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FORM—1V
STATEMENT ABOUT O WNERSHIP AND
PARTICULARS ABOUT NEWSPAPER

SHRI GOUDIYA-PATRIKA

[ Under Rule 6 of the Registration of Newspapers
( Central ) Rules 1956 |
1. Place of Publication—Shri Devananda Goudiya Math,
Tegharipara, P. O.—Nabadwip ( Nadia , W. B.

12

Periodicity of

its Publication—Last

day of every

Bengali month i. e, once in month.

Led

Printer's Name—Tridand: Swami

Bhakti Vedanta
Acharyya Maharaj.

Nationality —Indian—Goudiya-Vaishnaba..
Address—Shri Devananda Goudiya Math,
Tegharipara, P. O.—Nabadwip ( Nadia , W. B.

4. Publisher’s Nama—
 Nationality—
Address—

Do
Do
Do

-

5 Editor’s Name—Tridandi-Swami Shri Shrimad Bhakti

Vedanta Trivikram Maharaj.

Nationality—Indian—Goudiya-Vishnaba,
Address—Shri Devananda Goudiya Math,
Tegharipara. P. O.—Nabadwip (Nadia), W. B.

6. Name and address of
individuals who won the
and partners

holding

newspapers
or share holders
more than one percent of
the total capital,—

Tridandi-Swami Shri
Shrimad Bhakti Vedanta
Baman Maharaj, President-
Acharyya, on behalf of Shri
Goudiya Vedanta Samiti.

1, Swami Bhakti Ved:nta Acharyya hereby declare that
the particulars given above are true to the best of my know-

ledge and belief.

Dated=28. 2. 93

Sd./Swaml B. V. Acharyya
Signature of Publisher.
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“The system of Mahaprasad is not only emblamatic of the
superior life of the Vaishnavas, but it is a part of the worship-
which ordinary theists cannot fully understand. The ordinary
men are very much inclined to preserve the superiority-
of Reason over the intuitive feelings of man towards.
the God of Love. We must now proceed to show with
healthy arguments that our intuitive feelings want us to
offer everything we eat to the God of our heart,

We must first examine the arguments of the antagonists..
The Rationalist holds that God is Infinite and without wants,
and consequently it is foolish to offer eatables to such a
Being. It is a sacrilege to offer created things to the Creator
and thereby to degrade the Divinity of God into humanity.
These are reasonable arguments indeed, and one who has.
heard them will be certainly inclined to declare to others
s«Down with the Mahaprasad.”” These conclusions, however
reasonable, are dry and destructive,. They tend to separate
us from all connections with God in the form of worship.
When you say that the Infinite wants nothing. You forbid all
contemptation and prayer. The Infinite does not want your
grateful expressions or, in other words, flattery, Utter a
word to the Unconditioned and you are sure to degrade Him
into a conditioned Being. Hymns, prayers and sermons are
all over| shut your tempie-door and the church-gates,
because owr Rationalist has advised you to do so, Believe a
creating principle and you have done your duty! Oh! what
a shame | What a dreadful fall! Theists, beware of these
degrading principles !

Now the Rationalist appears in another shape and admits.
prayers, sermons, psalms and church-going, saying that these
things are wanted for the improvement of the soul, but God
dose not want them at all. We are glad that the Rationalist
has come towards us and will make further approaches in
course of time. :

Yes, the progressive Rationalist has admitted a very broad.
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principle in Theology, viz, whatever we do towards God is
for owr own benefit and not for the benefit of God, who is
not in want of any such thing. But the Rationalist is a
Rationalist still and will Continue to be so, as long as he will
seck self-interest. We know for certain that Religion promises
“to give eternal felicity to man and it is impossible -to conceive
of any Religion which has not at its bottom self-interest, This
view, however, smells of Utilitarianism and can never claim to
be Theistic. We must love God for God’s' sake however
unreasonable our action may be. Our love must be without
any object whatever that concerns ourselves. This love must
‘be a natural emotion to the Deity as our Lover without
inference or experience. Salvation, dear as itis, should not
“be the object of this love ; what then about other shapes of
felicity ? *“Love to God” is its own reward, Salvation as a
-concomitant consequence, must be a hand-maid. of  Love,
but we must not look on it as its main object. If the Rationalist
~be prepared to believe this, he becomes a Theist -of the
Vaishnsva class ; but the mere assuming of the name is of no
consequence. Though fully aware that the Unconditioned has
no conditions whatever, yet our holy and sweet principle of
love takes a quite different view of ithe  matter Reason
-says one thing but Love prescribes its coatrary. Reason
tells me that God has no sorrow, but Love sees God in tears
~for those of His sons that are misled to evil. Reason tells. me
that the strict laws of God reward and punish me in a cold
~manner but Love reveals that God slackens His laws to the
Repentant soul ! Reason tells me that with all his improve-
ments, man will never touch the Absolute God ; but Love
preaches that on the conversion of the soul into a state of
spiritual womanhood, God, Unconditioned as He is, accepts
an eternal marriage with the conditioned soul of man ! Reason
tells me that ‘God is in Infinite space and time, but Love
-describes that the All Beautiful God is sitting before us like a
-respected relative and enjoying all the pleasures of society.
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As a father in his amusements with his'young children, God is
spreading all sorts of delicious food all over the earth and
expecting that His sons would gather them for their own
benefit ; but the loving children out of their holy and uwnmized
love, gather all the scattered blessings and without the exercise
of reason in consequence of a strong feeling of love, offer all
the blessings to the Father whom they love more than their
lives. The Father again, in reply to their kind feelings, gives
‘back the blessings to the children and tells them these
kindlier words. *O! My children! These are blessings
intended for you ! Qut of your natural love you bring them to
‘me for my enjoyment; but 1 have naturally no wants to
supply. But then I have accepted that part of your offering
which corresponds with me viz. your unmixed love and
disinterested affections for which alone I am exceedingly
anxious, Take back these sweet things and enjoy them.”
‘This process of disinterested love, which dry reason can never
‘brook, sanctifies the food we take, and leaves us to harmless
-enjoyment for all the days of our natural life ! This is a
system of sincere worship which Theists of a higher class alone
can act upon. We connot express the joy we often felt when
we took the holy Mahaeprasad in the temple! The holiness

we attach to it is its sweetness and often pray that all men may
enjoy it.”’ - The Tempie of Jagannath at Puri
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“The system of Jagannath is viewed in two different ways.
The superstitious and the ignorant take it as a system of
idolatry by worshipping the idols in the temple as God
Almighty appearing inthe shape of a carved wood for the
salvation of the Orias. But the Saragrahi Vaishnavas find
the idols as emblems of some eternal truth which has been
explained in the Vedanta Sutras of Vyasa,”

—The Temple of Jagannath at Puri.
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“There are some who startle at the theory of worshipping
Shrimurti ! Oh Thay say “It is idolatry to worship “Shri-
murti’ | Shrimurti is an idol framed by an artist and intro-
duced by no other than Beelzebub himself.. Worshipping
such an object would rouse the jealousy of God and limit
His ommnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence 1 We would
tell them, brethren | Candidly understand the question and do
not allow yourself to be misled by sectarian dogmas. God
is not jealous, as he is without a second. Beelzebub or Satan
is no other than an object of imagination or the subject of
_an allegory. An allegorical or imaginary being should not
be allowed to act as an obstacle to Bhakti. Those who believe
God to be Impersonal, simply identify Him with some power
or attribute in Nature, thoughin fact He is above Nature,
her laws and rules. His Holy wishis law and it will be
sacrilege to confine. His unlimited excellence by identifying
Him with such attributes as omnipotence, omnipresence and
omniscience,—attributes which may exist in created objects
such as time and space etc. His excellence consists in having
in Him mutually contradicting powers and attributes ruled
by His Supernatural Self. He is identical with His All-
beautiful Person having such powers as omnipresence, omni-
science and omnipotence, the like of which cannot be found
clsewhere. His Holy and Perfect Person exists eternally in
the spiritual world and is at the same time existing in every
created object and place in all its fulness. This idea excels
all other ideas of the Deity. Mahaprabhu rejects idolatry
as well, but considers Shrimurti-worship to be the only
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unexceptionable means of spiritual culture. It has been shown

that God is Personal and All-beautiful Sages like Vyasa

and others have seen that beauty in their soul’s eye. They
have left us descriptions. Of course word carries grossness
-of matter, But Truth still is perceivable in those descriptions.
According to those descriptions one delineates a Shrimurti
and sees the great God of our heart there with intense
pleasure | Brethern | is that wrong or sinful? Those who
say that God has no form either material or spiritual and again
imagine a false form of worship are certainly idolatrous.
But those who see the Spiritual Form of the Deity in their
soul's eyes, carry that impression as far as possible to the
mind and then frame an emblem for the satisfaction of the
material eye for continual study of the higher feeling, are by
no means idolatrous, While seeing a *Shrimurti’ do not even
see the image itself but see the spiritual model of the image
and you are a pure theist. Idolatry and Shrimurti-worship
are two different things, but my brethren| you simply
confound one with the other out of hastiness. To tell you
the truth, Shrimurti-worship is the oaly true form of worship
of the Deity, without which you cannot sufficiently cultivate
your religious feelings. The world. attracts you through your
senses and as long as you do not see God in the objects of
your senses, you live ina awkward position which scarcely
helps you in securing you your spiritual elevation. Place a
Shrimurti in your house. Think that God Almighty is the
guardian of the house. The food that you take is His Prasad.
The flowers and scents are also His Prasad. The eye, the
ear, the nose, the touch and the tongue all have a spiritual
culture, You doit with a holy heart and God will know it
and judge you by your sificerity. Satan and Beelzebub will
have nothing to do with you in that matter | All sorts of
worship are based on the principle of Shrimurti. Look into
the history of religion and you will come to this noble truth.
The Semetic idea of a patriarchal God both in the pre-
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Christian period of Judaism and post-Christian period of
Christianity and Mahamedanism is nothing but a limited idea
of Shrimurti. The monarchic idea of a Jove amongst the
Greeks and of an Indra amongst the Aryan Karmakandis is
also a distinct view of the same principle. The idea of a force
and Jyotirmaya Bhahma of the meditators and a formless
energy of the Shaktas is also a very faint view of the Shri-
murti. In fact the principle of Shrimurtiis the Truth itself
differently exhibited in different people according to their
different phases of thought. Even Jaimini and Comte who
are not prepared to accept a creating God, have prescribed
certain phases of the Shrimurti, simply because they have
been impelled by some inward action from the soul I Then
again we meet with people who have adopted the Cross, the
Shalgram shila, the lingam and such-like emblems as indi-
cators of the inward ideas of Shrimurti.

Furthermore, if the Divine compassion, love and justice
could be portrayed by the pencil and expressed by the chisel,
why should not the Personal Beauty of the Deity embracing
all other attributes be portrayed in poetry or in picture or
expressed by the chisel for the benefit of man> If words
could impress thoughts, the watch could indicate time and
sign could tell us a history, why should not the picture or
figure bring associations of higher thoughts and feelings with
regard to the Transcendental Beauty of the Divine Per-

sonage 7
—Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s Life and Precepts.
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