The methodical arrangement of phenomena
should not be restricted to our ordinary purposes
of living only. We require a peaceful life. We do not
require to be troubled by the undesirable elements
of this world. Sometimes we find a little peace by
keeping rules and regulations and observing civic
principles, but we are again put into trouble by the
misunderstanding of the people from outside.
There is some agency working on the background which is not exposed to our present senses.
Our sensuous nerves are quite ineligible for the
purpose of associating with the Truth. The appear-

ance of thingsof devotion and truthoften de- Our inner impulse should be to have access to that
ceive us. The external features, the morphological region where all objects will offer us special opporand ontological phases of things, are sometimes tunity of having association with the Absolute. We
found to be detrimental to our cause when we re- should set apart some time to make progress toquire to come in touch with the Absolute. We have wards the investigation of Transcendence. Our purthe facility of the last ten thousand years experience. pose should be to associate with the Fullness, with
We can thus judge and discern the best method for the Eternity, with the purity, with the Best of desiraour adoption, instead of indulging ourselves in that bles, and not to mix with temporary things of deluway the people are transacting their business right sive nature. We should not have a crippled idea of
and left.
Godhead. We should wait
Our senses reciprocate
for the transcendental
Our inner impulse
with the objects of mundane
message to come to us in
phenomena, and superfull. We would have then an
should be to have access
sensuous or transcendental
opportunity to associate
to that region where all
objects are simply negwith Him.
lected. The eternal repreThere
are
three
objects
will
offer
us
sentations, the eternal manithoughts. First, the karmis or
festations and the eternal
fruit seekers think they
special opportunity of
aspects are fully neglected.
should work for the gratifihaving association with
We aspire to have the fullest
cation of their senses.
advantage of coming in
Secondly, the jïänis or
the Absolute. We should
touch with all desirable
impersonalists wish to
things, but in our present life
merge in the Absolute in orset apart some time to
we find that we are troubled
der to get rid of all troubles
make progress towards
by many distressful agents.
but always fail at the end.
We find that all these are
Thirdly, the devotees have
the investigation of
treacherous and only lead us
got a different determinato satisfy our senses. This
tion.
Transcendence.
non-absolute propaganda
We are very small.
should cease. Whatever we
Some overwhelming infludo, we should make it a
ence comes upon us and we
point that we should not be
are troubled. We should
diffident or indolent in
therefore take recourse to
offering our services to the
the Absolute Infinity. We
Absolute.
should not be acting like
The word absolute is
shooting stars in flying
explained in different ways.
away from Him, but we
We have experience of the
should go back to our
non-absolutes
and
original place. There the
undesirable objects of material phenomena, and our transcendental nature is eternally present, but here
very mind is found to be of a non-absolute nature. the phenomenal objects are meant for a few days
The mind discerns things only for the purpose of only. So we should have some eternal determinathe senses, but the Absolute is delineated as One tion and aim for guidance. We can ignore all these
Who has reserved the right of not being exposed to influences of nature, all influences of scientific dishuman senses. The human senses can mixor coveries, if only we have the mind to associate with
rather reciprocatewith phenomenal objects. If the the Absolute Whole.
Absolute were an object of mundane phenomena,
There are many things concealed, or hidden,
we would be lording it over Him. But that is not and not revealed to us, and these are to be received
appropriate. We should pose ourselves as His through our aural reception. Our auditory nerves
servitors. We should not think that we are enjoyers are to be allowed to be touched by sound waves from
and He is the predominated object of our enjoyment. the transcendental messenger so that we can make
He is never so.
progress towards that Transcendence. •
We are obliged to pass through undesirable
situations. We require to get rid of all these things.
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e know that one who has çakti, potency is indeed çaktimäna, the
possessor of çakti. Therefore, that
sound (word) which is endowed with çakti is
çaktimäna Himself. What is the doubt in this?
Since material sound is of an unconscious, inert
nature, its potency is limited and it cannot act
independently. However, sound vibration of the
transcendental world has inconceivable çakti.
Being free from any tinge or obstruction of mäyä,
transcendental sound is non-different from the
source of the sound Himself and, being
unprecedentedly potent, can accomplish that
which is extremely difficult to accomplish. In
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Çabdera Çakti
The Potency of Transcendental
Sound Vibration

By Çré Çrémad Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava Gosvämé Mahäräja

other words, it can make
the impossible possible. It is said in the scripture:

kali-käle näma-rüpe kåñëa-avatära
näma haite haya sarva-jagat-nistära2
(C.c. Ädi 17.22)

näma cintämaëiù kåñëaç
caitanya-rasa-vigrahaù
pürëaù çuddho nitya-mukto
bhinnatvän näma-näminoù1
(B.R.S. Eastern Wave 2/108)
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Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa has manifested Himself
in this world in the form of çabda-brahma. Çabda
brahma Çré Hari is a completely nirguëa entity. We
humans born in this world of the material modes
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1

The holy name of Kåñëa is a transcendentally blissful wish-fulfilling jewel, for it is Kåñëa Himself, the reservoir of all pleasure.
Kåñëas name is complete, and it is the form of all transcendental mellows. It is not a material name, it is not subject to any material
condition, and it is not less powerful than Kåñëa Himself. Since Kåñëas name is not contaminated by the material qualities, there is
no question of its being involved with mäyä. This is because the name of Kåñëa and Kåñëa Himself are identical.
2

In this Age of Kali, Çré Kåñëa has incarnated as His holy name, the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra. Simply by chanting the holy name,
one associates with the Lord directly. Anyone who does this is certainly delivered.
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○

of nature are, therefore, not able to realize Him,
nor are we able to experience His unlimited çakti
and sweetness. Being born of the material modes,
our material senses are specifically qualified to
experience only material form, taste, smell, sound
and touch. The substance which is born of
material modes, the senses, cannot help us to
approach the entity which is beyond the modes
Bhagavän. Therefore, by these material senses we
only experience mundane and temporary objects.
If, with our material senses, we remain absorbed
in worldliness, then it is completely impossible
for us to revive our conscious state. Therefore,
while not transgressing the limits of the bare
necessity of our association with material objects,
it is proper for us to strive in the direction of
realizing the nirguna entity. Is it improper for us
to remain restlessly anxious to realize our own
svarüpa as well as that of our ätmäs supreme
relatives, Hari, guru and Vaiñëavas? Will our
fellow friends not give any consideration to these
thoughts?
If one cannot develop his
consciousness to the state of his
constitutional po-
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sition, what is the benefit of his attaining human
birth?
It is said that realization of the nirguna-vastu,
transcendental reality, comes in only one way
through our ears. In order to bestow mercy upon
us, the spiritually enlivening and potent hari-kathä
or vaikuëöha-çabda from the lips of living and spiritually enlightened sädhus appears in this world
(the realm of human perception). If we wholeheartedly receive that Bhagavän coming in the
form of çabda through our ears, then, after passing
through the path of the ears, this çabda-brahma
enters the core of our heart. Then, having
completely destroyed the dirt and darkness of the
heart, He Himself undoubtedly establishes His
transcendentally pure throne therein.
The nirguna entity or sound can come to this
world of material modes out of His own sweet
will. That entity or sound appears in this material
realm for the supreme welfare of the whole world.
This vaikuëöha-çabda appears in this world by
means of çrauta patha, the guru paramparä. It floods
out as rivers through the lips of Çré
Gurudeva or Vaiñëava, both
of whom are the
embodiment of
saccidänanda
(spiritual
strength,

inert matter and born of material energy, is all
worldly. Material sound emerges from the
material sky, remains there for some period of
time, and finally merges back into the material
sky. This sound vibration will take us to hell.
This type of sound vibration pervades the
material sky for the purpose of sense
gratification, and it manifests only to put us in
trouble. Eating, drinking, sleeping, indulging
in sex and after that dying are the only activities
of this world. However, the sound which enters
into our ears through the çrauta patha, guru
paramparä, has such a super-mundane and
enchanting power that once it enters the heart
through the medium of the ears it causes the constitutional spiritual nature of the human being
to blossom. This transcendental sound comes to
this universe of fourteen planetary system, from
Vaikuëöha, after penetrating through
Brahmaloka. It liberates the jéva from mäyä, and
captivates him in the transcendental loving
service of Çré Bhagavän. Passing through Virajä
and Brahmaloka, it again takes him back to
Vaikuëöha. This is the çabda-çakti or potency of
the näma. Transcendental sound alone is the
worshipable entity, and the only support for each
and every jéva. Apart from surrendering to this
çabda-brahma, there is no other means of
deliverance or welfare for the jéva. Therefore,
Çréman Mahäprabhu has said:

The sound which enters
into our ears
through the çrauta patha,
guru paramparä,
has such a super-mundane
and enchanting power
that, once it enters the heart
through the medium of the ears,
it causes the constitutional
spiritual nature
of the human being
to blossom.
knowledge and bliss). Therefore, the spiritualized
tongue of the sädhu, which is chastely engaged
in bhagavata kértana, is called the mother of Çré
Näma.
Many people have the opinion that when this
nirguna sound comes to this world from the transcendental plane, it has to accept the form of an
entity born of the material modes. However, one
can easily understand that this speculative,
unchaste conception is anti-devotional and opposed to conclusive scriptural truths. The efforts
of such people to secretly establish the supremely
beautiful and all-potent controller of mäyä as
subordinate to mäyä, or to doubt the unlimited
all-potent nature of Çré Bhagavän, is the display
of their foolishness. Therefore, it is said that since
the supreme absolute reality as çabda-brahma is
the supreme independent autocrat, His transcendental nature is never lost. The sound vibration
emanating from the lips of a sädhu is fully conscious, spiritually enlivening, and unlimitedly
powerful. On the other hand, whatever is spoken
by people like us, whose senses are composed of
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hare kåñëa hare kåñëa kåñëa kåñëa hare hare
hare räma hare räma räma räma hare hare
prabhu kahe, kahiläma ei mahämantra
iha japa giyä sabe kariyä nirbandha3
(C.B. Madhya 23.76-77)
ihä haite sarva-siddhi haibe sabär
sarva kñaëa bala ithe vidhi nähi ära4
(C.B., Madhya 23.78)
ki bhojane ki sayane kibä jägaraëe
aharniça cinta kåñëa balaha vadane5
(C.B., Madhya 28.28)
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Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, I have given you this mahä-mantra. All of you should continue to chant a fixed number of rounds.
By chanting this mahä-mantra, every one of you will attain all types of perfection. Continue to chant at every moment. There are no
hard and fast rules for chanting.
5
While eating, sleeping or being awake, day and night, you should engage your mind in thinking about Kåñëa and your mouth in
chanting His name.
3
4
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from whom the
Therefore,
spiritually enliour foremost duty
vening harikathä is maniis to give
festing. In this
world there are
full attention
läkhs and läkhs
to that source,
of societies,
whose memthe self-realized soul
bers are simply
(whose intrinsic
exercising their
tongues and
function
minds in anusvara-visarga,
of loving Kåñëa
the matter of
has fully awakened)
grammar and
punctuation [ie.
from whom
they are wastthe spiritually
ing their energies in
enlivening
grammatical calhari-kathä
culation].
is manifesting.
T h e y
cannot
realize the real meaning of the spiritually
enlivening sound coming down from
paravyomathe spiritual sky. Despite acting
as speakers of hari-kathä, day by day they are
drowning in the pool of sense enjoyment. Hence,
it is imperative to completely give up bad
association, asädhu saìga, and discuss scripture
(çabda-brahma) in sädhu saìga. As the çästra says:

kåñëa-mantra haite habe saàsära-mocana
kåñëa-näma haite päbe kåñëera caraëa6
(C.c. Ädi 7.73)
kali-käle näma-rüpe kåñëa-avatära
näma haite haya sarva-jagat-nistära7
(C.c. Ädi 17.22)
näma binä kali käle nähi ära dharma
sarva mantra sära näma ei çastra marma8
(C.c. Ädi 7.74)
kubuddhi chäòiyä kara çravaëa-kértana
aciräte päbe tabe kåñëa-prema dhana9
(C.c. Antya 4.65)
By neglecting or remaining indifferent to this
çabda-brahma, and by
showing ones courage
by adopting the
impure sound of
this mundane
world, one will
definitely be put
into trouble. If
one is not fortunate enough,
he cannot understand the glories
of this çabda. Unfortunate persons
think that they have
heard hari-kathä. In the real
sense, however, they have not heard
at all. They are completely deceived. If, by good
fortune, we develop a service attitude for bhajanéya
vastu Çré Bhagavän, only then will this hari-kathä
enter our ears. In other words, only then can we
hear it, retain it, and understand it. Therefore,
our foremost duty is to give full attention to that
source, the self-realized soul (whose intrinsic
function of loving Kåñëa has fully awaken-ed),
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tato duùsaìgam utsåjya
satsu sajjeta buddhimän
santa eväsya chindanti
mano-vyäsaìgam uktibhiù10
(Ç.B.11.26.26)
(Translated from Çré Gauòéya Patrika)
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By chanting the Kåñëa-mantra one can obtain freedom from material existence. By chanting Kåñëas name, one will attain His
lotus feet.
7
In this Age of Kali, Çré Kåñëa has appeared as His holy name. By chanting the holy name, one associates with the Lord directly.
Anyone who does this is certainly delivered.
8
In this Age of Kali there is no religious principle other than the chanting of the holy name, which is the essence of all Vedic
mantras. This is the purport of all scriptures.
9
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu told Çré Sanätana Gosvämé, Give up all your illogical, anti-devotional thoughts, for they are unfavorable
for getting shelter at the lotus feet of Kåñëa. Meticulously engage yourself in chanting and hearing. By this, you will very soon
achieve the supreme wealthKåñëa prema.
10
An intelligent person should therefore reject all bad association, and instead take the association of saintly devotees whose
words cut off the excessive material attachment of ones mind.
6
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○

Çré Dämodaräñöakam
Explanation of the Fifth Verse
by Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Vämana Gosvämé Mahäräja
idaà te mukhämbhojan avyakta-nélairvåtaà kuntalaiù snigdha-raktaiç ca gopyä
muhuç cumbitaà bimba-raktädharaà me
manasy ävirästäm alaà lakña-läbhaiù

He deva! Your extremely blackish (dark blue) lotus face, covered by Your glossy and slightly
reddish curling locks, is kissed by Yaçodä Maiyä over and over again. May Your supremely
captivating lotus face, which is beautified by Your lips as red as ripe bimba fruits, always
remain manifest in my heart. Millions of other attainments are useless to me. (Çloka 5)

Ç
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réla Sanätana Gosvämé explains in his
commentary:

Among all the limbs of Kåñëas Çré Vigraha,
Satyavrata Muni is particularly interested to see His
supremely enchanting lotus face. To reveal this
inner desire, he speaks the çloka beginning with
idaà te...
Satyavrata Muni desires to have the darçana of
Çré Vigraha (the form of Bhagavän). Among various
forms, he is desirous to see this particular murti and
not any other, and he is clearly expressing this to
Bhagavän. In having darçana of Bhagavän, there are
two considerations. In one instance, the devotee
prays to Bhagavän to show him that murti which
he is qualified to see. The other case is when the
devotee has already decided which particular form
he wants to see. When they clearly express their
desires for a particular form, it is suggestive. A
question may be raised here. Does such a
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suggestion or proposal not show a lack of meaning can also be accepted: May that lotus face
surrender? The answer is no. They are always remain manifest in my mind. May it remain
expressing such desire with the help of that intelli- manifest forever in my mind and not disappear
gence which is bestowed by Bhagavän alone. If from therenot even for a moment.
they speak anything without using the intelligence
Does such a stage come in the life of a bhakta?
bestowed by Bhagavän, it will be erroneous. Yes, it comes.
However, if they speak anything using the
grämya-kathä nä çunibe, grämya-värtä nä kahibe
intelligence granted by Bhagavän, it is fully
bhäla nä khäibe ära bhäla nä paribe
appropriate. We have to understand this factor.
amäni
mänada häña kåñëa-näma sadä labe
Anything devoid of anugatya, being under the
vraje rädhä kåñëa-sevä-mänase karibe 1
guidance of the guru and guru-paramparä, will be a
(C.c. Antya 6.236)
hindrance in ones progress or advancement of
bhakti.
What is the reason for using
Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé further
the
word sadä (forever) here?
says, Sometimes in his deep
Does
it mean that the
meditation, Satyavrata Muni
bhaktas
never eat or sleep?
experienced the indescribAt least they have to
able beauty and sweetness
take rest for 2 to 4
of his iñöa (worshipable
daëòas. How they
Deity)
through
a
will take rest in this
momentary
vision.
case? When they
Mukhämbhojam. Your
rest, how do they
face is like a very
perform harinäma?
beautiful, fully blosThose who are able
somed lotus, which
to
keep Bhagavän
steals away all types of
on
the
path of their
suffering and is the
r
e
m
e
m
brance
embodiment of sutwenty-four
hours a
premely blissful rasa. May
day
are
Vaiñëavas
this lotus face appear in
they are guru. The
my mind time and again.
parameter
is set like this.
What are the chaThis
instruction
is given for
racteristics of that lotus face? He
all
of
us.
In
no
circumstance
continues, That face is supremely
should we forget Bhagavän for even
blackish, and is covered by snigdha, soft,
a
moment.
glossy and curling locks of hair. Just as the lotus is
Vraje rädhä kåñëa-sevä-mänase karibe How
constantly hovered over by
shall we do this? Our mind
bumblebees, Your lotus
is very wicked and
Those
to keep
keepBhagavän
Bhagavän
face is covered by curly
Thosewho
who are
are able to
uncontrolled. How is it
locks. It is kissed over and
possible? It is said that
on
the
path
of
their
remembrance
on
the
path
their
remembrance
over again by a gopé, Çré
even in our dreams we
Yaçodä (or Çré Rädhä). May twenty-four
day are
areVaiñëavas
Vaiñëavas should see Rädhätwenty-fourhours
hours a day
that lotus face, which is
setlike
likethis.
this. Govinda. But what do I
repeatedly kissed by the they
theyare
areguru.
guru. The
The parameter isisset
see in my dreams? A
supremely fortunate Çré
snake, a fish, a leopard, a
This
instruction
is
given
for
all
of
us.
This
instruction
is
for
all
of
us.
Yaçodä, appear in my mind
bear, etc. When does
even one time.
InInno
should we
weforget
forget
nocircumstance
circumstance should
Bhagavän come in my
The
word
sadä
dreams? How shall I have
Bhagavän
even aamoment.
moment.
(forever) is mentioned in
Bhagavän for
for even
His darçana? How shall I
the previous verse. When
have
His
constant
applied in this verse, the
1

Do not talk about worldly matters, and do not hear about them. You should not eat very palatable food, nor should you dress very
nicely. Do not expect honor for yourself, but offer all respect to others. Always chant the holy name of Çré Kåñëa, and within your mind
render service to Rädhä and Kåñëa in Våndävana.
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remembrance like an unbroken flow of oil? Bhaktas raktädharaà. This means one whose two lips are as
are able to remember, and abhaktas (non-devotees) red as the bimba fruit. He prays, May that lotus face
are not. Remembrance occurs for one who is a appear in my mind. Only then will I feel blessed.
realized soul. Only the nitya-siddha or nityä-mukta Lakña-läbhaiùläkhs and läkhs of other types of
mahätmas, whose citta-våtti, inclination of the mind, attainments and gains are useless for me. The
is like this, can have constant remembrance. They topmost attainment for Satyavrata Muni, for whom
remember Him and have darçana of His lélä at all läkhs and läkhs of other goals are insignificant, is that
times. It is not possible for an ordinary human be- lotus face of Kåñëa which is kissed by the greatly
ing.
fortunate Yaçodä. His desire is that this beautiful
Añöa prahar yäma sevä, service in the eightfold face may appear in his heart.
pastimes of the Divine Couple, is possible for those
We, the conditioned souls of this world, do not
who keep Bhagavän in their hearts for añöa prahar perform any activity without foreseeing a reward
(24 hours), and do not leave Him even for a moment. or hope of profit in it. If profit is foreseen by us, we
Only for such a person is añöa prahar yäma sevä endeavor to advance in that field of activity. This is
recommended. Those who perform yäma sevä will the rule of enterprises. I have started a business. I
also perform smaraëa (remembrance). Such persons must earn profit, and I should not experience loss.
are very rare. As far as we are concerned, we have
Çästras make us understand that we will not
not even properly undergone the
always be able to get profit by deprocesses of çravaëa and kértana.
By the influence siring it. While desiring to earn profit
Without that, how is smaraëa possible?
in business, many times we have to
of kértana,
For us such adhikära (qualification) has
bear loss. This should also be kept
not yet come. If we can properly
in mind. Then what shall I do? Çästra
one will be able says: upayam cintayet prajñaù
perform çravaëa and kértana, then we
can do smaraëa. Çréla Prabhupäda
tvapäyamapi cintayet. Just as we think
to do smaraëa.
Sarasvaté Öhäkura, in the poem
about the means for success, those
We cannot bring who are wise also consider the illVaiñëava Ke, gives instruction to the
mind. He has said, kértana-prabhäve,
effects. At all times, good and bad,
remembrance
smaraëa haibe. By the influence of
favorable and unfavorable, are to be
kértana, one will be able to do smaraëa. forcefully, that is, considered well in advance. Then
We cannot bring remembrance
only will any activity be executed
without
kértana.
forcefully, that is, without kértana.
perfectly, and this is confirmed in
Just as by performing sädhanaçastra.
bhajana, by performing worship of Kåñëa, vairägya,
karmäëy ärabhamäëänaà
renunciation, comes on its own, remembrance is
duùkha-hatyai sukhäya ca
exactly like that. It cannot be brought through any
paçyet päka-viparyäsaà
artificial means or conceptions. It will come
mithuné-cäriëäà nåëäm 3
automatically by following the process.
(Bhäg. 11.3.18 )
väsudeve bhagavati
In this world, all of us perform karma, rewardbhakti-yogaù prayojitaù
seeking activity, but not everyone gets the same type
janayaty äçu vairägyaà
of result at all times. We desire more, but achieve
jïänaà ca yad ahaitukam2
less. Then what should we do? What is the purpose
(Bhäg. 1.2.7)
of performing karma? All of us know that we
Here vairägya and jïäna are not mentioned as perform karma for two reasons, as we desire two
limbs of bhakti. However, those who engage in bhakti types of results: dukùa-hatyai sukùäya ca. All my
will naturally develop them. We have to understand suffering and pains may be eradicated, and I may
this concept.
attain happiness and peace. All of us know this.
Satyavrata Muni further glorifies the lotus face But çästras inform us that, despite desiring in such
of Bhagavän by using another adjectivebimba- a way, it will not always happen as we want. paçyet
2
By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa, one immediately acquires causeless knowledge and
detachment from the world.

3

Accepting the roles of male and female in human society, the conditioned souls unite in sexual relationships. Thus, they constantly
make material endeavors to eliminate their unhappiness and unlimitedly increase their pleasure. But one should see that they
inevitably achieve exactly the opposite result. In other words, their happiness inevitably vanishes, and as they grow older their
material discomfort increases.
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päkaviparyasaà. The result may be exactly the
opposite. This should be understood from the very
beginning. We desire something very grand, and
if we do not achieve it, and we undergo loss, we
can die of heart failure.
Do not die like this. You are a jéva whose
dharma is to search for the eternal life. You should
live according to the occupation of your ätmä. We
have not come to die; we have come to save ourselves
to enjoy eternal life. What is the meaning of saving
ourselves? Çånvantu viçve amåtasya putraù. I am the
son of ämåta, immortality personified. Therefore, I
have to live an eternal lifenot a temporary life full
of death.
A question comes: Why do we not want to
die? This is answered in the scriptures. Bhagavän
is inexhaustible, eternal and immortal. The jivätmä
is also inexhaustible and immortal. Therefore, we
do not want to die. Sometimes, being troubled by
worldly sufferings and pains, we say out of frustration and anger that we want to die.
aie mätra bhikñä dau hari / äja yena ekebäre mari
bhägyavän täòätäòi mare / abhägäre yame bhaya kare4
These are the expressions of worldly poets.
However, their expressions are only verbal, and are
not from the inner heart. From the core of our heart,
no one of us wants to die. Why not? The jévätmä is
inexhaustible and eternal, and, therefore, there is
no question of its death. The suicidal cases which
occur these days are simply incidental; no one ever
wishes to die.
Once an old lady was making efforts to die.
She had no one in this world. She used to maintain
herself by collecting wood from the forest, and, after
selling it in the market, she would use that money
to make offerings for her Öhäkurajé and accept the
remnants. She once collected a lot of dry wood and
tied them in a bundle, but in that forest there was
no one to help her lift that bundle on her head. She
thus condemned her life. She thought, How is it
possible to live amidst such sufferings? He Yamaräja,
where are you? Please take me with you! When

she repeated this twice or thrice from the core of
her heart, Yamaräja personally came before her.
He said, O my dear old mother, in this world no
one likes me, nor does anyone ever call me. Why
have you called me with such great earnestness?
The old lady replied, Since you have come here,
please lift this bundle and put it on my head.
Yamaräja asked with anger, Have you called me
simply for this? No one calls me for such petty
things, nor is anyone able to see me with these
two eyes. I am Yamaräja. However, as you are
asking, I am putting this bundle on your head.
After that, Yamaräja left. Did the old lady really
want to die? Never.
Many such examples are there in the çästra. One
poet has spoken:
marna re tuhu mora çyäma samäna
marite cähina ämi sunder bhuvane5
Many people talk like this, but the reality is
that no one in this world wants to die. This is because
we are actually part and parcel of Bhagavän, who is
inexhaustible and eternal. We atomic conscious
entities emanate from the infinite conscious entity,
Bhagavän. Therefore, we dont want to die.
We have to perform sädhana bhajana to attain
Bhagavän. This is all right, but how shall we do this?
How many ways are there? How quickly we can
enter it? We have to understand all such processes.
However, particularly in the age of Kali, the only
process is näma-sankértana.
harer näma harer näma
harer nämaiva kevalam
kalau nästy eva nästy eva
nästy eva gatir anyathä6
(Båhad Näradéya 38/126)
kåñëa näma bhaja jéva ära saba micche
paläite path nähi yama äcche picche7
sädhu saìga kåñëa näma aie mätra cähi
sämsära jinite äre kona vastu nähi8
aei ghora samsäre, paòiyä mänav nä päye dukhera çesa
(Translated from Çré Gauòéya Patrika) •
sädhu saìga kari, hari bhaje yadi, tabe anta haye kleça9

O Lord Hari, I only want to beg You that I may die immediately and not suffer as I die. Those who are fortunate die very quickly,
while those who are unfortunate (impious)even Yamaräja is afraid of them.
5
Hey Death! For me you are like Çyäma (I want to embrace you); however, seeing the beauty and allurement of this world I dont feel
like dying.
6
In this age of Kali there is no other means, no other means, no means for self-realization other than chanting the holy name,
chanting the holy name, chanting the holy name of Lord Hari.
7
O jévä! Engage yourself in kåñëa-näma bhajana, because everything else in this world is false. If you think that you can live happily
by avoiding kåñëa-bhajana, it is your foolishness. Yamaräja is always chasing you.
8
I only want sädhu saìga and kåñëa-näma. Except for this, there is no other means to conquer over this material world.
9
The jévä, fallen in this fiercesome material existence, is undergoing unlimited miseries. If, however, he performs hari-bhajana in the
association of sädhus, then only can his sufferings be stopped.
4
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What
our

is

Duty?

A lecture given by Pujyapäda
Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Trivikrama Mahäräja
Kartika, 20.10.96, Våndävana

F

irst of all, I want to present one idea to you.
Although machines are good for nothing in
the spiritual world, you are always using machines.
It is the main source of your spiritual sädhana. You
are trying to get spiritual education with the help
of a tape, but it is not useful in spiritual life. You
cannot accept this. You are always trying to record
it, and practise it as you practise singing sa re ga ma,
sa re ga ma. It is all right, the tune is good, but it is
not in the spiritual world. This sort of sädhana is
good for nothing in the spiritual world. Spiritual
life depends on spiritual objects, not on the material
machine. It cannot help you realize çästras like
Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Has Çukadeva Gosvämé taped
the words of Vyäsadeva?
We are reading Çrémad-Bhägavatam but we
cannot understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam by reading
only. If you hear sounds uttered by any Vaiñëava,
you cannot give your heart unless and until you are
graced by that devotee. Understanding is attainable
only by the grace of that devoteenot by imitation.
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Mother Yaçodä calls Çré Kåñëa, Lälä, äjao. My
dear child, come here. He immediately comes.
You can tape this sound and utter it by practise as
performed by a singer. You can utter the exact
sound, but will Kåñëa come by that sound? What
is the fault? What is it lacking? Bhakti, devotion.
Utterance is useful only if it is mixed with
devotion. It is useless by simply taping, or by
simply reading çästras. I can present one incident
concerning Lord Kåñëa. In Våndävana He used to
go with the other boys to take the cows to the
grazing fields. Once the sakhäs told Him, You
always show us Your power. You can kill rakñasas
and ghosts, but can You kill that demon who is
now pinching our belly? We are very hungry. Can
you remove him? Kåñëa told them, Yes, if you act
according to my words, it can be done. You have
to go to that place where the brähmaëas are
presently performing sacrifices. Go there and tell
them that Çré Balaräma and I have come here, and
we are very hungry.
The cowherd boys did as Kåñëa suggested,
and begged some food from those brähmaëas.
However, the brähmaëas paid no attention to the
boys words. They thought, We are brähmaëas.
We are performing a sacrifice. We are trying to
feed Kåñëa by this sacrifice. Although Kåñëa was
personally begging food from them, they could
not understand what they should do.
Disheartened, the boys returned.
They said, Now we are feeling more hungry
by coming and going such a long distance. Then
Kåñëa requested them, Try a second time. This time
you will not be refused. You will be successful. Go
to the wives of those brähmaëas. But this time you
should first mention My name, not Baladeva
Prabhus name. These ladies have more regard for
Me than for Baladeva.
The boys went there and told everything to the
wives of the brähmaëas. Hearing that Kåñëa had
come, and that He was begging something to eat
because He was hungry, they became deeply moved.
They took the best food from their kitchens and
started on their way. The brähmaëas checked them
by saying, What is this? Our wives are running on
the road! They did not take permission from us, and
still they are going! They immediately stopped their
sacrifice and came to the road, saying, We have not
given you any permission to go anywhere. Why are
you leaving?
Their wives replied, There is no necessity to

take permission from you in this case. We are going
to Lord Kåñëa. We were always performing sacrifice
only for Him! We will not hear any objection. This
time we will not obey you. You cannot save us from
death, but Kåñëa alone can save everyone. A father
cannot save even his son from death, but all of us
are saved by Kåñëa.
gurur na sa syät sva-jano na sa syät
pitä na sa syäj janané na sä syät
daivaà na tat syän na patiç ca sa syän
na mocayed yaù samupeta-måtyum1
(Ç.B. 5.5.18)
For this reason the prime duty is to serve Kåñëa
and no one else. Kåñëa tells in Géta:
sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja
ahaà tväà sarva-päpebhyo mokñayiñyämi mä çucaù2
(B.G.16.66)

1
One who cannot deliver his dependents from repeated birth and death should never become a guru, a relative, a father, mother,
demigod, or husband.
2
Abandon all varieties of religion and surrender unto Me. I shall protect you from all sinful reactions. Do not fear.

24 RAYS OF THE HARMONIST

assure you, you will not be disregarded by your
husbands. Indeed, you will be accepted. Quickly
go there.
The wives said, But how can we go back?
You should keep Your promise. Then we shall go.
You have said: yat gatvä na nivartante tad dhämam
paramam mama. If anybody comes to You, he never
returns. These are Your own words. So You cannot
tell us to go back now. You must keep Your word.
What was Kåñëas response to them? Do
not speak in this way. Indeed, you have served
Me, but you are not in a position to keep My
constant company.
The wives asked, Why do You speak like
this? Are we not fit to keep company with You
and Your gopés? Please consider that daily we are
offering You delicious food, mantras, arotika, and
other nice things.
Try to understand that in spite of so many
loving offerings, qualification to stay with Kåñëa
is not attained. More is required. We are always
wishing to keep company with Lord Kåñëa and
the gopés. But is it so easy? Devotees such as the
wives of the brähmaëas were refused. Even
Brahmä was afraid to stay in Våndävana; indeed,
even Uddhava was afraid. He was thinking, No,
I am not fit to keep company with Kåñëa. I would
be blessed if I
could become a
Try to understand that in
creeper here.
Then, ask yourspite of so many loving
One of the brähmaëas forcibly locked
self, Who am I?
offerings, qualification to
his wife in a room where she gave up her
There is so much
life and went to meet Kåñëa in that way.
sädhana bhajana to
stay with Kåñëa is not
However, the other brähmaëas wives did not
be performed.
pay attention to their husbands words and attained. More is required.
There is much
approached Kåñëa with their offerings of
sädhana left for us:
food. Kåñëa replied, You are doing the correct
ädau çraddhä tatha sädhuthing; no ill can come from this. Then Kåñëa,
saëgo tha bhajana-kriyä
Balaräma and all the boys ate their food. After
tato nartha-nivåttiù syat
eating, Kåñëa said to the wives of the brähmaëas,
tato niñöhä rucis tataù
Now you have to go back. Why? they replied,
We have come to You ignoring all our duties to
athäsaktis tato bhävas
our husbands, our parents and to our relatives. They
tataù premäbhyudañcati
will no longer accept us. How shall we go back to
sädhakänäm ayaà premëaù
them?
prädurbhäve bhavet kramaù3
Kåñëa replied, No, no, there is no offense on
your part. Look at the sky where the devatäs and
(B. R. S. 1.4.15-16)
the goddesses are. They approve of your actions. I
3

In the beginning there must be faith. Then one becomes interested in associating with pure devotees. Thereafter, one is initiated by
the spiritual master and executes the regulative principles under his orders. Thus, one is freed from all unwanted habits and
becomes firmly fixed in devotional service. Thereafter, one develops taste and attachment. This is the way of sädhana-bhakti. Gradually
emotions intensify, and finally there is an awakening of love. This is the gradual development of love of Godhead for the devotee
interested in Kåñëa consciousness.
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Which books should first be read by students
in class one, class two, class three, class four? Are
the books of any class suitable for them? Should
they read any and all? I am thinking, This is the
best book! I can get advanced knowledge by
reading it! But it is not fit for you. For you it is
best to start with the books of class one and class
two. According to our ability we shall accept our
sädhana. Do not become impatient by seeing the
performance of the higher-class students. In every
stage, adhikara, or eligibility, should be considered:
naitat samäcarej jätu
manasäpi hy anéçvaraù
vinaçyaty äcaran mauòhyäd
yathärudro bdhi-jaà viñam4
S.B. 10.33.30

ask yourself, Who is dear to us? We can give
everything we have earned to our child, to our son,
to our daughter, but not to Kåñëa. Only a five-rupee
note can we offer to Him. But to my wife, I can give
even my body! Without any hesitation the key of
my suitcase can be given to her. To a sädhu, however,
who will take the money and use it in the service of
God, no key will be given.
Then comes niñöhä. Have you attained that
niñöhä?
çraddhä-çabdeviçväsa kahe sudåòha niçcaya
kåñëe bhakti kaile sarva-karma kåöa haya5

Have you attained that qualification? First of
all anartha-nivåtti, then niñöhä. Even if we attain
niñöhä, the good taste or ruci is not yet available. We
chant Kåñëas Name, but not with so much
One who has not attained eligibility like
eagerness, not with real intensity, because it is
Rudra, Çiva, should not drink
not giving us pleasure, ruci.
the ocean of poison.
Without any liking we
But if I try,
are uttering the
thinking, I
Name. Gurushall also
deva
has
Äsakti is much stronger than ruci.
drink it,
told us to
At the stage of ruci we can think,
then you
chant;
will die.
çästras
This rasagullä is very sweet and very delicious.
W
e
h a v e
should
presIf I get it, I can immediately swallow the whole thing.
think
cribed
This sort of liking is attained, but äsakti is deeper.
and do
for us to
what is
c h a n t
Äsakti means, If I do not get it, then I will steal it.
prescribed
Kåñëas
for us at
name, so we
By any means I will obtain it.
our level and
are chanting,
not aspire for
considering that
that
which
is
after-wards it will be
prescribed for those devotees
good for us. But in this case we
who have advanced to a higher stage. Ädau
should not culture the confidential affairs between
çraddhä tatha sädhu-saìgo. We are not possessing
Kåñëa and the gopés. At this stage, these confidential
that niñöhä. We are serving our mother, serving our
léläs are not prescribed for us.
father, serving our brothers, serving our country,
Then, after ruci, taste, we will attain äsakti.
and serving the poor men as God. We are serving
Äsakti is much stronger than ruci. At the stage of
everybody! Granted, we are also trying to serve
ruci we can think, This rasagullä is very sweet and
Kåñëa, but not in the same manner as we perform
very delicious. If I get it, I can immediately swallow
the duty toward our wives. They are most
the whole thing. This sort of liking is attained, but
obedient. We can give all our earnings to them.
äsakti is deeper. Äsakti means, If I do not get it,
But can you give all your earnings to Kåñëa? Then
then I will steal it. By any means I will obtain it.
4

One who is not a great controller should never imitate the behavior of ruling personalities, even mentally. If out of foolishness
an ordinary person does imitate such behavior, he will simply destroy himself, just as a person who is not Rudra would
destroy himself if he tried to drink an ocean of poison.
5
Çraddhä is the confident, firm faith that, by rendering transcendental loving service to Kåñëa, one automatically performs all
subsidiary activities. Such faith is favorable to the discharge of devotional service.
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Then, after that, bhäva manifests. What kind of
bhakti are we practicing? Vaidhé-bhakti. It is not
devotion. It is devotion for Kåñëa by the tongue
only. Still we are thinking ourselves to be devotees.
Very great devotees. Try to examine yourself. In
what position are you? What are you doing? Are
you chanting? We have given up eating meat,
smoking and drinking liquor; thus, we are thinking
that we have given up so many dear things. But
can you give up your dearest possession or your
wife? That is very difficult.
Kåñëa says in Bhagavad-géta: sarva dharmän
parityajya. All other kinds of services should be
given up. Kåñëe bhakti kaile sarva-karma kåöa haya.
Every kind of duty is performed by serving Krñëa.
This type of faith is called çraddhä. Çraddhä-çabde
viçväsa kahe sudåòha niçcaya / kåñëe bhakti kaile sarvakarma kåta haya. We can give up something for the
satisfaction of our senses but not for the satisfaction
of Kåñëas senses. What is the position of the gopés?
There are no such devotees as the gopés. In His own
words Kåñëa says:
känta-bhäve nijäìga diyä karena sevana
ataeva madhura-rasere haya pañca guëa6
(C.c. Madhya 19.232)
That devotee who possesses this sort of prema
is very high, very high. This is rarely attained. But
are we such high devotees that we are always
thinking of the gopés who are performing their léläs
with Kåñëa? We think that we are the greatest
devotees. Followers of Caitanya Mahäprabhu are
the greatest devotees. Yes? But not all! In the
educational system there are various classes such
as the first class, the second, etc., while others with
so much adhikara are in the tenth class. All are not
equal. We are far from our goal. We should try to
study those books which are prescribed
particularly for us. And there is one thing, a
panacea that is prescribed for all in every stage.
That medicine can be used for any patient in any
stage of life. Such a thing which is good for us all is
given by Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu. But Kåñëa
did not give this in charity. What is this gift? Nämaprema. This gift was given not by Kåñëa, but by Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu, so He is greater than Kåñëa
in that regard.

anarpita-caréà cirät karunayävatérëaù kalau
samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasäà sva-bhakti-çriyam
hariù puraöa-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandépitaù
sadä hådaya-kandare sphuratu vaù çacé-nandanaù7
(C.c. Ädi 1.4)
For this reason Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé uttered this
çloka. Who knows God? Rämacandra is God, but
what did He teach us? Duty to our parents, duty to
our relatives, duty to our subordinates and our
superiors. He is maryäda Puruñottama. Maryäda
means duty. Lord Rämacandra did not teach that sort
of devotionanarpita-caréà cirät. This is the highest
duty which Mahäprabhu has given to us all, but Lord
Räma did not accept it. The sages of Daëòakäraëya
wanted to serve Him as His devoted wives, but He
did not accept that. No, He said, I cannot accept
it. I have got only one wife. I cannot accept more
than one. This is maryäda. But Kåñëa is vyäbhicäré;
He has bad character from the mundane perspective.
In ordinary eyes He has done wrong and
Rämacandras behaviour is correct. One wife should
be accepted, not many. This is maryäda. But what
has Kåñëa done? He accepted innumerable ladies as
His companions in His lélä. Caitanya Mahäprabhu
also accepted two wives as a duty in human life, but
He was always thinking in His mind about the
innumerable gopés and the behavior of Lord Kåñëa.
How Kåñëa was charmed by them and enjoyed with
them. For this reason Kåñëa and Caitanya
Mahäprabhu are one and the same tattva, absolute
truth. But one thing is more precious in Caitanya
Mahäprabhus léläHe is a teacher for the lowest
adhikäré and also for highest. He has given one
medicine which is applicable for the lowest and for
the highest. One medicine will serve all the
purposes. In the lowest stage, it is the best medicine,
and in the highest stage it is also the best. The baddhajévas can chant Kåñëas name. Hare Kåñëa, Hare
Kåñëa... And Rädhäräëé is always chanting His
name, even if She has given up Kåñëa and is in now
a remote place, She is chanting His Namesnot
liking the person Kåñëa, but liking His Names. Näma
is such a thing. Näma is good for the lowest and
good for the highest. But we are so unfortunate that
we are not realizing the glories of the näma. We are
always suspecting everything. Only if we chant the
Lords Name will we be able to appreciate this.

6

On the platform of conjugal love, the devotee offers her body in the service of the Lord. Thus, on this platform the transcendental
qualities of all five rasas are present.
7
May the Supreme Lord who is known as the son of Çrématé Çacé-devé be transcendentally situated in the innermost chambers of
your heart. Resplendent with the radiance of molten gold, He has appeared in the Age of Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow
what no incarnation has ever offered before: the most sublime and radiant mellow of devotional service, the mellow of conjugal
love in the mood of the maidservants of Çrématé Rädhäräné.
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Kåñëas Name and Kåñëa Himself are one and the
same; there is no difference.
eka kåñëa-näme kare sarva-päpa näça
premera käraëa bhakti karena prakäça8
C.c. Ädi 8.26
In the bud of a flower, not all the qualities of
the flower are seen, but in due course of time the
flower will expose itself. Such is the position of the
Name. Name can show all the qualities of Lord
Krñëa. There is no difference between Lord Kåñëa
and His Name. But we are not so careful in that
näma-bhajana. It has been uttered in ÇrémadBhägavatam.
näma-saëkértanaà yasya
sarva-päpa praëäçanam
praëämo duùkha-çamanas
taà namämi harià param9
S.B. 12.13.23
There is no greater sädhana than this nämasankértanaà. So you should try to always chant Lord
Kåñëas name in the proper way, with the proper
intensity. There should be no misunderstanding
simply by uttering the Name we can attain the best
qualities and the best stage. By this chanting we
can attain every stage. The devotees in every level
of devotion are chanting harinäma; they never give
it up. Çrématé Rädhäräëé has not given it up. Even
Mother Yaçodä always chants Kåñëas name.
Everyone is chanting: Närada Muni is
chanting; Çivajé is chanting, Räma, Räma,
Räma; Brahmä is chantingall the great
devotees are chanting. While traveling in South
India, Caitanya Mahäprabhu is chanting
these Names:
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! He!
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! rakña mäm!
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! pähi mäm!
Räma! Räghava! Räma! Räghava! Räma! Räghava! rakña mäm!
Kåñëa! Keçava! Kåñëa! Keçava! Kåñëa! Keçava! pähi mäm!

8
One pure name of Kåñëa vanquishes all sinful activities. Thus
pure devotional service, which is the cause of love of Godhead,
becomes manifest.
9
I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord, Hari,
the congregational chanting of whose holy names destroys
all sinful reactions, and the offering of obeisances unto whom
relieves all material suffering.
10
Therefore it should be understood that one is easily relieved
from all sinful reactions by chanting the holy name of the
Lord and chanting of His qualities and activities. This is the
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Näma is such a thing that it is fulfilling our
every demand. But we are so unlucky that we do
not regard that which is suitable for us.
etävatälam agha-nirharaëäya puàsäà
saìkértanaà bhagavato guëa-karma-nämnäm
vikruçya putram aghavän yad ajämilo pi
näräyaëeti mriyamäëa iyäya muktim10
(Ç.B. 6.3.24).

Even if in the beginning one chants the Hare
Kåñëa mantra with offenses, one will become free
from such offenses by chanting again and again.
One becomes free from all sinful reactions if one
chants day and night, following the
recommendation of
Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
We can get rid of our
aparädhas by chanting the Name
only. We do not have to chant
anything else. We do not perform
any sacrifices. Only the Name is
sufficient. This is the teaching of
Lord Caitanya: näma bhajana. It is
good for every devotee at every
stage, in any position, however
low, however high. So we are
praying to Him that He may
bless us, that we can chant the
Name in that manner.
Any kind of devotee,
whether he is a devotee of Lord
Rämacandra, Näräyaëa or any other
avatära, Matsyä, Kurmä, Varäha
everyone can chant this Name, this
mahämantra. Amongst all the
mantras this is mähan, the greatest
mantra. So you are so lucky that you
can practise that mantra.
harer näma harer näma
harer nämaiva kevalam
kalau nästy eva nästy eva
nästy eva gatir anyathä11
(C.c. Ädi 7.21)
only process recommended for relief from sinful reactions.
Even if one chants the holy name of the Lord with improper
pronunciation, he will achieve relief from material bondage
if he chants without offenses. Ajämila, for example, was
extremely sinful, but while dying he merely chanted the
holy name, and although calling his son, he achieved
complete liberation because he remembered the name of
Näräyaëa.
11
For spiritual progress in this Age of Kali, there is no
alternative, there is no alternative, there is no alternative to

In this iron age, no other teaching is
prescribed for us: no karma, jïana or yoga.

are material. Matter cannot stay in Vaikuëöha or
in Goloka Våndävana. The jewels there are not
found in this world; they are also transcendental.
jïäne prayäsam udapäsya nämanta eva
Everything there is transcendental. The gopés are
jévanti san-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm
not material. When in bodily conception of life, if
sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väë-manobhir
we think of ourselves as gopés and perform just a
ye präyaço jita jito py asi tais tri-lokyäm12
little service, that is considered a blunder. This is
(Ç.B. 10.14.3)
not taught by our superior masters, nor by any
Mahäprabhus teaching begins from this Vaiñëavas. The highest possessors of devotion are
place. But there are teachings much higher. none other then the gopés.
Prema bhakti is the mature stage of bhävaMahäprabhu asked Rämänanda Räya, Please tell
bhakti.
Tato niñöhä rucis tataù / athäsaktistat bhävas
me, I want to hear from you. Before that, He
tataù
premäbhyudañcati.
After bhäva, prema will
rejected everything.
appear. If we try to get prema in this stage, we will
get käma instead. First give up the habit of käma,
prabhu kahe, eho bähya, äge kaha ära
the satisfaction of our own senses. Those who are
räya kahejïäna-çünyä bhaktisädhya-sära 13
thinking about the satisfaction of their own senses
By these paths we cannot attain that sort of cannot achieve devotion to God. That is not
devotion. What, then, is that education which is devotion. If we are applying that käma, and we are
prescribed for us? What should be done along with thinking that we are the greatest devotee like the
gopésit is a great
chanting? Neither karma
blunder.
nor jïäna. They are strictly
But one thing is more precious
So let us proceed in
rejected.
in Caitanya Mahäprabhus lélä
the proper way. Do not
Teachings should be
He is a teacher for the lowest adhikäré
be so greedy. It is a
given according to the
matter
of
higher
qualification and the
and also for highest.
qualification.
In
standard of the student.
He has given one medicine
whatever stage one is,
Confidential topics of the
which is applicable for the lowest
one must not give up
gopés and Kåñëa should not
and for the highest....
prac-ticing. This birth is
be cultivated in the lower
the best birth. In this life
standards. When he will
The baddha-jévas can chant Kåñëas name.
or in any life, we should
reach the higher standard,
Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa...
not give up. We should
then he will enter these
And Rädhäräëé is always
keep the company of the
topics. Do the gopés have
Vaiñëavas who are our
material bodies? No, they
chanting His name,
protectors, who can save
are all spiritual personalieven if She had given up Kåñëa
us from any evil. They
ties. Their own bodies have
and is in now a remote place,
are our only favorable
been totally sacrificed, and
She is chanting His Names
masters. Kåñëa näma is
they do not think that their
only possible for him
body is their own. It is
not liking the person Kåñëa
who can keep the
Kåñëas property. With
but liking His Names.
company of pure
this type of understanding
devotees. You attain any
they try to save their
bodies. They keep their body in the position of qualification by the company of that type of
their service, not in the position of their own devotee with whom you associate. So we pray to
enjoyment. Currently our body is kept only for our Kåñëa and Mahäprabhu to keep us in close
own satisfaction and the enjoyment of our senses. connection with that pure devotee who will guide
It cannot be considered the same as the gopés us properly towards Him, so that we may attain
bodies. Their bodies are spiritual, but our bodies that pure devotion. •
the holy name, the holy name, the holy name of the Lord.
12
Those who, even while remaining situated in their established social positions, completely discard the process of speculative
knowledge and with their body, words and mind offer all respects to descriptions of Your personality and activities, dedicating their
lives to these narrations, which are vibrated by You personally and by Your pure devotees, certainly conquer Your Lordship, although
You are otherwise unconquerable by anyone within the three worlds.
13
Pure devotional service without any touch of speculative knowledge is the essence of perfection.
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Glorification of
Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta
Svämé Mahäräja

D

by Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Näräyaëa Mahäräja
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o you understand what is rüpänuga? Those
who are serving Rädhä-Kåñëa with räga, following
in the footsteps of rägätmika bhaktas as described
by Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé in Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu and
Ujjvala-nélamaëi, are rägänugä bhaktas. Still, it may
be that they are not rüpänuga. Çré Jayadeva Gosvämé
was rägänugä, but he was not rüpänuga. Çré
Bilvamaìgala Öhäkura was also rägänuga, but not
rüpänuga. Çré Svarüpa Dämodara and Räya
Rämänanda were also not rüpänuga. They were the
gurus of Çré Rüpa Gosvämé. They are Lalitä and
Viçäkhä themselves. They are on a higher level,
and therefore they do not fall within the category
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○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

of rüpänuga. Only those who are actually rägänugä,
and who are adopting the mood and following the
way in which Rüpa Maïjaré serves Rädhä and
Kåñëa, and who in their sädhana are in the anugatya
of Çré Rüpa Gosvämé, can be called rüpänuga.
Someone may be following Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu,
but in the wake of Subala, Çrédämä, and all other
sakhäs, wanting to serve Kåñëa in the mood of the
cowherd boys. Such sädhakas will be rägänugä, but
not rüpänuga.
Can you say whether Lalitä, Viçäkhä or Yaçodä
are rägänugä? Those who are siddha and serving
Kåñëa in Goloka Våndävana are all rägätmikä.
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He used to love all,
whether they were
qualified or not.
At the first meeting,
everyone became his.
This is the speciality
of any qualified guru.
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Rägänugä refers to those sädhakas following Kåñëas
rägätmikä associates according to räga-märga.
If anyone is desiring, How can I serve Kåñëa
like Yaçodä Maiyä or Nanda Bäbä?what will he
be called? Rägänugä, but not rüpänuga. Çré Rüpa
Gosvämé has described all these points in Bhaktirasämåta-sindhu. Sädhakas in the wake of Yaçodä,
Nanda, Lalitä and Viçäkhä will not be called
rüpänuga. Rüpänuga-bhaktas follow exclusively the
way in which Çré Rüpa Gosvämé, or Rüpa Maïjaré,
serves both Rädhä and Kåñëa, and always being
inclined more towards Çrématé Rädhikä. The
rüpänuga sädhaka will feel the happiness of Rädhikä,
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and suffer in Her unhappiness. Only such devotees
may be called rüpänuga.
What to speak of rägänugä, Çréla Svämé
Maharäja has come especially to give this
rüpänuga-bhakti. He could not give it at that time,
however, because his disciples were not on a level
to understand. At the present time, I am doing so
much hard labor to bring you to a higher stage so
that you can understand, but still only very few are
able to comprehend something. Very few. About
twenty-five years ago, when Çréla Svämé Maharäja
went to America to preach all these things, he
wanted to give this rägänugä-bhakti, but no one was
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qualified. It is not the real fact that he only came think that all his disciples used to feel this closeness
to preach vaidhé-bhakti. This is not true, because all with him. He used to joke and be merry with
the disciplic äcäryas of our Gauòéya mission were everyone, including his disciples. He never thought,
rüpänuga. In the line of Nimbarkäcärya, the devotees He is my disciple. Even the young boys used to
are rägänugä, but of Dvärakä, that is, worshiping automatically love him. When I went to the Western
Satyabhämä and Rukmiëé. They are not like Çréla countries, I followed in his footsteps. I never
Rüpa Gosvämé. Only the äcäryas coming in the line discussed any big, big Vedänta philosophy. I only
of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu are rüpänuga. So how told hari-kathä, and all became charmed. I think that
can Svämé Mahäräja only be coming to preach the deepest philosophy is given in that way. Love is
vaidhé-bhakti? I met him in 1946 and had so many the deepest, most supreme philosophy.
dealings with him over the years. I was personally
acquainted with him. I know that he did not come
nitya-siddha kåñëa-prema sädhya kabhu naya
only to give vaidhé-bhakti; he came to preach rägaçravaëädi-çuddha-citte karaye udaya
märga.
(C.c. Madhya 22.108)
One speciality I saw in him was that he was
very simple and always smiling. Before him, Çréla
Pure love for Kåñëa is eternally established in
Bhakti Pradipa Tirtha Mahäräja had gone to Western the hearts of the living entities. It is not something
countries, to England. He was a very great to be gained from another source. When the heart is
philosopher, and he knew all bhakti siddhänta. He purified by hearing and chanting, this love naturally
went to the upper-class society, but Çréla Svämé awakens.
Mahäräja would mix with young boys and hippies.
Everything is there in our soul, but it is covered
I have seen how Çréla Svämé Mahäräja used to deal by mäyä. This is the siddha-prema. It will not come
with them. He was very
by any effort or any sädhana.
funny, and he used to
What is there by constitution
Some say that
encourage the young boys
will come out naturally. No
Çréla Svämé Mahäräja
and girls so greatly. He had
new thing will come. Your
no false ego, none at all. He
name is already fixed there, as
is only in sakhya-rasa,
was always smiling and he
well as all your qualities and
and that he therefore
always spoke in simple
your form. The svarüpa cannot
language.
be changed by saìga or by any
cannot give madhura.
When Çré Caitanya
other means. You will take a
But this is not the fact.
Mahäprabhu was coming to
form according to what is
Våndävana, chanting Hare He came only for spreading
already in your ätmä. It
Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa and
becomes manifest only by
the same mission
Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa/
çravaëa, kértana and smarana. It
Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa He, as Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is a fact that if anyone is in
Gaìgä-Yamunä was flowing
mädhurya-rasa, he will have very
and Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé.
from His eyes. He was simply
little or no taste at all for däsya
weeping, Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa
and sakhya. Our svarüpa will be
Kåñëa. Tigers, lions, bears and all the other revealed automatically when our anarthas
animals came, and they began to chant Hare disappear. It will come gradually and automatically.
Kåñëa. Where was their philosophy? They did this
Some say that Çréla Svämé Mahäräja is only in
without knowledge of philosophy. Similarly, Çréla sakhya-rasa, and that he therefore cannot give
Svämé Mahäräja went to the West and began to madhura. But this is not the fact. He only came to
chant çré kåñëa caitanya prabhu nityänanda çré advaita spread the same mission as Çré Caitanya
gadadhära çréväsädi gaura bhakta vånda. At first he Mahäprabhu and Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé. He has not
did not try to explain so many difficult come only to give vaidhé-bhakti, although at our stage
philosophical conceptions. He gave the very simple this is the process that we will have to perform.
instruction: Chant Kåñëas name. From here he Vaidhé-bhakti itself will manage everything. Bhakti is
began. He used to love all, whether they were not only a quality. It is not nirviçeña. Bhakti is a
qualified or not. At the first meeting, everyone person, and Kåñëa is controlled by that prema-bhakti.
became his. This is the speciality of any qualified Kåñëa and Çrématé Rädhikä are both controlled by
guru. We also knew that My Gurudeva loves me bhakti. Bhakti alone can make Kåñëa dance; she can
more than anyone. Everyone thinks like this. I make Rädhä dance,
• and she can make all the gopés
dance. Bhakti herself dances, and she causes all to
dance with her.
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P

rayer

to

Gaurakiçora
in
Navadvépa
by Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura
from Kalyäëa Kalpa-taru

hä hä mora gaurakiçora
kabe doyä kori, çré godruma-bane,
dekhä dibe mana-cora

dekhite dekhite, çré rädhä-mädhava,
rüpete koribe älä
sakhé-gaëa-saìge, koribe naöana,
galete mohana-mälä

Oh, my Gaurakiçora (golden youth),
when will You bestow mercy upon me and
reveal to me Your captivating form within the
forest of Godruma?

Then You will suddenly appear in the scene as
Çré Çré Rädhä-Mädhava and dance with your sakhés,
wearing an enchanting garland around Your neck.

änanda-sukhada, kuïjer bhitore,
gadädhare bäme kori
käïcaëa-baraëa, cäìcara cikura,
naöana suveça dhori
When will You appear before me in the
änanda-sukhada kuïjas as an exquisitely
dressed dancer with a golden complexion and
flowing locks, with Gadädhara Paëòita at
Your left?

anaìga-maïjaré, sadoy hoiyä,
e däsé-karete dhori
duhe nivedibe, duìhara mädhuré,
heribo nayana bhari
Oh when, being very compassionate, will
Anaìga Maïjaré take this maidservants hand and
offer me at the lotus feet of Çré Çré Rädhä-Mädhava?
Thus, I will behold Their sweetness to my eyes full
satisfaction.
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D

ÄMODARA
VRATA

a lecture given by

Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta
Näräyaëa Mahäräja

on the eve of month-long Kärttika vrata
at Çré Keçavajé Gauòéya Maöha, Mathurä
Oct. 26th, 1996

D

ämodara vrata begins tomorrow. Dämodara
vrata, Urjjä vrata, Kärttika sevä, and niyama-sevä vrata
are all the same. We are going to follow this vrata
from tomorrow. It commences from either the
Ekädaçé after Vijaya Daçamé, or from the Dvadaçé;
or from the Purëimä; and accordingly it is
completed on the last Ekädaçé of Cäturmäsya, that
is, Utthäna Ekädaçé, or Dvadaçé, or Purnimä. It will
be totally completed on Purëimä. Those who
commenced on Ekädaçé, or Dvadaçé, should also do
this vrata until Purëimä. The last five days are called
Bhiñma Païcaka.
When I joined Çré Gauòéya Vedänta Samiti, our
holy master nityä-lélä praviñöa oà viñëupäda
añöottaraçata Çré Çrémad Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava
Gosvämé Mahäräja was performing this Kärttikavrata in any one of the sacred places like Våndävana,
Navadvépa, Puré, Kurukñetra, and even Dvärakä,
Ayodhyä, Naimiñäraëya, and Haridvara.
There are some rules and regulations
concerning this Dämodara vrata given in Çré Haribhakti-viläsa and other authentic Vedic literatures.
Every day, in the morning or evening, we should
sing Dämodaräñöaka. For the whole month we should
be like brahmacärés, only eating very simple mahäprasadam. There are also some rules and regulations
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from honoring mahä-prasadam. We should not take
those things which are to be avoided for this month.
For example, we should not take mustard oil, bottle
gourd (lauké), or urad däl. We should not tell lies; we
should try to speak the truth. We should try not to
criticize anyone. Always chant harinäma, in a regular
way with regular counting.
Our Gurudeva used to say that Cäturmäsya
vrata is not given in the sixty-four limbs of bhakti
but, Urjjä vrata has been given. Urjjä vrata is part of
Cäturmäsya vrata. We should totally follow the four
months of Cäturmäsya vrata, and we should
especially try to follow this Dämodara vrata very
carefully. There are so many persons who do not
follow Cäturmäsya vrata, and, therefore, they are
actually not following Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
Wherever Caitanya Mahäprabhu went, He followed
Cäturmäsya vrata. We see that, when He went to
Ranganätha temple in South India, for example, He
followed Cäturmäsya vrata there.
In this month of Kärttika, Kåñëa lifted
Govardhana. It was also in this month that Yaçodä
tied up Kåñëa. She is seen taking a stick in her hand,
warning Kåñëa, and Kåñëa is weeping, although He
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, when He
saw that Yaçodä Maiyä was coming to beat Him with

Kåñëa somehow escaped
from His mother.
He ran away
on the very broad road,
and she pursued Him.
Brahmä, Çaìkara,
and all the lords of lords
cannot catch Kåñëa
even by their pure minds.
And great demons
like Jaräsandha
certainly cannot catch Him.
But Yaçodä Maiyä is a gopé ,
and the mother of Kåñëa.
She wanted
to catch hold of Him,
and since she was able
to run faster than Kåñëa,
she caught Him.

Gurudev picture here

a stick, He told her, I will not do it again, Mother.
Forgive me. He began to weep and He was not
pretending. He really began to weep. He had
forgotten His supremacy.
Yaçodä Maiyä is an eternal associate of Kåñëa,
His eternal mother, and she is beyond the influence
of the illusory mäyä. Due to the influence of
Yogamäyä, however, she has also forgotten that
Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By
taking Kåñëas name inattentively or carelessly, with
no regard or honor, while falling down on the earth
in any way if one takes the name you will go out
of mäyä. And that same Kåñëa creates millions and
millions of worlds. Yet, thinking Kåñëa her own son,
she forgets that He is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and she is ready to punish Him.
Kåñëa somehow escaped from His mother. He
ran away on the very broad road, and she pursued
Him. Brahmä, Çaìkara, and all the lords of lords,
cannot catch Kåñëa even by their pure minds. And
great demons like Jaräsandha certainly cannot catch
Him. But Yaçodä Maiyä is a gopé and the mother of
Kåñëa. She wanted to catch hold of Him, and since
she was able to run faster than Kåñëa, she caught
Him.
What is the meaning? Kåñëas associates love

Kåñëa, and Kåñëa also loves them. If anyone loves
Kåñëa more than He loves him, then Kåñëa will be
caught. Otherwise not. So Yaçodä Maiyä was able
to run faster than Kåñëa, and thus she caught hold
of Him. Kåñëa began to weep, Mother, spare Me,
spare Me. I will not make this mistake again. This
pastime began when Yaçodä Mä was churning
yogurt, Kåñëa had been sleeping and woke up
crying, Where is Mother? Where is Mother? She
took Kåñëa in her lap and began to give him her
breast milk. Then, seeing that the milk on the stove
was about to boil over onto the fire, Yaçodä put Kåñëa
down and jumped up to save the milk. Kåñëa
became angry, and He broke the pot of yogurt. After
this, Yaçodä began to bind Him. This pastime took
place in this month.
In this month Gopäñöamé will also come. Kåñëa
will be in paugaëòa age, the age of five, and from
Nandagäon He begins gocäraëa, cow-herding. At
first He took the calves for grazing. When He
became older, He took the cows.
The most important pastime of Kåñëa and the
gopés, räsa-lélä, began in this month. In fact,
tomorrow is Çäradéya purëimä, the first day of
Kärttika. Of all the pastimes of Kåñëa, this çäradéya
räsa is the most special  Kåñëa began to play on
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The most
important
pastime of Kåñëa
and the gopés,
räsa-lélä, began
in this month.
In fact, tomorrow is
Çäradéya-purëimä,
the first day
of Kärttika.
Of all the pastimes
of Kåñëa,
this çäradéya-räsa
is the most special.

His flute on this day,
purëimä, at the
beginning of the
night, and thus räsa
was
performed.
When Kåñëa disappeared from the
räsa-maëòala, the
gopés were weeping
and searching for
Him. Where is
Kåñëa? Where is
Kåñëa? In ÇrémadBhagavatam it has
been explained that
the gopés mood of
separation at this
time was such that
they became one
with
Kåñëa
in
anubhäva lélä. They
began to ask the trees
where Kåñëa was.
They cried, Where
is Kåñëa? Do you know, O Tulasé tree, where Kåñëa
is? This special lélä was performed for the duration
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of one night of Brahmä, and at the same time it
appeared within one of our nights.
It was also in this very month that Uddhava
went to Nandagäon, Vraja, and he tried to console
the gopas, gopés, Nanda Bäbä and all other Vraja-väsés.
And at last, in this month, Kaàsa sent Akrüra to
bring Kåñëa and Balaräma from Nandagäon to
Mathurä. Kåñëa left Nandagäon and Vraja, came to
Mathurä, and killed Kaàsa nearby on Kaàsa-tila.
In this way, all the prominent pastimes of Kåñëa were
performed in this month.
This month is called Dämodara mäsa (month),
or Urjjä mäsa, and there is a reason for this. Kåñëa
was controlled by Rädhikä in this month, and He
became Dämodara-Kåñëa. There are two
DämodarasYaçodä-Dämodara and RädhäDämodaraand both these pastimes took place in
this prominent month.
In our Gauòéya Vaiñëava-sampradäya,
although we worship Yaçodä-Dämodara, RädhäDämodara is prominent. Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé
has explained this in a very hidden way. In fact, in
all their tékäs of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, our äcäryas have
also explained this in a hidden way. Çréla Sanätana
Gosvämépäda and our Guru Mahäräja have warned
us not to tell all these hidden facts openly before the

public. It is the heart and soul of advanced devotees,
and is not meant for the general mass. That is why
Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé has not spoken the name of
Çrématé Rädhikä in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Attaining the
love of Rädhä-Dämodara is the only aim and object
of our sädhana-bhajana and everything that we do.
I want to tell you the speciality of the name
Dämodara. This month is called Kärttika. Çrématé
Rädhikä is the iñöa-devé, the predominating or
worshipful Deity of this month. As you know,
Puruñottama Kåñëa is the special Deity of
Puruñottama mäsa. Similarly, Çrématé Rädhikä is
the presiding Deity of this month, and therefore it is
called the month of Dämodara. Rädhä-Dämodara
lélä and Yaçodä-Dämodara lélä were both performed
in this month, and Çré Kåñëa became controlled by
their hearts. Even Närada, Uddhava, Brahmä and
Çaìkara cannot control Kåñëa. He performed these
léläs in order to show them that He may be controlled
by Yaçodä Mäiyä, the Vraja-väsés and the gopés.
itédåk sva-léläbhir änanda-kuëòe
sva-ghoñaà nimajjantam äkhyäpayantam
tadéyeçits-jïeñu bhaktair jitatvaà
punaù prematas taà çatävåtti vande
(Çré Dämodaräñöakam-3)
Kåñëa wanted to show that I cannot be
controlled by Hanumän, Çaìkara, Prahläda
Mahäräja, or even by Satyabhämä and Rukmiëé, or
even by Uddhava. I can only be controlled by the
Vraja-bhaktas, like Çrédäma, Subäla, and
Madhumaìgala, like Yaçodä Maiyä and Nanda
Bäbä, like all the gopés, and especially like the most
prominent gopé.
In this way our Guru Mahäräja used to say that
we should honor the entire Cäturmäsya vrata and
very carefully observe this Dämodara month. This
is called Urjjä vrata. What is the meaning of Urjjä?
Urjjä means power, energy, fire, or electricity. In
Sanskrit, these are all called urjjä. Çrématé Rädhikä is
the iñta-devé of all kinds of urjjä. Even the power of
Kåñëa is Rädhikä. Whatever we see in this world or
in the spiritual worldin Vaikuëöha, or in Goloka
Våndävanaall are manifestations of the çakti of
Çrématé Rädhikä. She is svarüpa-çakti. Kåñëa can only
desire. If He desires anything, Çrématé Rädhikä, in
so many forms, can fulfill His desire at once. If Kåñëa
wants to taste anything, even in thousands of ways,
She manifests accordingly and satisfies Him. Satyam
paraà dhémahé. The parama satyam is Çrémati Rädhika.
Dhémahéwe meditate upon Her. She is the iñta-devé
of urjjä and, therefore, this month is especially called
Urjjä vrata.

Çrématé Rädhikä

The iñta-devé of all kinds of Urjjä

This month is also called Kärttika vrata
niyama-sevä. In order to attain all these realizations
in the advanced stage, we will have to start from
the very beginning. Everyone should therefore try
to adopt the rules and regulations established by
Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé, who has written them
down in Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé
has written them in Çré Upadeçämåta, and
Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé in Çré Manaù-çikñä. Try
to follow all these practices in the beginning stages,
and always be in the good association of Vaiñëavas.
Our only aim is to have the service of Rädhä-Kåñëa
or Rädhä-Dämodara, Rädhä-Gopénätha, RädhäMadana-mohana, Rädhä-Çyämasundara. They
should be the object of our lifeof our whole
sädhana and bhajana.
We should be anyäbhiläñitä çunyaà; there
should be no anyäbhiläña. No other desires should
come in our heart except for the service of the
Divine Couple. Especially in this one month, try
to be in the association of realized Vaiñnavas
We are very fortunate that in this month we
have the association of paraà pujyapäd Çré Çrémad
Bhaktivedänta Trivikrama Mahäräja. He will
guide us in our month-long parikramä. Try to
follow him. Externally he looks very strict, but
you will see that his heart is so soft. I am so
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Gahavarvana Parikramä, Varñäëä

fortunate that he is my elder god-brother. I treat
him as my çikñä-guru, just as I do param pujyapäda
Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Vämana Mahäräja. He has
given me so much mercy. From the beginning he
kept me with him and gave
me so much çikñä.
Sometimes he also
rebuked me, and I
accepted him as
my Gurudeva.
Try to follow all the rules
and regulations.
During
this
month, daily try to
offer pradipa (lamp)
Tulasé-devé
to Çré Mürti and
Tulasé-devé. Try to do
parikramä of Tulasé-devé daily. If Yamunä is near
by, you can go to offer her praëäma and prayers. If
your health permits, you can take bath, otherwise
simply do äcamana. Dont touch any green leaves of
trees, and dont step on ants and other insects. Do
not kill anything and dont criticize anyone,
otherwise your parikramä will be ruined. Always
chant harinäma and give honor to Vaiñëavas. Read
Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Çrémad
Bhagavad-gétä and all other such books. In this way,
try to complete your vrata.
We are praying to our Gurudeva, nitya lélä
praviñöha oà viñëupäda añöottara çata Çré Çrémad
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Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava Gosvämé Mahäräja, Çréla
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, our whole
disciplic succession, and also to Çré Çré RädhäDämodarajé, that we can complete this RädhäDämodara month with all its rules and
regulations. Tomorrow we will all go to Yamunä
for saìkalpa, to take a vow. We will pray, O
Yamunä-devé,
This month is also
you are the sakhé
called Kärttika vrata
of Kåñëa and
niyama-sevä.
Çrématé Rädhikä
In
order
to attain all
and you are esthese
realizations
pecially serving
in the advanced stage,
Rädhä-Dämowe will have to start from
dara. Be pleased
with us so that
the very beginning.
we can successEveryone should,
fully complete
therefore, try to adopt
this
vrata.
the rules and regulations
Govardhana,
established by Çréla
Rädhä-kuëòa,
Sanätana Gosvämé,
Çyäma-kuëòa,
who has written them
and all may be
down in Çré Harimerciful to us,
bhakti-viläsa.
so that our amÇréla Rüpa Gosvämé
bition to serve
Çré Çré Rädhähas written
Dämodara may
them in Çré Upadeçämåta,
be fulfilled. •
and Raghunätha däsa

Gosvämé
in Çré Manaù-çikñä.

Çré Navadvépa Maëòala
Parikramä 2000
Sannyäsa initiations

T

he spiritually enlivening
seven-day Çré Navadvépa
Maëòala Parikramä, organized
by Çré Gauòéya Vedänta Samiti
from its headquarters Çré
Devänanda Gauòéya Maöha, was
successfully completed on 20th
March
2000.
With
the
participation of about 15,000
devotees from around the world,
most of whom came from
Bengal, this parikramä is the largest of any sampradäya in India.
On the day of Gaurapürëimä, eleven sannyäsa
initiations and two bäbäjé veça
New sannyäsa initites with Çréla Bhaktivedänta Vämana Gosvämé Mahäräja
and Çréla Bhaktivedänta Näräyaëa Mahäräja
were given. This was the largest
number of sannyäsa initiations conferred at one time
5) Çrémän Kamaläpati BrahmacäréÇrémad
in the history of Çré Gauòéya Vedänta Samiti. The
Bhaktivedänta Parivräjaka Mahäräja
Samiti is well known for its strict standards for
6) Çrémän Navina Kåñëa BrahmacäréÇrémad
sannyäsa. The prospective candidates are examined
Bhaktivedänta Mädhava Mahäräja
meticulously for years to ensure their strong and
7) Çrémän Gauräìga BrahmacäréÇrémad
pure character, guru-niñöhä, service attitude and
Bhaktivedänta Sädhu Mahäräja
knowledge of Gauòéya Vaiñëava siddhänta.
8) Çrémän Raghunandana Brahmacäré
Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Håñékeça Mahäräja
The previous and present names of the devo9) Çrémän Sajjana BrahmacäréÇrémad
tees who received initiations are as follows (from
Bhaktivedänta Sägar Mahäräja
left to right):
10) Çrémän Jagadiça BrahmacäréÇrémad
Bhaktivedänta Bhäraté Mahäräja
1) Çrémän Subala Sakhä BrahmacäréÇrémad
11) Çrémän Çubhänanda BrahmacäréÇrémad
Bhaktivedänta Vana Mahäräja
Bhaktivedänta Tértha Mahäräja
2) Çrémän Prema Prayojana Brahmacäré
Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Araëya Mahäräja
Bäbäjé veça:
3) Çrémän Gopékänta BrahmacäréÇrémad
1) Çrémän Aprameya PrabhuÇrépäda
Bhaktivedänta Janärdana Mahäräja
Våndävana Däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja
4) Çrémän Kåñëa Kåpä BrahmacäréÇrémad
2) Çrémän Välméki PrabhuÇrépäda Apräkåta
Bhaktivedänta Madhusüdana Mahäräja
däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja •
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WITH

ÇRÉLA

GURUDEVA
IN

KÅÑËAS
SQUARE,
MOSCOW
Preaching in Russia

O

n July 28th, approximately twenty-nine years
after the historic visit of Çréla Bhaktivedänta
Svämé Mahäräja to Russia in the summer of 1971,
as a result of which tens of thousands of Russians
became devotees of Kåñëa, Çréla Bhaktivedänta
Näräyaëa Mahäräja blessed that largest country in
the world by his presence. About 100 devotees met
him at the airport, and about 200 more were waiting
for him at a family camp-site near Moscow. The
campsite would now be used for Çréla Mahäräjas
nine-day residence and for hosting all the devotees
from different cities in Russia, as well as from
America, India, Finland, Germany, Holland,
Sweden, England, etc.
Çréla Mahäräja met with hundreds of devotees
who had joined the Kåñëa consciousness movement
years earlier, some over twenty years earlier, with a
yearning to meet and serve Çréla Svämé Mahäräja,
but who had joined ISKCON after his
disappearance, and who now felt great hope of this
becoming a reality. Some were the original Russian
devotees from the mid-eighties who had spent years
in the communist governments prisons due to their
connection with Kåñëa consciousness, and who had
later opened temples, preached with vigor all over
the country, and helped print and distribute millions
of Çréla Svämé Mahäräjas translations of Bhagavadgétä, Çrémad Bhägavatam, etc. They now wept in
happiness to see his dearmost friend and çikñädisciple for the first time.
In his classes Çréla Mahäräja concentrated on
two main subjects: The first was guru-tattva, and the
second was the gradual development of bhakti-from
I am not this body, to the glory of the holy name,
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to Kåñëas bala-lélä, and finally to Rädhä-dasyam.
Compassionate to all the devotees who had
been forlorn for so many years, Çréla Mahäräja gave
a very powerful class on guru-tattva, real and
apparent. He explained that the real guru is the
abode of bhakti, and he has all kinds of serving
moods towards Rädhä-Kåñëa Conjugal and
Mahäprabhu. He can give sädhana bhakti, a high
class of rati, prema-bhakti in Goloka Våndävana, and
the love and affection of Rädhä-Kåñëa. If he himself
is part of the imagined system of ritvik gurus, or he
is falling down, then he is actually not guru. A real
guru is an uttama mahä-bhägavata, like Närada
Gosvämé and Çukadeva Gosvämé. Such a guru can
hold up his hand to bless you: Bhakti should come
at once. And bhakti will come.
All the devotees were charmed by Çréla
Mahäräjas presentations, and his very interesting
approach in describing the glories of the holy name
was no excepton. In his class on August 2nd, he told
his audience: If you are abusing anyone, criticizing
anyone, or quarreling with anyone, these sounds will
evaporate in the air and it go throughout the whole
universe. If you are speaking any nonsense it will
not go in vain. It will go throughout the whole world
by air. If you take a stone and throw it into a pond,
some waves will be created, and they will touch all
parts of the pond. This universe is like that pond,
and air is everywhere in the universe. When one
chants Hare Kåñëa, this will evaporate and create
so many waves of air, and those waves will touch
everywhere, up to the ends of the world, moving
here and there and purifying the entire universe
from all these pollutions.

Çréla Gurudeva
with devotees
in front of
St. Basils
Cathedral,
Moscow.

On August 3rd, an authentic Vedic fire sacrifice
was held for all the 150 new hari-näma and dékñä
initiates. It was presided over by Çré Çré RädhäVinodabihäréjiu and conducted by Çrépäda Mädhava
Mahäräja and Çrépäda Araëya Mahäräja, according
to the system prescribed by Çré Gopäla Bhaööa
Gosvämé in his Sat-kriyä sära-dépikä. On August 4th,
the last day of his visit, the devotees took Çréla
Mahäräja to downtown Moscows Red Square, the
heart of the former Soviet Union, to take group
photos. On this occasion everyone remembered Çréla
Svämé Mahäräja in his own historic photo at St.
Basils Cathedral in Red Square. Çréla Mahäräja
commented several times that he and the devotees
were now together only by the mercy of Çréla Svämé
Mahäräja.
There are many links between the Russian
language and Sanskrit, and between Russian culture
and the Vedic culture. The Russian name for Red
Square is Krasnaya Ploschad. The word Krasnaya,
which is translated as red also means beautiful
and splendid and is derived from the Sanskrit word
Kåñëa. Plosched means square. Hence, Red Square
is really Kåñëas Square

Usually, while walking, Çréla Mahäräjas hand
would be resting on the shoulder of Çrépada
Madhava Mahäräja, Çrépada Vrajanätha prabhu, or
any senior devotee. But here, daily, as he elegantly
walked through the crowd of devotees after
stepping off his vyäsäsana, his arms would be
slightly stretched out, and, one after another, he
would caress and embrace the heads and shoulders
of the male devotees. And they would also rush to
him, embracing him and/or putting their heads
on his chest or in his arms. Now, that night in the
auditorium, as he proceeded up the aisle after class
and kértana, everyone rushed to the aisles and he
was again embracing practically one and all. As for
the ladies, he was carrying a long stemmed rose,
and he tapped several of them on the head with that
rose. The whole scene was marvelous.
Çréla Mahäräjas successful tour of Russia was
materialised by seeing the eagerness of the Russian
devotees, who, for the last two years, were
constantly nourished by the sweet hari-kathä of Çréla
Mahäräja, through Ananta Kåñëa Prabhu,
Urukrama Prabhu and by Jïänadäsa Prabhu. •
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A Historic Visit to the City of Victory
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hirty-eight years after the historic visit of Çré Çrémad
Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava Gosvämé Mahäräja in 1962, Çréla
Bhaktivedänta Näräyaëa Mahäräja visited Jaipur for 7 days
on the request of prominent citizens and the local Gauòéya
Vaiñëavas.

HISTORY OF JAIPUR AND
GAUÒÉYA VAIÑËAVAS

ITS

SIGNIFICANCE

FOR

In 1727 King Jai Singh II built a new capital
city surrounded by fortified mountains specifically
for Çré Govindadevajé and established Him in the
heart of the city. At the time of the Muslim rule, the
worship of the prominent Deities of Våndävana,
which had been established by the Six Gosvämés,
was in danger. The Muslims even planned to break
the samädhi mandiras and Deities. However, the
Vaiñëavas who were in charge of the Deity worship
called the pious and devoted King Jai Singh II for
help. In this way, six of the prominent Deities were
taken to Räjasthäna via Kämyaväna in the safe
custody of the Kings army. The King built a huge
palace for Lord Govindadevajé with big gardens,
fountains, trees, fragrant flowers and peacocks in
accordance with the spiritual duty of religious Kings,
like Yudhiñöira Mahäräja and Ambariça Mahäräja.
42 RAYS OF THE HARMONIST

He created another Våndävana within the
atmosphere of Jaipur for the pleasure of Çré
Govindadevajé.
Perhaps there was another hidden reason why
Çré Govindadevajé came to JaipurHe wanted to
accept the service of the King and the devoted
citizens. Therefore, He made His plans to come here.
The devotion of the citizens can be witnessed all year
round. At 4:30 am, at the time of maìgala arotika,
hundreds of people rush to have the first darçana of
the Lord. The entire temple hall remains packed
during the arotika attended by about 2,000 people
daily.
Jaipur is significant for the Gauòéya Vaiñëavas
because of the presence of the Deities of our
Gosvämés, such as Çréla Rüpa Gosvämés Çré Çré
Rädhä-Govindadevajé, Çréla Madhu Paëòitas Çré Çré
Rädhä-Gopénäthajé, Çréla Jéva Gosvämés Çré Çré
Rädhä-Dämodarajé, Çréla Sanätana Gosvämés
Govardhana-çéla, Çréla Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja

Gosvämés Çré Çré RädhäVåndävana-candra,
Çréla Lokanätha
Gosvämés Çré Çré
Rädhä-Vinoda
and Çréla Jayadeva
Gosvämés Çré Çré
Rädhä-Mädhava.
Furthermore, it was
at Galtä in Jaipur that
Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhuñana wrote Çré
Govinda Bhäsya on
Vedänta-Sutra to establish the authenticity of the line of
thought of our BrahmäMadhva-Gauòéya Sampradäya
and its connection with the
Madhva Sampradäya. With his
irrefutable logic and scriptural
evidences, he silenced the opponents
who were questioning the position of
Çrématé Rädhikä as the eternal consort of
Kåñëa.
In this way, Çréla Baladeva
Vidyäbhuñana performed a remarkable service for
the Brahmä-Madhva Gauòéya Sampradäya in
Jaipur.

H IGHLIGHTS OF Ç RÉLA B HAKTIVEDÄNTA
NÄRÄYAËA MAHÄRÄJAS VISIT TO JAIPUR
The devotees and prominent citizens
warmly and heartily welcomed Çréla
Mahäräja at the railway station as if Çré Çré
Rädhä-Govindajé had inspired them to
receive Their intimate devotee.
• For 6 days, from 9 to 11.30 am, Çréla
Mahäräja gave a lecture at the näöya-mandira
of Çré Çré Rädhä- Govindajé and in the evening
from 6 to 7 pm at the temple of Çré Çré RädhäGopénäthajé.
• At the Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindajé Mandira, the
pujäris would honour Çréla Mahäräja and
Çrépäda Mädhava Mahäräja by bringing them
inside the barricades of the temple at the time
of arotika.
• The sweet hari-kathä of Çréla Mahäräja
captivated and inspired the local people,
many of whom took initiation afterwards.
• As the news spread by word of mouth,
every day more and more people came to hear
Çréla Mahäräjas enchanting hari-kathä.
•

Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadevajé

•

Although the city buzzes with devotional
moods for the Lord, the people are unaware
of the exalted conceptions of the Çré Gauòéya
Vaiñëava philosophy. In this line, Çréla
Mahäräja discussed the differences between
çuddhä (pure) and açuddha (mixed) bhakti, äropa
siddhä bhakti, saìga-siddhä bhakti and svärüpasiddhä bhakti; the qualities of the bonafide
speaker and hearer; the different stages of
bhakti, from çraddhä to niñöhä, ruci, äsakti, bhäva
and up to prema and mahäbhäva.

Çréla Mahäräja spoke from Çréla Sanätana
Gosvämés Båhad Bhägavatämåta, and explained the
progressive gradations of bhakti which cause Kåñëa
to manifest in various svarüpas corresponding to
the different levels of bhakti practised by His
devotees.
He spoke about the distinctions between a
jñäné bhakta (Prahläda Mahäräja), çuddha bhakta
(Ambariça Mahäräja), premé bhakta (Hanumän),
premäpara bhakta (Paëòavas) and premätura bhakta
(Uddhava).
Finally, Çréla Mahäräja gave an overwhelming
description of the Vrajabäsés mood of separation
from Kåñëa, which they deeply experienced after
He left for Mathurä. Çréla Mahäräja particularly
decribed the condition of Mother Yaçodä and the
gopés. He also recounted how Uddhäva was
astonished witnessing the moods of the Vrajabäsés.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM ÇRÉLA MAHÄRÄJAS LECTURES
AT ÇRÉ ÇRÉ RÄDHÄ-GOPÉNÄTHA MANDIRA:
If we want to know Çré Çré Rädhä-Madana
Mohanajé, Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadevajé and Çré Çré
Rädhä-Gopénäthajé, then we have to understand the
conception of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. If
Mahäprabhu and His associates had not come to this
world, it would be very difficult to understand these
three vigrahas. Mahäprabhu is Kåñëa Himself. In
kåñëa-lélä, His many desires remained unfulfilled.
Thus, He came with the mood and complexion of
Çrématé Rädhäräëé to taste unnatojjvala-rasa.
What is unnatojjvala-rasa? We can only
understand by making a comparative study of the
moods of Çrématé Séta-devé, the queens of Dvärakä
and the gopés, especially Çrématé Rädhikä. The love
of the gopés is causeless, unlike that of Sita-devé and
the queens of Dvärakä.
Specifically, Kåñëa wanted to taste the praëaya
of Rädhäräëé. One cannot understand what is
praëaya without having an exalted guru like Çréla
Çukadeva Gosvämé. An ordinary guru cannot
specify this.
We have to know the different levels of prema,
namely sneha, mäna, praëaya, räga, anuräga, bhäva,
modan, mohan, and mädan in order to understand the
internal causes for Mahäprabhus appearance.
Kåñëa was seen by many people like Kaàsa,
Cäruna and Muñöika, the sakhäs, Yaçodä Maiyä and
Nanda Bäbä, and the gopés. Yet all of them saw Him

Hari-kathä in the näöya-mandira
of Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadevajé Temple
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differently. Unless one cultivates the moods of
Çrématé Rädhékä, one cannot completely taste Çré
Kåñëas mädhurya, His sweet beauty.
Therefore, Kåñëa came as Mahäprabhu with
the moods of Çré Rädhikä so that He could taste His
own mädhurya to the highest extent.
Simultaneously, He wanted to give this world the
çri, the beauty of these moods, mañjaré bhäva. This
type of prema can be attained only by the nämasaìkértana, given to us by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
through our guru-paramaparä.
Çréla Mahäräja was accompanied by his
entourage of about 30 brahmacärés from Mathurä and
Våndävana and many gåhastha families from Delhi.
Harinäma-saìkértana and book distribution was
organized under the guidance of Çrépäda
Bhaktivedänta Mädhava Mahäräja. He also took the
devotees to Galtä and the place of Çré Çré RädhäMädhava, Kanak Våndävana.
On the last day of the program at the Çré Çré
Rädhä-Govindadevajé Mandira, the organizing
committee members expressed their gratitude to
Çréla Mahäräja. They thanked him on behalf of the
temple committee and the citizens for his kind visit
and for his profound devotional discourses. They
requested Çréla Mahäräja to come every year to bless
the people of Jaipur, and have intimate conversations
with his iñöadeva Çré Çré Rädhä-Govindadevajé. •
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Performing Ürjjä-vrata
with Çréla Gurudeva
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and our Çréla Gurudeva and his associates have
wonderfully preserved this transcendental tradition
up to the present day. They expertly and
painstakingly organise this spiritually enlivening
one-month parikramä, and very cleverly devise
means to induce us to taste the nectar of bhakti-rasa,
although we are unwilling to do so.
Kärttika-vrata begins on the Çaradéya-räsapürnimä, which is also the Disappearance Day of
our Parama-gurudeva Nitya-lélä-praviñöa Oà
Viñëupäda Çré Çrémad Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava
Gosvämé Mahäräja. The Vraja-maëòala-parikramä
organised by Çré Keçavajé Gauòéya Maöha, under the
auspicious guidance of our Çréla Gurudeva, Çré
Çrémad Bhaktivedänta Näräyaëa Mahäräja, and
with the blessings of the present Äcärya of Çré
Gauòéya Vedänta Samiti, Çré Çrémad Bhaktivedänta
Vämana Gosvämé Mahäräja, is unique in the present
times. The month-long event offers us a wonderful
variety of spiritual benefits, which a sincere sädhaka
can never afford to disregard: for example, exalted
sädhu-saìga; ample and unparalleled hari-kathä;
wonderful bhajanas and prayers; and visiting and
revisiting the sacred lélä-sthalés, which are imbued
with the moods of the pastimes themselves, and of
our äcäryas who have performed their bhajana there.
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura has written in his
song, gaura ämära je saba sthäne karala bhramaëa
raìge, se-saba sthäna heribo ämi praëaya-bhakata-saìge:
Under the guidance of bhaktas in whose hearts
praëaya, love for Kåñëa has awakened, I will visit all
those places where Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
performed His pastimes. Thus, when we perform
parikramä with Çréla Gurudeva, we undoubtedly
follow this instruction of Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura.
Wherever Çréla Gurudeva took us in Vraja, such as
Govardhana, Rädhä-Kuëòa, Varñäëa, Nandagaon,
etc., he would speak the glories of those places, being
absorbed in tasting the sweet moods of the pastimes.
Thus, through his hari-kathä, he bestowed upon us
a drop of the remnants of what he relished.

○

O

bserving ürjjä-vrata or kärttika-vrata is the life
and soul of Gauòéya Vaiñëavas, because this
month is the direct manifestation of Çrématé
Rädhikäs mercy. Dämodara is the most important
month in the year, for many of Çré Kåñëas most
important pastimes took place then. For example,
it was during this month that He first went with
the calves to the pasturing grounds. During this
month, He performed His most attractive pastime
of all - namely räsa-lélä - and also went to Mathurä
and killed Kaàsa. It is also during the month of
Dämodara that Kåñëa was bound to the grinding
mortar by Mother Yaçodä, and on another occasion
was bound by Çrimaté Rädhikäs love. It is essential,
then, that we perform the most auspicious activities
during this month.
Çréla Gurudeva has many times recounted
how, after the Nava-Våndävana pastime in BåhadBhägavatämåtam, Çré Kåñëa offered a boon to Çré
Närada Muni. Närada was concerned for the
supreme welfare of the conditioned jévas, and
requested that anyone who comes in contact in any
way with Çré Kåñëas beautiful pastimes in Vraja
will get love for His lotus feet. Kåñëa granted his
request, and the result, as Çréla Gurudeva has
explained, is that anyone can attain vraja-prema if
they have çraddhä and visit the places of Kåñëas
sweet pastimes in Vraja, offer praëäma to these
places, take the dust on their heads, and offer
prayers to the dust.
Our guru-varga sings the glories of vraja-dhüli,
the dust of the places where Kåñëa performed His
pastimes. Even a single particle of that dust is so
surcharged with spiritual potency that it can reveal
Kåñëas pastimes in the heart of a sincere aspirant.
In this spirit, our most compassionate
previous äcäryas - such as Çréla Bhaktivinoda
Öhäkura, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura
and Çréla Bhakti Prajïäna Keçava Gosvämé
Mahäräja - have made provision for us to perform
Vraja-maëòala-parikramä in the month of Kärttika,
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Vraja-maëòala-parikramä 2000
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Gurudeva emphasised that we are fortunate to come
in the Gauòéya line, but if we do not hear about the
real cause of Mahäprabhus coming to this world
and His unique contributions, then this conception
will soon lost from this world.
In the evening classes, Çréla Gurudeva lectured
on Çré Bhajana-rahasya, shedding light on many
important points of the path of sädhana-bhajana. He
stated that if we want to perform çuddha-bhajana,
we must follow in the footsteps of the Six Gosvämés.
However, in one sense we can follow everyone else
if we simply follow Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura,
because in his life he practised the instructions and
style of bhajana of Rüpa Gosvämé. After practising,
he gave instructions to others by writing Jaivadharma and Çré Bhajana-rahasya. Writing these two
books was like putting the ocean in a pitcher, for
they contain all the essential instructions of çästra.
During our stay in Govardhana and Varñäëä,
Çréla Gurudeva arranged for us to hear eloquent
discourses on Govardhana-tattva, Rädhä-tattva, and
the contribution of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé to this world
from his godbrothers Püjyapäda B.V. Vaiñëava
Mahäräja, Püjyapäda B.V. Viñëu Mahäräja,
Püjyapäda B.V. Madhusüdana Mahäräja, Püjyapäda
B.V. Sannyäsé Mahäräja, Püjyapäda B.V. Äcärya
Mahäräja and from his disciples Çrépäda B.V. Tértha
Mahäräja, Çrépäda B.V. Mädhava Mahäräja, Çrépäda
B.V. Vana Mahäräja, Çrépäda B.V. Araëya Mahäräja,
Çrépäda Räsänanda Brahmacäré, Çrépäda Urukrama
Prabhu, and other devotees.

○
○

Each day of the month-long vrata started with
maìgala-aratika, and Tulasé-parikramä. Every
morning and evening, in Çréla Gurudevas
auspicious presence and under his guidance, all
would sing Çré Dämodara-añöakam, Çré
Nandanandanäñöakam, Çré Rädhä-kåpa-katäkña-stavaräja and other bhajanas. Çréla Gurudeva explained
that by singing these prayers, we gain spiritual
strenth (ürjjä) for our sädhana. He also pointed out
that Çréla Narottama Däsa Öhäkura has sung, kåñëanäma gäne bhai, rädhikä caraëa päi, rädhä-näma gäne
kåñëacandra. Therefore, we attract Srimaté Rädhikäs
mercy by singing Kåñëas nämä, rüpa, guëa and lélä
in Dämodara-añöakam and Nanda-nandana-añöakam;
and we attract Kåñëacandras mercy by singing Çré
Rädhä-kåpa-katäkña-stava-räja.
For the first fifteen days, Çréla Gurudeva spoke
on Çré Dämodarañöakam. Although he explains this
añöakam every year, reading from Çréla Sanatäna
Gosvämés öékä, his explanation is ever-fresh, and
its new and profound meanings deepen the
impressions of the faithful listeners. His
unparalleled way of describing each step of
Dämodara lélä is very enchanting, for it
simultaneously uncovers the hidden aspects of
Kåñëa lélä, and also imparts valuable instructions
to the sädhakas.
After concluding Çré Dämodarañöakam, Çréla
Gurudeva began to explain Çré Caitanya-caritämåta
Ädi-lélä fom the very first verse,
unveiling the deep imports of gurutattva; the relationship between guru
and çiñya; and the causes of
Mahäprabhus appearance.
Çréla

Giriräja Govardhana Parikramä
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While glorifying Govardhana, Çréla Gurudeva
said, Govardhana is very dear to the heart of
Gauòéya Vaiñëavas as he can bestow confidential
service to the Divine Couple. Glorifying Çréla
Rüpa Gosvämé at Ter Kadamba, Çréla Gurudeva
explained the esoteric meanings of Narottama Däsa
Öhäkuras bhajana, Çré Rüpa-maïjaré pada; Yan Kali
Rüpa Sarira, by Mädhava Däsa; and Kavi
Karëapüras verse, priya svarüpe dayita svarüpe.
A grand annakuta festival was performed at
Däna Ghäöé. Giriräja Govardhana was offered about
400 preparations, which were prepared under the
loving supervision of Çrépäda Premänanda Prabhu.
In Govardhana, Varñäëä and Våndävana, devotees
performed dramas on Däna Ghäöé lélä, Uddhava
sandeña, and the life of Çréla Raghunätha Däsa
Gosvämé, respectively. These dramas imparted
vivid impressions of important pastimes, and also
conveyed valuable instruction to the devotees.
On Utthäna Ekädaçé, the disappearance day
of Çréla Gaura Kiçora Däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja, Çréla
Gurudeva offered to his Guru- Mahäräja his new
Çré Vraja-maëòala Parikramä book which had just
come from the press.
During this years parikramä, devotees missed
the presence of Çréla Bhaktivedänta Trivikrama
Mahäräja, who could not come because of his
health, but who said he was attending parikramä
by mind and heart.
Altogether, there were about 500 participants
from countries all over the world, including Russia,

○

Hari-kathä at Çréla Raghunätha däsa
Gosvämés samädhi, Rädhä-kuëòa

America, South America, England, France, Holland,
and also from Bengal and other parts of India.
During Çréla Gurudevas concluding
instructions on the last day, he said, I know that
you all have undergone great austerities during this
parikramä. We could not give you home-comforts,
but we have tried to give you the wealth of our heart,
which we have received from our Gurudeva, that
is, a desire to attain the service of Yugala-Kiçora in
the rüpänuga line. Dont go from here emptyhanded. All of you have had an invaluable
transcendental experience, and you have heard
high-class hari-kathä coming directly from the
spiritual realm. This is a priceless treasure, for
which you can never repay us. The only way you
can repay us is to keep this hari-kathä in your heart.
Try to practise it in your life, and distribute it to
others. Your life will be successful if you render such
service to the mission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
Just as Mahäprabhu used to request all
devotees to return to their places after Jagannätha
Rätha-yäträ, Çréla Gurudeva also requested
everyone to return to their homes, and to practise
and preach what they had received during the
month. As the devotees departed, many were
already feeling separation from this month-long
spiritual saìga. With tear-filled eyes they expressed
to Gurudeva, First you have stolen our hearts with
your sweet hari-kathä, and now you are telling us to
go back. But how can we go back without our
hearts? •
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Çré Gauòéya Vedänta Samiti
Centres
1) Çré Devänanda Gauòéya Maöha
Tegharépäòä, P.O. Navadvépa
Dist. Nadéä (W.B.)
Ph. 03432-40068
2) Çré Keshavjé Gauòéya Maöha
Opp. Dist. Hospital
Jawähar Häta
Mathurä (U.P.)
Ph. 0565-409453
3) Çré Uddhäraëa Gauòéya Maöha
Cumcuòä
Hugulé (W.B.)
Ph. 033-807456
4. Çré Rupa-Sanätana Gauòéya Maöha
Danagali, Sevä Kunj
Våndävana (U.P.)
Ph. 0565-443270
5. Çré Gopinäthjé Gauòéya Maöha
Ränäpata Ghät
Våndävana (U.P.)
Ph. 0565-444961
6. Çré Durväsä Åñi Gauòéya Maöha
Içäpura
Mathurä (U.P.)
Ph. 0565-450510
7. Çré Bhaktivedänta Gauòéya Maöha
Sannyäsa Road, Kankhala
Haridwära (U.P.)
Ph. 0133-412438
8. Çré Néläcala Gauòéya Maöha
Svargadwära
Jagannatha Puri (Orissa)
Ph. 06752-23074
9. Çré Vinoda-Bihäré Gauòéya Maöha
28, Haladara Bagana Lane
Calcutta (W.B.)
Ph. 033-5558973
10) Çré Golokganja Gauòéya Maöha
Golok-gaïja, Gwälapäòä
Dhubaré (Assam)
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11) Çré Narottama Gauòéya Maöha
Aravinda Lane
Kucabihara (W.B.)

21) Çré GauòéyaVedänta Catuñpäthé
Maëipura, Navadvépa
Dist. Nadéä (W.B.)

12) Çré Gopälaj Gauòéya
Preaching Centre
Rändiyähäta
Baleçvära (Oréssä)

22) Çré Trigunätéta Samädhi Äçrama
Gadakhäli, Navadvépa
Dist. Nadéä (W.B.)

13) Çré Keçava Gosvämé
Gauòéya Maöha
Saktigada
Çiligudé (W.B.)
Ph. 0353-462837
14) Çré Pichaldä Gauòéya Maöha
Äçutiyäbäda
Medinépura (W.B.)
15) Çré Siddhävaté Gauòéya Maöha
Siddhäbädi, Rupa-Näräyaëapura
Dist. Vardhmäna (W.B.)
16) Çré Väsudeva Gauòéya Maöha
P.O. Väsugäon
Kokaòäjhära (Assam)
!7) Çré Meghälaya Gauòéya Maöha
Tura, West Garo Hills
Meghälaya
Ph. 03651-32691
18) Çré Syämasundara Gauòéya Maöha
Milanapalli, Siligudi
Darjeeling (W.B.)
Ph. 0353-461596
19) Çré Madana-Mohana
Gauòéya Maöha
Mäthäbhängä
Kuca-Bihära (W.B.)
20) Çré Kåtiratna Gauòéya Maöha
Çré Caitanya Avenue
Durgäpura (W.B.)
Ph. 0343-568532

23) Çré Gauòéya Charitable Dispensary
Deyäräpäòä Road, Navadvépa
Dist. Nadéä (W.B.)
24) Çré Gaur-Nityänanda
Gauòéya Maöha
Rangapura
Çilacara (Assam)
Ph. 03842-35737
25) Çré Mädhavjé Gauòéya Maöha
1, Kälétalä Lane, P.O. Vaidyavati
Hugalé (W.B.)
Ph. 033-6325838
26) Çré Kçéracorä Gopinatha
GauòéyaMath
P.O.- Bhaskarganj
Balesvara (Orissa)
Ph. 06782-67256
27) Çré Giriräja Govardhan
Gauòéya Maöha
54 Brisbane Street,
Murwillimbah N.S.W.
Australia
Ph. 066-728499
28) Çré Vinodabihäré Gauòéya Maöha
22 Mundaring Weir Road
Kalamunda, Perth
Australia
Ph. 00618 9293 0405
29) Çré Gour Govinda Gauòéya Maöha
32 Handsworth Wood Road,
Birmingham B20 2DS
U.K.
Ph. 0121- 6829159

